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ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 



r.-ELIJAH*S FIBST APPEABANCS. 

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

It IB a Splendid picture which the Lord gives 
08 of his true church here on earth, when in the Song of 
Solomon, chap. iv. 4, he addresses her, '' Thy neck ia like 
the tower of David, builded with breast-works, whereon 
there hang a thousand bucklers, and all manner of weapons 
of mighty men/* He compares her to that strong tower 
which David built on Mount Zion. Thus stands also the 
Church of Grod, founded on a rock, and that rock is Christ, 
and his blood. She rests on God*s power and word ; the 
Three-One God that liyeth for ever bears her in his hands. 
The gates of hell shall not prevail agunst her. 

The tower of David was builded with breast-works 
whereon hung the shields of his heroes by thousands. 
And when was the fortress of the Church of Jesus erer 
seen without defences? Many a thousand years has the 
infernal archer bent his bow against her, and shot at her 
with his fiery darts; she stands unharmed to this day. 
One buckler is here in the room of thousands. It covers 
her on all sides, and shines gloriously. Where is the lance 
that will pierce it? The name of that shield is Alp\\^ ^w^ 
Omega. It defies the rast and decay of Tim^ 
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Bat David*s tower wm also hung with all manoer of 
weapons of the mighty and the strong. There were the 
weapons of vanquished foes, hung out as trophies to be 
made a show of openly ; and the arms of crowned warriors 
that fought for Zion, kept as an inspiring memory for chil- 
dren's children. The living tower of the Church of God is 
hung with like adornment for the spiritual eye. Behold 
there hanging on the battlements, the captured and broken 
weapons of many thousand vanquished strong ones. Here 
the battle-sword of the murderer from the beginning, the 
old Dragon ; there the poisoned sting of Death, the grim 
king of terrors : here the heavy artillery of the seven hills ; 
there the shattered spears and halberts of many false pro- 
phets and spirits of error, with their captured banners ; and 
from year to year the number multiplies of splintered lances 
and baffled adversaries, that the conqueror makes a show of 
openly. 

But let us not pass over on this tower the swords of those 
heroes who stood for Zion in the field of battle, and t5 
whom, as instruments and ministers of the living God, we 
owe the preservation of our light, and the upholding of the 
true sanctuary; they gleam also, on the battlements, for 
the joy and comfort, and inspiring example of us, their re- 
mote posterity. Here the sword of a Noah, the preacher 
of righteousness ; there of a Moses, the much tried saint ; 
here the armour of Daniel ; there of Judas the Maccabbee ; 
here of Paul, who fought the good fight ; there of Peter, 
sumamed a Mock; here the helm and mail of Huss and 
Wicliif; and there the jousting array of Luther, Calvin, and 
Zuingli, honest champions of the glory of God, trusty de- 
fenders of the rights of Zion. 

And, behold ! among the swords of these spiritual heroes, 
there rises up one with startling lustre to the eye, one that 
has wrought wonders for God's kingdom and glory, one 
tliat was two-edged and piercing, as any could be, in sore 
and evil times, and is yet stained with the blood and sweat 
of the fight. Whose is this noble weapon ? It is that of 
EUjah thu Tishbite, a man uiiglity in word and deed and 
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miracle, wlio burst forth like a fire, and whose word burnt 
like a torch, and who was so glorious and distinguished 
throngh grace, that when He who alone hath glory, walked 
upon the earth, the Jews said, '^It is Elias." 

The life of Elijah, inwardly and outwardly, furnishes an 
inexhaustible source of varied edification and strengthen- 
ing in the faith, and of encouragement and excitement to 
duty. We have resolved, therefore, to bring the history 
of this man of God, in a series of discourses, before your 
eyes. We shall accompany him, at one time to the streets 
of the capital, and the throne of the monarch ; at another 
to the waste and lonely wilderness; now to the public, 
ptormy theatre of his labours ; now to the quiet chamber 
and the couch watered with tears ; and learn of him how 
the Lord guides his people, and how his strength is per- 
fected in weakness. May the spirit of the Lord of Lords 
smile in grace on these our meditations, and work so 
mightily by them, that many a weary heart may be re- 
freshed, and many a feeble knee may be strengthened. 

1 KINGS xvlL L 
** And Elijah the Tislibitet who was of the hihabitanta of OUead, said unto 
Ahah, Ab the Lord God of Israel lireth, before whom I stand, there shall not 
be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.** 

Thus begins the history of our prophet, and this brief 
and vivid opening carries us at once into the midst of Ids 
life. In his first appearance we have the whole man, as he 
lives and moves in heart and in action. The manner of 
his introduction on the stage of this history, is, indeed, re- 
markable. The preceding chapters have, as it were, dug 
through the wall, and disclosed to us the abominations of 
shame and horror, in which Israel, in that dismal age, lay 
wholly inunersed. Ah I see how clouds and darkness lour 
over the whole land : imi^es of Baal and Ashtaroth frown 
and leer at us on all sides, heathen temples and idolatrous 
altars cover the sacred soil, every hill smokes with impious 
sacrifices, every mountain re-echoes the accursed yells of a 
lying priesthood. Tlie people drink up iniquity lik^^^^Vet^ 
and revel in shameless ntes around the golden cai\N«fc* 
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Alas I alas ! bow is the glory of Israel departed ! how is 
Abraham^s seed become so little discernible I the fight so 
dark, the salt so savourless, the gold so dim I A dreary 
dark night on all sides, and nought but night, and ndwhere 
one cheering little star in the heaven I Then does the 
history suddenly break out with the words, "And Elijau 
SAiD.^ As one fallen from heaven like a shot of lightning, 
as a gleaming thunderbolt hurled from Jehovah*s hand, 
this man comes into the midst of the awful ni^t-piece, 
without father, without mother, with descoit, as Melchize- 
dek. There he stands — ^m the midst of the desolation — > 
with his God alone, in the wide world I Almost the only 
grain of salt in the universal corruption, the only leaven to 
leaven the whole lump ; and that we may learn at once who 
he is, he begins his career almost like a god with an un- 
heard-of deed of faith, by closing, in the name of his Lord, 
the heavens over Israel, and changmg the firmament into 
iron and brass. God be praised I the night is no longer so 
dismal as before, for one man of God stands in the midst of 
it, and that makes it feel cheerful, as if the moon had risen 
over the scene. 

Let us then meditate for a little on what is related in the 
present section of this man of God, and direct our attention 
to his name and external circumstanpes, his spiritual cha- 
racter, and the prophetic threatening with which he makes 
his appearance. 

The .man with whom we have to do is named Elijah, 
We hold it no idle play of fancy, to lay some weight, in 
the case of men of God, like Elijtib, also upon the names 
they bear, and to inquire into their sense and import. In 
Israel, the giving of names was not left to the pleasure of 
man, but stood under the strictest control of God, so that 
the Lord not infrequently interfered by an express and iin- 
mediate command, "Thus shall the child be called." Hence, 
there was no meaningless name, no name barren and devoid 
of real ground and import. Here there was wrapped up a 
precious promise or divine assurance, there a serious warn- 
ing, a holy rule of life, or some other memento wliich the 
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subject of the name carried everywhere about with him. 
Sometimes, among the people of God, names indicated the 
character and prevailing disposition of a man, as the name 
Abel, nothingness, humility; sometimes his divine voca- 
tion, as the name Noah, a comforter ; sometimes one^s lot 
on earth, thus Mary, bitterness ; sometimes the name sealed 
a promise, which was given to the man, as the name of the 
Bon of Terah, Abraham, u e. &ther of many nations ; some- 
times it denoted the peculiar relation of the man to God, 
as the name £noch, devoted ; David, beloved ; and so on. 
Thus, it is not to be wondered at that the mind of the 
people of Israel took each man*s name within the ground of 
its more serious reflections, and was accustomed to ask and 
to inquire what the Lord meant and wished to be under- 
stood thereby. Names were to the people like tablets of 
remembrance, and like the beUs on the priests garments, 
reminding them of the Lord, and of his government, and 
furnishing occlusion for a variety of salutary reflections. 
While, to the subject of the name it was a source of com- 
fort and strength, of warning and encouragement— nay, to 
many a one like a cord by which he was drawn to God. 

I am well aware that the man who directs a spiritual eye 
to such minutiss and details, as the import of names, is cer- 
tain to be condemned before the tribunal of our rationally- 
enlightened public, and ridiculed as a narrow-minded, taste- 
less, and superstitious dealer in trifles. Alas I that even 
among believers, the fiuth in a God who numbers our hairs, 
and seeks to glorify himself in things the most minute, is 
practically become a rare jeweL But in whomsoever this 
child-like faith has yet its dwelling, who makes no dis- 
tinction between great and small, and brings down the 
gradous God fairly with him into house and home, and 
sees Him sit by his side, under his vine and fig-tree, such a 
man is happy, and has much joy and peace, and divine 
delight everywhere, and wherever he goes he sees spiritual 
fiftces, arid hears divine voices, in names, in dreams, in 
thougliLs, in incidents, and all around him there is the vfoc^ 
of God, and the sound of his feet upon tVie laoTuatam^^ «si.^ 



14 ELIJAH THE TISUBITE. 

the Lord his God lisps and stammers with him in all man- 
ner of signs and images, trying now this and now that, as a 
mother with her suckling, and is not ashamed of the dialect 
of the nursery. 

Our prophet's name is Elijah, that is, being interpreted, 
"My God of power," or "the Lord is my strength," a fine 
and noble -name, and he bore it in deed and in truth. He 
was a man like you and me, nothing in himself, and yet his 
was the strength of God: he could do nothing, and yet 
deeds of onmipotence went forth from his hands. He lay 
in the dust, a worm, and yet took part in God*s rule and 
sovereignty, a king, and had power to open and shut the 
heavens, to summon the dead to life, to doom the living to 
death, and to hold judgment on God's enemies. Thus 
might he justly be called Elijah, t. e, "God strengthens 
me." Nay, more, " God is himself my strength." Here is 
a difference. It is not the same thing my friends, when 
one merely says, God holds his shield before me, and when 
another can say in triumph, " God is my shield." Does he 
keep his shield before me, then nothing shall touch a hair 
of my head, and the evil before which I tremble, comes not 
nigh me. But is God my shield, then do I lift up my head 
amid the raging storm, as if the blue sky were over me, 
and rejoice in God, even amid the tumult, as if I were not 
there. Peter, when he came out free from prison and from 
chains, and all bolts burst in sunder before him, nught 
shout for joy, as he went on, and say, "The shield of the 
Lord is round about me." Stephen, with his angel's coun- 
tenance, under the fatal shower of stones from the bands ol 
enemies, might cry out, " God is my shield." It betokens 
not equal progress in grace, when one says, " God comforts 
me," and when another can confess, " God is my comfort" 
Does the Lord comfort me, then my heart grows light and 
cheerful and gladsome, and there flows into the troubled 
depths of my soul a stream of delightful joyfulness. But 
is God my comfort, then may my heart be torn and blighted| 
and wrapped in gloom, I faint not, and am stout and reso- 
lute oi soul, and stand over mv heart, and walk above the 
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conflagration, and am still: in sense^ I have nothing; but 
have all in simple faith in that God who has once sworn 
to be my Grod; in that faith I have it, which holds that in 
Bure possession, which I neither see, nor taste, nor feel. It 
is not one and the same thing, my friends, when I say, 
" God ^ves me peace," and when another confesses, " God 
is my peace." Does God give me peace, then do the proud 
waves of my soul subside, the storm is blown over, and the 
fires are quenched, and a still soft murmur, as from the top 
of Horeb, breathes through my spirit, and the spices flow 
out in my garden. But if the tempest should still rage in . 
the firmament of my soul, if it should lighten and thunder 
in the whole sky, and conscience be in wrath, the flesh in 
rebellion, the thoughts in self-accusing anguish, and the 
fiery darts of the wicked sweeping through my affrighted 
spirit, and if I am troubled on every side but not distressed, 
perplexed but not in despair, and borne aloft above the 
tumult in the chariot of faith, I embrace the wounds of my 
glorified Lord, and save myself by the thought, that He is 
the God, ''yea and amen, kee'ping covenant to a thousand 
generations, and lay up the poor tempest- tossed bark of my 
soul in the haven of faith in free grace, and anchor under 
the rocky shelter of the immoveable promises, — then is the 
Lord my peace. 

Just so is it with the expressions, " God strengthens me," 
and " God is my strength." If God strengthens me, then 
am I something by his grace, and find a divine power in 
myself, through which I can do something, and feel myself 
armed and girt about with a courageous and joyful spirit, 
and laugh at walls and bulwarks; and have a free path and 
a clear field, and fear nothing. But, if sensible that I am 
nothing, and feeling only nothingness and weakness in my 
soul, and trembling at the sight of the danger that sur- 
rounds me, and at the mountains of difficulty that rise to 
heaven before me, I yet, though nature quails, go calmly 
forward, hoping agtunst reason and sense, and even hope, in 
simple faith on Him who is eternally near, who will go mOa 
me, and to whom it is a lisht thing to beat dov^iv m1(k a 
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word the ocean^s waves, and to thrash the mountains so 
tliat they shall become a plain; and if I walk by £Eiith oo 
the waves of nature's terror, without courage a hero, io 
weakness strong, in £untiDg valiant, then can I exult, and 
say, " God is my strength,** and my feet are set upon a rock. 
VVhat a miracle is this &dth, which includes omnipotence, 
which unites God and a worm in one being, and puts the 
sceptre of the Almighty in the hands of a babe. 

Elijah could not claim much distinction from birth, sta- 
tion, or the place of his nativity. He was bom, as we see 
from the text, among the mountains of Gilead, beyond Jor- 
dan, a country rich indeed, in all manner of fruits and herbs, 
balms and spices, but mostly peopled with blinded hea- 
thens, and covered with the idolatrous abominations of the 
Amorites. It lay not far from the spot where the devil 
afterwards entered into the swin/s, and we may easily con- 
ceive no Jew thought, unless from the strongest necessity, 
of making his home among these mountains. It may have 
been a poor household, perhaps a wretched bsmished 
Jewish family, in which the child Elijah was bom and 
brought up. His birth-place, Thisbe, was, indeed, no other 
than an obscure and sorry mountain village, and the lad 
could know very little of schods, universities, and the 
great world. But this is no other than the manner of our 
God, from the times of old, to take the instraments of a 
great ^work much rather out of the dust, than from off the 
throne, that it may be seen how all depends on his choice, 
and made manifest that flesh and blood hath not accom- 
plished this or that, but that the glory of it is His alone. 
For this reason, he was then preparing in Gilead the balm 
by which the health of the daughter of Zion should be 
recovered, and rearing up for himself in the bloody .den of 
the Amorites* country, the man, with whom, as with a 
hammer, he should dash altars in pieces, do judgment upon 
kings, and cut off the priests of Baal. The term ** I'lSH- 
BITE," when translated, means " Converter" and how stnk- 
mgly does this name agree with the whole life and peculiar 
vocation of our prophet. Of the youth of Elijah and his 
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earlier liistory we know nothing; only there is an old 
legeiid, which, though fabulous, is yet striking, to the fol- 
lowing effect : — On the birth of Elijah, his father, Soliach, 
is said to have seen a vision, in which a number of men 
dressed in white and shining garments appeared to stand 
round the child, and then wrapped him up, with every 
token of reverence, in swaddling bands of fire, and fed him 
with blazing flames. The priests are said to have inter- 
preted the vision thus : — ^That the family of Elijah should 
come to great distinction, and that he himself should judge 
Israel with the fire of his mouth. And what prediction 
was ever more exactly fulfilled I 

Elijah appears on the theatre of our history with a word 
of fiuth and power, " And Elijah the Tishbite. said/* And 
where does he utter it, and to whom, and when ? Hark I 
it is the voice of one crying in the wildernesef. Since the 
death of Solomon, evil had burst in on Israel, irresistible as 
on eaglets wings; and there was now no barrier strong 
enough to stem the torrent of universal corruption. Tlie 
despotic language of Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, on 
ascending the throne, that if his father had scourged the 
people with whips, he should chastise them with scorpions, 
excited disaffection, and led to the revolt of ten tribes, 
which renounced their allegiance, constituted themselves an 
independent kingdom, and formally elected Jeroboam, his 
general, to be their king. Only the two tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin remained subject to the new king, and, after 
him, to the royal house of David, and formed henceforth 
the kingdom of Judah, while the ten revolted tribes styled 
themselves the kingdom of Israel. The kings of Judah, 
who possessed the south of the promised land, resided at 
Jerusalem, on Mount Zion. The kings of Israel, whose 
realm included the northern parts, had their residence in 
the hill-fortress of Thirza, and afterwards in the city of 
Samaria. Both kingdoms continued at perpetual feud with 
each other ; but that was not the worst evil. Many thou- 
sand times worse was the internal disorder. Jeroboam 
began his reign by introducing, from political mo\.we^,«L xv^'v) 

2 
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form of worship. He was afraid that if the people con- 
tinued in connection with the Temple and the worship of 
God at Jerosalem, they would, bye and bye, decline from 
their allegiance to him, and return to the crown of David. 
He set up golden calves, therefore, in imitation of the 
cherubim of the Temple, changed the time of certiun festi- 
vals, and elected priests from all the tribes of the people 
indiscriminately, without restricting himself to the tribe of 
Levi. This mdawful worship of God became open idolatiy, 
when, in the year 900 before the birth of Christ, king 
Ahab, that feeble and characterless slave of his bloodthirsty 
wife Jezebel, ascended the throne of IsraeL Then it was 
at the instigation of this ungodly heathen woman of Sidon, 
that the worship of Baal was formally introduced as the 
national religion, and the fire and sword of persecution let 
loose against the worshippers of the true God. Alas, for 
the sad and evil time which then broke in, the dark night 
wliich brooded over the land, the horror and abomination 
which everywhere came to the light of day! Gloomy idol- 
temples rose up in all quarters, profane altars, red with the 
blood of slaughtered prophets and children of Gt)d, did 
despite to the Most High, and provoked Him to wrath and 
vengeance. The most crying injustice sat upon the throne, 
the maddest caprice was exalted to rules of government 
and policy. And every hill and mountain, wood and grove, 
house and hut, was polluted with the most shocking, licen- 
tious, and shameless rites and horrors of heathenism. Tlie 
devil appeared to have transferred his residence from hell 
to earth, and was striving to darken the sim of heaven with 
the smoke and vapour of the most horrible idolatry. 

And now behold I this is the time, these the circum- 
stances in which Elijah, the man of God, like a portrait in 
dark frame meets our view. The kingdom of Ahab and 
Jezebel is the dark theatre on which he enters in €k>d*8 
name, and where we shall behold his efforts; and a despotic 
prince, a bloodthirsty tyraness, a people lost to reason, and 
a multitude of ambitious and lying priests form the field of 
labour where he is to plough and sow. How will the man 
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of Gud acquit himself among ro crooked and perverse a 
generation? What fortunes shall he encounter on this 
ntormy sea? How will he find his way over such walls, 
mountains, and bulwarks? All this we shall discover in the 
sequel, and find ourselves every moment constrained, with 
strengthened faith and joyful hearts, to exclaim, '^The Lord, 
he is God! the Lord, he is God!" 

II. — So much, by way of introduction, for Elijah's exter- 
nal position. Let us now glance at his spirituzd character, 
and relation to God. This he indicates himself in the 
words of our text, when he says, "As the Lord God of 
Lsrael liveth. hefore whom I standi Elijah stood before 
the God of Israel ; that was his spiritual bent and attitude, 
and the character of his inward life. " My presence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest." — Exod. xxxiii. 14. 
Knowest thou the living rock that followed the people 
through the desert to Canaan, and that prince over the 
army of the Lord, who appeared with a drawn sword to 
Joshua at Jordan, and was himself the sword of his victo- 
ries, and the shield of his help. — Josh. v. 13-15. Dost thou 
indeed know him ? Christ is his name. He is the Lord, 
the God of Israel. Before him stand the. thousand times 
ten thousand; before him the angels, whom he makes 
spirits, the ministers whom he makes a flame of fire : before 
him stood Elijah. 

** Happy are thy people, and happy are those thy ser- 
vants that stand continually before thee." So spake the 
Queen of Sheba to Solomon. — 1 Kings x. 8. But a greater 
than Solomon is here ; and how much happier the servants 
who stand in the presence of the God of Israel ! But no 
one stands before Him in his own strength. Those whom 
he permits to stand in his presence, stand on his footing, in 
his strength, in his righteousness and beauty. For he bears 
an iron sceptre, and with it he beats down all who are pre- 
sumptuous enough to appear before him on their own merits^ 
to behold him in their own strength, to seek to \i^ xx^ ^^ 
head before him in their own righteousness. T\i\a \& xAwaJt 
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■8 the watchman in Isiuah, << Lord, I stand continually upon 
L"the watch-tower in the day-time ; and I am set in my ward 
B*^ 'Whole nights.** — ^Isa. xxi. 8. His life was a hearkenuig to 
■^God*8 Toice. He sought it in thunder and in storm, as 
10" well as in the still small voice. He listened to it in all the 
i^ turns of his life, as well as in the changing moods of senti- 
BJ> ment; and when he went forth a wanderer, his wandering 
m» was still a standing and a waiting; his way still led under 
■it fhe open canopy ; in the presence of his eternal king he 
irn^ Spent his days ; and his watchword was, ^ Speak, Lord, for 
1st fhy servant heareth.** Such was Elijah through the grace 
Mft of God. Thus he stood before "the Lord, the (jod of 
«0 IsraeV* 

::«• HI. — ^Let us now direct our eyes to Samaria, the idola- 

; # trous city. There stands the man of Gk>d in the midst of 

m- his enemies, fronting the tyrant Ahab, and he opens his 

mouth free and fearless in his Gk>d, and exclaims, so that 

■^ the ears of all tingle, "As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 

^. before whom I stand, there shall not be dew or nun these 

years, but according to my word.** Elijah 1 what art thou 

w doing? What a perilous venture I Is not this to put the 

.. honour of God at stake? Will they not ridicule him and 

^ thee also, if thy prediction be slow of accomplishment? 0, 

Elijah has no such fear. He knows who wiU maintain his 

cause. 

But how could Elijah make such announcement? Full 
of holy zeal for the honour of his God, he was inwardly 
persuaded that such suffering and penal judgment on the 
darkened land might melt the liardness of their hearts, and 
make the name of the Lord once more glorious in their 
eyes. He had laid the matter befure the Lord, as James 
Assures us in the end of his epistle, chap. v. 17. Elias was 
a man subject to hke passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain. And Amen I was the 
answer from above in his soul. Amen! be it so; into thy 
hands it is given to shut up and to open heaven. Elijah 
took this Amen of the living God, a& a «rwox^ \xv VCv^ YssaA. 
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he cannot bear. But to the worm in the dust, to the poor 
sinner, emptied of pride, that lies in his blood, he Bays, 
" G«t thee up : stand before me, behold my face with com- 
fort, and be not afraid.** He that desires to starid before 
him, and to lift up the head in his presence, must first have 
kun prostrate before him in the dust, in the writhings of 
conviction and repentance. How often may Elijah have 
lain on the earth, among the mountains of Gilead! how 
many tears may he have shed in lonely caves and holes of 
the rocks, ere he could say, '^ As the Lord liveth, the God 
of Israel, before whom I gUmd^ Elijah was a man recon- 
ciled to God through Christ Jesus, the Messiah, and clothed 
with his righteousness. All this lies in his words, " I stand 
before the I^rd, the God of Israel ;** all this is attested by 
the fact, that he it was whom Christ, about a thousand 
years later, deemed worthy to be, with Moses, a witness of 
his transfiguration on Mount Tabor. 

But this standing before the Lord, implies something yet 
more than the state of reconciliation to God in general. It 
denotes a farther and special relation to God. In this sense 
I stand before the Lord when it is my highest desire to 
know the will of the Lord perfectly, and when, from one 
moment to another, I can do nothing but strive to please 
him, and seek his glory. When I keep my eyes awake, 
and hold them at their post, as it were, to discover the sig- 
nals uf my king, and quicken the ears of my mind, to per- 
ceive liis voice and commands, within me and without me, 
and when I long for the least of his intimations, that I may 
run in the way of his commandments — ^then it is that I 
stand before the Lord. If this be my predominant charac- 
ter, I then belong to the class of Chiistians who have been 
called apostolicaly and who rejoice in outward effort, rather 
than in still contemplation. Elijah, like all God's children, 
had his part in both; but his prevailing disposition was 
that which he himself expresses in the text. He stood 
before the Lord. To be an instrument of the will of God, 
for the hallowing and glorifying of his name, that was his 
fervent desire. He could say alike of spiritual eye and ear, 
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Bs the watchman in Isaiah, <' Lord, I stand continually npon 
the watch-tower in the day-time ; and I am set in my ward 
whole nights.'* — ^Isa. xxi. 8. His life was a hearkenuig to 
God's voice. He sought it in thunder and in storm, as 
well as in the still small voice. He listened to it in all the 
turns of his Ufe, as well as in the changing moods of senti- 
ment; and when he went forth a wanderer, his wandering 
was still a standing and a waiting; his way still led under 
the open canopy ; in the presence of his eternal king he 
spent his days ; and his watchword was, *' Speak, Lord, for 
thy servant heareth." Such was Elijah through the grace 
of God. Thus he stood before *Hhe Lord, the God of 
Israel." 

HI. — ^Let us now direct our eyes to Samaria, the idola- 
trous city. There stands the man of GK>d in Uie midst of 
bis enemies, fronting the tyrant Ahab, and he opens his 
mouth free and fearless in his God, and exdaims, so that 
the ears of all tingle, '* As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew or rain these 
years, but according to my word." Elijah 1 what art thou 
doing? What a perilous venture I Is not this to put the 
honour of God at stake? Will they not ridicule him and 
thee also, if thy prediction be slow of accomplishment? 0, 
Elijah has no such fear. He knows who wiU maintain his 
cause. 

But how could Elijah make such announcement? Full 
of holy zeal for the honour of his God, he was inwardly 
persuaded that such sufifering and penal judgment on the 
darkened land might melt the liardness of their hearts, and 
make the name of the Lord once more glorious in their 
eyes. He had laid the matter before the Lord, as James 
Assures us in the end of his epistle, chap. v. 17. Elias was 
a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain. And Amen I was the 
answer from above in his soul. Amen! be it so; into thy 
hands it is given to shut up and to open heaven. Elijah 
took this Amen of the living God, as a sword u\ \v\^ Wv^ 
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Resting on this Amen, he announced the drought, with 
divine infallibility. All nature in Samaria seemed to shake 
the head at it, and to laagh the threatening to scorn. The 
luxuriant pastures and meadows, and the well-watered seats ' 
of springs, cried ever3rwhere to each other, '* Elijah, in this 
jou shall not succeed I" and many hundreds of bubbling 
fountains, and brooks, flowing through the land, and the 
vi^oury hills that form and attract the clouds, all seemed 
to have joined in one to falsify his word. But Elijah was 
not mistaken. He held the Amen of his God in the hand 
of faith, and what cared he for nature, probability, and 
reason. He silenced the Nay! of fountains, brooks, and 
clouds, with his Yea! and where all promised the bloom of 
yerdure, his words were. As the Lord liveth, there shall be 
a drought. Believe thou in like manner in the amen^ which 
God has once given thee in thy heart, to seal thy gracious 
state, and thy adoption. Be not thou deceived, either by 
thy questionmg nature, or by the weakness of thy flesh, or 
by the over-scrupulous conscience, or by the devil, the 
spirit that always gainsayeth. Keep thyself fixed in fiuth 
on the divine amen once granted thee, and abide by it, and 
say, " As the Lord the GK>d of Israel liveth and endureth 
for ever, nothing shall condemn me, or separate me from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus." 

" As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word." 
Elijah said it, and straightway the heavens and the earth 
changed their appearence. The heaven became as iron 
and brass, and its moisture was stayed. The word of the 
prophet fell like a fever upon the bowels of the earth, 
parching and burning, and all that was fresh and green 
grew languid and drooping, and every bubbling spring and 
flowing brook was dried up, and all that had breath lay 
gasping and pining on the ground. For three years and a 
half there fell neither rain nor dew — so mightily did the 
word of one feeble man work, but of a man who stood in 
covenant and harmony of will with the Omnipotent. 

We conclude. my flock, blessed of the Lord, verily 
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rerily I say uoto you, it shall not be more tolerable for 
you than for Samaria and Israel, if the high places in your 
hearts are not speedily removed, the groves cut down, and 
the idols broken in pieces, before which even you (alas ! 
that it should still be true of the majority) more secretly 
or more openly bow the knee. Ah, is it so, that the hea* 
ven has already begun to close over lis ? How sparingly 
falls the dew of the spirit, how few are raised from death, 
and how long is it since the sound of abundance of heavenly 
rain was heard in our vale.* How is this ? Perhaps there 
is an Elijah come forth among us, with his word, " As the 
Lord liveth, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years.** 
Or, does Elijah sleep, forgetting to loose again what he has 
bound ? Church of God, little flock of Israel, people of his 
profession, thou art Elijah I Thy tongue is also made to 
call forth clouds and rain, and is as a rod to break the brazen 
doors in sunder. Ah, sleep not I for " the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.*' — James v. 16, 
Go, pray, pray for dew and rain upon the thirsty ground, 
and then announce it from the amen of thy heart, The 
drought will soon be at an end : get thee up, eat and drink, 
and be joyful, for there is a sound of abundance of rain. 
May God grant it in his grace. Amen I 



n.-ELUAH AT THE BROOK CHEMTH. 

In those moments of alarm and peril, when Israel stood on 
the shore of the Ked Sea, not knowing which way to turn, 
while before them the deep waters roared, behind them the 
enraged Egyptians rushed on with chariots and horsemen, 
and on both sides impassible cliffs rose abruptly like walls 
on high, and made all flight impossible, the Lord appeared 
to Moses, and said, *' Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they go foi*ward.** — Exod. 
ziv. 15. 

* Tke Tale of Barmen, where the author then Tend«^ 
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Great must have been the surprise of the man of Grod at 
this command, and when the people also were apprised of 
it, their surprise and astonishment must have been still 
greater. There had been in the prophet's mouth nether 
crying nor sighing: on the contrary, he appeared strong and 
resolved, and was even zealously concerned to comfort and 
support the people with all his might, and to keep before 
their minds the promises, with which the God-amen, had 
80 solemnly engaged and sworn to be their shield and 
defence. *' Fear ye not/* he cried through aH their ranks, 
" stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will show to you to-day: for the Egyptians, whom ye have 
seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The 
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." — 
Exod. xiv. 13, 14. And, as he thus cried through the 
ranks, in appearance so strong, so heroic, and so joyful in 
his God, the word came from the Lord, " Moses, why criest 
thou unto me?" 

Moses alone was in a situation to comprehend that divine 
call. And comprehend it he did. In his mouth, there had 
indeed been no cry, but a cry all the more in his heart, and 
though his look was bold, and valiant, and undismayed, as 
that of a young hero, for the people^s sake, that they might 
not despair, alas! in the mind of the man of God, all looked 
quite otherwise. There all was trouble and extremity, per- 
plexity and terror. His faith struggled in violent conflict 
with the billows of doubt, which impetuously stormed and 
bore in upon him, and threatened to bury him in their fury; 
and the promises of his God, though he seemed to have 
them as a rock under his feet, and a sceptre in his right 
hand, fell, alas! upon his soul only like the moon-beams on 
the ruffled bosom of a lake, broken, quivering, and glancing 
to and fro, without being able to form a settled image. 
The Lord saw clearly the prophets struggle, and before 
Moses found time to make liis plaint to God, and to cry 
out to him, *^Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief," the 
Lord had, with tender care, resolved to calm the storm in 
the prophet's breast, and he calmed it with the words, 
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"Why criest thou to me? speak unto the chfldren of Israel, 
that they go forward." 

We have a God, my friends, who is at home in the 
depths of our hearts, and whose eyes run incessantly Hke a 
flame of fire through the chambers of our soul, and descend 
to the darkest recess of our being. Before we have din- 
closed and laid before him our want and misery, he takes 
measures to help and heal us, and regards our misery as ii 
it were a prayer, and hears not us, but our distress. At all 
times he knows perfectly, and far better than we know our- 
selves, what is good and profitable and needful for his chil- 
dren, and assuredly he never acts otherwise than they them- 
selves would pray that he should deal with them, could they 
but see so clearly into their spiritual necessities as he sees 
into them. But we know only in rare cases, what is for 
our good, and therefore the ways by which God leads us, 
are, for the most part, dark and perplexing, just because 
the why and the wherefore are hid from our view. But 
how hard, how painful, and how aimless soever his dealings 
toward us may now and then appear, they are in truth, 
nothing else than the actual hearing, if not of our expressed 
prayers, yet of our misery, and of our unknown and unfelt 
wants. They are all, without exception, ways of mercy, 
and their simple end is health and salvation. 

"Moses! why criest thou to me? speak to the children 
of Israel, that they go forward." Thus spake the Lord. 
And what a mandate ! *' Lord I seest thou not the sea at 
our feet, how fearfully it rages ?" " Go forward." " Lord I 
can our feet walk upon the billows, and pass over the 
abjrss?" "Go forward." "Lord, Lord! where is the 
bridge, then, that thou has raised, or the boats of passage? 
Wilt thou. Lord, have thy people lost in the wild waters, 
and Egypt blaspheme thy name ?" " Say I not that ye go 
forward?" speaks the Almighty; but yet he touches no 
billow, to cahn and smooth it, nor drieil up the bottom of 
the sea, but lets it heave and storm at will ; and, pointing 
towards the wild tumult, he speaks, " Go forward. Go for- 
ward ! They must venture upon his word \ t\\ey mwsX \i^- 
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lieve before they see, and march forward upon trust. They 
do venture ; and behold, in the moment when they make 
ready to go forward in the name of their God, and to tread 
upon the raging element, then struck by the rod of the pro- 
phet, the waves separate and divide, and tower up like a wall 
on their right hand and their left, and in the midst there is 
a dry passage, and Israel joyfully marches through. 

Thus does our gracious God work. We must venture 
npon his word, and truly there is no hazard in all that we 
venture in his name; and where his command is, ''For- 
ward I" be it into fire, or storm, or sea, let us advance with 
confidence, and the issue shall be glorious. Truths like 
these of the most consolatory nature, we shall find to-day 
confirmed, as we now proceed with the history of our pro- 
phet. 

1 KINGS zviL 2-e. 

** And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying; Get thee hence, and 
torn eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jor- 
dan. And it shall be that thoa shalt drink of the brook; andlhavecom^ 
manded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went, and did according nnco 
the word of the Lord; for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith that Is be- 
fore Jordan. And the ravens bronght him bread and flesh in the morning; 
and bread and flesh in the evening, and he drank of the brook.** 

Here is a cool refreshing spring opened in our history for 
all who have to follow £lijah*s footsteps, and to bear £lijah*s 
cross. Hither, then, all that dwell in the desert, and mourn 
amid the shade and gloom of the wilderness ! Bring with 
you vessels for the hidden manna ; draw and drink abun- 
dantly that your hunger and sadness may cease. 

We sliall at present direct our attention, I. To Elijah*s 
pi-eplexity ; H. God^s conunand ; HI. The prophet's faith ; 
IV. The reward of his faith. 

I. Elijah, biuning with zeal for the honour of Him 
whom he served, had made his prayer to the Lord, " Lord, 
it is time. Break forth, and save the honour of thy name. 
For the iniquity of the people is full ; and there is no end 
of their wickedness. Show that thou. Lord, art God in- 
deed, and smite the land with thy judgments, that Samaria 
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may leam that thine is the kingdom, and that Tliirza may 
bow at thy feet.*' Thus prayed Elijah ; and the Almighty 
said, ''Amen ; be judgment given into thy hand. Shut up 
the heaven for years, and command the clouds to become 
iron and brass, and shed down neither dew nor rain.** And 
Elijah, joyful in God, broke forth as a fire, flew to Samaria, 
burst through the guards and gates of the royal palace, like 
another king, and stopped noc till he had reached the 
tyrant's throne. There, in the sight of Ahab and his 
crowd of minions, he opens his mouth, and calls aloud, so 
that soon the sound filled all the land, and made all ears to 
tingle, " There shall be neither rain nor dew these years, 
but according to my word." 

The word was spoken in God's name, in holy burning 
zeal, and the judgment immediately broke forth. Dread- 
ful harbingers came first; then the full plague. All-con- 
suming, like the flaming eye of the God of vengeance, the 
sun glared from heaven upon the earth; its rays were 
changed into arrows of destruction and of death; the air 
was parched and sultry, and carried up, h'ke a lawless sea 
of fire, every streamlet firom its bed, and every fountain 
from its source. Plants and trees dropped their loaves, 
and died; the cattle crept groaning over the parched up 
meadows, the wild beasts moaned in the forests, the dearth 
rose to the highest, and it was not long till fEmiine reigned 
throughout the land, giving ''cleanness of teeth," and chang- 
ing houses and fields into scenes of mourning and woe. 

Where is now Elijah? Where should he be? He shares 
the conmion lot. No angel came to rescue him ; no chariot 
of ^e has borne him upward. There he stands with the 
sinners on the same scene of judgment, to all appearance 
himself exposed to the vengeance which he had called 
down, and obnoxious to famine and destruction with the 
ungodly. There he stands, and must groan and languish 
like the rest, threatened by the same danger, and besides, 
execrated by a whole people, vilified, persecuted, and de- 
voted to death. It seems as if he were about to share 
Samson's fate, who tore down the pillars of the tem^W q& 
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Dagon, aiid was buried with the PhiliRtines in the same 
ruin. Truly it was no light task, in such a situation and 
amid such circumstances, to hold fast his faith. What 
must have been the struggle of his inmost soul, in view of 
the universal suffering around him, and of his own dangers? 
How often may natural pity, at one time, natural fear and 
despondency at another, have cried within him, " Elijah, 
why hast thou prayed for this !" Yes, it is not difficult -to 
imagine in what preplexity and confusion the prophet must 
have found himself. His joy and triumph were by this 
time well nigh over, and no other stay was left than simple 
faith in the amen of his God, and the conviction, " I have 
acted in God*s name, and he will see to the issue." 

Experiences like those which Elijah must now have 
passed through, are not uncommon in the kingdom of God. 
Almost every Christian meets with something like this in 
his own history, in one form or other. They are pressed 
in spirit to do or utter this or that particular tiling; th6 
impulse is strong, the inward call is irresistible. Over- 
flowing with holy zeal, borne away by a mighty spirit of 
triumph, and losing all self-control, the man takes liis 
course like a ship with spread sails, for which the wind is 
too strong ; and before time has been found for reflection 
and weighing of the consequences, the step is taken, the 
word is uttered. Then, all at once, he is made aware what 
he has risked; he sees himself thrown forward into a region 
of difficulties and dangers, which seem far to surpass the 
measure of our common faith and ability; he has, with 
Peter, stepped down upon the open sea, the wind howls 
frightfully, the waves threaten him with destruction : gladly 
would he retrace his steps, but the way of return is barred, 
and retrejit can no more be thought of, however he may 
repent of his rashness. The elated zeal which overcame 
us is burnt to the socket, the soul cries in despair, ^* Lord, 
save us : we perish I" 

This was the case, for example, with many of the admir- 
able men who were recently compelled to leave their coun- 
try for their religion. In opposition to the spirit of worldly 
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power and greatness, they preached to their flocks the 
simple Gospel, repentance towards Ged and faith towards 
oitr Lord Jesus Christ. Herein lay sufficient danger for 
them, which they still, howeyer, in some measure avoided, 
as they prudendy refrained from attacking the national 
church and denouncing the unchristian inroads of the go- 
▼emment on its liherties. But before they were aware, 
their lips were opened in their pulpits by Another, so that 
they were constrained, all at once, to utter what they woult] 
not, and, borne away by holy zeal, to disclose the danger 
which threatened the ruin of the national church. Every 
thing was then exposed without fear or reserve, so that 
the ears of the people tingled. Uzziah was denounced for 
his unpardonable presumption in seeking to unite the sword 
and the censer in the same hand. They could no longer 
keep silence respecting the dark design of reducing the 
the church of Christ to heathenism; they boldly proclaimed 
that nothing else was intended than wickedly to steal away 
the ark of the covenant, and to smuggle the images of false 
doctrine and precept into the sanctuary. The complaint 
was openly made to God, that the churches had been 
robbed of that treasure, the Heidelberg Catechism, while 
books inspired by the spirit of antichrist had been forced 
vn masters and scholars in its stead; and, that the last 
pillars of their ancient ecclesiastical constitution were 
shaken, in order to convert the church of Christ into a 
political institution. Many of the estimable preachers so 
far foi^got themselves, and gave themselves up so entirely 
to the Spirit of God, that they publicly declared that they 
could not reconcile it with their conscience to adhere to 
such a church any longer. 

The word was spoken ; the spark was thrown into the 
mine ; who can recal it ? The people were in tlie greatest 
excitement; many went directly after sermon to tlieir 
teachers and declared to them their resolution to separate 
from such a church ; others wavered, and were much per- 
plexed. The majority vented their feelings in curses^ re- 
vilings, and threatenin^s to stone these fearless mtiv^'&^^V 
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and the arm of civil power fell upon them in deposition, 
imprisonment, and exile. The worthy men had not thought 
of such consequences. Consternation came upon them like 
an armed man. The cheerful zeal which inspired them in 
their pulpits, and in the ardour of which they regarded only 
God and his cause — ^not themselves and their own worldly 
prospects — ^was soon all but extinguished in the flood of 
these tribulations, so that they could only say, " Had we 
foreseen the consequences, we had rather have kept si- 
lence;" and notliing was left them but the conviction, "We 
have been directed of God ; our own wisdom would have 
acted otherwise." And now this faith in God is the pil- 
grim's staff on which they still to this day, though now and 
then with a sigh for the past, wander about, without fear 
or sadness, in a strange land. It has helped them glori- 
ously, and will never fail. 

What befell these men on a large scale, a thousand 
Christians experience on a smaller, in various ways. One, 
under the influence of the spirit of love, confidently entrusts 
his whole property, for Christ's sake, to a brother in embar- 
rassment; but when he comes to reflection, and sees the 
consequences of this step disclose themselves in his own 
want, or that of his children, or in other perplexities, his 
joy is gone, and his heart is terrified. Another, carried 
away by holy zeal, will, after long reserve, come forth at 
length before his friends and family, with an open and joy- 
ful confession of Christ crucified, or with an earnest call to 
repentance. But no sooner is the deed done, and he learns 
what a fire of resentment he has kindled around him, and 
how the peace of his own household is broken, than his zeal 
is cooled, and he is wretchedly cast down. What, then, is 
he to do ? Retract his confession ? This, for his Lord's 
sake, he cannot, dare not do : he must let the fire bum. 
Another is moved, in the confidence of his heart, to pray 
to God for still nearer communion with Himself, and if this 
cannot be realized in the way of peace, that he would send 
tribulation. The trials come, the waters of tribulation roU 
over him; but, alas! the tribulation, when it is at hand. 
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geems no more joyous, but grievous. The joyful frame in 
which he prayed is overcast, he repents him of his petition, 
and his heart is filled with repining and sorrow. 

Are we, then, to take nothing in hand without first cal- 
culating the consequences? I reply, where it is possible 
to sit down before hand and count the cost, let us by all 
means do it. But let whoso can do it, where it is impossi- 
ble. We cannot make this rule of calculation universal. 
The lion roars, and who shall not fear? The Lord God 
speaks, and who shall not prophecy ? The tide rushes on, 
who shall stay it? The Idve of Christ constrains, who 
shall restrain it? The fire bursts forth, who shall quencli 
it ? Necessity has here no law ; and follow what will from 
discharge of duty, this I know, '' God has constrained me, 
and I have been constrained : of Him it is, and not of the 
flesh.'* With this faith much is already overcome. On 
this yon may rely with confidence, that if ever God's arm 
is stretched forth to help any, it is those who, in obedience 
to his call, *' Come hither," have cheerfully and without 
consulting with flesh and blood, stepped down and ventured 
at bis bidding on the stormy waves. This we shall learn 
from the example of the prophet. 

n. Elijah remained not long in tills solitary situation, 
left to the musings of his heavy heart. When he was quite 
without counsel, the counsellor appeared ; when he saw no 
way of escape, the gates opened of their own accord. This 
is God's procedure. " The word of the Lord," it is said, 
*' came to him." How welcome a voice in a land of deso- 
lation and woe ! for if the word of the Lord visit us, this 
is no other than God's eternal love and mercy, since the 
word of the Lord is Christ. Nothing is more blessed at all 
times than to be visited and inwardly addressed by Christ. 
But it is most of all blissful and desirable when we have 
begun some enterprise in his name ; and behold we have 
thereby kindled a fire that threatens to devour us and our 
associates ; when we have, at his bidding, ventured xx^oxv «k 
step, whose consequeDces are such as to confownd \x&, fa\^ 
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make us stand in doubt whether that step has been taken 
with God^s will and at his command. This uncertainty is 
then indescribably painful, and carries our distress and per- 
plexity to the utmost. And how gladly do we welcome 
Him when he, in such circumstances, unexpectedly knocks 
again at our door, and causes us to hear the sweetness of 
his voice; when he, in any way whatever, gives us to under- 
stand that we had acted rightly, and by some farther deal- 
ing towards us, leaves us no more in doubt of his full ap- 
proval of our conduct ; and either by some visible outward 
relief, or an inward testimony of grace and assurance of 
adoption, gives us an unambiguous token that he is not 
angry with us, but regards us with love, and will perfect 
that which concemeth us. Ah, this joy surpasses all other 
joy, and though the outward trouble may remain as it was, 
this joy makes the heart strong to bear it. 

" The word of the Lord came to £l\jah,^* it is said. Not 
that there was any word of Elijah to Jehovah. No, he is 
gracious enough to visit his children uninvited, to antici- 
pate their request with his counsel. He does not always 
wait for their prayers. It does not always happen as the 
proverb says, that " Want teaches men to pray." Alas J 
how great is . the confusion often when the waters of afflic- 
tion suddenly roll over our heads, or imminent dangers 
compass us about. One looks to the winds, another to the 
waves. One seizes the rudder uf human strength, another, 
the frail anchor of human hope ; but, *^ Master, awake, we 
perish I" is forgotten by all ; or, if the Lord is thought 
of, there is either a want of faith or of filial courage and 
confidence, and scarcely a step is taken to seek the Lord. 
How justly might he be offended at this, and leave us to 
suffer for it. But no ; he chooses rather to shame his 
children through love, and to heap coals of fire upon their 
heads. Even when uncalled, he visits them, and breaks 
in upon them not unfrequently with light and salvation, 
where his presence was not only not desired, but where he 
had been affronted by unbelief. These visits of the Lord, 
however, you may rest assured of it, may well hunible and 
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abase us, melt onr hearts, and stop our mouths, so that we 
have not a word to say for shame and confusion of fiice. 
His pure unmerited grace strikes then in full splendour 
iairiy on our eyes ; there is nothing that one can regard as 
in the least a concurring cause of the manifestatioii of good, 
no prayer, no sigh, no upward look uoto the Lord, not eyen 
a thought of him ; so that we can only cast our eyes down- 
wards and kiss the feet of our Lord, and exclaim, ^ This is 
pure, free grace I*' A salutary mortification this of our in- 
ward pride, a precious lesson tliat '* it is not of him that 
willeth, or of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy." 

To return to our narrative. The Lord had come to the 
prophet not. only to calm his fears, but to take him out of 
the way of danger. This was, however, to happen in such 
a way as might equally gloxify the name of the Lord, and 
teach the prophet a salutary lesson of faith. Hence he 
was carried away on no cloud or chariot of fire. Hence he 
was not borne through the sky, nor did a host of angels 
hover round him. In such a deliverance there would have 
been little room for faith. Grod pointed out a different 
path, ''Get thee hence, and turn eastward, and hide thyself 
by the brook CSherith, that is before Jordan. And it shall 
be that thou shalt drink of the brook, and I have com^ 
manded the ravens to feed thee there." A singular direc- 
tion, as it seems a step from one evil into many. But know 
ye what the Lord said to Manoah, " Wherefore askest thou 
after my name, seeing it is wonder/ul,''^ — Judges xiii. 18. 
Yes, ufonderfid is his name, and liis way, ''and his paths 
are in the deep waters." 

Tou ask whether the Lord still shows his children the 
path of duty, as he did the prophets in times of old. Un- 
doubtedly; not indeed with an audible voice, but neverthe- 
less with the same certainty and distinctness. This he 
does generally by shutting and barring up all other ways 
and leaving only one open to us. This is then, in effect 
to say, "Tlius shall ye go, and turn neither to the ri!^Vv\ 
hand nor to the left." Does he lead us by a gaAdaxi&^ it^iSL 

3 
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within? Then he secretly suggests to us tlie course we 
should follow, and makes all £uther choice impossible. 
Should we strive to take another direction than that in- 
wardly suggested, our peace is immediately disturbed, and 
such a storm arises in the soul that we must retrace our 
steps. Does he lead .us by outward guidance? Then he 
brings us into such circumstances and relations that we 
have only one way to fall back upon ; as we see all others 
barred before us by outward providences. The ways which 
our Lord thus points out to us are, in general, like those of 
Elijah, specially selected for the trial of our £Edth and the 
crucifixion of our old man. Only follow on with confi- 
dence; for, as often as the Lord says to one of his children, 
" Gret thee hence, and hide thyself in the wilderness of Jor- 
dan, and by the brook Cherith," he adds also, aloud or in a 
whisper in the depths of his heart, '^ and the ravens shall 
feed thee there.'* Every way which he points out haa its 
own promise ; and we may dismiss all alarm so soon as we 
know for certain that the way is of God^s direction. 

III. How then did Elijah receive the command of his 
God ? There was something in him, as in every other, to 
which this direction of the Lord ran directly counter, and 
that could not reconcile itself to the divine procedure. His 
old man was ready with a multitude of objections. How 
could it please him that, instead of a more speedy and 
marvellous deliverance, he should be required to retire on 
foot like an ordinary person? Why he was directed to 
proceed on the morrow into the land of Judea, that shared 
in the judgment of Samaria, he could not see. Nor could 
it at all cheer him to be directed to the lonely wilderness 
and the brook Cherith, in a gloomy and uninhabited forest. 
That he should there be secure from the machinations (A 
Ahab and his enemies, or that the waters there also should 
not be dried up in the general drought, was to him very 
questionable. And then, his being fed by ravens, those 
tmdean and ravenous creatures; that was to him far from 
inviting in itself, as it lay beyond tlie horizon of his reason 
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and experieuce; so that he could have wept at the pros- 
pect, or, with Sarah, have laughed in his heart. But how- 
ever much nature might oppose, or the old man object and 
murmur, they were thwarted, beat down, and crucified. 
For there was also another principle in £lijah, which con- 
demned his own nature, and acquiesced in the will of God. 

This, however, is £u: from saying that Elijah could not, 
with fervency of joy, render thanks for the command which 
he had received, and exult in it with heartfelt triumph. 
Perhaps his mind was a good deal troubled and depressed 
with it, but still confident, and firm in faith which doubted 
not at that which it did not see. '* Is it the command of 
God," he might think, '* then it is holy, and just, and good. 
God^s commissions to his children, what are they but hid- 
den promises? Since he hath told me, 'Get thee from 
hence,' I know well that he will make a path for me, help 
me to the end, and shield me by the way. For he deceives 
DO one. No serpent ^lall sting me, no lion shall devoiur 
me, for I walk on the Lord^s errand. Since he commands 
me, ' Turn thee eastward,^ I am assured that, though I seem 
to be moving westward, the mom shall rise over my head. 
Since he commands me to hide myself by the brook Che- 
rith, which is before Jordan, the brook Cherith must be for 
me a safe retreat, even if it flowed not in the wilderness, 
but through the palace of Samaria. I shall drink of the 
brook : he says' it, and this is warrant and security enough 
that the sun will be enjoined not to touch this brook with 
his scorching rays." Thus thought the prophet ; and then 
he would proceed farther, "God's promises are, in sub- 
stance, injunctions, the fulfilling of which he unalterably 
imposes on himself. Has he said, ' I will do this or that 
for thee,' he mttst needs bring it to pass for his own name's 
sake. Thus, the ravens shall certainly come, and must 
sooner die of hunger themselves than allow me to want." 
Thus spoke Elijah with himself in his heart. And then he 
took the word of the Lord into the hand of faith, as the 
staff of his pilgrimage, and journeyed forwards; aud, ^Yi^a?- 
ever he grew yfeary, he leaned upon this staff, an^ \»& 



36 ELUAU TUE TISHBITE. 

• 

strength revived : and when danger threatened him bj the 
waj, in view of this staff he was not afraid. Have yon 
such a staff in your hands, my dear brethren? Are yoa 
assured, with Elijah, that the path you tread has been 
pointed out to you by God; and has any divine promise 
been received by you and made your own — either a particu- 
lar promise, or a general one like this? "Fear not, for I 
have redeemed thee. When thou passest through the 
waters, they shall not overflow thee." — ^Isaiah xliii. 1, 2. 
Oh, is it not true that all is then well, and sure, and cer- 
tain ? Behold, then, our prophet, the lonely wanderer, as 
he sets forth on his journey I It seems as if we heard the 
firm tread of his footsteps echo in our ear, while we read 
that '^ he went and did according to the word of the Lord; 
for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before 
Jordan," 

rV. Come with me, and let us visit this man of God in 
his new abode. He has just arrived. A desert tract, not 
far from the Jordan, is spread out before our eyes. A dull 
silence reigns over the wild, broken only by the cry of the 
lonely bittern; while, amid heath and juniper, the ostrich 
broods, and no one disturbs her repose. No path is to be 
seen, no track of human footsteps — all is forsaken, lonely, 
and desolate. Let us cross through, and approach the 
Jordan. Yonder lies our path, where the naked rocks rise 
abruptly to heaven, and the woods hang so dark around. 
Pass now through this thicket, and now through this narrow 
gorge, and then down into the tangled dell, where the brook 
gurgles along, and forces its way from rock to rock. Be- 
hold, there sits the man of God; here is his house; the blue 
heaven, his roof; the bare rocks, his walls; his seat, the 
mossy stone; the shady wood, his bed-cliamber; his couch, 
the green grass; and his company, the murmuring brook, 
and the cawing ravens above him in the trees. There he 
sits in his hairy mantle, silent and ruminating; and as often 
as the loneliner«s is ready to overcome him, or the hiss of 
adders near him, and the roar of lions in the distance to 
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nn him, he says within himself, '^I sit here at God'i 
ding; and his footsteps are among these rocks;** and 
11 he regains courage and hope through faith. And now 
|ah has had his home here for a whole year. It sounds 
redible, and even awful. But how would you be astound- 
to learn, from Elijah's own assurance, that he had, 
ough the whole lengthened period, known nothing of 
imn; and that his solitude had become from day to day 
J solitary, nay more lively and cheerful. And doubtless 
it was. He needed neither books nor company, neither 
rk nor diversion, to entertain him. A book, ample 
ogh, he had in silent nature around him, and the trea- 
3 of his own experience, which he could turn over at 
I. Work enough he had in self-examination, prayer, 
converse with Him who seeth in secret; company 
ngh in fel]ow8hip with the Lord his God, whose whis- 
9 and footsteps, even the gentlest, he could discern far 
.*e readily and surely in this stilly solitude, than amidst 
tumult of the world. Nature, that lay all around him, 
Q transformed itself into a fairly-written scripture, and 
ame his Bible, stored with matter enough for reflection 
study. The rock by which he dwelt preached to him 
k rock that ever liveth, and on which he had builded for 
mity. The brook had its own voice, and had much to 
that was sweet and comforting, of God's truth and faith- 
tess; and told of other waters that were yet to come, 
eh God should pour upon the thu*sty, of floods for the 
ground, and of streams that he should open in the 
ert. And now the shady trees began to preach, and 
letly to direct the prophet to the tree of life, in whose 
de a mansion stood already prepared for him, and to the 
venly palms, from whose tops eternal peace should one 
' breathe on him. Then the cheerful songsters in the 
and the wild roses in the thickets, would sing to him, 
e still, Elijah, and free from care. He who remem- 
B us 80 faithfully in this wilderness, feeding the one, and 
ing freshness and beauty to the other, how shall He not 
e for thee?" Every thing, in short, would be^ix \o\ln^ 
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and breathe around him; to reason and to teach; the stars 
in the tirmament, the flowers on the bank, the drops on the 
leaves, the zephyrs among the trees; so that Elijah would 
then vividly experience the truth of what the apostle says, 
" There are so many kinds of voices in the world, and none 
of them is without signification,^' 1 Cor. xiv. 10; and 
could sing, with David, " The voice of the Lord is power- 
ful; the voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness,^' FsaL 
zxix. 6, 8. 

And having thus pleased and delighted himself a while 
with the outer world, and its figurative scripture, he would 
turn inward upon himself and bury himself in self-contem- 
plation, listening to the voices of this mysterious region, 
and to what was stirring and passing there. At one time, 
he would catch a new view of the depth of his own ruin 
and misery, and so find somethmg to weep and mourn over, 
and lay before the Lord. At another time, his eye.would 
rest upon the work of grace within him, and the indnbitabl^ 
proof of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, furnished by his 
acts of creation, breathing, witnessing, and working in the 
soul ; and then the melody of psalms would rise among the 
clifis as in a temple of God, and hymns of devout thanks- 
giving would circle wondrously on the mountain echo, fisur 
through the depths of the wilderness. 

Oh, let no one be ever too much cast down, should the 
Lord direct him to the wilderness of Jordan and the brook 
Cherith. Thus he deals occasionally with his children still, 
and in various ways. Behold, if he visit thee with sick- 
ness, so that thou must be alone with thyself on thy bed 
and in thy chamber, or if thy friends mistake thee, and 
leave and desert thee as an outcast to whom no one will 
open his house or heart more, or if thou must sojourn in 
Meshech, and dwell among men of a strange language, who 
do not understand thee and laugh at thy ways; in such 
cases thou sittest with Elijah by the brook Cherith. " But 
be of good cheer: be not afraid.'' Such seclusion and 
abandonment, oh, how blessed and salutary may it prove I 
Numberless Christians have been constrained to confess 
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aloud, that it was in their imprisonment, or place of exile, 
on the lonely couch of sickness, or in the days when they 
were disowned and forsaken of men, and cast off by the 
world, that they jfirst entered rightly into their own heart, 
and sonnded the tme state of their soul to the bottom; that 
it was then that the leaven of the Pharisees (which is 
hjrpocrisy) was forced out of their tempers, and a Saviour 
desired who was no longer a dream of the fancy, so that to 
struggle in good earnest after close communion with him 
then began; and a cleaving to his side; and a Jacobus wrest* 
ling with him till the dawn of day, which they had known 
before only in word, became a real palpable fact of personal 
history, and entered into the soul and marrow of their own 
experience; and a hundred other matters of vital Christi- 
anity, of which they had till then only speculated, became 
experimentally true in their own life. There also were 
they for the first time brought into the number of those 
sheep who hear Ida voice, and became inwardly persuaded, 
as never before, that he really lives and converses with his 
children fiice to face as a man with his friend, and has a 
personal walk and communion with them; and never did 
they experience so strong, inmiediate, and indubitable 
tokens of his unwearied and tender care, and gracious pre- 
sence, as even then, when their path was solitary and over 
the desert, and they were obliged to be with their Lord 
alone in the wide world. Be comforted, then, ye that dwell 
by the brook Cherith, and in the wilderness, for God*s dew 
can drop upon the dwellings of the wilderness, as David 
sings; the pastures of the wilderness are rich in blessings, 
and even its thorns must bear figs, and its thistles grapes 
for God^s children. 

'' Thou shalt drink of the brook, and the ravens shall feed 
thee there.'* Thus spake the Lord : and, however wondeiv 
fbl and unheard of it might sound, Elijah bowed his head 
and believed the promise; and his faith did not deceive 
him. All that the Lord had spoken was yea and amen, 
and '^not one good word failed.** It was not long till 
the whole land was like a heath, and field and ^ooii «& 
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if wasted by fire ; one spot alone remained cool and green, 
the rocky vale of the prophet. Every fountain was exhaust- 
ed ; every rushing woodland brook dried up by the parch- 
ing heat ; only one brooklet continued to murmur, the little 
brook Cherith, and it remained as cool and clear, as fresh 
and foil, as if no drought were in the land. The ravens too 
fulfilled their office. How wonderful! this ravenous and 
insatiable bird, unclean according to the law, and so voraci- 
ous and unfeeling that it would let its own brood die of 
hunger, if God did not interpose, as he speaks in Job 
xxxviii. 41, "Who provideth for the raven his food? when 
his young ones cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat*' 
^those creatures here meet us engaged in services of the 
most unselfish love, as if dead to the natural instinct of their 
species, coming and going at God*8 bidding, denying their 
own appetite, and bent on the kindest office to man. When 
the grey dawn looks over the parted rocks, their cry is 
heard in the trees, and when Elijah awakes, he sees his 
store of provision for the day lying at his feet ; and at fall 
of evening, they are there again, the black messengers, richly 
laden with meat and bread ; and hungry as each may be, 
none dare yield to his appetite. And this takes place not 
once merely, but a whole year round, twice a day, without 
intermission. fooUshness of God, how precious art thou 1 
let the world fashion to itself what stately gods it will, who 
rule only by grand and general laws I We adhere to the 
God of Elijah, and rejoice in the minute care of his provi- 
dence. 

And this God still liveth, a living Saviour, who can be 
felt aud found, whose delights are with the sons of men, 
and about whose servants and handmaids a mighty army 
ordained to wait ; who says, ^^ Come," and they come ; and 
"Go," and they go; who regards not the wisdom or art of. 
the world, but makes dogs the physicians of his servants, 
and ravens their ministers, as he pleases ; who mocks the 
proud, and sports as it were with his children; and of whose 
wonders there is no end to this day. What other was it 
than the God of Elijah, who lately in our neighbourhood 
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delivered a poor man so kindly out of his distress, not in- 
deed by a raven, but by a poor singing bird. The man was 
sitting early at his house door, and his eyes were red with 
weeping, and his sighs rose to heaven, for he was expecting 
a visit from the officers of justice to distrain him for a small 
debt, from which no one could be prevailed on to save him 
by a loan; and, as he sat there with a heavy heart, there 
flew a little bird through the street, that fluttered in distress 
up and down as if it could find no rest, till at last, quick as 
an aiTOw, it flew over the good man's head into the cottage 
and perched upon an empty cupboard. The good man 
who little dreamt who had sent him the bird, hastily shuts 
the door, catches the bird, and puts in a cage, where it 
presently began to sing very sweetly, and it seemed to the 
man as if it were the tune of a fkvourite hymn. "Fear 
thou not when darkness reigns;*' and he listened gladly, 
fend his heart caught up the sentiment. Suddenly there 
came a knock to his door. Ah I the officers of justice, 
thought the poor man, and was sore afraid. But no I it 
was the servant of a respectable lady, who told him that 
the neighbours had seen a bird fly into his house, and that 
he wished to know if he had caught it. " yes," replied 
the man, " there it is,'* and the bird was carried away. 
After some minutes, however the servant returned, — " You 
haye done my mistress a great service," said he, " the bird 
which flew away from her was worth its weight in gold. 
She is much obliged to you, and requests your acceptance 
of this trifle, with her thanks." It was neither more nor 
less than the sum he owed. And when tlie officers came 
he said, '' Here is the amount of the debt; leave me now in 
peace: my God hath sent it me." 

Something quite similar once befell another brother, who 
is perhaps here present, and can attest the circumstance. 
He was once in the deeply painful situation of seeing his 
children weep for hunger, while there was not a morsel of 
bread in the house, and not a farthing in his pocket ; and 
his heart was like to &int with perplexity. He then re- 
tired into a solitary corner^ and prayed with maiv^ \escc« X.^ 
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God, who feeds the young ravens, and decks the lilies of 
the field, and presented the petition, *^ Give as tliis daj our 
daily bread," in a way he had never done before ; and, as 
he arose from his knees with a lightened heart, and stood 
by the door of his house, a dog came running along with a 
piece of flesh in his mouth, and, as he passed by the thres- 
hold of the poor man, he let it fall and hurried away. 
** That the Lord sends us," said the poor man, as he took it 
from the ground. ** The faithful G^," sighed he, as he 
brought it into the room ; and when it was made ready and 
laid upon the table, and the hungry children gathered round, 
and the grace, " The eyes of all wait on thee," was over, 
the joy of all was as great as if the paschal lamb had lain 
before them. 

Tes ! The God of Elijah still lives. And in this chapter 
is found the counterpart of your experience also, ye dear 
friends, who have related to me that often in your bitter 
straits and perplexities a strange help has come to you, just 
from such people as were not only indifferent to you, but 
harsh also, and unkind; from unbelievers, who at other 
times could not endure the " quiet in the land." — ^Psalms 
XXXV. 20. But then it was suddenly suggested to one, be 
knew himself not how, that he should send you this or 
that; while another had his night*8 rest broken by the 
thought that he had not done some particular thing for you; 
and as they strove to banish these ideas from their minds, 
they could not succeed in kicking against the pricks. Yes I 
He who tumeth men^s hearts as the rivers of water, he im- 
pelled them to be your helpers; and he is not to be resisted 
when he has a purpose to fulfil. What they did to you 
they did not because they intended it, but from a higher 
necessity ; and thus you have found that the God of Elijah, 
who can feed his servants even by the ravens, still lives. 

Let every child of his then be strong and of a cheerful 
courage. Believe, only believe, ye who are at the brook 
Cherith, and in the wilderness; for faith can supply the 
want of all things temporal, and is the grave of care ; and 
know also^ my dear friends, that it is vain for you to rise 
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earJy and sit up late, and eat the bread of carefulness :, for 
as David says, " He gives it to his beloved sleeping."* May 
that God "who giveth songs in the night teach us all the 
strains of the royal psalmist, " I will both lay me down in 
peace and sleep ; for thou Lord only makest me dwell in 
safety.'' Psalms iv. 8. 



. ra-THE DEPARTURE FOR ZAREPHATH. 

Whek the children of Israel once did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, he soH them into the hand of the Midianites, a 
fierce and warlike people, that they might drive back the 
strayed sheep into the fold of the chief Shepherd. 

At that period the misery of Israel was great. A con- 
siderable portion of the nation left house and home, fled to 
the forests and mountains, took refuge in dark dens and 
eaves in the rocks; and some mtrenched themselves in 
solitary mountain fortresses, and, as soon as Israel sowed 
the fields, the Midianites came down like a mighty cloud 
of locusts upon them, and destroyed every green thing from 
the land, and '*left no sustenance for Israel, nor sheep, nor 
ox, nor ass.'* 

lliis sharp scourge did not fail of its efiect. Israel knew 
their guilt, and smote upon their thigh, and all hands were 
stretched forth to Gk)d in the caves and rocks around, — 
'* Return, return to thine oppressed heritage." The faithful 
Qod heard them, and took measures for their relief. 

In the field of Ophra stands a solitary oak, and near it 
there is a thresliing-floor, m which a young husbandman is 
at work; and ever and anon he looks around him with anxi- 
ous eye, for he fears an inroad of the Midianites, from whom 
he seeks to save the com. His name is Gideon. And, as 
the excellent youth is thus so busily employed, a stranger 
unexpectedly enters, of high and noble aspect, and upon 
wnoae counten«ince there sits a sun-like radiance. He seats 

* GermaD Version. 
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himself tinder the oak, like one weary with a lengthened 
jonmey; and, as Gideon gazes on him, the noble stranger 
opens his mouth and says, ''The Lord is with thee, thoa 
mighty man of valour.** Then Gideon started, and thought, 
" How strange a greeting is this I" But soon divining rightly 
in whose presence he was, he freely disclosed what lay near* 
est his heart. — "Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why 
then is all this evil befallen us? and where are all the mira« 
des which our fathers told us of, saying. Did not the Lord 
bring us up from Egypt? But now the Lord hath forsaken 
us, and delivered us Into the hands of the Midianites.*' — 
Judges vi. 12, 13. So Gideon : Then the history informs 
us, " The Lord looked on him^'*^ and that Lord was the Son 
of Gt)d ; and, as he looked on him with grace and fiivonr. 
he said, " Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites : have not I sent thee ?'*^ 
Judges vi. 14. 

To be looked upon by the Lord is not always a source of 
pleasure and enjoyment. As he once looked on the Egyp- 
tians, it was as if a resistless peal of thunder had swept 
through the whole host, and the hearts of the mighty were 
instantly smitten with terror, and the thoughts of the wise 
were confounded and darkened. " He looks on the moun- 
tains and they tremble." Such a look it was from those 
eyes, which are as a flame of fire, that alighted on the attend- 
ants of Daniel; such a terror came over them, and they 
fled and hid themselves. And how mournfully do we hear 
Job sighing, as if his sighs came from the bottom of the pit. 
"Thy eyes are upon me and I am not I Am I a sea or a 
whale, that thou settest a watch over me ? How long wilt 
thou not depart from me, nor let me alone, till I swallow 
down my spittle? I have sinned, what shall I do unto 
thee, thou preserver of men ? Why dost thou not par- 
don my transgression, and take away mine iniquity?" — Job 
vii. 8, 12, 19, 21. And there is yet another looking down 
of the Majesty of Heaven on the worms of the dust; a 
penetrating of the eye of the thrice Holy One into om* dark* 
uess, a fixed gaze of Eternal Justice upon the sinner \ which 
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in tho raost awful of all terrors which the miserable sonl of 
man can experience on the earth : and yet it must be felt 
and experienced, or we shall never pass into the light of 
Grod*8 countenance. 

The look which was vouchsafed to Gideon by the oak, 
was a look of condescension and of grace. The eye on 
whieh he then looked had in it nothing awful and overwhelm- 
ing, but was like an open cheerful sky, clear and soft, 
and tender, and shone on hun in mild and benevolent 
lustre. ' It was one of the looks of Grod^s countenance 
which makes the dead live, the mourner shout for joy, one 
with which whole streams of peace and gladness enter the 
wounded spirit, and of which David sings, " Cause thy face 
to shine and we sliall be saved.*^ — Psalms Ixxx. 17. 

With the look of grace the Lord gives Gideon also this 
direction, " Go in this thy miglit." In what might ? In 
the might of my countenance, which has assured thee of 
my loving-kindness. 

Ah yes, the power of such gracious looks, which con* 
vince the favoured saint in his inmost soul that the Lord 
loves him, is truly great. The hearts which but a little 
whOe ago were like a stormy ocean are changed in a mo- 
ment into a temple of heavenly sabbattic rest ; and the 
souls which sat lately in sackloth and ashes mount up sud- 
denly like eagles on the wings of joy and transport, as soon 
as the beams of divine compassion have alighted upon them. 
Then, not seldom, people known hitherto only for their 
simple piety unfold themselves all at once, like flowers of 
Paradise, spreading around them the most precious fra- 
grance; and powers and gifts are suddenly disclosed in them, 
which look as if showered down on them from abovct 
Reserved and backward persons begin then to testify for 
Christ in so lovely a manner that one is never tired of hear- 
ing them ; and modest and timorous souls ccjie forth with 
confessions of their Saviour, and of his love, so joyful, 
ready, and undaunted, that one can scarce compreliend how 
all at once their courage has grown so decided. And what 
lacrifices are then made I of what acts of selC-demsl a^xe ^^ 
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then capable ! what patience is then shown ! what rengna- 
tioul and how fervent the brotherly love which is then 
displayed I And whence all this? It is the power of 
the Lord^s gracious smile I It is the fruit of this conyie- 
tion, " My Saviour loved «i«, and gave himself for me." 
Gal. ii. 20. 

" Go in this thy might/* said the Lord to Gideon, as he 
vouchsafed him the look of love and grace, as if the Lord 
had said, " It is not my intention, Gideon, that thou 
shouldst subdue the enemy in thy own strength. I point 
thee to my might : not to thine own. This Gideon I be 
thy strength, that I have looked on thee in &vour; let 
this encourage thee; let this suffice thee that I am gn^ 
cious unto thee. In this thy strength go forth, and con- 
quer." 

Truly a precious assurance I Know only this one thing, 
that He is graciously inclined to thee, and then thou may- 
est dismiss all fear and doubt for ever. Make sure only of 
the evidence that he is thy friend, and then thou needest 
dread neither storm nor tempest; then, though thy foes 
were thousands round about thee, thou mayest laugh at the 
shaking of the spear ; and, though mountains rise to hea- 
ven upon thy path, thou canst trust in an arm that will bear 
thee over all. Put not thine own strength in the balance, 
and measure not doubtingly thy own power. Whether 
thou art strong or weak, arme^ or unarmed, is here no more 
a question. The strength of Immanuel is at thy call; and 
his love to thee is thy banner, thy sword, thy helmet and 
mail, thy shield and buckler : and, if thou wantest aught 
besides, *^ his love shall supply all thy need according'to his 
glorious riches." When thou ait sent, be it into the fires 
of temptation, or the waters of affliction, be it into domestic 
straits and necessities, or severe conflicts and difficult under- 
takings ; nay, though it were into peril and death, if he has 
looked on thee in grace, and thou knowest only this one 
thing, " my Saviour loves me," then go, " go in this thy 
might." Thou hast no cause for fear, none for anxiety. 
Thy Saviour will attend thee and protect thee, because he 
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loveth thee, and his love is stronger than death. He wlU 
make all thy ways plain before thee. 

Id the strength of snch a look of grace and kindness, 
which he had received from his Lord, Elijah went to the 
brook Cherith. In the same strength we shall see him to« 
day enter upon a new path of duty, equally hard and pain- 
ful with the former. And, behold, the Lord is with him, 
and it becomes a path of blessing. 

1 KINGS XTiL 7-16. 

** And it came to pass, after a while, that the brook dried up, because tlicre 
had been no rain in the land. And the word of the Lord came nnto him, 
laying; Aiiae, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell 
tiiere; behoU, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 
So he aroee, and went to Zarephath ; and when he came to the gate of the 
eity, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks; and he called 
to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may 
irlnk. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said. Bring 
me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said. As the Lord 
ttiy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
little ofl in a erase; and, b^iold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in 
and dresB it for me and my son, that we may eat it and die. And El^ah said 
onto her, " Fear not ; go and do as thou hast said ; but make me thereof a 
little cake first, and bring It unto me, and after make for thee and for thy 
aon: For thna aaith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, 
neither shall the cmse of oil 601, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain 
upon the earth. And she went, and did according to the saying of Elijah; 
and die, and he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal 
wasted mot, neither did the cruse of oil fkO, according to the word of the 
Lord,- which he Q>ake by £U}ah.** 

We find our prophet again to-day where we last left him. 
He has not deserted the post to which his Lord and King 
had appointed him. The lonely wilderness in which he 
dwells is not yet become too 'savage for him: the waste, 
unpeopled desert, not yet too dreary. His God is with 
him. So long as his pleasure lasts, the walls of stone, the 
green shade, and grassy couch are good enough for the pro- 
phet. There he sits — the admirable man — ^upon his hard 
seat of rock, and thinks with himself, ** The Lord will pro- 
vide." The raven train perform their service faithfully 
giving the prophet morning and evening matter for praise 
and thanksgiving, and the brook Cherith runs by with full 
and gladdening murmur, a miracle the more a&loik\&\iv\i% 
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that this brook usually ran dry much earlier than any other; 
and was called, from this, very circumstance, Cherith, which 
signifies, in the original language, '* DrcughJt^^ 

Now, however, we are to see the scene change, and the 
history take another course, a course which appears in its 
beginning in the highest degree surprising and painful, in its 
further development very mysterious and inexplicable, but 
in its issue equally delightful and glorifying to Grod. We 
have here three points to consider: first, Elijah^s need: 
second, his departure from Cherith: third, his glorious 
supply. 

Let us premise a general reflection. A whole year long, 
aF we know, had Elijah been supplied and supported by a 
miracle. But a miracle permanent and long-continued 
loses its nature, and ceases in our eyes to be a miracle. 
Through lapse of time we come to regard it as something 
that must be so, and could not be otherwise. It soon ceaset 
to make an impression on us, and God^s agency and pre* 
Be nee in it is soon forgotten and disregarded by us. You 
know the eastern tale of a boy who once challenged hit 
teacher to prove to him the existence of a God by miracle. 
Hie priest, as the story goes, got a vessel filled with earthy 
wherein he deposited a kernel in the boy's presence, and 
bade him pay attention, and, miracle indeed I in the place 
where the kernel was laid there starts suddenly up a green 
shoot, the shoot becomes a stem, the stem puts forth twigs 
and branches, and soon fills with its foliage the whole apart- 
ment. Buds and blossoms then unfold themselves among 
the leaves ; the blossoms witiier and pass into golden fruit; 
and, in the space of one hour, there stood a majestic tree, 
where before there was only a small seed scarcely visible. 
The youth was overwhelmed with amazement, and, in a 
transport of admiration, cried out, ^' Now I know that there 
is a God, for I have seen his power." But the priest smiled, 
and said, "Foolish child, dost thou now believe? What 
thou hast now seen thou seest year after year around thee, 
many thousand times, only by a slower process, and in a 
regular course. But is the marvel on that account the 
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less? But we are jast such foolish children. Should we 
rise up some morning, and find a loaf in the house that 
neither we nor any one else had brought there, it would 
not be difficult for us in such a case to recognise the hand 
of the Lord ; but we equally find a loaf every morning in 
our houses, and beyond all question Grod has put it there. 
But because he has done so in a slower and less uncommon 
way, strengthening our powers and blessing our labour; 
and because we lind it there constantly, it becomes very 
difficult for us to recognise him and his power and good- 
ness in the matter. Nay, and should he actually manifest 
himself to us in an extraordinary manner, so that we should 
feel constrained to exclaim, ^^ Behold, this is the finger of 
God ;** yet could not such a manifestation be too long con- 
tinned, otherwise it would soon cease to be marveUoua; and 
it would be well if it did not also cease to be regarded 
as dknne. Once or twice manna in the wilderness f it is. 
marvellous in our eyes, and we praise God the Lord. 
Manna every day becomes an every day thing; men look 
on it as a matter of course, and see at last only the manna, 
and not the hand wliich rains it down. Once water from 
the rock, and then again heat and drought; this teaches 
us to give God the glory. But should the smitten rock 
follow us with its daily stream, and give forth its waters^ 
without ceasing, and no misery of drought again recur, that 
would not be for our good. God would soon be £6rgotten| 
in spite of the miracle which he daUy wrought for us. 

Let it not be absolutely affirmed that it was so with 
Elijahi at the brook Cherith. Far be it from us, without 
distinct evidence, to think so hardly of him. But James 
tells us, "Elias was a man of like passions with ourselves;" 
and it could very easily happen to any such possessor ol 
human nature, that through length of time, the special 
aspect of miracle in the case, which always strengthens 
£uth, renews the inward man, and raises the soul to Grod, 
might liave quite disappesjred; and he might have come, in 
time, to think, " Well now, this brook Cherith flows like 
other brooks, so long as they have water, and axe &\x^^\we.^ 

i 
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from the spring." Thus we children of men are wont to 
do, just to put the long-suffering of God to the proof, and, 
if it were possible, to weary him, and to provoke him to 
cast us off for ever. But among the many trying offices of 
kindness towards his children, which our gradoos God has 
taken upon himself, there is that wluch he promiaea id 
Isaiah xlvi. 4, ^* Even to hoar hairs wiU I bear yon.*** Tes, 
there is something about us to be borne by him ; and, ainee 
he knows well that a perpetual blessing can so easily be- 
come to us no blessing at all, it is to Him a matter of ador- 
able care, with that bearing love of his, that our life shall 
not want vicissitudes, and he makes his guidance of ns in 
providence a constant alternation of summer and winter, day 
and night, rain and sunshine, trouble and help, anguish and 
deliverance. For it is thus we are preserved in spintnal 
training and exercise, and kept firom wandering in thought 
from his throne of grace, since we have then alwajrs some- 
thing to transact with him, some matter of prayer or thanks- 
giving, some cry for help, or confession of humility, some 
course of watching and of waiting for his mercy. For this 
reason the God of all grace made the way of Elijah run so 
much in zigzag, full of crossings and turnings, serpentiDS 
bends and ceaseless revolutions. How varied is the com- 
plexion of his life ! It is a work of varied texture and of 
plaided colour. It is made up of innumerable exigencies 
and innumerable mercies and deliverances. Hence it is a 
life so full of eternal blessing. 

Our present text commences with the words, ''And it 
came to pass, that, after a whiUy the brook dried up.** 
This would seem to indicate a very short stay by the brook 
Cherith; but the inference is erroneous. In Gen. iv. 3, 
where the birth of Cain and Abel is narrated to us, we find 
a similar expression. ^^ It came to pass, after a tohiU, that 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the 
Lord. Here it is self-evident that the expression ^* after a 
whiW^ cannot mean a short time, but must denote a con* 
siderably long period of years. In the narrative before fu^ 

• German Vernon. 



ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 61 

lost nnderstand by it a whole year, which was the 
i of Elijali's sojourn in the wilderness. We learn from 
louth of the Lord Jesus, Luke iv. 25, and also from 
)Ostle James, v. 17, that the drought lasted three years 
ix months. We also learn from Ist Kings xviii. 1, 
at the time when the drought ceased, the prophet was 
* third year of his stay (that is, two years and some 
IS, probably six,) at Zarephath. Where then could he 
[ the other year? Where but at the brook Cherith? 
calculation is only introduced by the way, and for the 
of those to whom our assertion, that Elijah was a 
> year in the wilderness, might appear gratuitous and 
nded. 

B year, then, was passed, by God's help, partly in faith, 
r in sight, and certainly amid great hardships, but on 
hole a thousand times better and happier than Elijah 
have imagined at its commencement. How long he 
i still remain he knew not. He left that to God. 
ips he might be obliged to conclude that it would be 
le famine was fairly over. ' " Well, be it so, in God's 
V Hitherto he had felt no want. The ravens did 
office ; the brook kept flowing, and, having lasted this 
why should it dry up the next ? Such were probably 
3w-year's reflections of the prophet. But soon he had 
:e up a different strain. dark foreboding I It was 
)ng till it began to strike him that a decrease of the 
was visible. He could scarcely believe his eyes. 
jrod said, " Thou shalt drink of the brook ?'' and thus 
Jly promised that its waters should not fail? But 
avails it? He begins to measure; he plants marks 
e water's edge ; it is too true, the brook decreases by 
our; the bottom comes in sight; and soon, where 
i the water, there is nothing to be seen but a bed of 
es. What meaneth this? Yes, Elijah, stand and 
!r! Water is nowhere to be found. 0, the depths 
)d ! the wonders of his guidance ! the severity of his 
I T\^at meaneth it? might Elijah say. So Vot^b, 
nred^ and now forsaken I So certain a pTOicaae« wc^ 



62 £LUAH THE TISHBITE. 

snch an issue ! How shall I acconnt for It ; am I do loogv 
his prophet ? have I sinned against him so deeplj that I 
am now rejected ? Does it repent him to have held com- 
munion with me ? Thus might he have thought ; and who 
can tell what the old man within him may have further 
suggested, and how he may have b^gun to murmur and to 
open his mouth in hard words and presumptuous couniels. 
Elijah was in a great strait ; ouJtwardby^ as death by thirst 
was imminently near; but much more inwardlyy for the 
temptation to distrust his Grod was not distant, and then hia 
faith had dried up and disappeared like the brook. 

Yes I my dear brethren, it is beyond question one of the 
very worst and hardest of trials that can befall us, when, 
from a happy situation of peculiar comfort and security, on 
which we had entered with deep and thankful joy, and with 
the firmest confidence that God alone had ordered our lot 
in his grace, we are suddenly, and against all expectation, 
torn away, so that the song of praise dies on our tongues, 
and is changed into lamentation and woe. Take an ex- 
ample : You find yourself m affliction and domestic embar* 
rassment. I shall suppose you are in debt, and must eithet 
pay or go to prison. You wrestle with God in prayer fol 
help. He sends help; the amount of your debt is suddenly 
sent in some extraordinary way to your house. Your heart 
is melted in praise and thankfulness. ^' Now I know assm<- 
edly that the Lord liveth and heareth prayer.*' But what 
happens ! In the night thieves break into your house and 
steal your treasure, and on the morrow you must take your 
way to prison. Again; suppose that, with great labour 
and sweat of your brow, you have at last succeeded in gain- 
ing a small farm. You bend the knee and pray to God to 
bless your labours with increase, that you may support 
y^ourself and your family ; and, behold, your fields prosper 
abundantly. "This comes from the Lord," you say, "I 
see now that he is faithful, and has mercy on his creatures.'* 
But, whilst you are thus full of praise and thanks, and 
ready to call on every one to magnify the Lord with you 
and exalt his name, a season of drought comes, and your 
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land and that of all your ndghbonra is changed into a waste. 
And what is jour language then? "0 these are sore 
trials!'' and they are all the sorer that the misfortune 
comes in a quite common way. Now, had the money that 
yon received so wonderfully been suddenly melted in your 
eoffer by a thunderbolt, or had it disappeared in some alto- 
gether mysterious way, how very natural would have been 
the language of Job, ^ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away;'' and it might not have been so difficult to 
add, ^Kessed be the name of the Lord." In such a case 
your conviction would still be, ^^ Well now, I see that the 
Lord*8 hand is busy here, .and is stDl near me ; and he will 
soon appear for my deliverance." But when, on the con- 
trary, your property is lost in so common, nay sinful a way, 
you are much more open to the thought, " The Lord hath 
not taken it away ; and, perhaps, it was not the Lord who 
gave it to me; else, why should he not have preserved it to 
me?" The matter' looks, in truth, as if God's care for us 
were extremely small; and you are in the greatest danger of 
fidling into the belief that you have deceived yourself in 
tracing the favoiu: to God's special love; and that, however 
wonderful it was in it9 appearance, it was nothing more than 
a woik of accident, and a mdt of purely natural arrange- 
ments. 

Thus also the trial of the prophet's faith was materially 
aggravated by the circumstance that the brook did not dry 
up suddenly, nor by a miracle, nor in any mysterious way ; 
for in that case it would have been clearer that the same 
Lord who made it flow had made its flowuig cease; but 
because he dried up its waters quite in the ordinary way, 
gradually, like other streams, by continued drought and 
heat of the sun. And then it seemed indeed as if Nature, 
and not Jehovah, were God. The cause why the brook 
Cherith dried up is expressly added in our text, ''The brook 
dried up because there had been no rain in the land;" a 
common and natural cause. Why this is expressly recorded 
by the Holy Ghost, we may venture to surmise. It i& V^ 
set before us in the liveliest manner the w\\6\Ci &ev«svX.^ ol 
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the trial to which Elijah was sabjected. The prophet wu 
probably greatly distressed by this fiery trial, and did not 
come oat of it without great conflict and strong crying and 
tears. A sore questioning of his own heart was probably 
the first movement to which this occurrence led; for it 
could not but look as a punishment of his sins. The feel- 
ing of desertion also would not leave his soul unliarassed; 
and the forces of corrupt nature would take their wonted 
side. For they ccfuld not remain idle in such a case. The 
thoughts of nature can never beras Grod^s thoughts; natme 
could not but rebel, excite to impiety, scoff at the prophet's 
fisdth, and lend this counsel, *' arise, and help tliyself, for 
there b no help in thy God.** Who can tell what sugges- 
tions of the Wicked One might thus assail his soul I but 
Elijah remained firm, believed to the end, and obtained the 
victory. He had a trusty sword in his hands wherewith te 
repel all these assaults. That was the word of his God, 
"Get thee hence, hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that ii 
before Jordan, and thou shalt drink of the brook.** He 
was silent before God in faith : in faith he waited ; and by 
&ith he crucified the flesh, with its affections and lusts. 

ye brethren of Elijah at Cherith, and in the wilderness, 
ye children of Grodj that sigh beside exhausted brooks and 
dried up fountains, would that ye were still and patient 
and then ye would be strong ; would that ye believed, for 
"ye should see the glory of God.** When one thinks what 
promises have been given you, one might almost be tempted 
to be heartily displeased and angry with you for your sigh- 
ing and apprehensions, ye repining and mistrustful race I 
What cause hast thou to despond, Israel? O Jacob, 
what hast thou to fear? "Ah,** you reply, "*the heart 
knoweth its own bitterness ;* you must have felt our cross 
to understand it.** Well, my dear brethren, " the crooked 
shall be made straight,** as the Baptist says. " Ah,** you 
add, '* you should first know what it is to experience suffer- 
ings which run directly counter to the promises of Qod/ 
Nay, my dear brethren, this never can be the case. You 
are in error; things run counter only to your will and 
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desire, never to the word of Gk)d. You have settled id 
your own minds how and in whcA manner the Lord should 
fulfil his promises to you, and, since it turns out otherwise, 
yon give way to the idea that the Lord has not done as 
he had said. The promise shall assuredly he ^^Yea and 
Amenf^ leave only the how to his wisdom and his love, 
and be patient and still, for he will do all things welL For, 
tell me, who is he on whom the Lord has wholly set his 
eye, and for whom Eternal Love left heaven to sojourn on 
the earth ? who is the child of his heart ; and the son to- 
wards whom his bowels of compassion are moved ? Is it 
not thou, O Jacob 1 '' Fear not, then, thou worm Jacob, 
and ye men of Israel : I will help yon, saith the Lord, and 
thy Kedeemer,** Isa. xlL 14. 

All this is true, not merely of temporal, but also of spiri- 
tual blessings. When one finds the spiritual brook Che- 
rith dry np, the affliction cannot be borne in silence. How 
great the distress, when all peace expires in the soul, and all 
blessedness is gone, when zeal has waxed cold, and devotion 
dull and languid, when one can no longer pray from extreme 
spiritual barrenness, and the spirit of praise and thanks- 
giving has, so to speak, lost itself in the sand ; and stijl 
Gk>d has said, '* that he will water his vineyard every mo- 
ment, and keep it night and day." All these are so many 
trials. But be of good cheer ; God is faithful to his word ; 
and, for the moment, would you but believe it, this inward 
drought which you lament is but a means of further refresh- 
ment for you, and in the barren ground there lies already 
the seed of blessing. Believe, then, that he will keep his 
word. As to hoto he shall keep it, let not the day presume 
to strive with the potter. Let him do with you as seemeth 
him good; the end of your song will ever be, ''0 Lord, 
righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of 
&ce,** Dan. ix. 7. 

n. — Elijah remained where he was for the sake of the 
Lord who had sent him thither, and waited patiently. A 
noble example I For a soldier of the crofls to \eKy^ ol \^% 
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own will and choice a post to which the great Captain hai 
Bent him, can have no good issue. Elijah endured, and tlw 
helper came. But how came he! Quite otherwiae than 
Elijah had probably expected. Was it with water, with 
consolation and refreshment? No, it was with a comnus- 
sion, which, for ought I know, might be grateful to fiuth 
perhaps, but assuredly not to flesh and blood. " Ariae, got 
thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell 
there : behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 
sustain thee.** Yes, reason is once more compelled to quit 
the field. To reach Zarephath, he must enter the coontzy 
of the Fhenicians. The journey besid^ is long, and not 
less toilsome, through wHd deserts and dreary wastes of 
sand, and that, too, at a period of universal &mine, and 
under the fiercest heat of the sun. ** Oet thee to Zare- 
phath, that belongeth to Zidon.** Thus he must quit the 
soil of Israel for the land of heathens and idolaters, the 
native country of Jezebel, the bitter enemy of the people 
of God, and over which Jezebers father swayed the soeptre 
— a blood-thirsty tyrant, who, in league with his son-in-law 
Ahab, had doubtless issued many an edict against the liberty 
and life of the prophet. '* And, behold, I have commanded 
a widow woman there to sustain thee.** Strange oomfbtt 
this ! A woman who had lost her own sustainer; a Pheni- 
cian widow, hence a heathen, against whose gods Elijah was 
so inflamed with zeal. And what widow? How shall the 
right one be found among the many thousand widows in 
the land ? Truly a singular direction to remove ; not less 
BO than that which had brought him there ! ** It was bring- 
ing the blind by a way that ihey knew not," Isa. xliL 16. 
" Only be still, and know that I am God," Psa. xlvL 10. 
Most of the paths which the Lord takes with Ids children 
are like the day which is bom of dark night, and takes its 
rise in the faint glimmer of twilight ; but soon the morning 
sun sheds its rays, and shineth more and more unto the per- 
fect noon. 

" Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth unto 
Zidon ;" and we may add, to Tyre also, as it ky mid-wa,^ 
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)etween these commercial capitals. Zarephath signifies in 
he original, " a place of smelting furnaces," which may re- 
nind ns of the fnrnace of affliction whereby the Lord puri- 
ies and refines his people. The whole direction of the pro- 
Act appeared only as a direction into the famace. But 
he direction was of God. It is the Lord*s will ; go forward 
n his name. The prophet bids his silent dwelling-place 
:he last fiurewell, perhaps with sadness of heart, for it had 
)ecome so much of a home to him, amid these wild rocks ; 
18 blesses the spot where he had experienced so mnch of 
:he kindness of Him who had been the help of his cowite- 
iance and his God; and then he gathers up his mantle, 
akes his pilgrim-staff, the staff of God*s word, in the hand 
»f figdth, and sets out for the Phenician land. And on this 
nghway of &ith no lion has devoured him, no serpent has 
farmed him. It was indeed no path of roses ; but strewed 
;hick with the thorns of self-denial. Yet the Son of Man 
vas with him, who thrashes the mountains, rebukes the 
(welling of the sea, and revives, in his grace, the spirit of 
lie humble. 

m. Ere the prophet is aware, he has reached the end of 
lis journey. Zarephath lies there before him, on its rocky 
eminences, with its smoking houses and furnaces of iron ; 
br the busy little town had thence its name. "Now, Lord, 
lOw much fiirther, and whither." Oidy be calm, Elijah, 
ind patient. The liord has been here before you, and all 
8 ready and in order. The prophet walks slowly forward. 
lis way leads beside a wood in front of the town. There 
le observes a little behind him, among the bushes, a woman, 
neanly dressed, and employed in gathering a few sticks for 
hel. "That is the widow," is suddenly impressed on his 
niud. "Is tliat the widow?" he might reply. This misera- 
)ly poor woman, who appears herself to be sunk in the 
leepest indigence, and probably lives only on charity. But 
le goes on to reflect. If this be the sustainer whom God 
ntends me to find, she shall not want the means. What 
ian be impossible to Him who fed me, by t\ie moxsLVXi ^^ 
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voracious ravens, a year long, by the brook? And is it 
not His way to send help contrary to reason and expecta- 
tion, and to save by means which promise no deliyennoe, 
simply to exalt the glory of his own great name. Tba 
may Elijah have communed with his own heart. Yes, ht 
trusted his Lord, who could easily make this poor wonua 
to minister to his need ; and the man of Grod had humility 
enough, in all simplicity, to contemplate the hovel of thii 
poor beggar in the thicket as his future lodging, and not to 
shrink fi'om the prospect. 

And now he must see what the character of the womas 
is. He therefore called to her and said, ''Fetch me, I pny 
thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.** The 
woman looks up to see the stranger, leaves her harden be- 
hind her, and hurries away to the town to fulfil his request 
Elijah is struck ; the readiness of the heathen woman i^ves 
him a very agreeable surprise ; and he all but makes up his 
mind tliat this is the widow in question. He is emboldened 
to make a further request. '^ Bring me, I pray thee a 
morsel of bread in thy hand.^^ The words, however, opened 
the wounds of this poor woman^s heart afresh, by reminding 
her of her sad condition. Her oppressed heart must find 
relief. She can no longer keep back her tale of want. She 
must pour her whole distress into the bosom of the stranger. 
She answered, " As the Lord thy God liveth, T have not a 
cake; but a handful of meal in a barrel and a little oil in a 
cruse ; and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may 
go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it 
and die." Alasl how mournful does this sound; how 
afiecting and heart- rending 1 Who can read it without 
tears ? But wliat says Elijah to the tale ? Does he think 
still " she is the widow?" Yes ; he not only thinks so, he 
is now convinced of it. He gathers from her words that 
ghe has no husband, for she speaks only of herself and of 
lier pop. Her great poverty is no objection. He trusts in 
the ''Lord who will provide." And how strange but 
encouraging her language, " As the Lord thy God Hveth." 
How unwonted and sweet the sound in a strange and hea- 
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then land. She knows the Lord; a secret worshipper of 
tlie living God ; a rose among thorns ; a hidden dove in the 
clefts of the rock , a converted soul ; one of the few among 
the heathen whom the word of the Lord had reached. Oh, 
blessed discovery I Who can describe the prophet's joy I 
A sister in the land of Meshech I And does she not say, 
"As the Lord thy God liveth." -The Lord % God I 
Whence knows she that I abo am a servant of the Uving 
God ? 0, marvellous disposal of divine love I 0, blessed 
meeting 1 0, precious acquaintance 1 

Tes, he alone who has felt it can tell how blessed and 
delightful it is when banished to a strange country, where 
the way to Zion lies desolate, and cast out into the circle of 
this worlds children, and, as it were, by the waters of 
Babylon, one finds unexpectedly, in the wide waste, some 
citizen of Canaan, some brother or sister in the Lord. This 
is joy unspeakable ; and were there no more than one, the de- 
sert straightway begins to rejoice and to blossom as the rose, 
in such cases, it appears in full clearness that the mutual 
love of the regenerate is not so poor and imperfect a thing 
as the world has often asserted it to be : that the love of 
which our Lord says, ** By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another,** is really 
in all his people, and that, however latent it may be, it can 
never be extuaguished. The joy of Elijah is thus still 
tasted in our world. Thanks be to Grod for it, and also for 
the assurance, that everywhere in the earth, even where 
hirelings and wolves devour the flocks, the God of grace 
has his sheep and hidden doves; that those sheep which 
pasture on barren plains bear often the finest wool; and 
that the proverb holds wonderfully true — " The children of 
God find out each other.'* 

As Elijah now knew that it was the widow, of whom 
God bad spoken to him, he hesitated no longer to address 
to her all the comfort in his power. He was directed by 
Qod to say to her, ^ Fear not, go and do as thou hast said ; 
but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto 
mo ; and after make for thee and for thy son. ¥oi \)la>]A 
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lalth the Lord God of Israel, the barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day thit 
the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." , 

The promise in the latter psxt of this address removed aB 
the difficulties in the former. It lightened the &ith of the 
widow and encouraged her to do as Elijah had aaid ; and 
the three cakes were actually produced, and Elijah did eit; 
and she and her son, and all were supplied ia the mmt 
wonderful and glorious way. Blessed indeed is the path d 
faith! 

Behold, then, the man of God now sitting in the lonely 
cottage (not far from the sea, if we may credit an oU 
legend). There is now his home, and he is quite che^^ 
and the whole house rejoices in his company, not for fail 
worldly gifts alone, but much more for the spiritual Ue^ 
ings which he brings with him. Israel has lost her pro- 
phet ; a poor widow has found him. Thus it fiures with a 
people who are slow of turning to the Lord, and who will 
not repent under any preacher. The bread is taken from 
them and ^ven to the dogs, who are languishing for it with- 
out. Of this our Lord reminded the people of Nasareth, 
as recorded in Luke (iy. 25) in these words, " I tell you of 
a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and six montha, 
when great famine was throughout all the land ; but unto 
none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.*' 

Yes, there the prophet sits, in tranquil happiness with 
the whole house. All want has disappeared. The meal 
in the barrel is not consumed ; the cruse of oil ever replen- 
ishes itself, according to the word of the Lord. A spiritual 
table is also newly spread from day to day. O how this 
poor woman delights in the privilege of sitting day after 
day at the feet of this wise and holy man of God, to leam 
from him the truths of heaven ; and how gladly does Elijah 
open his mouth in divine wiadom to his dear, affectionate, 
and simple-hearted sister. They pray together, read to- 
gether in Moses and the prophets, discourse of the promised 



ELIJAH THE TIBHBITE. 61 

Mcssidh and liis appearance in the world, raise now and 
then a spiritual song to the praise of the Lord; and the 
hours pass swiftly and pleasantly by ; and the angels ol 
God may well rejoice over such a little church in the wil- 
derness, and look down on it with gladness. Behold, then, 
dear brethren, here is the issue and termination of a way 
whicli began in such deep darkness. Thus God leads hia 
children, in all things pertaining to life or to godliness, at 
all times to the most glorious end. 

Only mark what is said of Elijah. ''He arose and went.'* 
It is a noble testimony. Let it then be equally said of each 
of yon, whithersoeyer the Lord may call you, '* He arose 
and went." Be the way ever so painful, " arise and go.'' 
Go forward, strong in faith; be still and endure ; it wiU 
end in UgM thus, in one wonder of grace or another ; and 
whosoever has ventured on the bark of life at God's bid 
dingy &r away from land, and is now tossed to and fro on 
the open sea, let him fear not, but cast his anchor in the 
deptha of divine faithfulness, and by the rock of his eternal 
pronuses. Let him be of good courage, and exclaim, with 
the sweet singer of Israel, ** Why art thou cast down, my 
•onl, and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in 
God, for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
eouutenance and my God." — ^Fs. xlii. 11. 



IV.-RAISING THE WIDOW'S SON AT ZAREPHATH. 

The purifying of a chosen soul in the wine-press of 
trouble, which is at work in God's vineyard night and 
day, shall form the subject of this day's meditation. 

1 KiNGS xviL 17-24. 

**And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the 
mittreM of tiie house, fall sick ; and his sickness was so sore, that there was 
no Innath left in him. And she said anto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thon man of God? art thou come nnto me to call my sm to remem- 
bnoca'and to slay my son ? And he said nnto her. Give me thy son. And he 
UtA him out of her bosom, and carried him up Into a loft vf\\eT« Yv« tlwA^ 



62 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 

and laid him npon his own bed. And he cried nnto the Lord, cad waM, 
Lord my God, host thou also brought evil upon tlie widow with wbom I ■o- 
lourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child tlBW 
thnes, and cried nnto the Lord, and said, Lord my God, I pray thee, kt 
this child's soul come into him again. And the Lord heard the Toiee rf 
El^ah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. And 
Elijah took the child, and brought him dovm out of the chamber Into tte 
house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son UvedL 
And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thon art a man «( 
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy month is truth.** 

Here again we have a new instance of God's peculiar 
guidance ; another of those ways, which are indeed wonder- 
fully dark and mysterious, but not the less pure, goodness 
and truth. We hare here recorded an attack of grace on 
the part of the great spiritual conqueror. Its object is th« 
heart of the poor widow of Sarepta : already had the out- 
work fallen ; but it must be absolutely mastered and sub- 
dued. 

Let us unite, then, in contemplating this work of Him 
whose name is Wonderful, and its glorious consequences. 

We have here, I. The assault of grace ; II. The perfect 
victory; III. The calm after the storm. 

I. We find our prophet where we last left him, in the 
land of Sidon, by the sea shore, in the silent, peaceful 
dwelling of the widow of Zarephath. His stay there has 
now been lengthened. He has passed, not weeks only, but 
many months, in his still, quiet retreat. A pleasant time, 
a life of enjoyment, flowing on like a stream, clear and 
bright, and without fall or whirlpool. A life divided be- 
twixt praises and prayer; betwixt pious discourse and 
offices of kindness ; betwixt study of the divine word and 
contemplation of the works of God in nature; and day by 
day crowned anew with tokens of Jehovah^s grace and 
kindness. Now, I am certain that many among ourselves 
would have been ashamed of such an inactive quiet sort of 
life, made up of nothuig but receiving and enjoying; and 
that they would have felt it a reproach, and have sought 
again as soon as possible the scene of labour and activity. 
But Elijah was not so ambitious of employment. The be* 
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that there Is in human labour and effort a certain worth 
its own sake, a certain available and meritorious value, 
tad long ago discarded as a vain and foolish supposition, 
knew that all that men receive from the treasury of 
ren is a pure gift of the most unconditional grace, and 
efore he left it entirely to his Lord's disposal, whether 
should appoint him a goodly heritage in the laud of 
hen, under his vine and fig-tree, or station him in the 
rt, under the waving of the banner of war, and in the 
e and toil of mortal struggle. '*Be it as my God 
' was his watchword. Did the Lord summon him to 
ur and conflict, he was at his post. Did he shut him 
18 at Zarephath, in the haven of rest ; far from aiming 
elf-willed escape, he thought with the Psalmist, ''It is 
to rise up early and sit up late, eating the bread of 
fulness, for he gives it to his beloved whilst they sleep." 
lus no scruple of conscience assailed the prophet in the 
t of his happy days at Zarephath. He knew that his 
was in the hands of the Lord, and he was full of joy 
hallowed thankfulness, and of freedom from care, as a 
iless child. Would that we were all thus like little 
Iren. Whosoever among you is in the situation of 
hf be the circumstances and causes of it what they 
, be it from feebleness or age, from want of opportunity 
' gifts, of influence or of personal resources, be it from 
rty or widowhood, or from any other cause whatever, 
one is excluded from the sphere of active service, or 
aside from those works of faith to which we are too apt 
tach the idea of merit, let such an one consider that 
liord has directed him to Zarephath, to serve him there 
3aee and quietness ; and let him not fill his mind with 
scruples and unprofitable niceties, but let him rather 
ace this life of repose with thankfulness to its Author, 
whosoever among us thus lives in the Lord's bosom, and 
his soothing hand j and not the rod of displeasure, and 
rs the blessedness of him who " eats bread in the king 
of God,** and feels his heart satisfied to overflowing 
the goodness of God's house, let him continue ^^ to dtu^ 
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yea, drink abundantly,'* and rejoice greatly in the Gkxl of his 
salyation, and make no scruple to rejoice in the LcMrdalway, 
and yet, again to rejoice ; and let him not rex and hiaH 
himself with the thought that he is so free from strog^ 
and doubts, from darkness and temptation, while other breth- 
ren lie in the dust; much less let him strive to work himself 
into this frame of doubt and darkness, as if it were necei- 
sary to pass through it, or remain in it, in order to be a 
ChiiBtian and at peace with God — an idea fraught with ab- 
surdity, and rising from the self-righteous blindness of oo! 
corrupt nature. Tarry at Zarephath, giadous soul, so loqg 
as God pleases. Rejoice, since the bridegroom is with 
thee : when once he shall be taken from thee the time of 
fasting will come of itself. Act Uke the Shulamite in the 
Song of Songs. When the Lord led her into his banquet- 
ing-house, she followed without scruple, and went not out 
to force tears of affected sadness, but sang with joy, ''I sat 
under his shadow with great delight, and his frxdt was sweet 
unto my taste. He brought me to the banqueting-house, 
and his banner over me was love. He stayed me with 
flagons ; he comforted me with apples." Be not afraid to 
bound '^ like a young roe on the mountains of spices,** so 
long as thy master grants thee liberty. Thou shalt not 
miss the salutary cross and the needful struggle in their own 
good time. . In a word, it is as far wrong, of our own self- 
will, to make a Sabbath, when the Lord gives us one, into 
a week-day, as it is wrong to convert the week-day, whei 
he enjoins it, of our own self-wijl, into a Sabbath. 

Was there not also, my dear brethren, someth&ng beauti- 
fully interesting in the perpetual miracle of which this poor 
widow^s house was the scene. The merciful Grod, who 
governs a thousand worlds, and in whose hands are the 
afffiirs of the universe, visited this humble dwelling nightly 
with his grace, replenishing the barrel and the cruse; and, 
when its inmates rose in the morning, they had been blessed 
in their sleep, before they had found time to pray, *' Give us 
this day our daily bread.** And do we not also experience 
his tenderness and condescension? I4 he not the same 
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yesterday, and to-day, and for ever? The miracle of 
Zarepliath is repeated each day to thousands, though in a 
less yisible form; and all God^s children experience in spin* 
tual things what this widow did in temporal. Great as may 
be our spiritual poverty, "the barrel of meal wastes not, 
and the cruse of oil does not fail.** He cares, dear brother, 
that thy faith /at2 not. Mark the expression, " that it faU 
not.** We do not read that whole sacks of meal were 
brought into this widows house, nor that her cruse ran over. 
What we are told is, '* that the meal wasted not.** She re- 
ceiyed daily as much as she needed. ''And the cruse of 
oil failed not.'* And so thou, perhaps, wilt receive no 
superabundance of the joy of believing, so that thou might- 
est exult and triumph even i£i the furnace; too muck might 
not be for thy good. But this thou art assured of, that thy 
faith shall not fail; that the merciful and faithful High 
Priest has gained by intercession for thee, as once for his 
apostle Peter; and he will daily supply thee with so much 
patience, each day as at the first, that, though thou mayest 
occasionally doubt and be oppressed, thou shalt never sink 
utterly, nor despair. A pious writer says, with equal truth 
and beauty, " 1 need just as much patience to wait, as the 
lamp needs oil, till the day break and the shadows flee 
away.'* 

Delightful, beyond question, as we have already seen, 
was the situation of £lijah with the pious widow at Zaxe- 
phath. But it is not good for roan in general that his life 
should flow on in the same easy channel. Long prosperity 
makes him proud and forgetful of his native poverty. 
Lazarus might then be tempted to leave the rich man*s 
gate, and to part with his pilgrim*s staffl Long seasons of 
rest for sacred contemplation are open to the intrusion of 
self-complacency. Lengthened holidays gratify too much 
the old Adam; and, hence, a life interrupted by no vicissi- 
tude and change is far from being the best for us. Our 
gracious £Etther, knowing this, makes provision that there 
shall be no lack of variety in the lot of his dear children^ 
bpt poiuv them, as it has been said, out of one ye&^ mlo 
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another, that they may not settle on their lees. Such a 
change now awaited the interesting family at Zarephath. 
The " wherefore" was known to God only. The pleasant 
calm is succeeded hy a tempest; the grateful coolness by a 
burning heat. 

Quite unexpectedly, amidst the happiest scenes, and tiie 
most refreshing experiences of God*s love and presence, a 
heavy doud darkened the peaceful cottage. Alasl tiie 
widow^s son, her only child, doubly dear to his mother, m 
having been miraculously saved from death by famine, be- 
gan to complain of illness, and horn hour to hour the maJady 
increased. Eds sickness was sore, heavy, and dangerous ; 
the anguish of the poor mother rose to the utmost ; but her 
tears found no answer. Alas ! after a few days, the hap- 
piest of dwellings was changed into a place of lamenta- 
tion and woe. The mother^s darling and hope, her dearest 
on earth, her beloved cliild, lay stretched upon the bier, 
pale and cold ; and '' there was no more breath in him.*** 
His soul had returned to God who gave it. This was tiiA 
trial sent by Grod against the heart of this poor widow. How 
hard, how severe, according to outward appearance. And 
yet there was nothing but mercy behind the cloud. Our 
gracious God had a purpose to serve with this bitter medir 
cine. It is true " that no chastening for the present seem- 
eth to be joyous, but grievous ;*' but that " it afterwards 
yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness to them 
that are exercised thereby,** our narrative shall abundantly 
instruct us. 

n. To* what end, then, this painful visitation ? Yes, to 
what end ? This is what we are always striving to know, to 
the minutest details. But who are we, that We should seek 
to explain and interpret perfectly all the dealings of the 
Lord. Do you not know that the judgments of the Lord are 
unsearchable, and his ways past finding out 1 Therefore we 
ought not to hope to find the key to every one of his dispen- 
sations towards his children, nor too eagerly set our hearts 
on divining to the letter every riddle of his providence; but 
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be satisfied with what is written in Moses — " His work is 
perfect; all his ways are judgment ;" and stop short with 
£Edth, and trust our gractons God, even when clouds and 
darkness are round about him. Yet, in this visitation of 
the family of Zarephath, there is not wanting a certain- 
glimmer of light, which enables us to guess at the divine 
purpose. The widow was a woman of piety ; that admits 
of no doubt ; but pious only in the sense in which Lydia 
and Cornelius, and others, were so before the period of their 
actual conyersion and regeneration. She knew the grace of 
God ; but this knowledge was as yet defective and superfi- 
cial ; she stood in a certain relation of intercourse with him, 
but this rested not yet on the true ground, the blood of the 
promised Lamb of God. She served the Lord ; but more 
in the manner of Martha, who thought that she required to 
bring somewhat in her hand, than of Mary, who sat at hui 
feet on the ground with her hands empty, and with open 
heart, only receiving and wishing to receive. She knew 
Grod in his benevolence and love ; but not yet in his grace, 
since she did not yet know the sinfulness and unworthiness 
of her own heart ; and the emotions of joy and wonder, 
which the manifold blessings and deliverances of the Lord 
excited — ^those feelings, I say, which were rather natural 
than gracious, and which she might regard too confidently, 
as betokening the ''new heart," which God demanded, 
caused her to err from the path of self-knowledge, and 
blinded her eyes as to her own real and spiritual state before 
God. In short, she imagined herself to have gained the 
friendship of God, without knowing any thing of " the way 
to the Father ;" without Mediator ; without Surety; without 
the broken heart. And such friendship with God has no 
reality; it exists only in our imaginations, and rests more on 
mistime and self>deception than on the truth. Hence, if 
the poor widow, with all her piety, could not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; and if, in spite of all her singing, 
prayer, and believing, she must at last have suffered ship- 
wreck of her soul, it was necessary that the Holy Ghosts 
under whose preparatory tjraining she had long rested, ^o\i\.^ 
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yet farther interpose ; and, above all, open her eyes to see 
that the love of God is grace, undeserved grace, throagh the 
work and merit of another. But how could this salutary 
and humbling view find entrance, how could it become a 
rooted and living principle without a previous knowledge of 
her state of sinfulness, which made grace indispensable i 
And this the eternal mercy of the Godhead provides for. 
We all know the means. She is doubly visited. Two invisible 
guests break in upon her ; the Lord and the Spirit. The one 
visits the widow^s house ; the other the widow^s heart. The 
one inflicts the calamity ; the other expounds it. The one 
slays the son ; the other explains the reason why : while the 
one assails, the cry of the other pierces her soul, " woman, 
woman, this is a judgment for thy sins." And the woman 
hears, wrings her hands, and cries out, '' Elijah, what have 
I to do with thee, thou man of God ; Art thou come unto 
me, to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?" 
Behold, then, here is a universal, a total overthrow. ^ Thoa 
art come unto me to call my sin to remembrance.** She 
meant that now God had for the fiirst time seen into het 
heart ; and this is the right feeling. Yes, thus it is with one 
when the Holy Spirit begins to disclose to him the " plague 
of his own heart." At such a moment the soul feels as it 
it saw the Divine Eye rest upon itself, fixed and immove- 
able; and, ah, it rests there like the burning noon-tide 
blaze, like an awfully bright and devouring flame of fire. 
Then it will hide its nakedness ; but through all screens 
and curtains that great Eye breaks through. Excuse and 
palliation, the shelter of spiritual shame, are utterly burnt 
up by its flame. The fair array of virtues, sought out and 
gathered up to bear that Eye aside, are scorched and black- 
ened, and turned into sins. And when the soul would flee 
away and escape, the Eye of terror goes with it ; and, whe- 
ther it move or rest, the unaverted gaze is there. It stands 
above curbed when we lie down ; it " scares us in visions" 
when we sleep. In the lonely chamber we find no peace 
from it ; and amid the world*s bustle we suddenly fidter and 
grow pale, as Belshazzar at his feast ; for the great Eye ii 
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again upon us, and our rest is fled, our joy is over, our soul 
is hunted from shelter to shelter in cowering haste, and 
there is no peace here, and no peace there, but eYer3rwhere 
the Eye, the tremendous Eye, and the voice of thunder, 
" Adam, where art thou ?" 

Such was our widow^s experience. And what was her 
exclamation to Elijah, in the anguish of her heart ? ** 
thon man of Grod, what have I to do with thee ? Art thou 
come to gbU my sin to my remembrance, and to slay my 
son ?** Strange, and even foolish, language ; but, as the lan- 
guage of her heart and feelings, very significant and inter- 
esting. As if she had said, '' Why didst thou come to me : 
I owe it to thy visit that God has remembered my sins : for 
tlion art so holy a man that I and my house were not worthy 
to recdve thee. And God must punish us for being so 
hold and forward with thee, as if we had been thy equals. 
Thy coming has brought all this upon me. The merciful 
God had not so strictly reckoned with me, poor insignificant 
worm that I am, but in thy society, which has drawn down 
his attention upon me. In thy holiness has he first seen my 
sinfulness, and he would not have come so near a poor sin- 
ner like me, hadst thou not brought his presence into my 
honsei for He is always with thee.*' Something like this 
was the meaning of her language. Foolishness of thought 
is indeed here; but, with all this foolishness, what holy 
simplicity; what truth of feeling; what self-annihilation 
and hmnility ! The end of God is gained, and the victory 
is won. 

m. Behold, there sits now the poor mother ! What a 
. spectacle of sadness and woe I Alas, unhappy woman 1 
There she sits, with her dead son in her anns, as if she 
would again warm its stiffened limbs at her heart. Her 
eyes are red with weeping, and she wrings her hands ; and 
now her tears are for her child^s death, and now for the 
greatness of her crimson sins, and she knows not which is 
ihe deeper wound. Pitiable state ! The prophet sits oppo- 
mte ; and well may his heart also have been toxLeVi^^ «sA 
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hi» eye Tc:i.<f£€-i vhl: gmdse STrnpatLjand mwnpamp^ 
IjzX be g::esi^i iiz:'\y ::.e pnrpofie of this Tisitatioo, aB^ 
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tioTTn, lie arcise. &si vi*^ £nn fiep and peaceful oomto- 
nasce. thas prorhesitii of good, appraaclied the nuyther aad 
said to her. "Give xre thy ffoo."* ThU compoeora mnt 
hare made a wonderfol impresfdon on the poor mother. A 
bright zaj of hope iscst hare »hone into the darkneaa of hs 
Kiiil. Bat see, Elijah, th&x thou an able to folfii the faofNi 
Thoa art zaising. Elijah has no fear of the isane in bs 
own mind, lie takes the li:tle corpse from the mother^ 
breast, hastens with it into the upper diamber, which vu 
liis, Uv$ it upon the bed. ^huts the door, iaUs on hia kneei| 
and applies himself to prayer and communion with the 
Lord. 

And now, ]iuk\ hark! AMiat a prayer ia that wA 
which he presents himself before the Lord; a prayer wUch 
assuredly would not pass uncorrected by us; that would 
not escape the criticism, censure, and coudemnation of our 
wisdom, had we heard it from the mouth of any other tfaso 
the prophet Elijah. ^O Lord my God,^ cries he, "hast 
thou also brought evil on the widow with whom I aojonn 
by slaying her son?" AVIiat, Elijah! dost thou speak before 
the living God of uringing evil? and dost thou dare to 
come with such a question, nay complaint, before hit 
throne? Yes, Elijah dares. It is in the fulness of his 
houl. He speaks fresh from the heart; and feels neither 
f^cruple nor difficulty. And, if he speak foolishly, he does 
it in simplicity; if he err, he errs in faith; and, if he treats 
too confidently with God, he does it emboldened by the • 
blood of the Lamb, and the divine promises. We dare not 
make ourselves his masters ; for his prayer was accepted of 
God. Was not its import this, " Lord, was it thy purpose 
to slay the child? Impossible. Thou wouldst only lead 
the mother to repentance by the cross; and it is accom- 
plished. Sliall the child then continue dead ? Lord, let it 
not bo. Look graciouslv on this poor widow, and recom- 
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pense her for all her kindness to thy servant ; for I am poor 
end have nothing. And, Lord, remember that 1 am thj 
prophet. In my reproach, thou also art reproached. Tliat 
thy nanoie may be hallowed, and thy praise increased on the 
earth, do thou hear this my prayer.'* And, having thus 
spoken to the Lord, he arose and threw himself upon the 
dead child, and stretched himself on it three times, as though 
he would say, '* I will not leave this child, but will die or 
live with it.'* And, having stretched himself for the last 
time, be cried out, with an earnestness that might move 
heaven and earth, " Lord my God, I pray thee, let this 
child's soul come into him again.'' A prayer this quite 
positive and unconditional, without the qualifying words, 
"Not my will, but thine, be done." And what followed 
this holy boldness in prayer? "The Lord heard the voice 
of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again^ 
and he revived." 

But does not this run directly counter to all our notions 
and maxima respecting acceptable prayer? Here we have 
an unconditional prayer ; a prayer for a temporal blessing ; 
a prayer for a miracle ; a prayer without limitation, without 
addition of the clause, " Not my will, but thine, be done ;" 
and yet God answers it. Yes, our gracious God does 
not tie himself down to our maxims, and is not bound by 
our rules. This event in' the life of Elijah at Zarephath is 
sindlar to one recorded of Luther at Wittemberg. His 
friend Myconius lay on his death -bed, and wrote him a fare- 
well letter. Luther immediately, on reading the letter, fell 
on his knees and began to pray — " Lord my God, no 1 
thou must not yet take our brother Myconius to thyself; 
thy cause cannot yet do without him. Amen." And, after 
thus praying, he rose up and wrote his sick brother, — 
" There is no cause for fear, dear Myconius ; the Lord will 
not let me hear that you are dead. You shall not, and 
must not die. Amen." Tliese words made a powerful im- 
pression on the heart of the dying Myconius, and agitated 
hhn in such a manner, that the ulcer in his lungs discharged 
itself. He recovered. " Well, I wrote you tViat vl n»o\^^ 
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be so/* was the answer of Luther to the letter whidi an* 
Dounced the recovery of his friend. 

Another little anecdote occurs to me, that I can hardlj 
withhold on account of its simplicity and beauty. The 
mother of a little girl only four years old, had been for 
some time most dangerously ill. The physicians had gives 
her up. When the little girl heard this, she went into an 
adjoining room, knelt down, and said, '' Dear Lord Jesos, 
make my mother well again." And, after she had thai 
prayed, she said, as though in God's name, with as deep a 
voice as she could, ^ Yes, my dear child, I will do it gladly.** 
This was the little girPs Amen. She rose np with a Iig|bt 
heart, ran to her mother's bed-side, and said, ^ Mother yoo 
will yet be well.'* And she recovered, and is in health to 
this day. May I also venture, then, yon ask, to pray thus 
unconditionally, even in temporal concerns? No; that then 
must not venture to do, so long as thou canst still ask and 
doubt. But if thou art moved by the Spirit thus to pny, 
without doubting, without scruple, in a child-like temper 
and with simplicity of heart, resting on the true foundation 
and in genuine faith; pray thus without fear. No one dan) 
censure thee. God will hear thy prayer gladly. 

"0 Lord my God," cried Elijah in his upper chamber, 
"let this child's soul come to him again." "I will," cried 
the Lord in return. " Amen, be it so." And the sonl of 
the child came back from the invisible world. The child 
began to breathe, and lifted itself np, and left the conch of 
death; and Elijah, with feelings which you can easily con- 
ceive, took the child, brought him down from his chamber, 
and delivered him to his mother; and, in one sentence, 
short and pithy, as his manner was, said, "See, thy son 
liveth." He left it to the Holy Ghost to say to her the 
rest. What shall I now tell you of the feelings of the poor 
widow? She sees heaven opened, and that not so much in 
the recovery of her child that lay once more alive on hoi 
breast. No, quite otherwise. She cannot yet think of hei 
child. " Elijah," - she exclaims, with inexpressible joy, 
" Elijah I now, by tliis I know that thou art a man of God« 
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\ the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." The 
* the Lord: What word of the Lord had Elijah 
to her? 0, that is not difficult to find. We find 
the end of the narrative, a new key to the whole 
It is clear that Elijah had said something to her 
ays of their intercourse, which she had not yet heen 
comprehend or to helieve. It is not difficult to con • 
irhat that might have been. Elijah had no doubt 
covered that the woman, with all her piety, was yet 
I standing on the true foundation ; and he had also 
limself of the peaceful days at Zarephath to acquaint 
the divine plans for the salvation of sinners, with 
trine of a promised Messiah, with his blood and 
ind with the necessity >;)f faith in him, and the other 
rhich spring from these great discoveries. These 
1 to her, as it appears, strange and mysterious things, 
lie could not rightly appreciate, but pushed aside 
there was as yet no need of them in her soul. But 
of the need of a Mediator and Reconciler was 
verfully awakened in her heart, after she had be- 
mscious in the furnace of affliction, of her sinful 
ty condition. Elijah^s preaching of the cross, and 
)rgivene88 of sinners through the merits of the pro- 
urety, was, through the miraculous testimony by 
rod had sealed anew his prophet and messenger, 
) the rank of divine and indubitable truth, so that 
d yield herself up to it with her whole heart, and 
ind be glad in it. And it was this new faith, this 
tainty, this new joy and blessed hope, which ex- 
itself in her language, " Now I know tiiat thou art a 
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth 
" I know, I feel, I see, I taste it. It is truth ; 
ious truth." Now she stands on another founda- 
rom a fearer of God she has become a child of God. 
he moment when Elijah said to her, '^ See, thy son 
her heart could say something greater still; **I 
Kt my Redeemer liveth." This was the cahn after 
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V.-ELUAH AND OBADUH 

* He must increase, but I must decrease,*' was the lan- 
guage of John the Baptist to his disciples, as he perceiTod, 
with the greatest concern, that they placed him above Jesus, 
and with mistaken attachment clung to him, instead of 
attaching themselves to tliat " Greater than he," whom John 
had only preceded as herald and harbinger with the tmmr 
pet of repentance. '^ My children," cries he, " what are yoo 
attempting." " He that hath the bride is the bridegroom, 
and the bridegroom is Christ. I am only the friend of the 
bridegroom. My office is to announce to the spiritual bride 
the arrival of her beloved, and to direct her attention to hint 
When the beloved is come, and the bride hath found him, 
then is mv office at an end. Then the friend of the bride- 
groom, who standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 
because of the bridegroom^s voice. This my joy therefore 
is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease,** 
John 3. 30. 

The Baptist compares his master to the great lominaiy 
which makes the day ; but himself to the lesser light, or to 
a planet, which is visible only so long as .the sun is not in 
the heavens, but then pales its ray, retires into darkness, 
and vanishes altogether. And he wishes to be nothing 
more than such a faint star, or a moon in full day, and 
would gladly drive all his followers who surround him by 
force from him, that they might fall at and embrace the 
feet of the Saviour. Gladly would he stand forsaken, and 
no more regarded, did he but see the sheep resting in the 
fold of the great Shepherd, and partaking of that salvation 
which could alone be found there. " He must increase, but 
I must decrease.** The Baptist meant, that he must decrease 
not merely in personal reputation, but also in regard to his 
office. His office was only preparatory. It was his duty to 
prepare the way for the spiritual Bridegroom, by preaching 
the law unto repentance, and to be no more than a " school- 
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lAster unto Chrifit/' as Moses ; only that lie drew Sinai and 
lalvaiy near together, and blended the trumpet notes o^ 
lie law with the sweet harp-tones of the gospd. 
That the Messias should come to bring help and salvation 

> sinners, the disciples of John well knew ; yet many so 
iewed the matter, as if the repentance wliidi they were 
ow displaying, and the lil'e of rigour and poverty which 
ley were passing in the wilderness, as well as the fasting, 
ilf-denial, and prayer, wliich John enjoined, had in itself 
)nie atoning virtue, or must at least be laid in the balance 
i works of merits which they hoped would outweigh the 
nl of their sins, and the threatened curse of the law. This 
as, however, utterly to confound the offices of John and 
r Christ, and to mfike a very strange mixture of grace and 
orks. The zealous men had not yet been baptized deep 
longh in tlie Jordan. '' No, no,** exclaimed the Baptist 
ith yehemence, '* this will not suffice ; you must die onto 
mrselves yet fiEir more thoroughly. Sink deeper into free 
see. ' I must decrease.* All that I have enjoined, the 
OTOw for sin, the crucifying of the flesh, the fasting and 

16 prayer, must lose all worth in your eyes as a means of 
(Conciliation with God. In Christ must ye seek this, and 

Ghiist alone. ' He must increase.* ** 

Now, in this declaration of the Baptist, the whole mys- 

17 of godliness lies wrapped up. Does any one ask what 

> must do to be saved, " Friend, thou must decrease, and 
biist must increase ; and thus thou shalt be saved.** Does 
lother ask, " Wherein consists the sanctification of the 
^ever?** What shall we reply? It consists in this, that 
hrist increase, and that the believer decrease. Would 
lother seek to know a certain sign that he is advancing in 
le life of grace ? We should only ne^d to say to him, 
Test yourself by this, whether Christ increase in your eyes, 
id you yourself decrease.** By nature, we are great and 
B8118 UiHe; we are strong and Jesus is weak. So long as 
e cannot allow Him to be the only Saviour, the Alpha and 
le Om^a, we find the power in our own hands, not in his ; 
le light in our own reason, not in his word \ lYie ^ViatXXutv 
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in our own acquired merits, not in the blood of the Ludi» 
Suddenly the lightning of divine illumination fidlB on au 
benighted heart, and the case is at once reversed. Ths 
strong has in a moment become weak ; the weak has beoons 
strong. The Sun of Righteousness rises in full view befim 
us with healing under his wings, and our poor lonar laf^ 
grows dim, and sinks with all its blaze of glories, TxrtiiMy 
and moral powers into darkness. As poor debtors we fis 
weeping on the steps of the throne of grace, and, O, wfait 
would we not give if He, the adorable, the only Savioor, 
would with one beam of grace, with one glance of lovfl^ 
revive our downcast hearts. Then the sinner has decreased, 
and Jesus has increased before his eyes. 

We might, at first, suppose that one who has once beet 
heartily and thoroughly humbled in repentance, would nevff 
all his life long be able to lift up his head in pride. Bat 
experience teaches us often a very different lesson. If tin 
old man were dead within us, it might be so ; but he fifV 
still, although dying as a malefactor on the cross ; and not 
unfrequently he revives, even in the regenerate, with such 
sad influence, that we are forced to take up the language of 
complaint regarding them, ^'Alas, Christ decreases, and 
they increase.^* One increases by his ascetic exercisei^ 
another by the enlargement of his knowledge, another hj 
his good works, and another by the devoutness of his frames; 
and I know not all besides. In these they increase, and 
are in a little become so pious and holy that they stand 
erect on their own footing, and rest in their own righteous- 
ness, and leave the throne of mercy an unfrequented place. 
With the sense of guilt, the conviction of helplessness de- 
parts, and hence Christ and his blood decrease in their eyes. 

Are we not then to increase in sanctification ? Yes, truly I 
Grow as the palm tree, but, in thy feeling and conscious- 
ness, thou must remain like the hyssop on the waU, and 
become daily less and weaker, and more dependent on an 
outward prop that bears thee, or thy course l& not the right 
one. The children of God must grow ^^ up unto Him in aU 
things, who is the head, even Christ." Behold, when thou 
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Rrt from day to day more in thy own sight " as nothing," 
and Christ becomes to thee more literally " thy all ;'' when 
thou feelest thyself daily poorer, and embracest more eagerly 
the riches of thy High Priest ; when thou findest thyself 
ever emptier of trae virtues, and the righteousness of thy 
Surety becomes to thee more and more precious; when 
thou seest more deeply thine own impotence, and placest 
thyself as the beggar at the rich man^s door ; when thou 
canst offer with thy whole heart the prayer, " Yea, Lord, 
but the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the master^s 
table :** then is this thy decrease a true prospering in grace, 
and thy poverty and debility in thyself is a growing rich and 
strong in thy God. I must decrease, is the langiuige of the 
Baptist. It is a law of Ghrist^s kingdom. Whom thje Lord 
loveth, he leadeth from one descent to another. Tlie spec- 
tacle of such a spiritual decrease, that Christ may increase, 
our present narrative presents to us in the example of 
Obadiah. 

1 KINGS XTilL 1-ie. 

** And it came to paas, aftor many days, that the word of the Lord came to 
EUDah ta the third year, saying, Go, show thyself onto Ahab ; and I will send 
rabi upon the earth. And Elijah went to show himself nnto Ahab : and there 
was « sore fiunine in Samaria. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the 
governor of his house; (now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly: For it was so, 
wlien Jezebel cat off the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah toolc an hundred 
prophets, and liid tibem by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water:) 
And Ahab said nnto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, 
and nnto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and 
moles alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So they divided tlie land between 
them, to pass throughout it Ahab went one way by himself^ and Obadiah 
went another way * y himsell And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 
dQah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said. Art thou 
that my lord Eiyah ? And he answered him, I am : Go, tell thy lord. Behold, 
Elijah is here. And he said. What have I sinned, that thou woiildest deliver 
thy aenrant bito the hand of Ahab, to slay me? As the Lord thy God liveth, 
tiierois no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee* 
and when they said. He is not there, he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy Lord, 
behold, ElQah is here. And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from 
thae^ that the Spirit of the Liord shall carry thee whither I know not : and so 
when 1 come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but 
I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth. Was it not told ray lord what I 
did, when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men 
0f tho Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with \>Tcad «n(i via!ti»\ 
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And nov thoa tayeit, Go, tell thy lord, Bdudd ElQah 1a here: and he rinB 
slay me. And Elijah said. As the Lord of hosts lireth, before whom I stui 
[ will snrely show myself nnto him to-day. So Obadiah went to meeft JdiA, 
and told him : vid Ahab went to meet Elijah.** 

Now that we have dwelt for a while with the prophet 
under his vine and fig-tree, we are called again to accom- 
pany him to the stormy theatre of pubHc life. We have 
here, I. The manner of his departure from Zarephath; IL 
The occurreuces at the same time in the court at Samarit; 
and III. The meeting of Elijah and Obadiah. 

I. The prophet had now been two years and some months 
at Zarephath. ''After many days,** is the language ot 
scripture. To the prophet they may have seemed omly s 
few ; yet certainly, when compared with the ordinary eoune 
of Grod*s dealings with his children, it was a long time. To 
lie for two years and some months in succession as it wore 
at anchor in a haven of rest ; to have for two years and 
more a perpetual Sabbath, an unclouded sky, if we except 
a few passing shades of trouble, and to remun in a state of 
unbroken peace, with the assaults of the devil and the woilfl 
shut out, is the lot of few of God^s servants. Our stay at 
Zarephath can in general only be reckoned by hoars and 
days, not by months and years. Perhaps Elijah would have 
gladly lingered a little longer. His had been a happy time, 
and still more delightful in its latter end than in its begin- 
ning, for the cloud of trouble had left much dew and bless- 
ing behind on tliis quiet hill of Zion. The widow had now 
become to him a real sister in the Lord, in the deepest and 
holiest sense of the word. And who can tell what work of 
grace may have passed in the widow*s son, that Elijah re- 
called from the dead, and whether from that moment his 
true life may not have begun. But the word of the Lord 
came, ''Arise and depart." At the brook Cherith, where 
the wish to leave may naturally have arisen, the command 
was, "Thou shalt dwell here;" and now at Zarephath, where 
he would gladly have tarried longer, he receives the call, 
^ Go, show thyself unto Ahab." Thus must our will and 
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pleasure be often crosBed, for it is in general of little worth ; 
and God has better things in store for us than we would 
choose for ourselves. Let us cast our care on Him, to de- 
sign and execute the plan of our life, and trust in him as too 
wise and good to deceive us ; for, as Moses says, "He is a 
rock; his work is perfect; all his ways are judgment," 
Dent, xxxii. 4. Forward, then, Elijah. '< The eternal God 
is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms," 
Dent, zxxiii. 27. 

" Go, show thyself unto Ahab." What is this but *« 
say, *' Leave thy bark, and plunge into the waves ; quit thy 
shelter, and rush into the Hon^s den." He had to present 
himself to a fierce and exasperated king, whose rage against 
him had risen each year with the increasing misery of the 
country, and had grown ever more deadly and rooted. For 
three years and a half had Ahab sought to lay his hands on 
the prophet; had used every efPort to track out his hiding- 
place; had sent spies throughout his own and all the 
neighbouring states to search for him, and had taken an 
oath from the different tribes and governments that they 
had not found him, and yet all his efforts had proved fruit- 
less. What a source of irritation; and what a slur on his 
royal power. Yesl Elijah had to brave a formidable desire 
of revenge in the heart of Ahab ; and yet his commission is 
thoit and decided, '* GK), show thyself to Ahab.'* Let no 
<me -suppose, however, that God ever expects from any of 
his children what is above human nature, without granting 
at the same time the supernatural strength ; let no one ima- 
gine that he calls us to a fight of £uth, without giving us 
£uth for the encounter ; or that he will lead us into any 
scene of dark trial, without at tlie same time making provi- 
sion that we shall be upheld, and kept at least from pros- 
tration and despair. Yea, should we ever be forced even to 
the cry of anguish, " Why hast thou forsaken me ?" yet he 
knows well so to support us, if not by sense and sight, yet 
by secret feith, that we shall be able to prefix to it, " My 
God, my God ;" and that is enough to keep us from sink- 
ing. We are never called to pass through the dark -^^Slc^^ 
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but he is our rod and our staff, and, however thick the daik 
ness may be in which he wraps us, he sends us still mmt 
cheering ray or other, so that the night soon draws to daws. 
Ilie lamp which he lighted up for Abraham, in his duk 
journey to Mount Moriah, was, besides the nniversal befifl( 
*' Whatever God does is good,*^ the special conviction k 
Abraham's breast that the Lord would raise his Isaac agdi 
to life. And this sweetened his bitter path not a littla 
To the patriarch Job was youclisafed an especially ehir 
and certain and joyful view of the final result of his safe- 
ings, and of the day of resurrection. " 1 know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see Gk>d.** And wliat pro- 
mise did Elijah receive to lighten his path of faith ? '< G<S 
show tliyself to Ahab; and I toill send rcun upon the «artt." 
" Now, God be praised for it," might Elijah say, '^ I go ai 
the messenger of peace, and bring a blessing with mef 
" soon shaU it be otherwise," might he joyfully say to him 
self, as the horrors of drought and famine met his eyes by 
the way. " Courage, courage,** he would exclaim in hii 
heart, as faces pale with hunger gazed at him; and when he 
thought of Ahab, and the rage and malice of his enemies, 
the thought would presently occur, " Who knows what may 
take place when I open the clouds once more in Gt)d'i 
name: who knows but they will at last repent, humble 
themselves, and acknowledge the Lord of glory?*' Sach 
thoughts and hopes and prospects must have made his sad 
and perilous path far more tolerable, and relieved many a 
dark moment of shuddering sympathy with his unhappy 
countrymen. Such is the manifold care of our gracious and 
tender God, that no road be too rough, no hour too dark, for 

h'ls children. 

He is thy Sbepberd sore, 
His watch o'er thee shall aye endure 
He will on his own shunlders bear, 
For thee already stands heaven's chariot near, 
Thy guard and crown ; though faith may wax obscure. 
He Is thy Sheplierd snr& 

^ Gk>, show thyself to Ahab ; and 1 will send rain upon 
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the earth.*' That sounds strange ; as if Grod had need of 
his own prophet for the re-opening of heaven; and certainly 
he did need him for that purpose. God had, so to speak, 
tnmsferred the power to open and to shut up heaven from 
faJB own hand to that of his prophet, and commissioned him 
to affirm openly, '' As the Lord God of Israel liveth, there 
shall not he dew nor rain these years, hut according to 
mifwordiV Much, then, depended on the fact that the 
nun returned according to the word of Elijah ; no less than 
his own authority as a prophet, and the honour of the God 
of IsraeL For, had the heavens heen opened without his 
interference, it would have been regarded as a settled point 
by aU that Elijah was a false prophet and boaster, and his 
God a phantom of the brain; and the priests of Baal would 
without scruple have ascribed the deliverance to their idds, 
and have praised Baal as triumphant over Jehovah. If, 
then, the whole design of the heavy judgment on Israel 
should not fail ; if Baal should be brought to shame, and 
the Lord exalted, it was absolutely necessary that Jeho- 
vah's prophet should remove the drought by a public word, 
as a complete proof that his Lord was the true, the living 
Gh>d« Hence the command came, '^ Go hence, and show 
thyself to Ahab ; and I will send ram upon the earth.'' 

^ And Elijah went to show himself to Ahab." The words 
are characteristic Yes, here we find him again ; the same 
noble man of God, with his firm step and his walk of faith* 
He went, though surrounded by a thousand dangers ; for he 
had become an execration of the populace, and an outlaw 
to all Israel ; yet he went, and his Lord went with him. 

n. While Elijah was taking his departure from Zare- 
phath, Ahab the king was preparing himself in Samaria for 
a journey. Elijah journeyed for the glory of God : Ahab, 
for the sake of his cattle, particularly his horses and his 
mules, for which he would appear to have had a great fancy. 
On this occasion we make, as before, an acquaintance of a 
very pleasing and delightful kind. It is Obadiah, a man of 
distinguished rank and station. He was chambexVaaiv^ oit 

6 
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■teward. of the royal household, and, at the same tiiiMy cap- 
tain of the royal guard ; being thus at once a courtier ttd 
a soldier. We are therefore the more surprised when we 
read, '' that he feared the Lord greatly." If the discorerf 
of a pious widow, between Tyre and Sidon, in a heathen 
country, came npon us with a delightful surprise, how much 
more unexpected must the appearance of an Obadiah be 
amidst one of the most scandalous and corrupt courts that 
ever existed in the world 1 Thus we see that piety ii no 
plant which grows, as many think, in the hot-honse of 
human education, admonition, and good example; for how 
could a pious man thus have been reared in Samaria? We 
see that the children of God are not the products and crea- 
tures of favourable circumstances and Influences, since the 
circumstances of society in Samaria were quite adapted to 
make Obadiah and every one else children of the deviL The 
Lord " forms a people for himself, to show forth his praise,** 
when and where he pleaseth ; '^ he has mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, and has compassion on whom he will have 
compassion ;" and whosoever is designed to be his child can- 
not be hindered by adverse circumstances from becoming 
so. And thus also do the fear of God, faith, and adoption, 
rank not among the treasures which thieves can break 
through and steal, which moth or rust can corrupt, or which 
the tide of wicked company and seductive example can 
sweep away. Thus Obadiah, by the good help of lus £uth- 
ful Saviour, brought his treasure, though in an earthen vea« 
sel, through all the risks of a dangerous navigation. 

" Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.'* In truth a noble 
testimonial, given to this man in the word of inspiration. 
And truly it was something great to fear the Lord with all 
nis heart at a time when the true knowledge and fear oi 
God had become a scorn and derision of the populace, and 
the whole nation lay sunk in darkness and idolatry. It^ 
was also truly great to remain steadfast on the Lord^s side 
in a circle where gall and wormwood was the portion of all 
God's children, and every weapon was employed to sliake 
their fidelity. The more we think of it, the more extraor- 
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binary does it appear to have adhered to the faith in a court 
where the deyil had spread all his gins and snares; and 
where all possible temptations to apostacy, all possible 
seductions to Tice and profligacy ran in one full and com- 
mon stream ; and in a part which drew all eyes upon him ; 
in an office where his fortune or disgrace depended entirely 
on the pleasure of the monarch; in a situation which doomed 
him to daily intercourse with the most depraved men in the 
country, the wretched crew of courtiers ; and there, in defi- 
ance of all who had influence, to fear God ; and that, not 
by halves, but with the whole heart ; not timorously, but 
with decision ; not secretly, but without disguise ; for all 
this lies in that one word greatly. 0, this was something 
great and singular. But who is to be praised for it? The 
great Obadiah? Far from it : he would himself forbid it. To 
the mighty God and the power of his grace be all the glory I 

Let the example of Obadiah be often before the eyes of 
those whose constant complaint is, '^ that they would serve 
the Lord willingly, but cannot, from the force of outward 
circumstances.** Never was objection more unfounded. So. 
if the ontward circumstances were altered, ye would serve 
the Lord fully ? Miserable blindness I Te cannot do it at 
all, neither in one set of circumstances nor another, except 
it be given you from above. But the man to whom it is so 
given serves the Lord in all circumstances. And what 
should hinder him ? " I cannot serve God by reason of the 
depravity of my heart," is a complaint that we may well 
listen to. But, " I cannot serve him because of this or that 
outward hinderance ;" this is the complsunt of those who 
lie dead in trespasses and sins. Where the life of God is 
in the soul, ah, there is a fire that bums through every 
bushel, a stream which sweeps away every mound of oppo- 
sition ; then there is a mu^t in the soul, which is neither to 
be confined nor arrested, nor overmastered by circum- 
stances. 

Obadiah had already given a striking proof of the sin- 
cerity of his piety and zeal for the cause of God. ** B^ 
this shall all men \lbow that ye are my disdpVe^ i£ ^^ Vss^ 
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one another." And by this touchstone Obadiah^s diiciple* 
ship had been tried and found genuine. As Jesebel, the 
embittered enemy of the God of Israel, was making every 
effort to extirpate his prophets by fire and sword, Obadiah 
interposed for their rescue, and took a hundred of the pro- 
phets, or their scholars, and concealed them by fifties in t 
cave; and stopped not here, but visited them in their daik 
and lonely refuges, and fed them with bread and water, it 
was a daring act, and might have cost him dear. But ths 
love of the brethren constrained him. Gro, then, my bre- 
thren, and do likewise. Through the influence of the Ahabi 
and Jezebels of our times there is no longer a lack of such 
as, from despotic laws, or caprice of ungodly employen, art 
persecuted, cast off, and exposed to suffering for consdence 
sake. A frightful rage is re-awakened, both on many a 
throne and seat of justice, and in many a house and home, 
against those who will not bow the knee to Baal ; and this 
persecuting spirit shall grow fiercer and fiercer. Many a 
preacher will yet have to leave his pulpit ; many a teachef 
his chair ; many a mechanic his workshop, because he is a 
Christian. Then gather yourselves dose together, ye chil- 
dren of God, for defence and succour. Imitate Obadiah. 
The foe shall not have the triumph of a malicious joy at the 
tears and sighs and clasped hands of the children of Israel 
Here we too are within sight of the struggle ; and what is 
ours by the Lord's goodness, let us impart it to our breth- 
ren, who are purchased with the same blood. 

To return to our narrative. "And Ahab," it is said, 
*' called Obadiah," to give him a commission, which he was 
to execute in company with the king. What a singular 
circumstance that a man like Obadiah should be in such 
high favour with a despot like Ahab. He could certainly 
never for a moment have disseilibled his religion to please 
the tyrant ; and it must have been known to the king and 
queen and the whole court that he was one of the most 
zealous worshippers of Jehovah. But the excellent man 
appears to have had grace given him, by his walk and con- 
versation, to stop the mouths of the wicked : and^ by the 
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steadfast truth and transparent purity of character that he 
always displayed, to restrain even the bitterest of enemies 
and 8Co£fers within the limits of n certain reverence. Ahab 
was no doubt well aware that he had no second Obadiah 
among his officers of state ; and they must all have per- 
ceived that no one had so much confidence placed in him 
as this Israelite of the old school; and, though the king 
might join in the ridicule of his religion, he felt that he 
could on no account do without him. 

Yes, there is something in every believer that forces from 
the bitterest adversary a secret acknowledgment of their 
dignity; a light that condemns and punishes their own 
darkness, and from which, in the bottom of their hearts, 
they cannot withhold a certain esteem and admiration. 
Nor is it an infrequent case either, that in times when jesters 
^an no longer be of service, the hated sect comes suddenly 
into favour, and rancorous opponents of the gospel are for 
once glad that they have in their neighbourhood some 
Galilean of whpm they may make a chosen counsellor. 

" Go into the country," said Ahab to Obadiah, " unto all 
fountains of water, and unto all brooks; peradventure we may 
find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose 
not all the beasts." Miserable man! An anxious solici- 
tude for the preservation of his horses, and the keeping up 
of his stud, was all that the divine judgment, now contmued 
for three years and a half, had awakened in his soul! ''Why 
should ye be stricken any more, ye will revolt more and 
more." Neither crosses nor blessings, neither signs and 
wonders, nor corrections and judgments, are able to awaken 
the spiritually dead to life. Nothing can do so, but the al- 
mighty power of divine grace. Is not this the lesson of daily 
experience ? How often, alas I do we think of some one we 
know, that now at last he shall certainly become an altered 
man — such sore and humbling chastisements mt^s^ soften him, 
and bring him to reflection. Must, did we think? We anxi- 
ously mark his temper, and seek the trace of change; and, 
behold, where we hoped to find at length a thought of God 
and of eternity, the man is full of his horse& and Ki\i\!&%\ «sA 
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instead of the holy emotions which we looked for, instead ci 
repentance and prayer, and serious meditation on the gmt 
and eternal concerns of the sonl, there is nothing but a 
thick swarm of the most pitiful cares and occapatioiis, 
which flutter and flutter around the soul, till they and it 
together are swallowed up in the awful seriousness of eter- 
nity. " Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar 
among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foollsbnesi 
depart from him," Prov. ziLvii. 22. thou almighty grace, 
have mercy upon us! 

Obadiah readily obeys the command of his king. BSs 
office required submission : and in the present case his con- 
science had nothing to urge against it. But how could a 
man like Obadiah bear to continue in the service of such 
a ruler, and in the society of so thorougldy corrupt and 
wicked a court ? The question, we may well suppose, could 
not be an easy one for liimself to solve. '' In the world ye 
shall have tribulation." says our Lord ; and this tribula- 
tion, this feeling of strangeness in an ungenial element, was 
doubtless not unknown in Obadiah^s experience. Many an 
hour may he have mourned and sighed in secret : '' Woes 
me, that I am constrained to sojourn in Meshech, and to 
dwell in the tents of Kedar ;" and often must he have felt 
the noxious atmosphere lying like a blight on the growth of 
his spiritual life. But Obadiah could not adopt the conve- 
nient maxim which advises flight where it is painful to con- 
tinue at our post. ^*My God,** he would consider, ''has 
placed me here : the reasons are knovm to his infinite wisdom: 
and it is an easy thing for him to preserve me, even in this den 
of lions." And thus he would remain, for the Lord*s sake. 
Ye that are in Obadiah^s situation, go, all of you, and do 
likewise. However much the evil which you must be eye- 
witnesses of, however great the opposition you meet with 
however you may be scofled at, derided, oppressed, and 
maltreated, let that be no reason at all to you to shrink of 
your own will from a post of duty where the Lord has placed 
you. Endure for the Lord^s sake, till he himself set you 
free. If you are cast out by violence, or if a change of 
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istances necessarily brings along ^ith it a change In 
dtuation or post of service, then retire with a good 
ence, for the Lord has called you. But, till then, 
), and bloom as the rose among thorns, and be as 
erving salt in the midst of decay, and stand as a bea- 
wer in the sea, with far reflected light, and thus 
ijy by God^s grace, guide some poor storm-tossed 
Tom the waves of this world's troubles into the peace- 
ren. And, however the billows may foam aromid you, 
that keepeth Israel will neither slumper nor sleep, 
le angel of the Lord is about them that fear him. His 
dness and truth is their shield and buckler. Blessed 
ose who put their trust under the shadow of his wings.** 

Ahab and Obadiah set out in different directions. They 
Lplore the country, and see whether there be not some 
it spots to be found in the valleys, and among the 
;s of the land. That the king took this jouney in 
1, was ordered by the Lord, that he might have 
ht before him the whole picture of misery and woe 

the land now presented, if possibly the scene might 
the obduracy of the tyrant's heart. But we know al- 
how totally it failed of making the right impression ; 
istead of an overawed and humbled sinner, we shall see 
rtum the same monster of rage and cruelty ; who, instead 
mding his heart" in contrition, turns his anger against 
»d that smites him, though he had himself bound it up 

bundle of his iniqmty. 

t let us leave the monarch and follow the footsteps of 
ous servant. Yonder he journeys along, on the de- 
I and dreary road, sad and sighing, and bearing all 

in his compassionate heart, and in his prayers to Qod. 

how the scene of desolation, which stretches on ail 
around, f^eves his very soul I The whole land lying 
. scene of pride and glory ravaged by fire, and every- 
I as with letters of flame written in the ashes, *' Wlio 
tand before his anger T* But what affects him most 
illy of all, and pierces his heart most deepAy, \a t\sA 
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ii[K!ct>KcIc of an apostate race, which, ms if armed inlli b 
olKhiracy, could Rtand up againit the thunder of saehjt 
m(Mit8, and live on nnmorcd in the most wanton careleiw 
and l>aiu'ful security. Ah I how that stira hia spirit irit 
him I How can he restrain a holy ontburat of seal? 1 
cliildron of the kingdom are in this like their cmcified Lot 
lliat they l)oar the sins of the world on their heart, and M 
ofitMi repair tlie breach which the nngodly haTO made. B 
happy are such persons; they are those whom thennai 
wliitu linen, with the ink-horn at hia side, in the pnq[to) 
of l%7.t>kii>l, was directed to with the commiasion, ''Gl 
through the city of Jerusalem, and set a maik upon Ai 
tnn*heads of the men who sigh and cry for all the abonui- 
t ions that are done in the midst thereof/' Esekiel ix. 4 

Ah OlMidiah travels on, absorbed id these gloomy leflee- 
lionH. hi'liohl, a man comes forth before him, leaning oas 
pil&^rinrs stuff, of commanding figure, with firm step and 
^ravo countenance, and a rough mantle hanging over Ui \ 
hhouMoni. Olmdiah is amazed I Wliat a rencontre I He 
cannot yet believe his eyes. Is it possible? Tea, it is he! 
( >, joyful 8uq)rise I Elijah I Elijah ! To recogniae the mn 
of (Jod and to fall in reverence at his feet is the woikd 
I ho Hiinio moment. 0, delightful meeting 1 For three km 
yi'Ars no one had seen or heard aught of Elijah, and Ae 
piituit rtMunant were disposed to believe that Ood hiA 
pocrt'tly cAU{;ht him up into his eternal rest. And now hi 
in luTo oni'o more, as suddenly as if he had fallen tnm 
hr.HMMi. •« Art thou that my lord Elijah?" asks Obadiih 
^vith profound respect, as he bowed before him. AndES- 
jrth, ill his own brief manner, replies, '* I am : go, tell thy 
h»ril. lloliold, Klijuh is here." 

ThoKtt wonU produced a strange effect on the ezoeM 
nlmdirth. They evidently cut him to the heart, put 1* 
r«»nr«Ke and kohI to a sudden and too trying proof, and «s- 
hihiiod liiiii ill all the weakness, doubt, and despondency o' 
i\ |>i»«M- «hiKl of man. U was a salutary lesson, however, rf 
hiM ih^piMt.li'ii.^o upon tho grace of God for every thing. B 
wA't haiui-a liy liim nmid a great conflict of emotions, iwl 
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Tarious 8tq)8 are fnll of instrnction to iis. No sooner 
the words of the prophet uttered, " Go, tell thy lord, 
bold, Elijah is here," than his faith fails him ; his courage 
;ixi8 to glimmer like an exhausted lamp; fear comes upon 
1 like an armed man ; and he appears to his own morti- 
ition, and I trust to our profit, in all his emptiness and 
ikness. " What have I sinned,^* says he, " that thou 
oldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay 
? As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or 
gdom whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee : and 
en they said, He is not there, he took an oath of the 
gdom and nation that they found thee not. And now 
a sayest, Gk>, tell thy lord, behold, Elijah is here. And 
hall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that 
Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not; 
I so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, 
shall slay roe." Ah I how many words are here : how 
Qj words I This is not the language of cahn faith, but 
human fear and despondency. And what then does 
etdiah fear ? Ah ! he sees frightful things in imagination, 
thinks, that, when he proceeds to Ahab with the infor- 
don that Elijah is there, the enraged tyrant will imme- 
tely take all measures to get the prophet into his hands ; 
t, as God would doubtless prostrate the malignant pur- 
18, that the Spirit of God would carry him away, as may 
)ther times have happened to the saints of God, and as 
know was afterwards the case with Philip in the wilder- 
8. When then Ahab failed to find him, he would wreak 
displeasure on Obadiah ; and on the charge that he had 
teived the king, or violated his duty in not apprehendhig 
I prophet, or that he stood in secret league with him, he 
old lose at once his office and his life. These were 
adiah*8 fearful apprehensions. The dictates, alas! of 
ih and blood. He looked, like Peter, at the winds and 
ves ; but had lost sight of his Lord. 
l^Dt let us hear farther. He now begins to speak of his 
ty, — " T thy servant fear the Lord from my youth. Was 
lot told my Lord what I did when Jezebel slew tVub ^t^ 
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phets of the Lord, bow I hid an hundred men ot the LoiA 
prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread nl 
water. And now thou sayeat, Oo, tell thy Lord, BdioUt 
Elijah is here; and he shall slay me." " I am a pious man,' 
he means to say, " my garb and office must not mislead yoii 
I am none of the apostate crowd. I have continued ^aibid 
to the Lord. Can yon prevail on yourself to expose s 
brother in the fidth to the most appalling danger of death.*' 
Yes, Obadiah, so thou sayest ; and we believe it alL Hmm 
art a pious man, that is certain, and thou remaineat so, erci 
amid all thy weakness; and who can take it amiss that thot 
epeakest of thy piety, and recountest thy deeds of iaitk 
This is not the language of spiritual pride in thee, but d 
fear and despondency. But rejoice with us, Obadiah, that 
thy salvation rests not on thy faith and piety, but on a qniti 
different ground, that lies without thee ; else how sad woQli 
be thy case with all thy goodness 1 

yes, our best religious attainments in tins world are and 
must be but as the strength of intancy, or the resources of 
poverty. If our faith, our courage, m<r devoutness, our as* 
surance, were the steps of the heavenly ladder, how fiail a 
footing would they be to the heights of glory. And thk 
their rottenness we must be taught ; and it is salutary fat 
us to learn to build more firmly and exclusively on the tms 
foundation, that lies without us, in the merits of CShrist, and 
which stands eternally sure. Our only refuge and consola- 
tion in life and in death is, and alone can be, the grace of 
God in the blood of the Lamb ; and, that we may embrsee 
it alone^ the mercy of God makes provision that the memory 
of our sins shall be always re-awakened, and our miseiy 
by nature never depart from our eyes. Do we think oa^ 
selves perfect in courage ? straightway comes danger and i 
storm over our head, and we learn that we are but as reeds 
shaken by the wind. Do we boast of our faith ? imme- 
diately a touchstone is applied, and we see that its strength 
was all a dream. Do we feel ourselves absorbed in the rich- 
ness of our devotional experiences ? soon our heart is dried 
up to a waste of sand, and we must confess that Christ aloni 
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s the fountain of living water. Do we imagine that we have 
onquered all fear of death, and that we shall one day show 
tow a Christian should die and pass into eternity ? the Lord 
lives us from afar a glimpse of the grim King of Terrors, 
nd, alas, the firightfuT prospect makes all our heroism at 
nee grow pale. Do we dream of high steps that we have 
eAched in the scale of holiness ? soon the wind of tempta- 
ion is let loose on us, and we are left only a moment to our 
iwn standing, and, alas, we are again '^ in the dupths," and 
II our boasting is gone, and there remains for us, as for 
(very other dear child of God, nothing but the prayer of the 
publican, — " God be merciful to me, a sinner." " If I wash 
myself with pure water," says Job, " and make my hands 
never so clean, yet wilt thou plunge me in the ditch, and my 
own clothes shall abhor me." And why does this happen 
to us?.'' That we may decrease, and that Christ may in- 
crease." This divine proceeding may be indeed bitter in 
the mouth, but the profit and sweetness shall surely follow. 
The Lord had now attained in the case of Obadiah the 
end of his purpose of love. His self-humiliation was com- 
plete, and the light was again suffered to shine on him. In 
the moment of conscious weakness and shame, Elijah said, 
** As the Lord of Hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will 
surely show myself unto Ahab to-day." This composed all 
his fears : and with shame and confusion of face he parted 
from the prophet, and had now sufficient boldness to tell his 
MTsreign, in the words of his message, *^ Behold, Elijah is 
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Through more and more decreasing, 
Christ leads bis saints imceasing, 
High up the heavenlj road. 



YI.-DELIVERANCE OUT OF THE MOUTH OP THE LION. 

** Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or 
^" was the injunction of Jehovah to Laban the S3rrian, 
^hen be so " hotly pursued after Jacob," as if he me^taXM 
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revenge. Gen. xxxi. 24. His tongue was at once tied, lui 
bands bound, and his fierce resentment turned into kind- 
ness. 

Happy are we if we are of " the seed of Jacob," and h/M 
for our protector the Lord our Redeemer, ''who hath eat 
Kahab, and wounded the dragon, who shutteth up the m 
with doors and bars, saying, Hitherto shalt thon come, bat 
no farther ; who stilleth the raging of the sea and the nobo 
of his waves, and the madness of the people." A proof d 
this will be found in that part of the history of Elijah whieh 
shall this day engage our attention. 

1 KINGS XTiiL 17-20. 

** And It came to paaa, when Ahab saw ElQah, that Ahab said unto Ull^ 
Art thoa he that tronbleth Israel ? And he answered, I hare not tmAM 
Israel: bnt thon, and thy father's house, In that ye have forsaken tbet 
tnandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalitn. Now theref&ro i 
and gather to me all Israel nnto Mount Cannel, and the pruphets of Baal ; 
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves .four hundred, whlob eat il 
Jezebel's table. So Ahab sent nnto all the children of Israel, andgatkend 
tlie prophets together unto Mount CarmeL** 

The appearance of the prophet which we are now to con- 
sider is a striking illustration of his integrity and feailett- 
ness as a man of God. We have here, I. The wonder&l 
protection which he experiences; IT. The unjust accuaa- 
tion which he suffers ; IH. The fearless reply which In 
makes ; FV. The secret power which he exercises. 

T. Obadiah, recovered from his alarm, and re-assnred by 
the language of Elijah, went his way, and sought out the 
king, and said to him, ** Elijah is found ; he is in such a 
place.** This was like a spark among gunpowder. A 
frightful explosion was to be expected. A flood of gallaiu) 
poison, of cruelty and revenge, had collected in the tyrant's 
heart against the man of God. Scarcely had Obadiah, with 
fear and trembling, delivered his mei^^age, than Ahab rose 
to set forth in his own royal person. His rage made him 
neglect all form and usage, and he hurried, like a ragiog 
beast of prey, to meet the hated prophet. What is to be 
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expected ? Elijah can be saved only by a miracle. Elijah 
Bees the infuriated monarch approach. But he stands erect, 
and quails not; the living God is his strong tower, his 
shield and buckler. And now Ahab has reached the spot, 
and the prophet stands confronting his arch-enemy. And 
now, Elijah^ thou art lost for ever I Lost I Nay, the danger 
is already over. Truly a wonder I The sword cleaves to it& 
scabbard ; the eager arm is palsied ; the teeth of the lion 
are broken. No stroke falls, no arrow flies, and, instead of 
an appalling outburst of vengeance, there follows nothing 
but the feeble question, " Art thou he that troubleth Israel?'' 
Not one word of thunder, — " Thou art the troubler of Is- 
rael ;" not one impassioned curse or threatening ; only the 
^ question, the feeble question, as if the fire-breathing volcano 
i had burnt itself out, and only a little smoke could rise 
^ above its summit. Thus, the Lord can stop the mouths of 
t- lions, and enables his people to tread on serpents and scor- 
pions, so that nothing shall hurt them or make them afraid. 
Yes, the same God who surrounded Elijah like a wall of 
fire, and broke the envenomed shafts of Ahab and Jezebel 
in the quiver ; the same God who rescued Moses from the 
hand of Pharaoh, and Daniel from the den of lions ; who 
delivered Peter from prison and from bonds ; and carried 
Paul through the persecutions of his bitterest adversaries 
without dismay; and who, by means of a poor Augustinian 
monk of Wittemberg, put the might of emperor and pope, 
of princes and clergy, nay, and of the devil himself, fb con- 
fusion ; this God is alive for evermore, and will be the rock 
and fortress of his children and servants now as in the days 
of old. Were He not alive, let me tell you, we should hear 
of many a sore evU, even in our days, for there dwells yet 
many an Ahab in Israel, and many a Jezebel in heart too, 
m high places and in the lowest. The spirit of persecution 
may smoulder in the ashes, but it is not extinct. The blood 
of the witnesses would again flow if the hand of the Ahnight;^ 
were withdrawn but for a little from the necks of his ene- 
yfl B^es. For as many as have the seal of the Lamb, not 
merely in their hearts, but on their foreheads, aa TDAXi^ «a 
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belong to the number of those who come to Christy not bf 
night, but in the open day, must excite opposition sod Ae 
spirit of molestation ; and that we dwell so peaoefnl nd 
secure in our tabernacles, though in the den of fionsy aad 
between the lands of the Philistines and the children of 
Amalak, is due to our great Protector and Savionr, who 
neither slumbereth or sleepeth, who is ever armed iar ov 
defence, who encamps around us with his strong legions of 
angels, and who is, and will be himself our bulwark. Ii 
eternity we shall first discover, to our great astonishmoity 
how many lions* mouths the Jjord has stopped for ns, snd 
from how many enemies* hands he has delivcnred us. Happj 
are we in this tower of strength ! How secore is onr dwdl- 
ing amid the " munitions of rocks.*^ They may storm as thef 
will, the Ahabs and the Jezebels, with the malignant aet- 
vants of Baal. Let them assault us as they will, armsd 
with rage and malice, we shall still fear nothing. Our God 
can smite with palsy the hand that is already lifted up 
against us. So Elijah found it, and so shall we, in our ova 
measure, experience the truth of the wide-reaching pfo- 
mise, — " Behold, I give unto you power to tread on soo^ 
pions and serpents, and over all the power of the enemy; 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you. '^ Yet," adds otf 
Lord, ** in this rejoice not that the spirits are subject unto 
you ; but rather rejoice because your names are written ii 
heaven," Luke x. 19, 20. 

II. The protection which Elijah experienced was exactly 
of the kind which the saints of God are wont to experience; 
and in like manner he could regard the accusation brou^ 
against him, that it was he who was the troubler of Israd, 
as one of the certain marks that he indeed belonged to tba 
people of God. " Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" txA 
the wrathful monarch, laying thereby on him the whole 
blame of the heavy distress of the people, instead of on him- 
self. It was an act of outrageous injustice. But, from the 
beginning of the world, the children ol God have befl" 
obliged to submit to the same evil. It is a principal part oi 
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the cross, which we mnst bear after onr Lord and Redeemer; 
ind, though we thereby deserve no higher place of honour 
m the kingdom of God, yet we crucify effectually the " old 
man^ within us. 

It yery often looks, indeed, as if we were the storm-birds 
and harbingers of misfortune : the disturbers of peace, and 
such as turn the world '' upside down ;** as could not but 
be the case with Elijah, since the famine fell upon Samaria 
at his word. How often does it appear as if fire and flame 
were bound to our feet, and war and tumult followed our 
steps. At one time we remove peace from the fiimilies in 
which we live ; at another time we banish harmony from 
the circle in which we move. At one time a believing sou 
must, to his unspeakable distress, excite the displeasure of 
his unbelieving parents, so that the dwelling of love is sud- 
denly changed into a scene of incessant strife and violence ; 
at another, a converted daughter must witness, with tears, 
that she has, against her will cast the brand of contention 
among those who are nearest her on earth. The whole 
Gunily is suddenly driven out of its pleasant course of quiet 
and cheerful life, and all peace is torn up by the root. 
Sometimes, when a minister of the gospel displays the doc- 
trine of the cross to his people the c^ect is as if a mountain 
had been cast into the sea. The waves swell; there is 
tnmnh and wild uproar ; the agitation spreads on all sides, 
and everywhere there is excitement and feverish interest. 
The sleepers awake ; the dry bones are shaken. Oh one 
side is wrath and menace; on the other, exultation and 
triumph ; and the flock is divided against itself, and broken 
up into parties. How often, indeed, does it happen, that 
bold and zealous servants of God, aiming at nothing else 
than the return of strayed sheep, "to the shepherd and 
bishop of their souls," have kindled such a fire, and occa- 
■bned such heats and heart-burnings, that the world has 
been scandalised, and worldly power stepped in to preserve 
good order. And in all such cases, we are the scapegoats, 
tbe troublers, the criminals ! That the abyss out of which 
"^ imoke of confusion and dissension arose, lies m & <\\x\\.^ 
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different quarter ; tiiat the fin which inflamed 
rneut is holy, and JnM, and good; aad that tl 
miscliief was to be found lolely in the heaita of ' 
the unbelieving, and the haten of the light ; : 
tions which occur to nobody. The ciy is obMi 
tained agunst ui, " Yon, yon are the troublen 
And can we eipcct our denial to be liatened 
diBciple ia not above liia maater, nor the een 
than hia Ijurd. It la enough for the disciple t 
liis maatar, and the servant as his Lord. If the] 
the muster of tlie honae Beelaebub, how mudi 
of his honsehold I Tlierefore fear them not ; 
nothing hidden that shall not be revealed, nor 
shall not be known." 

We are called, my brethren, to be the aalt o 
by our life, as well as by our teetimony, our wo 
confeiiuon; • aalt in the corrnption of this gene) 
in hia own aphere. Te believing fathera, smonj 
dren ; ye maaten, among your aervanta ; ye eqi 
your equals ; ye Mends, in your tneodsldp. I 
the aalt ourselves, we should seaaon others. 1 
must be painfiil, and accompanied with eidtemen 
remain still and motionless, it ia a proof that the e 
its savour. But if there be a stir and movement 
and if one eagerly inquire, " What moat I do to I 
and another, in a paroiyam of rage, exclaim, "' 
troublers of Israel," it is the ulehed-for token I 
Btill the aalt of the earth, and that the salt ha 

"Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" oaked A 
oroohet; and in a certain sense, it must be co: 
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reason than that he bore arms against God's people ? And 
how many a persecutot has been judged and cut in snn- 
jder, from no other cause than that he persecu^d the little 
flock? How man J a blasphemer has had his mduth stopped 
by a visible judgment, just because we pray, ** Hallowed be 
thy name?" How many a family and land must suffei 
through our prayers to the Lord, " that he would save then 
■a a brand from the burning, be it by weal or woe ?" Yes, 
fid our enemies know how many things take place on the 
earth, simply for our sakes : whether for the strengthening 
of onr faith, our deliverance from danger, or for the honour- 
big of our prayers ; did they know what influence the "quiet 
in the land," exert on the fate of individuals and of whole 
nations, and how, and in what senije, the great Captain of 
the Lord's host, to whom we have sworn fealty, has made 
OB all not only priests, but kings, their wrath against us 
would know no bounds ; and they would cry out, in a very 
cBiTerent tone, " Ye are they that trouble Israel !" 

- m. Elijah, in his reply, appears as much the man of God 
aa in the former course of the interview. '* Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?" was the question. And what now should 
the prophet answer ? He stands before his mortal enemy ; 
and this enemy is the monarch of the country, an arbitrary 
despot, who needed only to give the word, and the prophet's 
head lay at his feet. Shall he humble himself? Excuse 
himself? Cry for mercy? Others might stoop thus; 
Elijah cannot. Shall he take to falsehood or cunning, to 
flattery or servility? Shall he conceal the true cause of 
God's judgment on the land? That be far from him. He 
is a man wont to make conscience of the truth, which is 
black indeed, but comely, like the tents of Kedar. It might 
have been excusable to have mollified and soothed the king 
with the prospect of coming rain and happier days. But 
the time is not yet. The prophet exercises a just reserve. 
His sole aim is to bring the tyrant, with his whole people, 
to judge themselves, to humble themselves before the living 

God, and give him the glory; and this aim is deatet \.o\vVrev 

^» 
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than life. lie knows whither he is going; and death to 
him has lost its terrors. And therefore he answers, '*! 
have not troubled Israel, but thou and thy father^s house, 
in that ye nave forsaken the commandment of the Lord, 
and thou hast followed Baalim.*' A bold and fearlen reply, 
rising fresh from the heart, and above all praise I 

Such language as this is seldom heard on earth. TbB 
world is fuU of flatterers and dissemblers ; they swarm, not 
only in the palaces of the great, but also in the circles of 
the poor, and even in the pulpits of the church of Grod; and 
men in rough prophets' mantles and leathern girdles, who 
are bold enough, for their master's sake, to defy the fiither 
of lies and all his works, and to take the truth as a staff in 
their hand, a shield on their breast, and a sword in thdr 
mouth, even at the hazard of sharing Elijah's reproach, and 
the Baptist's dwelling and fare in the wilderness — O, such 
men are rare jewels ! ye ministers of Christ in the pul- 
pit and out of it, why do we complain of the little fhiit of 
our labours, of the scanty harvest of our sore toil and tra- 
vail? Bather let us complain of our own hollow dealing,, 
and be humbled in the dust for our own faint-heartedness. 

We should see greater things, were not the salutary and 
awful " Thou art the man," so entirely extinct among us, 
and buried in Nathan's grave. We preachers in this vale 
have the character of a singular closeness of dealing ; and 
perhaps it is so in comparison with the multitudes of hire- 
lings, who everywhere at the present day eat the bread ok 
the church, and repay her in the currency of lies and fedse 
doctrines. Yet, what is this freedom of speech, when closely 
examined? Is it anything great to preach God's word freely, 
where the doctrine of the cross (tlianks be to (rod!) has 
gained a certain mastery ? Or to set forth so fully the doc- 
trine of human depravity, where another doctrine would 
empty our churches, and be besides a deviation from our 
articles of faith ? I tell you. were Elijah, the Baptist, or 
Paul here, you would hear the trumpet give a very different 
sound. Then the individual would be reproved and con- 
demned openly, and there would be no more respect either 
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of persons or of stations. How many an Ahab of the present 
day would be thus addressed, " I have not troubled Israelf 
^ but thou and thy father*s house, in that ye have forsaken 
the commandments of the Lord I** How many a Jezebel 
would then be told to her face, '' The unclean shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God I*' How many a publican, '* Exact 
no more than that which is appointed you I** How many a 
Herod, ^ It is not right for thee to have thy brother^s wife !** 
How many a Felix, how many a Drusilla, in the midst of 
us, who now hear only smooth words, would be forced to 
submit to one closet-sermon after another, from rough and 
unsparing lips of righteousness, temperance, and judgment 
to come! 

Well may you pray, my friends, that it may be given to 
your teachers to improve better the knowledge which they 
have from God by virtue of their office, and to discharge 
more fiutufully the duty committed to them by the Most 
High; to threaten, to reprove, to use great plainness of 
speech, in season and out of season, in the cottages of the 
poor, or in the halls of the great and powerful and noble in 
the land. Truly we want neither the weapons nor the full 
commission to employ them. We have a heaven to pro- 
mise and a hell to alaxm. We come forth as ambassadors 
for Christ, and as the stewards of the mysteries of God. 
We speak not of ourselves, but what One who is greater 
than all gives us to speak. We appear surrounded by a 
cloud of witnesses as the deputies of the King of kings, and 
have the right to announce our message to sinners with, " In 
the name of God"—" Tlius saith the Lord." 0, the dignity 
of our calling I the sacredness of our position I 0, that it 
might inspire us more thoroughly, and make us like Elijah 
and Nathan, like Paul and John the Baptist I Should it 
then be that we scattered with the fan of truth whole crowds 
of former friends as chaff, perhaps we should attract by the 
gospel trumpet from the publicans and sinners more than 
enough to repair the loss. Should the measure of our re* 
proach and trouble be doubled, perhaps the fruit of our 
labours and our harvests in the Lord's vineyard 'wovAdX^ 
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doubled too. Yes, my friendfl, we niiut all repent togeliher; 
we, your teachers, and you with ns, for yoa are each in \u 
sphere called to Nathan^s office. 0, it is a melancholy thii^ 
to think that our social life is in general so condacted, tint 
it is no better than a web of falsehood, dissembling^ tod 
man-pleasing, and a continued cry of peace, peace, iriiei 
there is no peace ! Truly, that is a worthless delicacy, widi 
which we, instead of reaching the potsherd, stand aside and 
allow our friends to die of their sores, for fear of ^ving pua. 
A hateful love is it which, instead of calling loudly on the 
sleeper by the mouth of the pit, lulls him into a deeper 
slumber, to spare him the horror of awaking, and us the 
reproach of breaking his rest. May the Lord kindle a pun 
flame of love in our hearts, a love which, when the cause of 
truth, the honour of God, and the salvation of our brethren 
require it, can speak in tones of thunder, regardless of the 
displeasure of others, and of pain to itself; and yet a love ' 
m which no strange fire shall mingle with what is holy, and 
we shall not, as is too often the case, break to pieces, in our 
zeal, both tables of the law. 

" I have not troubled Israel, but thou and thy fether's 
house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim." What is the sin 
which Elijah expressly holds up to him as the proper source 
of the whole calamity ? Is it his intemperance, his covet- 
ousness, his frivolity, his unchaste life ? No, it is his shame- 
less unbelief; it is his wanton departure from Grod*8 word 
and statutes; it is his blasphemous contempt of what the 
living God had revealed and appointed in the world. Blessed 
God, if this be the deepest crime, and the blackest guilt in 
God^s sight ; if for this cause he visits nations and countries 
and cities with fire and sword ; what have we to look for in 
an age wherein the forsaking of God^s statutes is become 
the fashion, and a heathenish rationalism has found its way 
into the very cottage and the workshop ; when the language 
of the wicked servant, ^' we will not have this man to reign 
over us," is becoming always more general, and the sound 
of error is heard from so many pulpits and seats of learning. 
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from the liigheKt to the lowest, as a real voice of Baal ; in 
which true Christiaiiitj, the belief of the forgiveness of sins 
through the blood of ^e Lamb, is so frequently branded as 
mygUdam; and the real life of the soul in the Holy Ghost, 
the life of love to the Saviour, and walking in his footsteps, 
is 80 often decried as fomaiicism; and when Baal has so 
many worshippers, who, in the gloom of Pantheism or 
Atheism, scatter their incense in his nostrils, and build him 
altars. How will it at' length fare with such a generation, 
if we do not in good time fall weeping before the uplifted 
rod in the hand of the great Preserver of men ? And what 
kind of days have we sooner or later to look for in a country 
where more than one Noah preaches the righteousness of 
God, where more than one Jonah calls to repentance, where 
more than one of Zion^s watchmen sounds the trumpet with- 
out ceasing, because he sees the sword approaching and only 
a little band enlist under the banner of the cross ; while 
thousands upon thousands treat the blood of the covenant 
as an unholy thing, hold the word of the Lord in derision, 
and reject his ordinances without shame before their eyes, 
and bow the knee to all manner of shameful idols, and sacri- 
fice to the abominations of the Moabites and the Amorites I 
What vials of wrath must at last be poured out upon this 
favoured region? Will it be enough that the Lord visit us 
with loss of employment and want, with stagnation of trade 
and business, with pestilence and with drought ? Will he 
not see it necessary to come with still heavier judgments? 
'* Woe unto thee, ChorazinI woe unto thee, Bethsaidal for 
if the mighty works which were done in you had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you. It shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment than 
for you. And thou, Capernaum, that art exalted to heayen, 
shaU be brought down to hell." that my people would 
turn from their evil ways, and from the foolish work of 
their hands ; that the Lord God might repent of the evil 
concerning us, and turn from the fierceness of his anger, 
that we perish not I 
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IV. '^ I have not tronbled Israel, but thon uid Ay 
fnthcr*8 liouse, in that 78 have forsaken the commandnMnii 
of the Lord, and thou hast followed Btalim." Tlius tpAi 
Klijah) " the mnn without fear or reproach," — and no soow 
has ho spoken thus than he began to make preparations foi 
a scene that has not its like in sacred hrstorj. Jehovah ii 
about to show, by " signs and wonders, and mighty deeds," 
that he is God, and that there is none else, and Baal ii 
about to be overthrown in one day.' "Now, therefore,** said 
Elijah, authoritatively, like a representative of Grod, '' Now, 
therefore, O King ! send and gather to me all Israel to 
Mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, whidi 
eat at JezebeVs table." He speaks, and Ahab obeys, an/, 
it is done. Behold how matters are reversed ! The servant 
has become the lord, the lord the servant 1 the subject en- 
joins, and the monarch obeys I Such is the unseen sceptre 
hi the hands of the children of the Kuler of spirits, and the 
secret, marvellous power which they exercise through the 
Eternal Spirit that dwelleth in them. 0, it is nothing lire 
that simple men of God, void of all outward authority and 
influence, have by one word, nay, by their mere appearance 
and aspect, '' stopped the mouths of lions, quenched ihe 
violence of fire, turned to flight the armies of the aliens I" 
And this power is peaceful and unobtrusive, as becomes the 
children of the kingdom. The Master sends them foftb, 
'^ as lambs in the midst of wolves," and says, " He that 
smiteth thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other also." 
They are not clad in mail of iron, and the '' weapons of their 
warfare are not carnal." They must, " when reddled, revile 
not again," and make no use of that temporal sword which 
the princes of this world bear. To them is committed i 
totally different might. How shall I describe it? Is it 
faith, the victory- that overcometli the world ? Is it the light 
of the Holy Ghost raying through them, whose temples they 
are, and who manifests himself at all times as the Spirit of 
the mighty God? Enough; it is a certain divine sometJiing 
in them that works wonders. Tlierewith liave we seen timid 
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childreD overawe the most furious enemies, and dcfencelesa 
sheep disarm their bitterest persecutors. This royal mark 
of the children of Israel, — we might call it the star of tlieir 
nobility, — ^which shines through the garb of their humility, 
is more than all the skill of the prudent, and all the wisdom 
of the wise, more than the honour of all nobility, and the 
prowess of all might. It enables the simplest souls to dis- 
comfit the greatest philosophers, and to bring their false 
boasted subtleties to confusion. This nameless something 
which Christians carry about with them, this mild lustre oi 
the jewels of €U>d, this spark of heaven^s own fire, which 
lights up their whole being as the twinkling beam of the 
ererlasting lamp that breaks through the veil of the hea- 
renljT temple, tliis sign of the Son of Man, and seal of the 
Lduxib upon their foreheads ; this is the supernatural armour 
in which the servants of God do exploits, prove their son- 
ship, gain their victories, '' bind the princes of the earth,** 
jn^e the rebellious, silence the scoffers, shame the blas- 
phemous, chain the unclean spirits, and cast down Satan 
himself, "as lightning from heaven.** 

" Notwithstanding, rejoice not in this, that the spirits are 
subject unto you; but rather rejoice because your names 
are written in heaven.** The joy of dominion can easily 
fall into the danger of spiritual pride. The joy of admis- 
sion into the family of Grod, which his grace has vouchsafed 
OS, is more pure and separate from the flesh ; it softens and 
humbles. The one leads easily back to self; the other keeps 
US at the Saviour*8 feet, and tunes the soul to his pnuse. 
The one easily darkens the inward eye, and hides our own 
poverty from view ; the other, resting on the unspeakable 
^ory to which we are called, is like a light in whose bright- 
ndss our own unworthiness cannot but appear. The joy over 
the spiritual might that fills us is precarious and changing; 
for our powers maybe lost or crippled by sin ; the joy over 
our citizenship in heaven is enduring, for we know the foun- 
dation of the Lord standeth sure, and hath this seal, *' The 
Lord knoweth them that are bis,** and " He abideth faith- 
ful ; he cannot deny himself.** 0, happy they 'w\iOQ^ lASii*^^ 
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are written in the Book of Life ; and doubly happy tbi7 
who know that they are written there. Amen. 



Yn.'£LUAH AND THE PEOPLE ON MOUNT GABMEL 

Wuo among us can be ignorant of the celebrated dedaioi 
of Solomon, in a remarkably difficult case that was brou^ 
before him. Two women presented themselves with an 
infant) to which they each asserted a mother^s claim ; tlie 
one affirming that the child was her^s, and that the child of 
the other having died, she had taken the living child from 
her, and placed her own dead child in its place ; the othei 
maintaining the exact contrary, and both requesting the 
king to decide the matter. 

Bat how was it to be done ? The wise man did not &il 
of an expedient. He calls for a sword, and on its beiqg 
brought, he says, " Divide the living child in two, and give 
half to the one, and half to the other.** Then spake the 
woman, whose the living child was, unto the king, for her 
bowels yearned over her son, *' my lord, give her the 
living child, and in no wise slay it." But the other said, 
" Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it." Toa an 
aware how the king, from the expressions of the two women, 
settled the dispute and decided the cause. Ist Kings is. 
24-27. 

Why do I recall this incident to your minds ? To remind 
you of the tender compassion of our God, who judges of 
his children as the true mother in this history. He will 
have no division of his children between himself^ and the 
devil or the world. He will have his children, soul and 
body, as a whole living sacrifice, or not at all. " Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind." And 
again, ** Thou shalt have no other gods before me ;" and 
once more, " Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead:** 
and in another place, '^ If any man come to me, and hate 
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ot Either and mother, and brother and sister, yea, and his 
wn life also, he cannot be my disciple." What a holy 
^aloosy i What it is to be wholly the Lord^s, we shall this 
ay learn from the word and deed of that man of Qod, whose 
ealous soul was " as the chariots of Israel and the horse- 
len thereof." 

1 KINGS xvUL 21-34. 

"And ElUab came onto all the people, and aaid, How long halt ye between 
ro Ofrfnions? If the Lord be God, follow him : but if Baal, then follow him. 
■d the people answered him not a word. Then said El^ah nnto the people, 
eren I only, remain a prophet of the Lord ; but Baal's prophets are four 
imdred and fifty men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks^ and let 
tern choose one bnHock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on 
ood, and put no fire under: and I wfU dress the other bullock, and lay it 
I wood, and put no fife under: And call ye on the name of your gods, and 1 
m call on the name of tibe Lord ; and the God that answereth by fire, let 
m be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.** 

A great and ever-memorable scene b here to be mifolded. 
he ancient controversy, whether there be a Qod that rules 
I heaven, and whether Jehovah or another be that God, 
18 Lord is about to decide himself ; and that by a judg- 
ment that can not only be heard with the ears, but also im- 
ressed on every faculty of sense. In this passage, how- 
rar, we see only the preparations for this astonishing deci- 
on. The sublime spectacle is yet to follow. 
We have here a sermon of EUjah, brief, but weighty; and 
brings before us, I. His expostulation; II. His challenge; 
DL Hia strength of £uth. 

I. We have in imagination left the city of Samaria behind 
s, and taken our stand on the lofty summit of mount Car- 
leL Far beneath our feet roars the sea, which stretches 
waj beyond our vision to the boundless distance. On the 
ther side, our view ranges over the river Kishon, into th€ 
ide plain of Esdraellon, where Mount Tabor, and, still 
aarer, the little town of Nazareth rise before our eyes: 
rther beyond glimmers the lake of Gennesaret in the blue 
jrizon, and on the extreme north we descry the mountains 
: Lebanon, with their rounded and doud- capped summits. 

magnificent scene I ^* The excellency of Carmel,^^ is the 
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icripture descri^ tion of it ; and a short time ago, the J^uin 
was repeated in the letters of a missionary, who had preadwil 
the doctrines of the cross on its heights. On this froitfid 
monutain, there are to he found at present, besides a Cbm 
tian monastery, a Turkish mosqne, and many subt^mnea 
chapels, cavemSf and grottos, applied to purposes of woraUp^ 
On the anniversary of the memorable day here recorded 
crowds of Mahommedans and Christians flock together tc 
bend the knee before their common saint, Elijah. Hoi 
would the prophet treat these priests of Baal could he ren 
sit once more the ancient scene of his zeal and conflict? 

To-day, then, we find him on the heights of Carmd 
There he stands, surrounded by a countless multitude oi 
the people of Israel. Here are four hundred and fifVy priesti 
of Baal ; yonder, the four hundred priests of the grove, i 
noisy and profligate crew, who ate at Jezebers table. Hen 
the idolatrous monarch, in person, with his pompons tnin 
of courtiers; and all around the poor, perishing, deluded 
people, crowded together to the number of many thousandi^ 
all awaiting with eager curiosity the coming wonders. 

And now, when they are all assembled, the prophet conM 
forth before them all into the midst ; a plain man, known 
by his hairy mantle and his leathern girdle. He looki 
around him with a cheerful and undaunted countenance, 
and when all is hushed in silence, he opens his month 
before all the people and addresses them, " How long halt 
ye between two opinions ? If Jehovah be God, follow him; 
but if Baal, follow him/* A fearless and solemn appeal I 
What was its effects? The people make no answer; thef 
are silenced by the power of truth. Elijah, you perceive^ 
blames his countrymen for halting between two opinions; 
for wavering now to the one side, now to the other, and fof 
dividing with unsteadfast hearts their worship betwefifl 
Jehovah and Baal. With the royal family, the court, snd 
the priesthood, the case was different ; they were confinnod 
idolators, devoted with heart and soul to the profane and 
impure service of Baal. The people, however, could not 
yt3t have quite forgotten the mighty works of Jehovah to 
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ithers in former days. They could not therefore, 
on a complete apostacy, but sought to persuade 
Ives that they were not in reality idolaters, even in . 
iping an idol, as this was but an object through which 
[ored the one true God. They mingled the service 
)vah and Baal together, and invented a religion in 
hey could on the one hand give themselves up to all 
I abominations of heathenism, and yet, on the other 
reserve the show and the self-complacent feeling of 
Jking in the steps of the faith of their fathers, at 
substance, though they might depart from it a little 
I. What subtlety of self-deception I What strong 
1 to believe a lie 1 What contemptible double-heart- 
l These were the people to whom Elijah turned with 
eal. 

let me tell you, were Elijah now preaching among 
ss, we also should be forced to hear many a severe 
upon halting, wavering, and instability I He would 
able long to bear in silence the double-mindedness 
onstancy that prevail among us in such a multitude 
IS. It must be confessed, that in the midst of us 
re not wanting decided spirits either ; we find them 
1 sides ; in the paths of death, and in the way of light 
. As we have those among us whose motto is in 
id in truth, "All for Christ ;" so we have a crowd of 
who will know nothing of the Saviour, who have 
their back on his gospel, and renounced his friend- 
ee for all. The golden calf of short-lived pleasure 
lOur is dearer to them than the Lamb of God with 
)d and sacrifice. They offer incense to Satan, are 
if the flesh, bid defiance to hell-fire, and will venture 
evil's name to step into eternity — ^if, indeed, eternity 
ill a dream. These are persons of decision, men of 
er, who know what they are doing, and see what they 
ing at; they do not halt; no, they walk with firm 
raight onward to the worm that never dies, and the 
t never shall be quenched. And there is a great 
de of this class, old and young, in all ranks un^ ^ou- 
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ditions of life, as vessels of wrath, reserred for the muufti- 
tation of the righteous judgment of Gk>d at the great dsf, 
-The rock of Jacob shall fall on then, and grind them ti 
powder. But will it fare better m the end with those vko 
have pitched their tent between the two camps, and irho 
would fain belong to Baal with the one half of their faeait% 
and with Che other to Jehovah ? Would that thia race d 
waverers did not form the majority among ns I But, alas ! it 
is so. Halting, of one kind or other, is the order of the diy, 
and decision in the divine life is a rare jeweL Woe loto 
thee, thou deceitful generation, that thou thinkest it a poi- 
sible case to share thy love and service between Qod wA 
his enemies, that thou waverest to and fro in thy pmpoiei) 
and bowest the knee this hour to the Lord, only that in till 
next thou may est stand as a suitor in the harlot chambar dt 
tlie world 1 Who is the supreme good? Is it the Lord? 
Why then is he not thy all in all? What means, then, tUi 
accursed hunting after short-lived gains and perishaUi 
jewels? What this idolatrous thirsting after vain honoms 
and splendours ? What this anxious care for riches and ene^ 
this panting after worldly comforts and pleasures, and tUi 
pagan lamentation over temporal losses ? If the Lord be 
God, let him be thy treasure and thy care, and let all thy 
love and longing be towards him. But if the world be thi 
supreme good, if it can save and bless thee, redeem and oom- 
fort thee ; then, I say, love the world, and lose not thy timt 
in singing and praying, in church-going and Bible-readii^ 
and other routine of holy service. Be at length assured <d 
thy standing, and be something entire in thy life and beingi 
Woe unto you, ye that halt between time and eternity I Ye 
shall halt yourselves at length into hell, and there is no re- 
medy 1 Decide ere it be too late I If the life of man be shot 
np within the bounds of time, and nothing is to be looked 
for in a hereafter, then, I say, be your watchword, " Let m 
eat and drink, for to-morrow we die f* then make the most 
of your days, and give free course to your appetites ; and do 
not befool yourselves in losing time with your so-called pre- 
parations for eternity. But if you have here no continuing 
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f there be a city to come, and an eternity without 
end, why should you then loiter by the way ? Why 
up your tents as for ever by the path of your pil- 
)? Then be nothing more than wanderers, passing 
rs ; then cast away eveiy weight and hindrance oi 
umey ; tear up every obstruction of your path ; and 
ill but loss and folly, that ye may enter in at the 
; gate, and that the word eternity be not at the last 
of thunder to yon. Yes, methinks it is no lost labour 
fice all cares to this one, how we may escape an end- 
«ry, and be made partakers of an endless happiness I 
try to live it out, half as children of time, and half as 
I of eternity, — ^from this life of halves there results 
death. Woe unto you, ye that halt between the ser* 
truth and the service of falsehood, between the wis- 
your natural reason and the wisdom of God ; who 
it suits your humour, believe the Bible more than 
^es, and now yourselves more than the Bible i If the 
' Grod be true, then submit your reason to it in all 
even in those which cross and thwart the bent of 
then believe not merely its promises, but its threat- 
though it should speak of a judgment-seat before 
re must all appear, and of a shutting of the kingdom 
m against all who are not bom again. But if ye are 
Nature^s teaching, then be so entirely; maintain 
res in your wisdom ; give the book of God to the 
only halt not, for that is folly and unreason ; and 
mingle light and darkness no more together. Woe 
n, ye that love to balance between Christ and Anti- 
Is Christianity the cause of God? then decide for it 
al and body, and count all its reproach as fame and 
and walk forth free and openly under the banners 
lespised race of Israel ; and quit the noisy haunts of 
olous children of the world, and make yourselves no 
ke them, but relinquish their pleasures and gaieties 
'.; and wheresoever the kingdom of God is forcing its 
d there is stir and movement in the field of the dead, 
I cry of new life is abroad — then join not vou m X.Vv^ 
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enemies^ tauut of extravagance and fanaticiam, but rejoioe 
rather that the smooth surface of everyday form is brokfli 
up, and that a spiritual festival, with its singing and harpbig 
and dancing before the ark of the covenant, is again abott 
to dawn upon the church. But if Christianity be &ble and 
falsehood, then why do you waste a word on its defence? 
B& your curse on it, and pass over wholly to the ranks of 
anticluist. Woe unto you, ye who halt between yonzselTM 
and Christ I Who is your saviour? who is your sniety? 
who is able to redeem your souls from death? Is it yom^ 
selves ? Then let this Jesus be a Jesus for others, and let 
me not rest as if my salvation were in his hands. But if he 
be the only way unto the Father, how should I have rest till 
my whole heart is converted unto him ! Then must I seek to 
hold him fast, and to cling day and night to his embrace, 
and to make him the centre of my thought and action I But 
ye are neither cold nor hot, as if ye did not yet know whe- 
ther he or you is the saviour of the souL Beware, ye luke- 
warm, that he spue you not out of his mouth I And why do 
you waver between his righteousness and your own? Which 
will avail you in the judgment? Your own? Thencait 
yourselves upon it, and give up your vain talk of the meiiti 
of Christ. But if it be the righteousness of Christ which 
alone avails you, why do ye return so often to the mire of 
your own miserable virtues, and pour forth, even in the 
shortest interview, those masses of pitiful detail which are 
meant to show what pious persons you are ? how moGb 
good you do? how diligently you read the Bible? how re- 
gularly you go to church ? how strictly you observe the 
Sabbath ? What means, waverers of every class, yooi 
wretched indecision ? Be one thing or the other. I tell yoOi 
with this halved and sundered nature, ye are an abominatioa 
to the Lord. '^ No man," says he, '* can serve two masteri) 
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he 
will hold to the one and despise the other ; ye cannot serve 
God and Mammon." *^ He that is not with me, " says the 
same Lord, " is against me, and he that gathereth not witli 
me scattereth abroad." And what says the apostle ? *' Be 
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not unequally joked with unbelievers ; for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness ? and what concord hath 
Christ with Belial ? or wliat part hath he that believetli 
with an infidel ? and what agreement hath the temple of 
GU>d with idols ? Wherefore come out from among them^ 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean tUng, and I will receive you/' 2 Cor. vi. 14-18. *^ How 
long," cried Elijah, ''halt ye between two opinions. If 
Jehovah be God, follow him ; but if Baal, then follow him." 
And the people must have thought that the man of God was 
right. And ye also, I am persuaded, will not be able to re- 
ply to the truth of God which has now been set before you ; 
and of you the language of the text will hold equally true. 
« And the whole people kept silence, and answered him not 
a word." 

n. Whether Jehovah or Baal be God, is not for Elijali 
himself to decide. God hunself will utter a word in thu 
controversy, and Elijah cares not to anticipate its mighty 
impression. Meanwhile he continues his address. " I, even 
I only, remain a prophet of Jehovah ; but Baal's propheta 
are four hundred and fifty men." God be thanked, he was 
not the only man of God then living, but the only one who 
appeared longer on the theatre of public life ; the only one 
who still defended the cause of Jehovah against the enemy: 
the rest were either slain or banished, or concealed in dens 
and caves of the earth. Now, reflect on Elijah's position ! 
With the exception, perhaps, of Obadiah, there was not iu 
the whole inunense crowd on Mount Carmel, a single bro- 
ther in the faith ; not one man of like mind, or like attach- 
ment to the common cause. No one on whom he could lean 
for support ; no one to encourage him by his looks, or in- 
spire him, by sign and gesture, with confidence. Ah I you 
know how the heart sinks when one stands thus all alone 
in the crowd of total and unsympathizing strangers. You 
know how the soul is then damped and staggered, how the 
tongue cleaves to the roof of the mouth, and how the bc<iaU\ 
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of life itself, to say nothing of the bold spirit of the martji^ 
is ready to expire. But the prophet blooms in this detsl 
like a rose, and bums like a torch in tliis nozioiu atmoi- 
phere. No, his heart is at ease, he breathes A-eelj, and liii 
tongue does not falter. He has great joy in testifying of 
the name of the Lord before this intractable multitnde, siim 
Ills whole soul is fired with zeal for GK>d*s honour. We, ia 
like circumstances, would not be so easily daunted or 
silenced, did we care somewhat more for the glory of God 
than our own credit, and somewhat less for our own oom- 
fort and ease. But the God of all grace is not dear enoqgli 
to our souls, and we have too little in our hearts of that £0" 
▼ent love to him which many waters cannot quench, ncHrtha 
floods drown. Yes, I know well the cause of your fiiilare. 
When a bold and joyful confession of Christ is to be looked 
for from you, it is only then, when one or more are present 
who will applaud the testimony. But, alas ! it for the most 
part stops there. Ah I brethren, I know the weakness and 
deceitfulness of your hearts, for my own has betrayed your 
Hecret to me. 

" I, even I only, remain a prophet of Jehovah ; but Baal's 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men.** He is entirely 
siuTounded by enemies, despisers of all divine revelation, 
infidels and scoffers, among high and low, learned and uo- 
ieamed. You are aware, my dear brethren, how a sitnatiai 
like this, among none but unbelievers, especially if they are 
men of worldly credit, prudence and accomplishment, most 
act injuriously on our faith, and how easily the doubt inii' 
nuates itself, ** Am I then the only person in the right, and 
tre all these in the wrong?*' You know how readily one » 
then tempted to make the strait gate somewhat wider, tiM 
narrow way somewhat broader, to leave this and that artida 
out of the essentials of salvation, and, in a word, to be not 
so very precise and exact in the cause of the gospel. But 
Elijah appears to have been far above the reach of such 
influences from without. It was to him nearly all one where 
he stood. He thought here and yonder alike ; his views 
were not darkened, his convictions not weakened by out- 
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ward circumgtances, for he knew the grounds oi his faith to 
the bottom* And though the whole world had thought 
otherwise, and he had held to his faith alone upon the earth, 
he still had not abated one jot or tittle of it. No, not fof 
an hour ! He would then, too, have stood fast by his con- 
viction, and boldly made the challenge that he alone was in 
the right, and the whole world in the wrong, for he could 
say what not many can say, — *^ I know in whom I have 
believed/' Every point of faith which he maintained was 
gained by a struggle of experience, and had thus so struck 
its roots, and fastened its hold, that it could no more bd 
bent and shaken by every wind of doctrine. 

*' Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men." '^ Tea,** 
he means to say, '' and if they were as many thousands, 
what then ? We shall soon decide the point with them." 
What language of bold defiance 1 But there is a confidence 
in Qod whidi all GU>d's children may put on : a confidence 
in which we can say with Luther, " If there were as many 
devils as there are tiles on the house-tops, yet will I go for- 
ward ;" and with Elisha, '^ Behold they that be with us are 
more than they that be with them." Yes, were there but a 
little more of this confidence amongst us, the hands would 
not 80 soon hang down, and the knees become feeble. We 
could then set our fikce as a flint, and make our forehead as 
iron. Who shall assail us since God is on our side, and a 
wall of fire round about us? All before us may indeed fear; 
but we need tremble before no created thing, either in hea- 
ven or on the earth. Can the devil harm us ? He fears not 
indeed the purple and crowns of kings ; but the prayer of the 
least of all saints puts him in diead and terror. Can death 
harm us ? Truly, the voice of this king of terrors can shake 
those who are proud and lofty as the cedars of Lebanon; 
but the dying-bed of the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
a sacred fortress, which repels his onsets. Can sin prevail 
against us ? It is indeed the devil's snare, and fills for him 
the prison-house of woe ; but neither can it afiriglit us. The 
snare has been broken by the Mighty, and we are escaped. 
And what shall the wicked and the adversaries do ag;aA\i«.\ 
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as ? Oar King shall dash them to pieces, as the potshenli 
of earth. Therefore be coDfident in the Lord; for '^ the 
way of the Lord/' says Solomon, '' is right, and the npiight 
shall walk therein ; but the transgressors shall fiill thmin." 

in. The people upon Carmel are on the full sttetoh at 
expectation. Nobody yet knew what was to take place. 
Bat Elijah hastens to prepare the scene for the stupendoiiB 
display of Jehovah^ glory. '' Let them therefore give as,** 
said he, '' two bullocks ; and let them choose one bollock 
for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, 
and put no fire under ; and I will dress the other bullock, 
and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under : And call ye 
on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name ol 
Jehovah ; and the God that answereth by fire, let him be 
God. And all the people answered and said, It is well 
spoken." They agreed to the proposal ; some from eurir 
osity to see what would happen; others actually in the 
hope that Baal would gain the victory ; perhaps some few 
also, from a real desire to know for certain whether there 
was a God at all, and which was the true God. What 
astonishing boldness in this step of Elijah 1 What does he 
not put to hazard by it ? The whole heritage of the tme 
Gt)d in the world ; as, in case of failure, faith would no 
mora have been found upon the earth. But to Elijah, it 
seemed no hazard at all ; he thought to himself, '* The God 
of all grace cannot forsake me in such a trial." And unoe 
he thus reasoned, and was as a child in faith, he had leave 
to act thus wondrously in God*s name. Tes I faith cao 
nen'e us to many a venture. 

The world has ah-eady received many an answer of God 
by fire, so that it ought by this time to know who ia the 
true God ; but it will not retain him in its knowledge, and 
therefore many an answer by fire must yet be sent. By firt 
he answered the first sin ; by fire that gleamed partly fi^)n» 
the sword of the flaming cherubim, and partly burnt down- 
ward in their hearts, like the fire of Tophet. By fire be 
spake to Sodom and Gomorrah, when they sought to foigel 
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him ; and the shores of the Dead Sea retain, after manj 
thousand yeara, the traces of that word of power to this 
day. By fire he confirmed his promises to Abraham, when, 
in the darkness of the night, a smoking furnace and a burn- 
ing lamp passed between the pieces of the sacrifice. Out of 
the fire of the burning bush he spake to Moses, his servant, 
as a man with his firiend. With fire he answered his people 
on Sinai, when the top of the mountain smoked and burned, 
and the awfiil words, " thou shalt," and " thou shalt not," 
were uttered in thunder. By fire from heaven he answered 
David, after the numbering of the people, and burnt up the 
offering on the newly-erected altar, in the eyes of all. By 
firo he answered the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of 
the temple, ^ so that all the children of Israel saw the fire 
eome down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, so 
that they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground.*' 
By fire did he visit Jerusalem in wrath, after he had visited 
it in yain with water and with blood. And with fire shall he 
eome once more, as he has ever done, with the fire of the great 
day of trial, to bum up the dross of his people, and to de- 
Yonr his enemies like stubble ; and then shall heaven and 
earth be cast into the fiame, that the taint of sin may be 
purged out, and tliat a new creation may rise firom the 
mighty furnace, in unspeakable transfigured glory. 

*' And the God that auswereth by fire, let him be God.*' 
We have received answers by fire from him, with which our 
hearts yet thrill in amazement and joy. Think of the answer 
given more than one thousand eight hundred years ago. 
Mankind stood in despair ; saw heaven shut above and hell 
open beneath, and knew no refuge ; for their sins, more in 
number than the sands of the sea, cried to God for ven- 
geance ; and who should avert it ? And when there was now 
no more help or comfort, no more counsel or deliverance, 
and no one knew how he should escape the reward of his 
deeds, and reconcile an angry God, then the clouds were 
rent in sunder, an awful fire broke forth from the open hea- 
vens, descended upon Calvary, and consumed the Lamb of 
God on the altar of the cross. Then we knew the <lft^v 
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mystery of our redemption I An answer was come to oof 
desponding questions ; an answer by tire. 

But there remained yet a sore question behind. Whers 
shall we find the faith, that embraces the sacrifice of the 
cross, and secures us a part in the great atonement ? When 
shall we find the source of that life, to which we must awake 
as from the dead ? The question was asked, and, behold, a 
second answer sounded forth ; an answer by fire. The hea- 
ven again burst open; tongues of fire sped downward; 
streams of life flowed; the fountain of all-saving blessinge 
was opened to the world ; the Spirit was poured forth npon 
the church. And with these tongues of fire the Lord still 
answers to this day. He answers by fire among heathens 
and Christians ; among princes and the poor of the earth ; in 
the isles of the nations, and " afar off npon the sea." Wher 
ever he comes, streaks of fire play behind him — ^the flames ol 
the new life. Hills melt, rocks are rent, deserts bloom. 
Shall he then not be our God ? " Behold, I am come to send 
fire on the earth ; and 0, would that it were already kin- 
dled." • 

The true God answers by fire. He that has not yet 
experienced this has no god at all, or his god is an idd, a 
barren notion, a shadowy phantom. So soon as he ap- 
proaches us, we are ready to exclaim, '* Did not our hearts 
bum within us ?" Wherever he goes, the seven candlesticki 
blaze around him ; and all his words to us are dipped and 
baptized in fire. Our hearts descend to the pit when he 
preaches us repentance. Our souls are swept as by a storm 
when his word comes home to them. He rebukes, and the 
pillars of our existence tremble; bespeaks comfortably, and 
our hearts are melted in love; he promises, and the sool 
dissolves in longing ; he requests, and our compliance Is a 
fervent necessity ; he commands, and a burning law is eo' 
stamped upon our hearts. Such is his language to hif 
people ; and if he proves his existence to his enemies, be 
does it amid the brightness and the terror of fire. 

• Gerxntn rersion. 
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O, tbat he would then write upon our hearts, that he ii 
Jehovah, with the bright letters of his love ; that he may 
not be provoked at last to write it yi our ashes, with the 
ever-burning traces of his wrath. For to all gainsayers he 
will answer and proclaim his name by that fire, which is 
prepared for the devil and his angels ; that every creature, 
whether in the songs of bliss, or the wailings of despair, 
may give him the glory ; and that the voices of the redeemed, 
and of the vessels of wrath "that have fitted themselves for 
destruction," may rise in one concert, " Jehovah is God ; 
and his name endureth for ever." Amen. 



Tin.-THE FIRE ON CAEMEL. 

••To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 
Thus David addresses the people of Israel; thus the apostle 
Paul, the churches of the early Christians, and thus do we 
in our present assembly address you : Dear brethren, " To- 
day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 

What then is this hardening of the heart ? It is a state 
of blindness to the divine testimonies, and of obstinate re- 
sistance to sufficient light and motive. Hence it is evident 
there can be no hardening where there is no divine revela- 
tion, no sound of law or gospel, no call to repentance and 
conversion. Hardening of heart arises from the rejection 
of <me call of grace after another, and the overcoming of one 
holy influence after another by unbelief. Hence, the more 
rich the dispensation of the word of life is, in a country or 
ft congregation, there is the more occasion, not only for 
conversion, but also for penal hardness of heart. 

"To-day, if ye wOl hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts " There are unbelievers in the midst of us, in whose 
hearts there " u no good thing found towards the Lord God 
^^ Israel." They have succeeded hitherto in turning aside 
wany a thrust of the sword of the Spirit by the panoply of 
^6elief, and in shaking off many an arrow that Yi&d iaAVen^ 
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in their conscience. It is so, that to-day you are to bear 
the voice of the linng God utter a testimony to hinuelil 
such as few of you l^ive yet experienced. Should you sno- 
ceed in shutting your ears against this voice, and in evadiqg, 
through unhelief, this marvellous evidence, O, what shiU 
then move you? You are a great step farther from laln 
tion, and nearer the judgment of invincible haideniiig. 
Wlierefore, " To-day, if ye will hear his voice, haiden not 
your hearts." 

1 KINGS ztUL 35-4a 

** And ElUali said nnto the prophets of Baal, Choose jon one haSloAfK 
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on tho4iama of yoar 
fcods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock irlildi was glvM 
them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baalfixmimoniiiiferei ) 
until noon, saying, Baal, hearusi But there was no Totoe, noranyOst 
answered. And they leaped upon the altar whldi was made. And it came 
to pass at noon, that El^ah mocked them, and said. Cry aloud; fbrbe is a god; 
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in ajonm^, or penA we uU n 
he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themaelfM^ ■ 
after their manner, with knives and lancets, till the blood gashed oat nim 
them. And it came to pass, when mid-day was past, and they iwuiilnilii 
until the time of the oflTering of the evenhig sacrifice, that there was oeiflMr 
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. And KlUah said nnto al 
the people, Come near nnto me. And all the people came near nnto him t aai 
he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. And El^ahtoak 
twelve stones, according to the number of the trlbee of the scms of Jaoob^ onti 
whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy nameu And with 
the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord ; and he made a trandi 
about the altar, as great as would contain two measnrss of seed. And be pat 
the wood In order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wool, 
and said. Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the bnmt-sacriflce, aai i 
on the wood. And he said. Do it the second time : and they did it the seoood 
tima And he said. Do it the third time : and they did it the third timsL Aai 
the water ran round about tite altar^ and he filled the trench also withwatet 
And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacriflos^ tint 
Elijah the prophet came near, and said. Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, asdsf 
Israel, let it be known tliis day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear mc^ Lari, 
hear me; tliat this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and thst 
thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the Jjord Ml, ani 
consumed tlie bumt-sacriflce, and tlie wood, and the stones, and the daa(;anl 
licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the peoide mw % 
they fell on theh* feces; and they said. The Lord, he is the God; the Lori, 
he is the God. And Elijali said unto them. Take the prophets of Baal ; M IM( 
one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down ts 
the brook Kishon. and slow them there.'* 
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Now, brethren, what say you to this sublime record ? Ii 
not the voice of the Lord powerful ? Is not the voice of 
the Lord full of majesty? Yea, "the voice of tlie Lord 
divideth the flames of fire, breaketh the cedars of Lebanon, 
and shaketh the wilderness." May the Spirit of the Lord 
then come upon us, and bear us in thouglit to the heights 
of Carmel ; make us worthy spectators of the august scenes 
so that to-day the 'Wery stones may cry out,** and the 
desert rocks open their mouths in singing; and many a 
carnal heart may confess* this day for the first time, " Jeho- 
vah, he is the God ! Jehovah, he is the Grod I** 

This narrative does not admit of a fbrmal division. But 
let us contemplate in it, I. The god of the blinded, infatu- 
ated world ; and, II. The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob. 

I. Elijah has made his proposal. Both parties are to 
sacrifice a bullock : he, and the priests of Baal ; while each 
is to call on the name of his God. " And the G^d,*' said 
Elijah, '' that answereth by fire, let him be God." Aiid the 
whole people assented. "It is well spoken,** cried they, 
with one voice. And now the mighty hour was come, that 
should decide for ever whether there be a God in heaven, 
and what is his name I Elijah loses no time. '' Ye pro- 
phets of Baal,** cries he, " begin ; choose ye first your bul- 
lock, and call on the name of your gods.** This precedency 
belongs to you, ** for ye are many ;** ye have the majority 
on your side. Yes, and it remains true to this day, that the 
number of the children of Cain, of Baal, and of Belial, so 
UkT exceeds that of the sons of God, that they could, as it 
were, swallow and eat them up as bread, if it depended 
upon numbers. " Ye are many.*' Yes, as the weeds to the 
plants ; " vessels of wrath** in myriads ; whole towns and 
villages; whole taverns, ball-rooms, and theatres, for one 
little dove that is found " in the clefts of the rocks." Alas, 
for the fires of judgment which shall bum all up as the dry 
stubble I True it is, that in this world they have the upper 
hand ; and not without reason, for the prince of t\\\& ytqxV^ 
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{r their monarch. Hence they are honoured and looked op 
to; and we are the ofFscoorings of the people, at whoa 
every cliild is taught to hiss in scorn; they are the gnsi 
and the wise, and we are the confessed fools, whose wiadsm 
is taken to task by every school-boy of this godleas iiid 
infidel generation ; they are the favourites in Bodety, till 
leaders and dignitaries in public life, and we, unhappy mor- 
tals, are neglected and disowned by all! They are '^thsf 
that justify themselves before men/' and have the applaiiM 
of the whole crowd on their side, and the voice of tlN 
greatest geniuses and of the most brilliant talents, and d 
the mighty oracles in all reviews and journals; and we, wfaf, 
if any one but once takes our part, he thinks he is conde- 
scending to a work of great mercy and compassion, Wt 
sit in the poor criminal's chair, before the great public, uA 
have no other advocate than Him, who was " in the font 
of a servant/' and who, instead of defending our cause it 
such a bar, reminds us that his kingdom is not of this woHd, 
and puts us off to the future for our consolation. VM^ 
wonder is it then, that we appear utterly wretched and 
ridiculous to the world, wlien we appeal to this Advocate^ 
whom they think they have long ago put to death upon the 
cross, and silenced in the tomb ? Well, be it so ; ye aoni 
and daughters of the father of lies I Seek your happineei. 
if you will, under the sceptre of the old serpent 1 be the 
first, and sit on high, "for ye are many!" We envy yott 
not ; for who would grudge the victim, that is to bleed to- 
morrow, his last store of fodder ; or the gay trappings and 
badges of the sacrifice ; or the triumphal shout of the blinded 
crowd that attends him to the altar? 

To return to our narrative. The priests make prepaia- 
tions for the sacrifice. They were forced to it, on account 
of the people. Probably they would rather have let it 
alone. If they were really not sure of their cause, or had 
betrayed the people into the service of Baal against the 
light of their own consciences, alas I how deplorable must 
now have been their plight; with what faces of perplexity, 
and pitiable uneasiness of mind, must these false imposton 



ELUAU THE TISHBITE. 121 

lare cut up and dressed their bullock, so that they might 
lave wished themselves m the victim^s place, only to escape 
lie unspeakable scorn and shame which they were now 
»bliged to join in bringing on their heads. But such a sea- 
ion of agonizing shame and confusion in the i&ce of their 
Kmgregations shall one day oTerwhelm all hypocritical and 
ying priests, however they may have deceived and misled 
he people, at their altars, or from their pulpits, or by their 
»rivate influence! The sacrifice is prepared; and now a 
oud cry is raised, that made the whole mountain echo, " 
Saal, hear us I** And when one is dred and hoarse, another 
takes up the ciy, '' Baal, hear us I** And if his faith is 
wearied out, straightway a third collects his expiring hopes 
into a desperate effort, and shrieks out, " Baal, hear us !*' 
One fixes his eyes on the clouds, to see if they will not yet 
rend; another looks downward into the depths of the rocks, 
to see whether the longed for flame will not burst forth ; a 
third hearicens intently to hear it ramble and crackle in the 
gmmd beneath him, — ** Baal, hear us I" But let them 
groan and yell as they will, till they are hoarse and wearied, 
ttd stand with open mouths and forlorn faces from morning 
HIl noon, and from noon till the time of the evening sacri- 
fice, the cry of their frenzy goes no deeper than the clefts 
of the rock, and dies away among the echoes of the moun- 
tUDB. '' There was neither voice nor answer, nor any that 
regarded.** For all that Baal does, they are no better than 
if all the fire in the world had gone out ! At last they begin 
to be frantic, and to act like madmen ; they spring forward, 
bp upon the sacrifice, then whirl and caper around the 
dtar in wild orgies, with distorted and fanatic gestures. 
^Qt still no one in heaven or on earth takes notice of their 
hsay, A miserable deity, is it not, this Baal I a mere 
nonentity 1 

But tell me, might not one think that this was intended 
^ a picture of the favourite deity of the present enlightened 
^tury ? Yes, just such a dead vanity it is, such a dumb 
i^ol, in which there is neither voice nor hearing nor atten- 
^*ODr-.tliat is the God of the Bible-hating and pen«nA 
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generation of our day; that is the Grod of most of oar phOo 
Bophers and poets, the god of our politicians and joumalisti 
the god of very many of our seminaries and muversitiai 
that is the god of our modem scientific associations aai 
institutes; and hence, that is the fashionable god of cm 
polished circles and assemblies, and of society of the beil 
quality in which it is disreputable to have even the appev 
ance of adhering to the God of the Bible, and where tin 
name of God or Lord is almost as jealously avoided as ii 
it were a word of shame and infamy; and where, instead d 
these blessed names, the terms, "Heaven,'* and ''Fate,** an 
now become the current style— eipressions behind wiiioh 
an ungodly heart in vain seeks to hide its apostacy. Thef 
would like to hear nothing of a word of Gk>d, know nothiqg 
of divine grace and revelation, and hearing of prayer, ind 
operation of our God upon the heart, and communion widi 
him, and experience of His presence. These are to then 
mere fable and absurdity ; these they regard as vain soondi, 
the fruit of priestcraft and credulity ; a proof, surely, thit 
with their god there is neither voice nor answer, nor heir 
ing; a proof, surely, that they understand by their heaoiH 
SLJidfate a pure nonentity, and have for deity a dead painted 
idol, a dumb, sluggish, drowsy Baal, who, God be praised 
for it, exists only in the dark chamber of their distempered 
brain. Alas I for this boasted pure idea of God; the god ai 
many so-called Deists and Rationalists, the G^d of so many 
of our illuminated dreamers; the god of our romance-readen 
and fashionable critics, and religionists of the newest schooH 
A god this who knows not black from white, and allows t 
thousand sins and infamies to pass with a smile, if they only 
do not offend against the rules of police ; a god in whose book 
of law the service of the flesh is a permitted indulgence 
ftdsehood and deceit a prudent dexterity, adultery a pardon 
able weakness, and the most licentious dance an innocent 
amusement ; a god to whom it is absolutely indifferent wha 
our creed and opinions are ; a god to whom every villaii 
dare confidently appeal as his witness and his judge ; a go( 
of whose favour the most reckless may rest secure; a go( 
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in whose presence one need be ashamed of no loose dis- 
eoforse, blush for no impnre last, and tremble for no blas- 
phemy or obscenity ! Behold, this is thy god, thou unto- 
ward generation I I speak not of all, but I speak of many. 
This is thy so-called ''universal father/' as thou wouldst 
fain imagine, and bring thyself to believe, — ^yes, thine, most 
wise, Bible-scorning, enlightened generation I Woe unto 
you! for how will tliis god leave you to your fate when 
distress and anguish cometh upon you, when death with his 
iatal sting transfixes you, and the fire runs through your 
veins, that, according to the word of truth, shall never be 
quenched 1 Then m&y yon cry till you are faint, " Baal, 
bear us P But there will be neither voice nor answer, nor 
hearing, for the Baal in whom you have put your trust has 
DO place at all in the realms of being, and was never more 
tiuin a phantom of the brain. As the Lord liveth, my 
ln%thren, it is the truth which the Holy Ghost speaketh of 
the apostle John, ** He that abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ hath not God,"* 2 John 9. Tremble then, all of 
ywi together, who have not the God of the Bible, who have 
Aot God in Christ ; ye are Atheists : search into the bottom 
<^7onr souls and you will find it so. Yes, Atheists, 

To return to Carmel. The outcry and frantic noise seems 
u if it would never end. Elijah stands by, a spectator 
of its horrid absurdity. It is easy to imagine his various 
^elings, how his heart would at one moment be like to 
hreak with compassion, and then a holy indignation would 
nte witliin him ; and then, again, the matter would appear 
10 foolish and ridiculous, that he could not restrain his 
•com. " Yes," he cries out amid the tumult, " Cry aloud, 
^ as much as he is a god : Either he is talking, or he is 
ponoing, or he is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, 
•fid must be awaked." Perhaps he has his head and hands 
•0 full that he neither hears or sees you. He may be 
fusing, or a-busy arranging the thunder and lightning, or 
^om home and in the chase, or he has laid down to take n 
''H^ ; ciy aloud and awake him I Yes, just as there are 

* Gennan VRrsion. 
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doubts which should be repelled not with reasons and aigi 
ments, but, as a pious old iather says, with a perempCa 
" fie ! fie !** and just as there are cares which are best r 
moved by a smile, so there are follies and delusions to whii 
a little Uyely sarcasm or irony is the best reply. Whfl 
arguments lose their force, and all rational proof has bai 
tried in vain, there remains no other weapon of truth thi 
ridicule, which, when used to the glory of Grod, as hen I 
Elijah, and, among others, by Isaiah, in the admirable iroii 
of his 44th chapter, may produce a most salutary eflbe 
What shall I do with obstinate folly and self-conceiM 
ignorance, which perhaps has never been at the pains t 
read the gospel, and yet condemns it unheard? Shall 
strive and labour to persuade them of its truth, wba 
besides, I know that ''all men have not faith,** and thati 
is not transferrable like an article of merchandise?** No 
let me break off with the counsel, " Tarry at Jericho ti 
your beards be grown,** given in sadness or in scorn, as It 
case may be. Such a shaft of irony may stick longer i 
the conscience than a serious appeal; and we know that! 
is said of God himself. Psalms ii. 4, " He that sitteth in til 
heavens shall laugh : the Lord shall have them in derision. 
Do you perhaps object that it argued human weakness i 
Elijah to be able to mock and use irony during the mc 
mentous scene ou Carmel ? 1 affirm, on the contrary, ihi 
it showed a divine confidence worthy of all admiratifli 
For what a cheerful and undaunted courage does it saj 
pose ! what an inward repose and serenity of temper! wbi 
a firm conviction of the justice and truth of His cause 
what a certainty of success, and that the living Gk>d m 
not forsake him ! The faintest scruple, the smallest vi 
certainty, would soon have put all his irony to flight. Thai 
also, it has been given to many Christians in the joyft 
elevation of their faith to repel the devil with scorn as 
ridicule, to calm the troubled conscience with a smile, t 
triumph over the shame and reproach which they vt 
countered with a certam play of humour, and to utter plM 
iULutries of defiance against death and the grave when i 
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their very grasp, as enimies long ago unstinged and trodden 

under foot. Let no one take upon him to school these 

cheerful Ghristiaiis, because they do not hang their heads 

like a bulrush and afflict their souls. That would be to 

anaiga His grace who has " filled their mouth with laughter 

and their tongue with singing.** Let us weep with those 

1^ who must weep in Grod, and rejoice also with those ^ho 

"^ can rejoice. There is, says Solomon, *' a time to weep and 

~^ a time to laugh.** 

Elijah's irony raises the vexation and frantic yiolence of 
. the priests of Baal to the highest pitch. Now Baal musi 
. \ hear them ; he must come forth, whether he will or no. The 
:s£S ^i^i^^ ^ changed into a howl; they lay hold of knives and 
\^. hncets, and lacerate their bodies according to pagan custom 
^^ tin they stream with blood, as if they had retained by tra- 
yi ditioQ something of the article of faith, that "without shed* 
\^f <Bng of blood is no remission.** With their sinful blood 
tbej think to move Baal, and to force an answer ; then they 
b^ to prophesy, that is, to make all kinds of enthusiastic 
motioDB, to rave as if rapt in vision, and to mutter forth 
iggi borriUe incantations. "But still there was no voice nor 
nuwer, nor any that regarded.** All was in vain ! And, 
brethren, in your worship of the living God, you will not 
neceed by such forced excitements and unnatural ecstacies 
lad devotions. Believe me, though you force up such 
ftames ever so high, Jehovah has no pleasure in these sa- 
Qxfices. Though you roll your eyes, bow your heads to the 
ttrth, pray yourselves hoarse, and fill up day and night 
with your services of will-worship, in the idea that these 
^ J tte the things to propitiate God, you will find yourselves 
^ f[ Awarded only by an a^ul silence, and there will be neither 
voice nor hearing, nor answer from the Most High. 



I 



U. From morning till the time of the evening sacrifice 
bas the insane folly lasted. Then Elijah comes forth, 
f m "^niple and straight-forward, with calm look and steadfast 
p|9 bearing, so that every one must have said in his heart, 
"That is the prophet of the true God.** " And Elijah «a.\d 
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unto all the people, Come near unto mA. And all tin 
people came near unto him.** On the top of Garmel fa^ 
the ruins of an altar built in Israelis earlier and happia 
days, but thrown down by Jezebel. This £lijah restont 
and consecrated anew, as if he meant to say, " May Go^ 
restore thee, Israel, thou sadly dilapidated sanctoaiy ol 
the Lord T* For all that Elijah now ^d was an instmdiii 
discourse by signs. He took twelve stones, according tl 
the number of the twelve tribes of Israel, in order to rebuQd 
with them the altar in the name of the Lord. As much « 
to say, " God will remember his covenant and his promiM^ 
and will again restore Israel to his &vour when the JjeB/Hm 
of the people is come.** About the altar he dug a trsodi, 
large enough to contain two measures of seed, as if he hid 
said, '' Israel, return to thy happy singularity and isob' 
tion, in which thy God hath shut thee up, and sepantsd 
thee from the beginning!" He then laid the wood in ordeiy 
cut up the bullock, and laid it thereon. ^ Ah!** might not 
his soul now sigh, "that thou wouldest speedily prepare ilrf 
Sacrifice, thou Priest of God, that Sacrifice which shiD 
perfect for ever all them that are sanctified!** He com- 
manded that water should be poured on the wood and oi 
the sacrifice, that the miracle might be the more unques" 
tionable, and no one might afterwards be able to object 
that fire had been secretly applied. *' Fill four barrels nhk 
water,** said he, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and €■ 
the wood ; and he said, " Do it the second time ; and thej 
did it the second time;** and he said, "Do it the third time; 
and they did it the third time; and the water ran rooiMl 
about the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water.** 
The preparations are now completed. A secret thiiU 
runs through the assembly; a deep silence pervades tbi 
whole multitude. And it came to pass, at the time of the 
ofiiBriug of the evening sacrifice — (our third hour, or the 
ninth of the evangelists — solemn and momentous hour I)^ 
that Elijah, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith, comes netf 
to the altar, clasps his hands, turns his eyes upwards to 
heaven, while his whole heart and soul and spirit go with 
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, and in tlie name of the promised Son of Man, who is 
ray to the Father, opens his lips in prayer, and such a 
ir ! '' Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
[ am thy servant, and that I have done all these things 
y word. Hear me, Lord, hear me, that this people 
know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast 
d their heart back again.** £lijah calls God by his 
, ^ Jehovah God,*' which he had chosen for himself in 
eginning, to denote his condescending and compassion- 
»Ye to sinners ; and by his name, the God of Abraham, 
»f Isaac, and of Jacob, that he might thereby excite in 
learts of the backsliding people a humbling remem- 
6 of all the goodness that this God had made to pass 
e them and their fathers of his free grace. Elijah 
, ''Let it be known this day that thou art God in 
L** The honour of God is his ruling passion, the 
e and end of all his zeal. '^ And,'* he adds, ^* and 
[ am thy servant, and that I have done all these things 
f word.'* This he might well request with confidence, 
s honour and that of his master were in this entirely 

And with what intense earnestness did he add the 
}, ^ Hear me, Lord, hear me T And what was the 
rt of a plea, with whose energy all heaven might be 
d, — ''That this people may know that thou art the 

God, and that thou hast turned their hearts back 
." Thus, in this prayer, as in all that the prophet did 
d, we find two great ends before his mind, the glory 
id and the salvation of the people. And what shall 
ost admire in this prayer ? The prophet*s zeal for the 
'ed display of God*s glory, or the fervour of his love 
e degraded house of Israel, the amazing confidence of 
which could ask such great things, or his immoveable 
mce that God would testify of his own cause ? No, 
onder most at the unspeakable grace of God, which 
es a handful of dust and ashes, as man is, thus to 
re, thus to love, and thus to pray> To him be the 
! 
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And DOW, what ensues I Stupendous moment 1 11m 
whole revelation of God is at stake. If no answer follow, 
the whole fabric falls in, and the ground of our hope is gone 
for ever. Then all is delusion, which Elijah has testified ; 
all is delusion, which the prophets before him have declared| 
and he has confirmed ; then are the pillars of God^s andoit 
promises as stubble, and their foundations as sand ; then ii 
the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob a &ble and i 
dream. The prayer is uttered; there is the stillness d 
death in the assembly ; every heart beats high ; in everf 
face is the intensity of expectation ; when, lo ! the answer 
comes ; the Amen resounds ! the heaven is rent ; mountsii 
and vale and sea gleam suddenly in the red blaze ; the fire 
of the Lord breaks forth from the blue and cloudless sky; j 
it rushes down amidst the crowd ; and now it is upon tin | 
altar, and devours the burnt-offering, the wood, the stooeii 
and the earth, and licks up the water in the trench. Tht 
people, in unspeakable consternation, fall thunderstmok to 
the ground, bury their faces in the dust, and cry out, "Ths 
Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the God I" And ye 
that hear it in this assembly; ye children of God, ye 8e^ 
vants of Baal, to the ground ! to the ground ! and forth 
with the cry of confession, " The Lord, he is the G^; the 
Lord, he is the God !" Verily I say unto you, if ye hoU 
your peace, the very stones will cry out I Elijah*s fiedth ii 
crowned ; the frenzied priesthood are put to shame, and iD 
the gods which are not the God of the Bible are confounded 
and brought to nothing I 

0, what has the merciful God, the Otod of Abraliam, and 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, not done, to make our faith in him 
easy, and to bring the knowledge of himself nigh to vsl 
Has he ever been weary of revealing himself in nature, tod 
in scripture, by the work of his hands, and the word of bii 
mouth ; by arguments and figures, by poets and prophet^ 
and by signs and wonders ; in every style, and in the easieit 
manner in each; condescending to the most childish and 
silly of our difficulties ; and yet who acknowledges him si 
God I who gives him the glory due unto his name I 6 the* 
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ontoward and perverse generation of this world, come near I 
come near ! Gladly would we baptize you, though reluc- 
tant, in the fire of Carmel I Gladly would we drag you, 
though by no welcome violence, within hearing of the great 
testimonies of Jehovah. We would force your eyes open 
to his mighty deeds, and even thrust his signs and wonders 
in your fieices ; that you may want all excuse at the last 
day, that you could not have known the God of Israel, 
living signs and standing wonders, like that of Carmel, 
have been given to thousands ; and that which he gave in 
these last days, when he spoke to you by his Son, is not 
the last. Behold the altar of his church, built upon him- 
self as its chief comer stone, and on the twelve living stones 
of the apostles ! It is surrounded, too, by a trench, which 
the bitterest of its enemies have sought in vain to cross, 
with all their weapons of war, to this day. Look on it ; 
tliis sanctuary of Grod, in its stability, its age, its compass, 
where the fire of the Lord goes not out night or day. Is 
not this spiritual temple a standing proof that Jehovah liv- 
eth ? Look at every stone of this building ; every converted 
sinner : Here, too, was a ruined altar ; but see, it is re- 
stored. Here too was a trench around it, of thousandfold 
sins, temptations, and obstacles, which closed the entrance 
■gainst the Lord; but lol the fire has forced its way: 
Here also were stones — a hard heart and a stubborn mind ; 
here also were wood and earth — deadness, carnality, and 
darkness; but the flame of Jehovah has devoured earth, 
and wood, and stone ; dried up the floods of sinful passion, 
and the desolated ruin is become a monument of the glory 
of God. But how few believe our report ! Believe it or 
Kject it you must ; for ye shall be surrounded with the 
testimonies of Israel as with a wall ; so that only two things 
Hill remain to you ; — either to cry, " The Lord he is the 
God,** or as genuine children of Belial, to declare, " We 
desire not the knowledge of Jehovah." It shall thus at 
least come to a decision with you ; and ye shall bring the 
counsel of God, by your own deeds, to an issue. He that 
^oms home this day from Mount Carmel, without oin^ 



130 ELIJAU THE TISHBITR. 

echo in his heart of the words, '^ The Lord,, he is the God," 
let that man have no longer any scruple to take his place 
in the ranks of those whose father and prince is the devil 
who has blinded the eyes of them that believe not I 

The people on Mount Carmel gave glory to the Gk)d of 
Israel ; but the priests of Baal hardened their hearts, per 
sisted in their rebellion, and refused all submissioii. Hiey 
were therefore ripe for destruction. " Take the propheti 
of Baal/* said Elijah, '* let not one of them escape." The 
people lend a ready ear; for they now perceive the iod 
imposture which these destroyers of their souls have pnc- 
tised upon them. They &11 upon them, drag them dowa 
at Elijah's command to the brook Kishon, and asBiat the 
prophet in destroying them. Their doom was just. These 
deceivers could no longer be permitted to abide in IsneL 
if idolatry was to be rooted out. They must be cut off ai 
hardened priests of idols, as malignant teachers of error, as 
blood-thirsty murderers of the prophets of Jehovah. God 
would not only prove his existence by the manifestation U 
Carmel, but also show that he was the Holy One of Israel; 
the God that judgeth in the earth. However painful ihii 
execution must have been to the merciful and compassion* 
ate heart of Elijah ; how many thousand times soever he 
would have preferred the conversion of these men to their 
destruction ; yet, because the honour of God demanded ii| 
he could deny his natural feelings, and be obedient to G<4 
in opposition to all human affection and impulse. I saji 
obedient; for in the law of God given to Moses, it ii 
expressly enjoined, ** If any one wiU entice thee secretlyt 
saying, let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not 
known, thou nor thy fathers, thou shalt surely kill him ; 
thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and 
afterwards the hands of all the people." To this ezprsBi 
command of Jehovah, the prophet felt himself constrained 
to render unqualified and unhesitatmg submission, however 
great a struggle it might cost him ; for he was appointed 
and ordained of God to contend zealously for the law, to 
re-establish the rights of Jehovah in liis kingdom of Israel 
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to restore the tables of monnt Sinai from the neglect of 
ages to their ancient splendour. And it is not fitting that 
a servant of the Lord should confer first with fiesh and 
blood. His watchword mu^t be, — " Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth." 

The cross has introduced a new era; and ever since the 
reins of empire were placed in the hands that were nailed to 
the tree, the iron rod has been exchanged for the gentler 
sceptre of long-suffering. Hence the wild grapes are suf- 
fered to remain in the true vineyard; the wheat and the 
tares grow together until the har\'est. But if we were still 
amid the times of Moses and Elijah, there would be no en<1 
of the slaughter ; and the blood of the priests of Baal would 
flow in streams, even in a church styled " evangelical," but 
which is far from deserving this fair and glorious name. 
But their judgment slumbereth not ; and their damnation 
sleepeth not. Soon shall he come ; the Mighty One from 
Bozrah, that is red in his apparel, and shall put in motion 
the wine-press of his wrath ! Ye servants of Baal and 
seducers of the people, the sword hangs over you only by 
a thread ; the bow is already bent, and made ready. 

Gro on, go on, ye hirelings and wolves in your thousands 
of pulpits, and persuade your poor flocks to sacrifice to 
other gods than Him whom Abraham called his Lord, and 
die sound of whose feet was on the mountains of Israel ! 
Go on, ye corrupters of youth; ye blind leaders of the 
blind, and strive amid the plaudits of the vile sons of earth 
to hurl the Ancient of days from his throne, that ye may 
8et up in his stead a mockery and abomination, the phan- 
tom of your diseased brain I Go on, ye votaries of fashion, 
with your well bred sneers at the Jewish God of the Bible 
and defile yourselves with the idol-worship of the wisdom 
o( the day I Hark ! The angel is already flying through 
the midst of heaven: and his cry is, Woe! Woe I The 
iword is already drawn that shall slay you : the cup mixed 
thst ye shall drink of to the dregs ; the pile of Tophet set 
in order, on which, forsaken by your gods, ye shall become 
flamlog-monuments for ever of the divine justice ai\d \i0V5 
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vengeance. 0, it is a fearful thing to fidl into the luuids of 
the living God ; for he is a consaming fire. I beseech you, 
take the words home — a eonsuming fire. 

But thou, Israel, take the harp; rejoice and be ^ad; 
thy God liveth I Garmel and Golgotha, heaven and earth, 
vie in the strain, " Thy God liveth T' Join in the song, 
Israel, and call aloud, as with the voice of a trumpet, lay- 
ing the one hand on thy heart, and lifting up the other 
on high, to confound the enemy, and to still the avenger; 
** My Lord he is the God. My God is King.** Amen. 



DL-THE PRAYER ON MOUNT CARMRL 

Prayer is the light of the soul ; the-'hand that removes 
the veil from Jehovah^s glory. The saint has power with 
God, because he walks with God, and lives in the beams d 
his countenance. Thus alone can the prayer of the righte* 
ous become effectual and fervent, and of much avail. This 
was the secret of Elijah^s wonderful success in wrestling 
with God. I trust each new miracle of the prophet*s in* 
fluence, as it has passed before us, has deepened the im* 
pression of this great truth. And, that the sublime 
display which we are about to witness of the might (d 
prayer, may prove a still more powerful exhortation to 
us to maintain unbroken communion with the keeper U 
Israel, " and to pray without ceasing !" 

1 KINGS zTliL 41-48. 

** And Elijah said auto Ahab, Get thee tip, eat and drink: for there ii * 
■onnd of abundance of rain. So Ahab went np to eat and to drink: tod 
Eiyah went up to the top of Carmel ; and he cast himself down npon ^ 
earth, and put his face l)etween his knees, and saJd to his servant, GoiV 
now, look toward tlie sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, Then^ 
nothing. And he said. Go again seven times. And it came to pass, at ^ 
seventh time, that he said, Beliold, there ariseth a little cloud out of ^ 
eea, like a man's hand. And he said. Go up, say untQ Ahab, Prepare tliT 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not And it earn* 
to pass, in the meanwhile, that the heaven was block wifli donds tM 
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wind, and there vaa a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jesreel And 
the hand of the hard waa on El^ah; and he girded up his loins, and ran be- 
fore. Ahab to the entrance of Jesreel,** 

The fire has horne its testunony ; now the waters speak. 
The grace of Grod exhausts itself in manifestations and tes- 
timonies that he is Lord, and not another, and that the living 
God rules in Israel. When shall this thunder of his power 
unstop the ears of the deaf adder ? The prayer of Elijah is 
the subject of our present meditation ; and we have here, 
I. The preparation for the prayer ; II. The prayer itself; 
in. The answer. 

I. We are now standing at the foot of Carmel, in the 
midst of the valley which lately witnessed the bloody exe- 
cution of the priests of Baal. These men have fallen by 
the sword of Elijah and the repentant people, and their 
blood is mingled with the waters of the brook Kishon. 
The sword of vengeance is sheathed again with praise to 
Jehovah, who is holy in all his ways, and who is glorified 
no less in the overthrow of his enemies, than in the halle- 
lujahs of his friends. 

For three years and a half have the heavens been shut 
up, and not a drop of water refreshed the thirsty land. 
You can ima^e the appearance of the devoted country ; 
the whole land as a heath; man and beast reduced to 
skeletons ; and all flesh faded like the grass. Those who 
had now become believers in God, must have been filled 
with terror, for they had. learned to recognize him amid the 
thunder of judgment, and as seated on his throne of devour- 
uig fire! For the sake of these poor trembling sheep, 
the prophet was. earnestly desirous that the Lord should 
again make his countenance to shine, so that the bones 
whidh he had broken might rejoice. As the song of faith 
rises most cheerfully after the storm of trial is past ; as the 
(ruit of faith ripens best in the beams of divine mercy, when 
the winter of wrath is over and gone, Elijah was anxious, for 
the people^s sake, that the brazen skies should now dissolve 
in abundance of rain, and the season of famine and di&tv«»& 
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terminate. But for this Elijah must wrestle with God. Whit 
the rod was to Moses, bj which he divided the waves of the 
Ked Sea, and brought water out of the flinty rock, that wu 
the prayer of faith to Elijah. 

Ahab the king stood also among the people at the brook 
Kishon. He had been a spectator of the whole scene, from 
beginning to end, even of the slaughter of his priests, tnd 
that not without a certain concurrence ; for he was evidentl/ 
a weak, capricious tyrant, changing with the hour, and 
moulded by circumstances, like the potter's clay. Thi 
mirade on Carmel, and the enthusiastic ciy of the people^ 
'^The Lord, he is the God,'* had not left his heart alto- 
gether untouched ; so that even he might think for a mo- 
ment, *^ It is possible, after all, that the Lord may bf 
Gk)d." But he was as far from conversion as ever. What- 
ever faith he had, was only the transitory impulse of flesh 
and blood, and not the work of the Spirit of God* It is n« 
uncommon thing, amid a great awakening in the churchi 
and an unwonted stir among the dry bones, for many to 
bo carried along with the crowd — they cannot themselvei 
tell how or why. It is as in a thunder storm, when one it 
struck down by the lightning, and his comrades fall like- 
wise to the ground from the violent shock and concussion 
of the air. He has been smitten, and remains on the spot; 
they are unharmed, and soon rise up and pursue their way 
as if nothing had happened. Tims was it with Ahab, and 
with many others, at the fiery testimony on Carmel. 

Elijah, about to retire to prayer, could well diq^ense 
with the company of Ahab and his train. " G^t thee npi" 
said he to him, '^ eat and drink, for there is the sound of 
abundance of rain." With these words, in which we can- 
not fail to perceive a scornful and stinging reproof of the 
sensuality of the wretched monarch, Elijah sought to relieve 
himself of his unwelcome society, that he might give him- 
self, imdisturbed, to commimion with his God. The chil- 
dren of this world must often submit to such painful exda- 
sion from the sanctuary. It is one of the judgments which 
I>aHS on them even in time. Such a judgment it is, when 
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it IB in effect said to any of ns by our pious friends, '* Retire 
for a little ; I wish to converse with my God/' or, " With» 
draw to thine own cirele ; I expect the company of brethren 
in the faith ; and oar intercoorse can have no interest for 
thee." Is it not a touching reproof to us, if the children of 
Gk>d become all at once mute and monosyllabic on our 
entering their company ; or, if out of complaisance to us, 
they change at once the conversation to the weather, the 
politics, or :the news of the day ? Is it not as a divine 
admonition to us, when we cannot help seeing that our 
presence is no better than an intrusion, and when it is per- 
haps gently hinted to us that we may possibly have missed 
our way a little, and made a slight mistake in entering a 
society where we are not altogether at home ? Yes, to be 
thus excluded from the sanctuary, and banished from the 
temple of Gk)d, is surely a foretaste of the last great separa- 
tion I And how many of you must swallow this bitter pill 
day after day, in being told, now on one occasion, and now 
on another, *' Get ye up, eat and drink ; we should like to 
be alone ; here we cannot well employ you ; and we should 
be sorry to cast pearls before swine I*' 

" Get thee up,'* said Elijah, and added, " for there is the 
Kmnd of abundance of rain." The prophet heard the sound 
of motion and* a rustling in the air, as ia conmion before a • 
Storm, in the tops of trees, and on the waters. Whether he 
heard it only in £suth in the ear of the mind ; or whether 
God made his organs of hearing so acute, that he perceived 
what was afar off, or in the higher regions oi the air, we 
ctnnot telL It is enough that he heard it ; and it sounded 
to him like the tolling of the bell of prayer : as a forerun- 
ning Amen to the earnest supplication to which he was 
addressing himself; and it strengthened him in the hope that 
his will in desiring rain was one with the will of God, who 
would now send rain. 

My brethren, we sometimes hear such a sound also ; and 
as often as we hear it, let it be to us what it was to Elijah, 
a solemn call to prayer. This is what God intends it to be 
to us. When at any time the preaching of truth is blessed 
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to a people, and the word comes home to the Boul ; whet 
there is a movement in a congregation, and a general ei- 
citement is produced ; when the tears of emotion flow, and 
people meet together and say, '' What a solemn and impre»- 
sive sermon I*' there is then the sowid of rain ; and then it 
is time, ye children of God, to lift up your hands and pleid 
that after the sound abundance of rain may come ! Agais, 
when the judgment of God visits our neighbourhood, and 
some barren fig-tree is suddenly cut down before our efBi^ 
or some scoffer is visibly smitten in his sins; when the wholi 
neighbourhood is alarmed, and unbelievers themselves ait 
obliged to confess, '* This is the finger of God,** then then 
is the sound of rain ; and you must pray, ye flock of G«d, 
that it stop not there I When thou art informed, Christiai 
brother, that here one man is desiring the sincere milk oC 
the gospel, and that there another has risen up from tbo 
seat of the scornful, and is seeking to draw near to thi 
children of God ; when thou observest that in thy hoaae- 
hold a spirit of inquiry after eternal things is awakened, and 
that thy children begin to hear gladly of the Lord JesuSf 
then the sound is come to thine ears; then it is time to give 
thyself to prayer! Yes ! be watchful ye children of Gt>d; 
never fall asleep on the walls of Zion. Keep your earf 
attentive, and hearken, here and yonder, and in the churchy 
and in your houses, among your friends and relatives, and 
when ye hear the first rustle, be it only faint and from a£tf, 
go directly to your closets, fall upon your knees, and stretch- 
ing out your hands before the Lord, cry, " Lord, there it 
the sound ; we will not let thee go till thou grant us also 
the abundance of rain 1** And take the same course, wheo 
there begins to be a rustling, not without you in others, but 
within you in your own selves ; when it thunders and light* 
ens amid your own darkness; when a word strikes you, 
and a ray of light falls upon your souls; when Christ 
reveals himself before your eyes, and a foretaste of his 
grace is vouchsafed to your hearts; then give the more 
diligence, to make your calling and election sure. The 
rustling is not the rain itself; but it is a forerunner of rain, 



ELUAH THE TI8HBITE. 137 

ind a divine summons to prayer. 0, tiiat 70a would so 
«gard it! 

£lijali delayed, yon see, not a moment, after lie heard the 
ound of rain. He dismissed Ahab and his attendants, and 
re are told " Ahab went up to eat and to drink.** Miserable 
oan ! After all the great and heart-affecting scenes of the day, 
le just felt as if he had witnessed an interesting though some- 
rhat tedious comedy, ailer which refreshment is welcome and 
ood is relished. But where are such souls not to be found ? 
dany among you are not one whit better than Ahab. Ah I 
?oe is you, ye careless souls, that can suffer the most con- 
ducing testimonies, the strongest calls to repentance, and 
the most impressive miracles of Grod, to pass as a shadow 
on the wall before your eyes ; pleased perhaps a little, as 
irith a gay show, but bringing nothing more away with you 
from our churches and meetings, than perhaps a complaint 
of the length of the services, or matter for conversational 
display and conceited criticism, together with a good appe- 
tite for the next carnal meal, and an exhilaratmg prospect 
>f the worldly pleasures and indulgences of the Sabbath 
Civening. Tes ! this is all ; and perhaps in the morning the 
Wd and his Spirit has made answer before your eyes and 
On, as with fire 1 Well, we will not detain you here, ^ Get 
JB hence, and eat and drink." 

H. When Ahab was gone, Elijah, we are told, went up 
to tiie top of Carmel; bent in spirit, as we shall see, he de- 
Mended into the depths of humiliation. On Carmers sum- 
*ok all was calm and still, as in the lonely chamber ; there 
^ nnbidden guests followed ; there he could collect his 
*»d to prayer. On CarmeFs summit, also the prophet 
^oid most readily perceive and descry whether his prayer 
^ likely to be answered, as he stood on a watch-tower} 
^^ce land and sea were visible, and a wide horizon lay 
ttoond him. Of this commanding view, however, he appears 
to have made little use ; for no sooner does he reach the 
commit than he stoops to the ground, kneels, closes his 
^^ bends his head forwards towards his knees, and inlVAa 
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f lost lire begins to plead with the Lord for rain. BehoU 
him I Who would say that this is the same man, who bdl 
lately stood forth on Carmcl, as God*8 yicegereiity seenungly 
empowered with a command over the elements? Wb whob 
demeanour expresses nothing bnt prostratioii of spirit ; no- 
thing but self-annihilation ; nothing but consciousness of bii 
own insignificance, poverty, nnworthiness, and impotence. 
But it was the will of Qod that we should see his prophet 
once for all, in such a posture ; and overhear him, si it 
were, in his closet, that we might learn where his miml- 
lous strength really lay; and see that it has been Gknl^snile 
from the beginning to work only with broken instramentet 
and to do wonders with bruised reeds ; and be instnieted 
not only whence, but how. Elijah derived his greatnea; 
and never be led more to put the crown of honour on dN 
head of man, instead of laying it at the feet of Him, whoee 
right it is ; and feel the comfort of the appeal of the aposth 
James, " Elias was a man subject to like passions as im 
are." When Elijah stood before the people, he was the 
ambassador of God, and had to sustain his high character 
in word and action ; but, when he stood before God, he wii 
a poor, helpless sinner, who was only able to live by grue^ 
and had nothing to demand, but everything to beg, from 
the hand of grace. On the summit of Cannel, the feeliiig 
of his nnworthiness seems in an altogether peculiar manner 
to have overwhelmed him. And how could it be otherwise, 
when he looked back on the events of that day, and npoo 
tlie whole course of his life, to that moment ? How hid 
success everywhere attended him, and all that he desired 
been given into his bosom I What succour, what presem- 
tion, what answers to prayer had he experienced I And wbo 
was Tief We cannot, we dare not, utter it; but he himedt 
he as well as Paul, will have it confessed before €rod, ihit 
he is the chief of sinners I And in this consciousness, Itf 
appears before the Lord, to implore a new miracle, thongli 
the altar yet smokes with the fiery testimony, wliich hid 
shone forth from the Lord at his request. 
AVhen Elijah had thus, in the depths of self-annihilatioii} 



ELIJAH TDE TISHBITE. 139 

wrostled for a time with God, in a way which but f«)w know 
from their own experience, for all believers are not led by a 
path of such total and absolute abasement; he sent his 
young servant (who was perhaps the son of the widow of 
Zarephath, whom, after his raising from the dead, he might 
bave taken with him as a scholar,} and said t^ him, *^ Go up 
now, and look towards the sea/^ He placed the servant 
upon the watchtower, that he might attend to the sky, and 
iiform him when his prayer was heard, and a prognostic of 
M>ming rain was visible in the distant horizon. That his 
ynjer would be heard he had no doubt, from the faithful 
nrord of Him who had said to him at Zarephath, *^ Go, shew 
thyself to Ahab ; and I will send rain upon the earth." The 
lervant went, looked into the distance, and cast his eyes 
tbout on all sides; but the heaven was clear as crystal; 
tiot a cloud was to be seen. He returned, and said, " I see 
nothing." It is a matter of every-day Christian experiencev 
that help does not come at the first cry, and that the har< 
rest of prayer is not reaped as soon as it is sown. Much 
need not be said to justify this procedure of Divine wisdom. 
[t 18 painful to flesh and blood, but in the end most salutary 
!bt US. What would the consequence be, if all the treasure 
shambers of God^s grace were opened to us on our first 
mocking? Should w€i not then come to think ourselves 
nlers and comnuuiders in the city of God, and quite forget 
mr nothingness and poverty! Should we not be in danger 
)f making idols of our prayers, as the Israelites of the bra- 
Ben serpent, and feel as if prayer saved us of itself, as if we 
[KMsessed in it a secret talisman, a divining rod, or a legal 
daim upon the bounty of God I We woidd soon become' 
80 full of our own sufficiency, that th6 grace of God would 
be received by us in vain. Hence our gracious Father is 
not always ready with his answer the moment after our 
pmyer ; but lets us generally stand a while at the door, so 
tha^: once and again it may be said, *' I see nothing." Thus 
^ are brought to reflect a little, and restored to our sense 
^ the truth, that we have really no claim at all to present, 
•*»d that if aught be granted us, it is of pure grace. \i ^% 
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begin with asking loaves, we are allowed to wait till ve 
descend to slices, and at last to crumbs. If we come befon 
him at first as righteous persons, he keeps us back, tiU m 
are become in our own eyes poor sinners, unworthy petition- 
ers, nay, dogs ; and are ready to say, '^ Truth, Lord, yet ths 
dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their master^s taUe." 
Such is his method. 

'^ I see nothing," said the prophet's servant. But tbfl 

praying Elijah did not despair. That we weary so soon in 

our prayers, and desist so soon altogether, proceeds, in 

general, from this cause, that we are not suffideutly eameat 

in our desire of the blessing. He that sees hell open befon 

him, I assure yon, will not easily cease to cry for mercy, 

and he that feels the blight of the curse on his soul, will 

not easily give up praying that his conscience may be 

sprinkled by the blood of the Lamb. So it was with Elijah* 

** Go again," said he to his servant, " seven times.'* Why 

he chose the number seven and no other, we cannot exactly 

tell. It is one of those mysteries of Hebrew type and 

figure which we should not interpret rashly. But you may 

ask. Why did the prophet require his servant to come t« 

him with so many discouraging reports. What could it 

avail to hear always over again the reply, " I see nothing?" 

Doubtless it was to stimulate the prophet's ardour, to exciti 

him to a yet more earnest wrestling with God, to make hiv 

less and less in his own eyes, and to draw forth deeper an^ 

deeper sighs from his contrite soul. How must his fervott 

have increased from moment to moment ; till heaven waa 

moved, and the heart of the merciful G^d yearned ovec 

the agony of his servant. No doubt, immediate hearing ol 

prayer is more agreeable, but delay so improved as in thi^ 

case, is unspeakably more profitable. Those are the moat 

blessed spots on earth which are hallowed by the frequent 

kneeling, and watered with the bursting tears of suppliants 

who will not let the Lord go till he bless them. In this 

course of long sighing and crying the body of sin and death 

receives its most deadly wounds ; the fallow ground of ths 

heart is most thoroughly broken up and prepared for tht 
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seed of the word; the remains of self-righteousness are 
most thoroughly demolished, till not a stone is left upon 
another, and its foundations of sand too are utterly swept 
iway ; and in the deepest basis of conviction in the real 
centre of the soul, the comer stone of the true temple of 
;race is laid ; and if deliyerance then follow, how great 
is the joy, how permanent and inwrought the confidence i 
Blessed are ye, and truly enviable, ye souls that have thus 
nperienced in your hearts the deep working of the great 
Master-Builder ; who have struggled through such depths 
it abasement to the sure footing of a patient trust in Christ; 
tnd who, after all the drought and lingering of the wilder- 
Bess, are now refreshed by the fountains and the palms of 
Elim! . 

HI. The servant comes the seventh time, and says, 
** Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a 
man's hand.'* Blessed message! Elijah's prayer is answered. 
At first only a little cloud appears, scarcely visible. But 
if Gk>d gives anything he gives all, for he does not work by 
halves. Art thou receiving a little grace? Rejoice, for in 
this thou hast a pledge that thou shalt receive ** grace fof 
grace." Hast thou obtained aught of his Spirit ? then rest 
ttsured that thou shalt be filled with all his influences. 
The forgiveness of one sin draws after it the forgiveness of 
iH; and the ** day of small things" in tlie work of regenera- 
tion shall lead to complete renewal in the '* day of Christ." 
God either gives all or nothing. He either does not begin 
the good work, or he carries it to perfection. Such is his 
method. Hejoice, then, though no more than a little cloud of 
grace has as yet risen in the horizon of thy soul I The time 
is at liand when this little cloud shall cover the whole skv. 

No sooner does Elijah hear of the arising of the cloud, 
tiian he brings his prayer to a close. God had closed it 
with a mighty Amen I He rises from the earth, and says 
to his servant, " Go up, say unto Ahab, prepare thy cha- 
riot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not." Thus 
Was literally fulfilled, what Elijah had said, " There ftVv^iW 
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not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.** 
And on this account also it was that the Lord did not tend 
the abundance of rain at once ; but made the little doad 
arise, that Elijah might have time to announce to the king 
the approaching change, and that it might be apparent that 
this took place at Elijah^s word, and that his Lord was God, 
and the Ruler of Providence. 

The servant of Elijah reaches the royal pavilion white 
the sky was yet clear, and nothing seemed less likely thaa 
the promise of rain. *' Prepare thy chariot,*' cries he, ''get 
thee down, that the rain stop thee not.*' '^ Rain I" wooM 
the astonished guests exclaim. '* Rain I** would the peopte 
cry, full of joyful hope ; and no sooner had they cast their 
eyes upwards, than from every region of the sky the words 
seemed to come to them, " Yea, and Amen, abundance o^ 
rain!" Dark thunder clouds ascend out of the sea, ooe 
after another, the heavens become black as sackcloth, the 
wind sighs over the sea, and moans in the forest, and s 
torrent of rain pours down upon the earth. O welcome 
streams, refreshing floods! The face of the earth is le- 
newed, and joy spreads through all nature. The breath of 
life rises from the fields; wood and meadow are again 
clothed in green ; the birds take up their songs anew in the 
thick branches, and man, and beast, and every thing re- 
joices as in a second birth. The melody of joy and health 
is in the tabernacles and hearts of the righteous. Ahab is 
already seated in liis chariot, and on his way to his royal 
seat in Jezreel. But the hand of the Lord comes upon 
Elijah, and girds up his loins, strengthens him, and repaire 
his exhausted force, so that he outstrips the royal chariot* 
He required to be thus kept before the king,* as a living 
memorial of all the great things which God had done by 
his prophet to the house of Israel ; that Ahab might not 
forget them, but carry the fresh impression of them home 
to Jezebel. Elijah therefore outran the chariot, and kept 
before his eyes, through all the violence of rain and tern* 
pest, till he came to the entrance of Jezreel 
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" And Elijah/* saith the apostle James, as it were in the 
midst of our assembly, ' ^* was a man like as we are, and he 
pfayed earnestly, that it might not rain ; and it rained not 
on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 
And he prayed again I and the heaven gave rain, and the 
earth brought forth her fruit/* And why does the apostle 
notice this? He wishes to impress on us, that we shall not 
fiiil, any more than Elijah did, '^ if we only pray in faith ; 
because the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man 
aTaileth much.*' Who can number the wonders of God*s 
power and goodness, which have been wrought in the earth, 
at the call of prayer I By prayer, Moses turned the fierce 
wrath of the Almighty away from Israel ; and with out- 
stretched arms beat down the host of Amalek. Manoah, 
by the constraint of prayer, drew down the Angel of the 
Covenant in a visible form. By prayer, Samuel, in his 
ehamber, routed the army of the Philistines, and caused 
the terror of thunder to roll over IsraePs foes. By the 
iword of prayer, Jehoahaz, though a wicked man, repelled 
the force of the Syrians, that defied all other weapons^ of 
defence. Through prayer, King Josiah died in peace. 
Through prayer, fifteen years were added to Hezekiah's 
Ufe; the three men were preserved in the fiery furnace; 
ttd to Daniel it was said by (jabriel, " 1 am come because 
of thy w<Hrds.** At the prayer of the disciples, the heaven 
^as opened on the day of Pentecost, and the place where 
%f were assembled was shaken ; and they were all filled 
^th the Holy Ghost. Prayer broke the fetters in which 
^to lay, and burst the doors of his prison. Prayer re- 
Mted storms, made the sick whole, and brought the dead 
tiiek to life. And what shall I say more of the power, the 
vondera, and the miracles of prayer? The whole Scrip- 
ture is full of them, and our church too would be full of 
^^^ and all Christendom would be full of them, were 
^ere more prayer in Israel, and more smokp of incense on 
the altars of Judah. But prayer sleeps amongst us : for 
^ praying at meals, and at morning and evening, accord* 
Big to custom — this sleepy, dull, and heartless utteicancQ 
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by rote of the words of deyotion— deserves not the name of 
prayer. Keep these formal compliments to yonrselyes; ibe 
Lord does not want such service. The sighs of the brokei 
and contrite heart, the cry of the humble and needy, irlo 
lie in the dust and are " in the depths,*' the groans of eon- 
flict with the body of sin and death, the language of depen- 
dence, confession, thanksgiving, and eaznest zeal : these and 
these alone constitute true prayer. 

Brethren, pray for earnestness, pray for the Spirit of 
grace and supplication, and ask what you will, and it shell 
be done unto you. He '' that cannot lie" has promised it 
We,, too, have a Mount Garmel, on which to pray for wfaet 
we will, ** and it shall be done unto us.*' This is the gnrand 
of thy Redeemer's merits; and when thou standest thei^ 
the heart of God will yearn over thee ; and his hand wifl 
deny thee nothing that is for thy good. Take hold only d 
his eternal faithfulness in Clnist, and rest on the footing 
of his immutable promises; and then thou art in thetnie 
place of prayer; then thou art in the attitude which seconi 
an answer. You may have to sigh, and implore, and wee^ 
but the watchman on the height shall at last bring a met- 
sage of joy. Though he comes six times with the aosweCi 
**I see nothing," let him six times return, "while you [najT 
as in an agony;" at the seventh time it will be said, ''Be* 
hold there is a cloud, and it will rain." Oflen we eannet 
ourselves see the answer to our prayers. But could we, like 
Elijah, place a watchman at the sick-bed of those suffarets 
for whom we implore consolation; or amid those deaf 
friends at a distance, for whom we seek grace and proteo* 
tion ; or by the cradles of our children, for whom we desire 
the guidance and the gu&rdianship of angels; how of^ 
would we learn with joyful astonishment, that at the veiy 
moment when we bent the knee on their behalf, the com- 
mandment had gone forth to help them. 0, let the voice 
of prayer rise then with new frequency and ardour in the 
midst of us, that it may be made manifest to the glory ot 
Ghod, and the shame of the adversary, that we are encamped 
under the banner of the living God, the God that heareth 
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prayer. Pray in faith, and pray in humility ; pray for your- 
eelves, and pray for all : and pray in hope, for there stands 
written, as on tiie rock of eternity, the great and immutable 
wordy that miiBt outlast heaven and earth. << Verily, verily, 
I say imto yon, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
uune, he will give it yon." Amen. 



PART II. 

L-THE FLIGHT INTO THE WILDEllNESS. 

^ He that oometh from heaven is above aU." Such was the 

testimony of the Herald in the wilderness, to him whose 

shoe's latchet he did not count himself worthy to unloose. 

The whole appearance of the Son of Man upon earth serves 

to confirm this testimony. It is the self-revelation of one 

who is " above aU ;** and wherever we behold our Saviour 

appear and act on the stage of gospel history, the conviction 

inesistibly forces itself on an unprejudiced mind, that here 

18 one indeed greater than Moses and aU fhe prophets and 

apostles, that here is one *^ separate from sinners" and above 

di creatnres, one who has descended but for a short space 

opon earth, as upon strange ground, while his proper seat is 

above the clouds, and on the throne of majesty and glory. 

In all his actions, we feel that a mere man could never 
liave so acted, however wonderfuUy he might have been 
endowed with heavenly powers. No doubt many prophets 
and apostles performed miracles as great as his ; but if we 
look at the style and manner in which they performed them, 
bis miracles rise above theirs as high as the heaven is above 
tiie earth. Let us view them in the moment when they are 
eterting all their miraculous power, and we see at once that 
they are not in their own element, but are liker persons 
who have been led on ground where all is strange and un- 
tried. We find them, for the most part, in great excitement, 
(B^ety, and confusion. They divide seas with tremblix^ 

JO 
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hands ; the dead that come forth at their call inspire then 
with the same astonishment as the snrromiding nmltitiideii 
and the anxious measores and preparations whioh generally 
precede their miradee, show them to be but feeble mortali, 
who are in themselves less than nothing, and who are only 
invested for a moment with a power not their own, mida 
whose gigantic weight they are well nigh overwhefaned. 
The power is not bound up in the essence of their nature, 
nor is it even lent them for the moment, they are but the 
frail instruments of an invisible miracle-worker. 

How different is the impression which the miracles of 
Jesus force upon us! When he comes forth amid the 
tumult of the elements to rebuke them, or draws near the 
graves to reanimate the dust, how distinctly do we feel st 
once that " He is above all/* These efforts of OmBipotenoe 
leem his familiar woi^ ; this divine power of creatioo ii 
seen to be inherent in his nature. Here we find no length* 
ened preparations, no anxious and awe*8tnick employaifinl 
of means; here we have nothing of that inward strug^ 
vdiich Moses felt as he stood by the Ked Sea, nothing of 
that convulsive earnestness with which £l\jah raised tli0 
widow^s son at Zarephath. He proceeds to the great waik 
with a divine repose, as one who ruleth over all, and whom 
nature is accustomed to obey. He bears no staff in hii 
hands as a badge of dependence: in tranquil majesty he 
stretches forth his hand ; and the bUnd see, the palsied ariie 
and walk. He needs not, like prophets and apostles^ to 
command in the name of another, or appeal to a power above 
his own I His language is '' I wUl ; be thou clean,'* and the 
leper is cleansed. He beckons, and the winds and wavei 
obey; He commands, '^ Young man, arise!" and life staiti 
up from the midst of corruption. Thus a majesty shinfii 
everywhere around him, which reveals to us nothing laie 
than ^* all the fulness of the Gt)dhead*' in him. Nay, H« 
must, so to speak, check the thunder of his power aiid hidf 
the fulness of divinity that dwells in him ; and so when we 
And him at other times veiling his glory, and standing before 
OB in the sinless weakness of humanity, we feel at once that 
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this 18 bnt an aMumed nature, and not the original ; while, 
on the contrary, the lustre of supernatural power that rests 
on prophets and apostles is but a reflected splendour, and 
the frailty and weakness all their own. 
And not only does he differ immeasurably from all in his 

woriung of miracles ; his whole life is beyond all parallel. 
Who ever spake like him, whose very prayers were expres> 
rions of his will? Who ever reproved like him, in whose 
Woe I Woe I the tnunp of judgment seems already to sound? 
Who ever consoled like him, who not only prayed for a 
home in heaven to his people, but bought it with his blood, 
nd went before to prepare its mansions ? Thus he appears 
before us everywhere as the Holy One of God, distinct 
from all ereatnres ; higher than the heavens, entitled to all 
boniage, worthy of unlimited trust ; since every display of 
ilia natore ii bot a raying forth of the glory, majesty, and 
i^reatneis that fills heaven and earth, and in the blaze of 
which we should perish, if it were not a glory " full of grace 
Mid troth." 

YeSy " He is above alL" And the history of perhaps the 
most glorious of all prophets, the prophet Elijah, will, as 
H proceeds, more and more display and confirm the great 
tnth. 

1 KINGS zix. 1-4. 

"And Atuib told Jesebel aH that Elijab bad done, and withal, how he had 
4dn all the propheta with the sword. Then Jezebel 8en( a mcisaenger nnto 
BQah, laying, So let the goda do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life 
>iUw UIb of one of tiwm by to-morrow about this timt. And when he saw 
ttit, he arose, and went fbr his life, and earae to Beer-sheba, which belongeth 
to Jndah, and left his servant there. But he hhnself went a day's Journey into 
tks wfldemesa, and came and sat down under a Juniper tree : and he requested 
AvUflDflelf that he might die; and said, It is enous^: now, OLord, take away 
^ life ; for 1 am not better tlian my &thers.'* 

The history here takes a turn. The man of God is called 
i^iray from his public work of reformation, and his path 
iofies itself once more in the silence and desolation of the 
^demess. This is a fresh trial and spiritual exercise for 
the prophet. The torch is shaken that it may blaze more 
brightly ; the reformer of Israel must now descend himself 
^0 the furnace of purification. Our attention i& \v^i^ 
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called, T. To Elijah's persecution; 11. His Flight; IIL 
dejection. 

T. We have now left the height of Garmel, and arc 
preaching the palace of Ahab, in the rich plain of Jez 
where the monarch, charmed with the beanty of the p 
had fixed his summer residence. The queen stands ai 
window of the palace, and awaits, with impatience, 
return of her consort. He comes at fall speed amid 
violence of rain ; hastily alights and hurries at once 
the apartments of his haughty consort, to be the first i 
senger of the astonishing events which he had just witnet 
Elijah meanwhile remains in the neighbourhood, awai 
the impression of the stupendous miracle. The most jo 
hopes may have filled his mind ; and can we pronounce 
too sanguine, if he promised himself the complete and 
mediate return of the court, as well as of the nation, to 
faith of their fathers ? 

Ahab, full of the emotions which the wonders of the 
had produced, begins his recital in high excitement, " 
Tishbite has conquered. Fire from heaven has confin 
his mission. With these eyes, I have seen, at his pra 
fiames descend from the clouds, consume the bumt-offei 
wood, stones, and earth, and lick up the water in the trei 
All the people can bear witness to it. They fell on t 
faces and confessed, as with one voice, that Jehovah is C 
The priests of Baal are slain. They have fallen by 
sword of the prophet ; and their blood flows with the br 
to the sea. The people have applauded the deed. T 
were laughed at as liars and impotent deceivers. T 
authority and their worship is for ever destroyed. ' 
enthusiasm for Elijah is universal. He is a prophet of 
li\'ing God. The miracle on Carmel has placed it bey 
doubt ; and this deluge of rain now universally eonfirmi 
It pours down at his command. He it was that shut 
heaven ; and he has now opened it again.** 

Thus probably the king proceeded. Suddenly he bre 
ofif in the midst of his narrative, recoils in confusion, : 
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Stands thunderstruck. Alas ! his recital lias failed of all 
good impression. A storm gathers on the hrows of his im- 
perious queen. Scorn, wrath, and revenge chase each 
other, like ominous clouds, over her countenance. Her eyeif 
gleam with rage, and a volcano of passion struggles in her 
breast. The king observes the change ; and his confusion 
is indescribable. His countenance falls ; his confidence in 
himself is gone ; and lus whole temper is changed as by a 
stroke of enchantment. And now the wonders of Carmel 
have lost their hold of liim, the Tishbite appears a mere 
magician, his miracles works of infernal art, and his slaughter 
of the priests a bloody crime that must be deeply avenged. 
So evidently thinks Jezebel, the ruling queen I the adored 
mistress of his affections I And thou, poor captive slave ! 
How durst thou once think otherwise ? 

King Ahab presents us with a melancholy instance of one, 

who, though not quite hardened against all impression of 

truth, is nevertheless detained in miserable bondage to the 

fiither of lies, a bondage not the less fatal that its fetters are 

those of love and affection. His heart was given to Jezebel, 

and for her favour all must be sacrificed, as the happiness of 

his life was entirely in her hands. Hence he was the sport 

of her caprice ; and the very inmost convictions of his soul 

yielded to one haughty glance of her eye. Pliant like clay 

in the hands of the potter, and capable of taking any form, 

he was always ready to be just what this heathen mistress 

pleased to make him. Sold by love under her influence, he 

had given up the last remnant of manly independence, and 

before he was aware of it, his individual being was so sunk 

iu that of the proud tyranness, that he heard only with her 

(an, saw with her eyes, and thought and felt only with 

ber. 

There are a multitude of persons still, who are thus led 
blmdfold by human influence. The chains with which the 
prbce of darkness binds men to his yoke and banner are not 
i^^ays the coarser ones of vice and degrading lust. Ho 
^^tis sure of thousands as his prey, by binding them with 
^0 cords of some tender affection to others w\io \Art«& 
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espoused his side, and zealously declared themsdves the 
enemies of God and of the cross of Christ. Whether ihii 
silken cord be filial or parental affection, or ardent friend- 
ship, or virtuous love, the unhappy soul becomes unawares 
a slave of man, a bondsman in spirit. The beloved object 
rules with resistless influence, fashions the other after the. 
mould of its own thought and feeling; and thus insenmbly, 
and without effort, holds him in leading-strings, which an 
the more dangerous the more secretly and gently they are 
managed ; and ere the poor self-sold thrall is aware, the 
spirit of independence is quite extinct ; and should he ever 
make the attempt once more to stand on his own footings 
and to choose his own path, a fascinating glance, or a look 
of disapproval, or an air of coldness, is quite enough to 
wither the holiest resolves of duty in the bud, to make the 
lieart waver in its best principles, and to level the finnesi 
convictions to the ground. And as love is here the tempter 
to this foul slavery, so there are others who sink in an 
equally deplorable bondage, through an impious homage to 
the energy and mere power of mind. These are persons d 
weak character, who need only to fall in with a num of soiM 
talent or genius, who has the firmness and decision whii^ 
they want, and straightway are seen to become passive in- 
struments in his hands, obedient to every impulse or cKjpA" 
cious movement of his will. To the false influence of hii 
accomplishments they can make no resistance, they beliefi 
that they shall catch his excellencies which they admire, bf 
a servile subjection to all the features of his mind, good or 
bad, as the laws of their own ; and thus daily changing with 
the fluctuations of their models, they are never more thaa 
what the last man of genius or strong will they met with 
has made them, perhapS| on his part, by mere accident. 

Ye weak and pliant souls, would that you but felt one in- 
fluence more, even of liim, who says, " Ye are bought witk 
a price, be not ye the servants of men ;" or of him, the 
Herald in the wilderness, who, taking in the whole circle of 
strong minds and gifted imaginations, from one end of hes' 
yen to the other, testified, '^ lie tliat cometh from heaven 
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b abore all ;** a testimony which He himself repeata with 
great plaiDneas and conscions dignity in these words, ** I 
am tlie light of the world, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life. No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of Man, who is in heaven.** 

And ye too that rule the souls of others, be it by blood, 
or affection, or talent, or any other influence, see to it, that 
ye are not apostles of Satan and emissaries of the pit. The 
blood of every soul that dies through your influence, whe- 
ther yon purpose it or not, will be required at your hand. 
Have you made a covenant with lies, and chosen for your- 
selves the chamber of death? Be it so. Only make a sign 
on your doors, that the simple may pass by and escape the 
plague within ; cry out like the leper, *' Unclean 1 Unclean 1** 
a long way before you ; and seek where ye have kindled the 
flame of attachment and devotion, to quench it again, with 
all speed, ere it bum like fire of hell, and swallow up its vio- 
tim in eternal ruin ! For whosoever destroys a single soul, 
•* him will Gtod destroy.*' 

And woe to you, ye men of proud genius, among a people, 
who, with flagrant ingratitude, pervert the gifts and powers 
which God has given you into weapons of darkness, and 
wage impious war under the banner of the father of lies 
against the cause, the temple and the altars of the Most 
High 1 Woe to you, as ye sit on your thrones of fame, and 
lend yourselves, as if ye were the gods of the earth, to the 
homage of admiring crowds, and use your superiority over . 
your worshippers only to wreath the serpent coils of infide- 
lity more firmly about your deluded generation, and to mix 
for them the poisoned cup of the world^s enchantments, 
with which they reel and stagger into the dark abyss, where 
they will awake from the dizzy madness, only to curse you 
and themselves for ever ! Ye applauded demi-gods on the 
hdghts of art and science, who, with dark pride, would ex- 
tinguish the world's sun that it might warm itself at the 
iparka of your kindling, and walk in the light of your meteor 
Guides, and anticliristian systems I Ye laurelled heads that 
trick out the brood of sin in meretricious dress, and def^ix^^ 
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all restraint of holy feeling, spread the horrid delouoa m 
the minds of the simple, that sin is no sin, if it be but done 
with grace 1 Ye leaders and oracles of the world, who had 
the call to be the prophets and teachers of your age, and 
have been the bane of your centory, the deceivers of un- 
stable souls, and the leaders of rebellion against the Lord 
and his anointed ! Woe to you, one and all, ye betrayen of 
humanity ; your reign will soon be over, your day is drawing 
nigh ! a time is approaching when, from the lips which nov 
weary you with their shouts of praise, the dreadful thnndff 
of wUd execrations shall sound in your ears, and the Teiy 
hands which now crown you with laurels shall be lifted to 
heaven against you, and draw down upon you the lightning 
of an eternal curse. Be not deceived I The histozy of the 
world is not the day of judgment. The last decision is in 
the hand of Him, whose eyes are as a flame of fire, and wbo 
applies another balance than the folly of the world, which 
worships the mere outward show. Your gloiy has its sea- 
son like the flower of the grass. " All flesh is grass, and all 
the goodliness of man as the flower of grass. The grasi 
withereth, and the flower falleth away,*' 1 Peter i. 24. 

The spark is cast into the mine, and the explosion ii 
dreadful. Jezebel storms with rage, and her countenance 
is fired with the passion of a demon. The fire of Carmel 
has burnt, as it were, into her soul. She is filled with the 
thirst of blood. She would rather tliat the whole nation 
had died of famine, than that a triumph should be conceded 
to the prophet and his God. A horrid character, you will 
think. But is Jezebel buried for ever in the dust of Sama- 
ria ? Would that it were not too true that the spirit of thie 
age, at least of thousands of its children, is the spirit of 
Jezebel. Where one cannot hear of the works of God and 
the triumphs of the gospel without malice and sdom ; where 
news of conversions and outpourings of the spirit are into- 
lerable , where a base joy fills the mind at accounts of the 
progress of antichrist, and of the failure of religious schemes; 
where a satanic cry of exultation is raised over some saint 
who has made a fall, or some weak brother who has run 
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ito foolifsh errors ; wherever, in a word, one can rejoice at 
hat makes angels grieve, and mourn at wliat is the cause 
' their joy, there is the spirit of Jezebel : Uow many re- 
ird this spirit as that of truth. Uow many of our public 
nmals are inspired by it: How many of our polished cirdes 
id assemblies acknowledge its sway : It tunes the harp of 
any of our poets, and lies at the bottom of the wisdom of 
my of our philosophers. Has it not even raised itself to 
the chairs of some of our theologians, and spread its folly 
d its mischief from the pulpits of very many of our minis- 
n ? Nay, ifhere is the rank in life, into which this hateful 
irit has not insinuated itself? It meets us in every guise, 
d among all classes. But woe unto this spirit from the 
dgment of the Lord : " Behold, I will cast that woman 
usebel into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her 
to great tribulation, and 1 will kill her children with 
sath," Rev. ii. 22. Such is their end. 
£lijah then most die, Jezebel has sworn it by her gods. 
>at the Lord interposes. He can bind the unicorn with 
is band, and put a hook into the jaws of the leviathan : 
od the result is a most surprising one. Jezebel, who, in 
abtlety of intrigue, was at other times without a rival, is 
vamd away by the blindness of her passions, and led, be- 
^ fulfilling her murderous intention, to apprise the pro- 
^ of his danger. This was truly an imprudent measure. 
N who can be prudent when the Lord " infatuates their 
coQnsel?" and blessed be his name that he can tur.-^ tlie 
P^ of the wicked into foolishness ! Jezebel then ^' sent 
^messenger to £lijah, saying, so let the gods do unto me, 
^ more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of 
^ by to-morrow at this time." Elijah hears the message, 
^ is utterly confounded. Is this the last result of all his 
^ope8,and all his struggles I the only fruit of the lengthened 
^^e I of the unparalleled miracles and divine testimonies 
^Gumell Jezebel more hardened than before ; feeble AJiab 
^S^ gained over ; the reformation of Israel threatened with 
*njidable resistance, which might perhaps frustrate it for 
'*tt; and he himself in greater danger than ever befot^ I O, 



l54 ELIJAH THB TI8HBITB. 



• 



it was a bitter draught for the sool of the man of €k>d! H 
fairest hopes are scattered, a storm of hail lias ravaged Hi 
field that seemed white unto harvest, and who shall coi 
fort him ? Never had the prophet received a more painf 
stroke ; and if his faith steers clear of such rocks withoi 
shipwreck, it most plainly be by the guidance of an j& 
mighty hand. 

Now, do you ask, in perplexity, Is the Lord a Grod lA 

takes pleasure in casting down the hopes of hia peopi 

which He himself has inspired? No, my friends, it is n 

so. All the hopes that he has inspired he realizes, onlyi 

must not be his counsellors to prescribe to him the manm 

in which the fulfilment is to take place. Is the Loid 

God, asks another, who leaves his servants whom he hi 

called to waste their powers in vain?** No, but a €k>d iHi 

would fain have all his servants convinced that the c<mvii 

sion and enlightenment of the sinful soul is not of him tfai 

runneth, or of him that willeth, but of God that showeti 

mercy. Is the Almighty then a Gtod who can begin a graa 

and good work and leave it unfinished? Far be it fim 

Him. All his works are perfected in wisdom, but they an 

'* wonderful.*' By suffering obstacles and delays to aixM 

lie only illustrates his own wisdom and power in the end 

and forces from the creature the confession, " This is the 

finger of God.** Is the Lord then a God who can sufiera 

work to miscarry which we have begmi with a view to hii 

honour? O, no! but he loves so to bring about the resntti 

that we must altogether retire into the shade, and give up 

all claim to a share, for ourselves or others, in what is lui 

work alone. Such, my friends, are the ways of Grod. Bt 

perplexed no longer then by this cross in the way of Elijalu 

God will remove it in his own time. His career is not yfl^ 

ended; spare your judgment to the close, and remember tbs 

fine remark of an enlightened father of the church, " Tii0 

beauty of things appears at the moment of their ripeness 

which God waits for. He that should taste the UO88O0 

of the cherry for the fniit, would pass a poor judgment ob 

it ; he tliat should conceive of the foliage of the woods fro* 
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the cheerlessness of winter, would judge very blindly *' But 
oflen no better is onr judgment of the government of God, 
and the designs of his providence I 

TI. How then does Elijah act in his perilous circum* 
btances? "When he saw this/' says the liistory, "he 
arose and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which 
belongeth to Judah." In this instance, Elijah's faith ap- 
pears in some measure to have failed him. " When he saw 
ikisj^ says the narrative, and thereby seems to give a sig- 
nificant hint respecting the state of his mind at this period. 
Now, whai did he see? Not God*s promises, aid, power, and 
faithfulness; these only glimmered on him, from the dis- 
tant back-ground, with faint broken rays. The fore-ground 
was filled with other images : the danger of the enraged . 
Jezebel, and the horrors of a bloody death. Tliis was 
what he saw, and his faith did not rise with the emergency. 
Instead of soaring as before, on eagles' wings, and looking 
down on these dangers with sublime composure from the 
high tower of the divine promises, he was overcome with 
hnman fear; and instead of an invincible resistance in the 
Armour of liis God, we see him, far once, retiring from his 

pOBt. 

"He arose and wentybr his life^^ or, as others render it, 
"He arose and went whiOyeT he could,*^ This indicated the 
obieurity of his course and the uncertainty of his steps. 
He had this time no divine direction as to whither he should 
^ Hitherto all his ways had been ordered most dis- 
tinetly of the Lord ; but not so now. No express direction 
^ God served as the staff of his pilgrimage, as a guide to 
^ feet and '* a lamp unto his path." lie went out into 
Ae wide world in uncertainty, harassed by many doubts, 
>nd attended by no consoling assurances, that he was taking 
tbis road for God ; since he went it only for himself, and the 
^6 of his own life; and verily this thought was not at aU 
olcolated to give relief to his troubled mind. 

How easy and cheerful is it to walk in these paths, how* 
6vsr rough and thorny they be, in which we knoyr ioii 
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certain that we have the warrant of God. How joyfully k 
everything undertaken, begun, and ended, which wean tc 
us the sure authority of a divine commission. We tha 
run and are not weary ; we walk and are not faint. Bm 
to have put to sea without knowing if we had not bettei 
have remained where we were ; to have entered on a pad 
without a single word from God, whether it is his padi a 
not, and not one into which he suffers us to rush in his angei 
alas 1 how painful is the situation ! How lame are our &» 
in such a way, how unsteady all our steps ! How do thi 
knees totter, the spirits flag, and the spring and vigour o 
the soul give way I Such appears to have been the situadoi 
of the prophet, as in confusion, disappointment, and lear 
he left Jezreel, and quitted the post of duty without ao] 
. distinct intimation from Godl The quite unacconntalil< 
imprudence of the queen, indeed, in betraying her murder, 
ous purpose to him, might perhaps, in some measure, havi 
warranted him to conclude that the Lord was warning hia 
to flee for his life. This was, however, no more than u 
uncertain human inference, and no undoubted divine declft* 
ration. * It was but a broken reed, on which he could not 
lean with safety. 

But though the Lord may sometimes allow us, like Eli- 
jah, to go whither we will, and may, in the meanwhik, 
maintain an entire silence, this is no other than the n»v^ 
of his wise and tender love. The wholesome fruit we ntt^ 
from this experience, is a deep inward conviction what • 
blessed thing it is to be entirely devoted to the Lord^ 
service, to walk always in the light of liis guidance, ai4 
like Israel, to pitch and to remove our tents, and joumeff 
onward at his word. The more one learns to value this 
blessed state by experience of the opposite, the more con- 
fidently will his heart rest on God, the easier will the Boms' 
what hard petition be, " Not my wiU, but thine be done f 
and the more earnestly will he hearken to the first whisps^ 
of the divine voice, and seek beforehand the counsel ano 
will of God in everything. But even when the saints w 
God go whither they will, in doubt and in darkness, tb6 
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fiiithful God still follows them, and keeps at their side, 
though he may keep himself long concealed. He can 
never forsake them, bat leads them, by a secret guidanca 
it may be, hot always to a happy end. And this Elijah 
now experienced. Little as the prophet knew of it, the 
Lord was with him by the way. Let us only have patience, 
and, before we are aware, the clouds will vanish and we 
shall see, that, after all, Elijah did not go whither he 
would, but that now, as formerly, he was walking in the 
secret way of the Lord. 

After the prophet had travelled for many days, and wan- 
dered through a great part of Samaria, and the whole land 
of Judea, he came at last to Beersheba, as it were by chance. 
for he had as little to do there as anywhere else. He first 
alighted on it without plan or purpose ; his heart weary, his 
head oppressed with sad thoughts. Here, however, he could 
not remain. The wells whidi the father of the faithful had 
digged here, yielded him no refreshment; the trees which 
Ke had planted, no reviving shade ; and the altar of Abra- 
bam was probably overturned, as his prayer had long ceased 
unong his degenerate children. The prophet was too afflict- 
ed in spirit for common society, and even the company of 
luB fidthful attendant was unwelcome. What could he do 
for him ? could he enlighten the darkness that crowded 
over his soul, or answer the mysterious question which dis- 
turbed his peace? He left him therefore at Beersheba, 
md then went forth all alone into the silent and solitary 
^Idemess, far into its depths, a whole day^s journey, until 
Q^f. the sun went down. He then threw himself upon the 
^ heath, under a juniper, and sank under the load of his own 
le Of Sloomy thoughts. 

in. Thick darkness hung over the prophet^s soul ; this is 
leen in his whole conduct. His shut up heart, his longing 
for solitude, his planless wanderings into the gloomy wilder- 
^^ all bespeaks a mood of great forlomness and dejection. 
« Qplexed with regard to his own mission, nay, even with 
''Btpect to Gh)d and his government, his soul lies In tVv« 
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midst of a thousand doubts and distressing reflectionB, like i 
swimmer in a raging sea where there is neither shore vm 
bottom. At the moment when we see him throw hinueU 
with a deep sigh, and with bitter and gloomy resignatioii, 
under the juniper-tree, there appears but a step betweei 
him and the abyus of despair. 

There he sits, with his hand on his weary, and troublfld 
brow, like an exile in the midst of the fearful solitude, liks 
one cast off by God and man. There he sits, with fixed tiai 
vacant gaze, and he sees within gloomy TisioQS and dremi 
dark dreams. His eyes are far away in the land of biafll; 
sad images and horrid scenes pass before them in meltB' 
choly procession. On Carmel he sees the people reeling is 
their impious orgies; Samaria, with one idol-temple ate 
another, rises on the view; the streets of Jexreel resoasd 
with blaapheraies against the living God and his sorvsntit 
and Jezebel is drunk with the blood of the few beliewi 
that £edl victims to her revenge. The altar on which titf 
Lord answered by fire stands lonely and deserted ; Bssl ■ 
solemnly adored for sending the rain that has lately blessed 
the land ; his votaries increase by thousands ; and the lut 
remnant of the ancient faith is forsworn amid horrid ritei^ 
that pave the way for a universal worship of idols and de* 
mons. Such are the visions that appal the prophet's mind, 
and wheresoever he turns his eyes is the fearful darknetf ; 
there is no herald of Grod ; no voice of a single prophet ii 
lifted up in the wilderness. And now he begins to tkinlii 
''Alas I why did I not remain ? Why durst I flee and fiv* 
sake my poor people?*' And, if the distress of his spoit 
had not been already excited to the utmost, surely thougfatt 
like these must have tended, like a wasting thunderbolt, to 
rend his heart asunder. 

Tlie pious servant of God has had enough of this vale d 
tears. He is heartily weary of its bitter paths and its firnit- 
less labotirs. His soul longs for the sabbath of rest. " l^ 
is enough, ** he sighs to Heaven ; and his eyes glisten with 
tears. '^ Lord it is enough. Take away my life, for I s0 
not better than my fathers.'' Alas! who could liave thought 
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that this spiritual hero could hecome so weak and faint- 
irted ; the man who seemed invincible in the harness of 
faith, and superior to every stoitn I But let it comfort 
that even such a one as Elijah thus sat under the Juni- 
'-tree, and thought, in his despondency, that he could no 
ger bear the burden of life. ^* Lord, it is enough ! Why 
luld I tarry longer in this world of hopeless travail ? My 
stence is useless. If my labours in Israel, amid such 
Dfl and wonders, have missed their aim, where shall they 
r be of any service ? It is enough ! Why should I be 
ger a witness here of the decline of thy kingdom from 
\ earth? Therefore, Lord, take now my poor and troubled 
il fix>m me, for I am not better than my fathers. I hoped 
see what many kings and prophets have desired to see, 
1 have not seen it. But who am I, unworthy servant that 
in, that I should venture to desire so great things at thy 
ud? Who am I, that, in presumptuous hope, I, should 
omise myself a preference, for which saints, whose shoes 
km not worthy to bear, have longed in vain ? It is enough 1 
vd, make an end I'* 

Thus spake Elijah in unspeakable distress of mind. It 
IS a wimderful mixture of feelings which gave birth to such 
payer. It was, indeed, no harmony ; and yet, amidst the 
■end, the holiest, sweetest tones arose that could breathe 
VOL the chords of a human soul. Hlb prayer was not the 
9fal and peaceful utterance of <i Simeon, " Lord I now 
ittttt thou thy servant depart in peace !'' nor the clear, 
aim, deep longing of a Paul, ^* I have a desire to depart 
^ to be with Christ." But just as little was it the impa- 
^ and passionate cry of a Jeremiah, " Cursed be the day 
Bvhioh I was bom r' or the violent and tumultuous out- 
ittBtofaJob, "Let that day perish! let not God regard 
tfrom above, neither let the light sliine upon it!" The 
ODper of Elijah was more subdued, more gentle, and 
kerelbre not so unhappy as theuis. We hear, indeed, in 
he sound of Ids sighs, the harsh discords of a bitter vexa- 
i<ta St his fruitless labours and deceived hopes ; but, at the 
Am time, his words breathe a pathos of weeping love for 
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the poor people, and a holy grief at the decline of the king- 
dom of Gk>d, in which we find the great prophet in hk 
nohler features once more restored to ns. It mnst be con- 
fessed there is something in his prayer like the low murmur 
of complaint against the Lord himself; but we feel, never- 
theless, in the same moment, that tears of regret are already 
pouring out to hush it in his heart ; and the sool, the insttat 
the complaint drops from it, feels its sinfulness and sinki 
in deep contrition on account of it. Doubtless, we tee^ 
mirrored in the words, '' It is enough 1^* the distraction oft 
soul which, being deceived in its fairest hopes, seems to 
despair of God and of the world, and is impatient and weiiy 
of the cross ; a soul which, like that of Jonah, frets md 
quarrels with the Almighty, and, by the desire of deitli, 
gives him as it were to understand that he has now brongltt 
it to such an extremity, that nothing is left it but the mdtt- 
choly wish to take refuge from his severity in the grats. 
Nevertheless, in the soul of Elijah, this carnal longing nil 
outstripped by a divine and believing aspiration, wfaidi, 
thir.9ting after God, struck its pinions upwards to ths 
Eternal light ; and the key-note of his troubled complaint 
was the filial thought that he would, by it, move the hetit 
of his God and Father; since that gracious Being could not 
hear it without being induced to shine forth from the dsik- 
ness, and to revive by his smile the downcast spirit of Ini 
servant. Thus we see in the prayer of the prophet the 
elements of the natural and spiritual life fermenting togs* 
ther in strange intermixture. The sparks of nature and 
cf grace, mutually opposing each other, blase up togethtf 
in one flame. The metal is in the furnace, the heat <if^ 
which brings much impurity no doubt to light; but wli*> 
does not forget the scum and the dross at the ravishing 
sight of the purified silver, that shines like the gleam of * 
fairer world ? 

** Lord, it is enough I" Ah, this little prayer is known 
also amongst us I I know many a home of industry, many 
a chamber and couch of pain, from which, almost withont 
interruption, this aspiration is sighed forth to heaven amio 
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many tears and pai^. Many of these petitioners are in 
error, as Elijah was. No, it is not yet enough ! Many a 
feithM labourer has yet to learn that his labour is by no 
means in ram in the Lord, although he thinks ^ is. The 
path of many a just man is yet again to be brightened here 
below by the light which, contrary to God*s express pro- 
mise, he thinks is for ever extinguished. Many a broken 
instrument shall yet be used by the Lord for some work, 
ere He lays it aside in the land of silence ; and many a 
troilMed sufferer shall, before his last farewell, once more 
take down his harp from the willows, and raise a song of 
thanks^ying to Him who is "wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in working.*' And then it will indeed be enough! 
Ah, wfae can yet say with reason, " It is enough I** It is 
never enough, till the Lord saith it. And though ye should 
liave long years more, ye sufferers in Israel, in the furnace, 
as at this day, yet rest assured of it that ye shall at length 
acknowledge, in songs of triumph in heaven, that it was 
then only enough, and not a moment earlier, when the 
Lord stripped yon of the faded garments of your pilgrim- 
age, and took your souls home to himself. 

One word more. As often as you begin to feel thus, and 
to Bay, " It is enough I*' as if you could no longer bear the 
boiden of life, then do as Elijah did. Flee into silence and j 
Bolitude, and I will show you a tree under which to cast / 
yoorselyes. It is the Gross. True, indeed, it is thick set/ . 
^th stings and prickles ; armed with nails and spikes that 
perce the soul, and wound the corruption of nature to the 
heart. But this tree has a fragrance that revives the heart, 
^ odour of a sweet smell that makes our offering accepta- 
ble onto God. Tliis sacred tree spreads a shade that cools 
^ burning fire of conscience, and repels the fiercest rays 
^^tbe divine displeasure. And though it be an error, as is 
^led of the iuniper tree, that no serpent ventures neftr 
'^ yet, of this " tree of life," it is a glorious truth. Here 
"le Tiper of discontent will not fasten on thee ; the old ser- 
P^t shall not inject the poison of murmuring against God 
"*to thy soul. In the view of the Cross, it wHL ne>w mwQ 

11 
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enter thy thoughts to complain of the greatness of thy suf- 
ferings, for liere thou seest an agony beside which thy own 
IS not to be once named ; and it is the Just One that suf- 
fers for thee, the unjust. In the view of the Cross, thoa 
wilt soon forget all thy distresses ; for the love of God ic 
Christ Jesus, to a poor sinner like thee, will draw away 
thy thoughts and contemplations from all beside, and fix 
them on liimself alone. Beneath the Cross, thou art safe 
from the thought *' that some strange thing has liappened 
thee,^* for *^ the disciple is not above his master,** and as 
the Head of the body had to droop in sorrow, so also most 
the members. Beneath the Cross, thou art secure from 
all impatience, for there thou must rejoice that only a 
short suffering in time hath struck thee, and not the corse 
that fell so dreadful on thy Surety. Beneath the Cross, 
thy sadness will soon be lost in that peace of Ctod which 
streams from this tree with the blood of the Lamb, and 
sinks into the ground of thy heart. And the far prospect 
that here opens before thee, — ^from the wilderness to thy 
heavenly home, that stands already wide to view, — and from 
the stormy ocean to the rest beyond, into which thy weary 
soul shall one day enter — 1 this shall tinge all the cloodi 
of thy life with the hues of a comuig dawn, and, ere thos 
art aware, the rest of paradise shall spread its wing ovtf 
thee, and the Cross shall transform itself into a Jacob's 
ladder, on which one blessed thought after another, Uk* 
angels of God, sliall descend into thy soul from the upg^ 
^liinctuary. 

Peace and pardon blended 

From the Cross down fluvv, 
Sorrow's reign is ended. 

Death is trampled low. 
lift thy look of sadnesa. 

Sinner] up on high; 
Let thine ear drink gladness 

From thy Saviour's sigh. 

Hark ! now all is finish'dn 

Fought thy fight of pain; 
Sin in Jesus punished. 

Burst the tempter's chaia 
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An for thy recelrlnR ! 
Ope thy ready breast, 

notnnbelieTlngl 
Be the Croaa thy roat 






IL--THE VISIT UNDER THB JUNIPER TREE. 

* Jerusalem is the city of the great King.** Thus saith 
the Lord, (Matt. v. 35). 

Where is Jemsalem ? Wherever a tear of longing after 
God fills the eye, or the knee bows at the footstool of the 
throne of. grace ; wherever the hands of faith are spread 
upward to the Cross, and an honest heart lisps the confes- 
sion " My Lord and my God," — ^there is Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem I thou bdoved city, over which waves the 

blood-stained banner of the Cross ; thou art the joy of the 

earth, and thou alone. There is in it nothing fair, nothing 

noble, nothing venerable but Jerusalem. Who would 

dwell in this wilderness, if Jerusalem, with its peaceful 

tabernacles, did not stand in the midst of it ? What makes 

this life in a strange land endurable, nay, dear and pre- 

cionsl It is Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem ! O, it is good to be within thy walls, to sit 

together as fellow-citizens according to the dignity of the 

1^ birth, to take the harp and praise the Lord whose 

JE^oiyis great in the midst of us, to review together the 

hiessed work of faith in our souls, and recount our trea- 

*^ires of which the world knoweth not; or to place ourselves 

^ the windows towards the east, and breathe the morning 

^of an eternal day, and gaze with rapture on the golden 

•hadows of the land that " is afar off." Jerusalem ! if 

1 forget thee, let my right hand forget her cunning. 

Where are the treasures of God opened, and the jewels 
^ heaven spread forth to view ? Where bum the torches 
pf etwnal light? Where are the well-springs of peace and 
J^y that cannot run dry ? Where does the soul look into 
*'^e opened book of life? Where does £he rill of joy trickle 
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from the flinty rocks, and the bahn drop down tliat heals 
every wound? Where, but in Jerusalem? Therefore, 
blessed are all thej, Jerusalem, that love thee and pray 
for thy peace ! 

But what shall I say of the Jerusalem above, that lies be- 
yond the river of death ; where the everlasting palm-trees 
flourish, and the still waters flow through the green pastures, 
and the angels sing to their golden harps among the trees of 
paradise ! Thither we are journeying, we happy pilgrims— 
from Jerusalem to Jerusalem. While yt that love not the 
Father are journeying to Tophet, to the valley of destru(> 
tion, to the blackness of darkness ; voe are going to full and 
cheerful day, and on our staff is inscribed '^ The citizenship 
of heaven ;** and if we sometimes appear to you as those 
that dream, and you see our eyes glistening with tears as 
we gaze into the far blue distance, it is our longing for 
home, and all you can say is, '*Thcy are weeping aftef 
Jerusalem." 

And who has built us this city, and made it so beautifnl 
for us ? Jerusalem is the city of the great King. Thus be 
speaks, " Here is my rest for ever, here will I dwell." He 
dwells there, and the city rests peacefully under the wingi 
of his love. This day shall we advance in our pilgrimage 
toward Jerusalem. 

1 KINGS ziz. S-& 

'*Aiid aa he lay and dept under a Juniper-tree, behold, then an aagd 
touched him, and said unto him. Arise and eat And he loclced, and, bdMdlt 
there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head: vA 
he did eat and drink, and I^id him down again. And the angel of the Larf 
came again the second time, and touched him and said. Arise and eat; b** 
eause the Journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and did eat and driflki 
and went in the strength of chat meat forty days and forty nights unto Hon^ 
the mount of God." 

This narrative belongs to the children of God, especially 
to the afflicted. It may thus become to them like an angd 
chaiged with bread and water for them in the wilderneae* 
The Lord's watchful care over his servants, especially in • 
dark and cloudy season, is here displayed in the most rB' 
freshing manner. This gracious divine protection is made 
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apparent — ^I. In the answer to prayer which the apostle ro- 
ceives. ' II. In the appearance ot an angel which the Lord 
sends to him. m. In the miraculous refreshment of which 
he partakes. FV. In the delightful prospect which God 
opens before him. V. In the supernatural strength given 
him for his joomey through the desert. Let us devoutly 
meditate on these gracious manifestations of the tender 
loving -kindness of our God. 

L Elijah had wished for death, since life had no charm 
for him after the failure of his hopes of the regeneration of 
IsraeL The love of life can indeed see many a star in our 
heaven expire before it is itself extinguished ; it can outlive 
what is dearest, but it cannot survive hope. Wlien Elijah 
sees this flower fading, he sinks, and his heart is quite 
loosened from its hold of Ufe ; and had he not been a man 
of God, ah! who can tell into what more dreadful abyss 
than that of impatience and despondency he might have 
been plunged. 

It appeared as if the Lord had suddenly given up his 
work in displeasure, and his prophet with it. The divine 
procedure had wrapt itself too thickly in the disguise of 
Micident, for mortal eye. to penetrate the veil. Yea, th» 
(Are of Providence seemed to have quite withdrawn, and to 
have left the most unbounded room for the play of cliance 
or human caprice ; so it seemed to the prophet. He no 
^ger understood the way of his God, and could see in 
luch an unexpected turn of things neither aim nor plan. 
He found himself in a dark labyrinth, without lamp to light 
W« way or clue to guide his footsteps. And if we reflect 
"i*t the powers of darkness never let slip such times of trial 
*o the children of God, and that the adversary, without 
^^eition, harassed the wounded spirit of the prophet, under 
™e juniper-tree with many a fiery dart of unbelief, foul 
*^>Sge8tion, and nameless horror, we shall easily imderstand 
^ such a champion might then despond, and in the deep- 
^ gloom and distraction of spirit, nay, in the expression of 
^ hitter disappointment, cry to Heaven, " Lord \l \& ^xvcw^i^ 
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take now my life from me, for I am not better than 
fathers." 

Such prayers as these, sent up to heaven more in 
wild tumult of carnal passion than by the sacred impnh 
faith, and rising to God, not on the soft wings of faith 
hope, but on the gusts of natm*al excitement, are not gi 
rally regarded by the Lord; yet, in his noercy, he < 
sometimes hear them, little as they deserve a grac 
answer. Experience teaches us, that the Lord will 
readily suffer his servants to finish their course amid gl* 
and disappointment. However fiercely their life may ) 
been distracted, the stormy sky generally clears, the 
shines, before the haven of rest is entered ; and if ther 
not a calm outwardly, yet, within, and in the depths of 
soul, atl is settled peace. Listen, ye wounded and despc 
ing souls, your hour will not come till the Lord has rec 
ciled you to the dealings of his providence, and corape 
you cheerfully to acknowledge tliat " He doeth all tfai 
well!" After the tempest shall come a great calm, the 
not perhaps till the very end of your pilgrimage, aHid a 
all your impatience and distrust, the cry of Simeon shal 
heard from you, "Lord, now lettest thou thy sen 
depart in peace," and your despondency shall be clian 
into a willingness, even then, to bear the cross after } 
Lord, should he so order it. Not in tumult and in stc 
but in the glorious light of a Sabbath dawn shall thy coi 
be finished, and by the arms of rejoicing angels shall 
Divine Friend bear thee on high to the joy of the etei 
hills; that his guidance may be adored, not only above, 
here below, and his grace and faitlifulness made glorioa 
the eyes of all. 

This Sabbath dawn the prophet was not yet to see. ' 
rash desire of his heart, the prompting of little faith aD< 
sad dejection, was denied. His life was not taken aw 
He was yet to see glorious things, to learn again to pn 
the faithfulness of the God- Amen, to experience at las 
blessed rebuke for all his doubts and fears, to find the m 
joyful solution of all the riddles of the Divine providcn 
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md to emerge into a splendour of revelation of the glor}* 
of God, such as had never before shone into his soul. And 
then it would be enough; then the hour would be come 
when, not under a solitary tree in the dreary wilderness, 
but in splendid triumph, he should be carried by an untried 
road over the dark valley into the laud of eternal rest. 

Would that we were less impatient when our gracious 
Father in heaven denies us our first requests ; and less wil- 
fully bent on obtaining, at his hands, all that we desire, 
and exactly at the time and in the way we desire it I IIow 
kind is it in Him to grant, not according to our will, but 
his own ; and to condescend to so gracious a care over us, 
B8 to save us from the gratification of our own poor and 
ignorant wishes I Of this we may rest absolutely assured, 
that if ever we have prayed in vain, it has been either be- 
cause we desired something that was a curse and not a 
blessing, or had implored a smaller blessing, when Grod was 
keeping a greater in store for us. IIow many a pious 
minister would never have experienced the Lord's faithful- 
ness in crowning the labours of his servants, had the Lord 
called him away at the time when, in dark despondency 
lie desired it I How many a Christian pilgrim would have 
uen nothing of the manna that descends from heaven, and 
of the water that gushes from the flinty rocks, had God 
beard his trembling and distressful prayer, ^^That he might 
not be led into the wilderness!" How many a brother 
woold this day be unable to rejoice that the power of Christ 
bftd so rested on him, if the thorn in the flesh, the messen- 
ger of Satan, had been taken away at the first time when he 
besought the Lord that they might depart ! Therefore, be 
<^good courage 1 Be assured, my brethren that this No! 
^th which some of our prayers are answered, will excite 
^ hereafter to more fervent strains of thanksgiving than 
sometimes the Yes ! which has crowned others. Beware, 
then, of tarrying too long under the juniper-tree. Beware 
®f the words, "It is enough!" Ye must first travel to 
"Oreb ; first hear the still small voice of peace. The night 
>nmt be followed by morning ; the fight with victory \ \>aft 
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■owing in tears with the reaping in joy. First one expe- 
rience, and another, and another, that shall force from u 
the confession, ^'0 Lord, righteousness belongeth unto 
thee ; but unto us confusion of face.** And after that 
Cometh the end ; then the pilgrim's staff is dropped, and 
the longed-for " now** of Simeon is heard. 

Elijah did not die. His hour was not yet come. Hii 
prayer remained unheard, yet not wholly so. The prophet 
longed for rest, and rest he was to have, not however from 
the angel of death, but from the gentler wing of the angel of 
sleep. He lay down and slept undet the juniper-tree. It 
was all one to him where he lay ; on a silken couch, or on 
the bare heath ; under a juniper-tree, or in a royal pavilioii. 
The burthen of life was. for awhile lifted off him ; visions of 
peace hovered around his soul; the cool shade breathed re- 
freshment over him; all inward storms were hushed; grief 
and trouble fled away; and tormenting thoughts gave plsee 
to soothing dreams, till soul and body were locked in the 
same deep repose. Such pauses from labour fall to the lot 
of all who bear the cross. For us also in the midst of the 
wilderness can the Lord provide a chamber of rest, sod 
make the howling of the storm for a little cease, or bring its 
fitful gusts like the falls of a lullaby upon the ear, and ]aJ 
the burden off our shoulders for a season as a pillow of rest 
under our heads, on which we softly sleep and recruit oiff 
wasted strength. At one time the Keeper of Israel sends 
us bodily slumber on our couch which is watered with tears; 
and what a welcome guest may it not prove to us, especiallj 
if spiritual conflicts threaten to confuse our senses and shat- 
ter our nerves I At another time pleasant dreams perform to 
us the ministry of angels, and bear poor Lazarus into Abtsr 
ham^s bosom, or weary Jacob from his stony pillow up to 
the opened heaven. At another season some sympathizing 
Jonathan visits me in my lonely sadness, and by its cheer* 
ing converse I feel my spirits raised and my mind restored 
to its spring and vigour. Sometimes as by a sudden miracle 
of faith my chamber of pain is changed into a meeting-phwje 
of worthies of old ; champion after champion gathers around 
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le and bends towards me, — all hearers of the cross in theif 
ay like me, ana they all found a happy deliverance, and 
leir example shines before me like a pillar of fire, their ex- 
eriences still revive me like the palms and fountains on the 
ilgrim^s way. Sometimes a comforting verse finds me out, 
r a h^nnn rises to my mind, like David with his potent 
!irp, chasing away my gloom ; or a promise of God's word 
UDts itself like a rainbow on the clouds of my soul, and 
3pe lights up my darkness with its golden radiance. In 
lort, the very days of storm and tempest have their hours 
'repose and mercy, and even on the foaming billows the 
ord can provide for his children an ark of peace. Therefore 
t no one be troubled, however steep his path, and thorny 
id rough his road. "VVhen his weary knees are ready to 
nk, God will know how to provide him a place ot rest ; 
id in some sense it will be true of him, as is said here of 
Aijah, "that he lay and slept under a juniper-tree;^^ and 
loi^h these pauses may be but short, we see from them 
ow easy it would be for Plim, if he pleased, to deliver us in 
. moment from all our trouble ; and when our hearts are 
tnce settled in the faith of this, the bitterness of trouble is 

n. The man of God lies fast asleep under the juniper- 
tree. Who could be more forsaken and desolate ? But a 
divine watch is over him, and he may sleep secm'e. As he 
Hei this unconscious under the green shade, a shining form, 
^th majestic movements, draws gently and unobserved to 
Dis side. It is a messenger from heaven. With a silent 
piinfie of love and respect, he stands for a moment before 
t^e prophet, and looks tenderly on his pale, care-woni, 
numbering face ; he then bends down, touches him gently, 
^ says, ** Arise and eat." The sacred narrative calls our 
tttention to this incident with a " Behold 1" It is indeed a 
*riking spectacle. Amid the dreary waste, marked only by 
*onted shrubs and hills of sand, behold an angel of God, 
^0 no doubt regarded it as a high honour to bring help and 
f^freshment amid his trouble to a ser\'ant of the Kvu^ qI 



170- ELIJAH THE TISMBITE. 

kings. Israel ! a people saved by the Lord, who is like 
unto thee ? Flaming spirits minister unto thee ; messengen 
of heaven are charged with the supply of thy necessitin. 
Where thy path is lonely, it becomes most fuU of a hi^ 
company ; and where men quit thy society, thou art sat' 
rounded by the hosts of Mahanaim. Where the world shoti 
thee out, heaven opens for thee ; where thy knees sink, the 
everlasting arms bear thee up. What a wonderful mixton 
of meanness and dignity in the condition of the childreii d 
God I If I asked you for the most venerable spots and in- 
teresting scenes in the world, where would you direct me? 
One, perhaps, would point to where the gildc^d domes of the 
cathedral rise; another, to where the towers of palaces 
stand forth in majesty. One would turn to the halls (d 
wisdom and science ; another, to the splendid store-hoosesi 
where the wealth and art of the world are treasured. But 
I would rather point you to the spot where a Magdalene lies 
weeping at the feet of Jesus, or a poor sinner is rejoidog 
over the pardon he has received ; where a Lazarus dwellit 
or a Martha and a Mary, the friends of Jesus. Though the 
walls be but of clay and the roof of straw ; here is a Bethel, 
here is no less than the house of God. Here dwelleth a 
royal priesthood clad in the beauty of the Eternal King; 
high and inWsible guests pass to and fro ; and eternal love 
overshadows them with her wings ! 

The action of the angel in awaking the prophet, and saj' 
ing to him, " Arise and eat," may be spiritually appUed to 
many among ourselves. Though the weary pilgrim stand* 
in great need of refreshment, he does not feel his want of itt 
and requires to be excited by the influence of God*s provi- 
dence or grace. An afflicted soul may often need nothing 
so much as the word of God, and yet may ga on brooding 
on its own trouble till it is ready to perish of spiritual famine, 
find yet all the while be insensible of its eiTor. He may 
scarcely open the Bible, or attrnd on Divine ordinances, of 
listen to one word of religious conversation, and all from the 
idea that these things are not suited to his state. This is a 
truly melancholy and pitiable condition ; and while we should 
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lot rashly judge of it, as indicating a total absence of grace, 
re ought to use all wise efforts to recall the unhappy sufferer 
rom his culpable delusion ; and, above all, to cry mightily 
the Lord for deliyerance. He alone can open the inlets of 
piritual sense anew, and bid the famished sufferer *' arise and 
at;** and then the appetite returns, the bread and the water 
f life are eagerly sought for ; the soul once more returns to 
ts habits of derotion, and feels its joys. It goes forth amid 
he green pastures, and rests beside the still waters. The 
iountenance of the Lord again shines upon it, and it is 
aTed. 

in. ^ Arise and eat,** said the angel. And Elijah awoke, 
" and as he looked round, behold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head ; and he did 
eit and drink, and laid him down again.** He could have 
wished for nothing more, all lonely and outcast as he was in 
the terrible wilderness. Such is the tender compassion of 
wnr God. Thus " He gives it to his beloved sleeping J*^ But 
who gives Grod the glory due unto his name, or believes that 
he is thus able to help us without our own aid ? How hard 
& precept does that of the apostle appear to many, " Be 
ttreftd for nothing : but in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
^own unto God ; casting all your care upon him, for lie 
careth for you I*' We stand before such a counsel, as on 
the brink of a dark abyss ; and we fee! as if we must 
inevitably sink, if we venture into its depths. Could we 
^»Dt find some artificial support of our own righteous- 
>ie88, we would then be less timid ; but we dare not trust 
•fl to the promised grace of Gcd. But how great is the 
Bq and loss of thus distrusting God ? and how naturally 
^oes it follow that we see not many migluy works by rea- 
son of our unbelief? Tlie remarkable interpositions in 
^our of Elijah we are too apt to regard as the prodigies 
of an early age of wonder and of mystery, long since gone 
ty; and hence, instead of the song of Moses, and the tmi- 
bitl-sounds of Miriam, we hear almost not\\\t\« Wx. «i^\^ 
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oyer worldly embarrassments, disappointed prospects, and 
unprosperous undertakings, with which the tabemadGi ol 
the righteous are filled. Would that we could glory more 
in our infirmities, that the power of Christ might rest 
upon us. 

The bread and water with which God nourishes souls in 
the wilderness is his word. But as the bread and wata 
were first made ready for Elijah by the angel, so must the 
truths of the word be prepared for us by the Spirit of Grod. 
And how refreshing do we find those truths, when, after 
long famine of the word of God, we again are privil^ed to 
approach the spiritual table, and feed on that Bread which 
is given for the life of the world. We can then tliank the 
Master of the feast even for our long season of hunger and 
of thirst, as necessary to make us value aright the constant 
supply of the heavenly manna, and to keep us from saying, 
with the unbelieving Jews of old, " Our soul loatheth thii 
light food." 

Elijah, apparently more asleep than awake, stretched oat 
his hand, ate of the bread, drank of the water, and sunk 
down again, weak and weary, and fell asleep. Strange that 
so mighty a miracle should not have greatly surprised hini} 
and affected his whole soul. But no I we discern not the 
slightest trace of astonishment. He partakes of the refresh- 
ment, not as if he were lying in a dreary and desolate wfl* 
demess, but as if he were at home in his own chamber. Oft 
perhaps he was, like Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre, ah- 
porbed in higher thoughts ; and as the appearance of the 
risen Saviour made no greater impression on her absent mind 
than if he had been one of the servants of the garden, so the 
glory of the seraph fell po\^rless on the deadened vision of 
the prophet, whose inward eye was fixed on the dark void 
in his heart, from which his God had disappeared. 

The return of the prophet to slumber is of a piece ynv^ 
the spiritual experience of many. They may be suddenly 
awaked, in the midst of spiritual darkness, to hear the word 
of consolation, and may take a hasty draught of the bless^ 
waters of promise ; but the enjoyment is but for a moment 
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a passing meteor, which lights up the darkness, 
lot dispel it. Yet this sudden gleam of comfort 
bout its use. Secret strength is inspired into the 
i it by nothing more than the quickening of the 
1 that he who can send one ray of light in so dark 
old, at any moment, poor into the benighted soul 
mshine of peace. 

ep of Elijah reminds us, too, of many of our un- 
irers who are still spiritually asleep, and who have 

experienced the deep awakening of conversion, 
and drink ; in other words, they hear much that 
bey neglect no sermon, they read the Bible, they 
aU the exercises of devotion, but, alas I all seems 
them, and no fruit unto life ever appears. They 

slight touches and momentary awakenings from 

of Grod. But with these it fares no better, for 
afresh into the slumber of death. Yet, let no one 
e the end, that such persons have eaten and drunk 
They may suddenly prove the contrary, and put 
ness to shame. The fruit of many old impressions 
;le itself with some new and striking one, and pro- 
sssed change with all the suddenness of a second 



rhe angel of the Lord^^ then '^ came the second 
touched him, and said. Arise and eat; because 
ey is too great for thee.*' Thus faithful is our 
I never suffers his servants to be tempted above 
r are able to bear, but supplies them beforehand 
igth and refreshment, ere they are sent forth to 
Dattles ; and as the trial does not come without the 
strengthening, so the season of special gladdening 
th in grace is designed to introduce some signal 
faith, or some deadly struggle with the enemy, as 
IS and equipment of the soldier precede the hour 
and desperate enterprise. 

ind drink," said the angel, " because the journey 
eat for thee.*' When Elijah heard these word&^ 
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Li-re ■>•-;- ±f :e.r'"''"g. Ila G-c-d is thu restored te lini 
X All lliir:Tii£z:c i=:i^7&c«: he ssirts np in the streagdi 
c: i riZrT'ri c;=izds*;:z- *:ii «» xonrazd, not "whither 
U ^:-:£.- b-: i= -^5 rj^e of ihe God who had oOled 
l-lz: :t ji* iTi^ie- Ti::M o: ss cnlv who have shared thi 
f.'.plri's exi*£rler.2e. cm Ccll how supremely blessed it U| 
..:':-:r a Sra^^::: c: w.i::icnr.g in darkness, and sighii^irith 
r*v:i - I ar: s.::r:w:'^ and iVrsakea," all at once to dii- 
coTcT son:e prxi cf the Divine love that cannot be mil- 
taken. 5-; me sense cf the Divine guidance that forces itself 
in HI en our deepest uncertainty, and convinces ns that 
we are cot tossed without mdder or compass, on a stom/ 
^ea, but that Christ is with ns in the vessel, and that the 
lights in heaven are again displayed to guide as overtv 
trackless deep. Then " is our mouth filled with Isnghtc^i 
and our tongue with singing," and we exclaim in the lan- 
guage of Asaph, " whom have I in heaven but thee, afld 
there is none in all the earth that I desire besides thee.** 

V. Look now at our prophet. We find him once morSi 
tlie old Elijah, with his firm step and erect bearing. ** H« 
went in the strength of that meat forty days and fort/ 
nights unto Iloreb, the mount of God." He travel! 
tliroitgh the sandy desert alone, and yet not alone, igno* 
rzuit of his course, and yet free from care. Forty days 
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3 nigfats he travels on, withoat rest or intermisfiion, 
xmgh the silent waste; a miraculous journey made in 
) strength of the food and drink of which )ie had par- 
cen under the juniper-tree. To help by many meann, 
by few, or with none at all, is one and the same' thing 
Him who npholdeth all things '^by the word of his 
wer." He who can multiply the food of the body 
a word, can, without food, uphold the frame in health 
1 Tigour. In short, Elijah had no need, diuing the whole 
izney, either to eat and drink, or to halt and take re- 
se. His feet were not weary ; his eyes were not enfee- 
id. The hot-wind of the day did not exhaust him ; nor 
I the damps of the night chill his vigour. Hill and rock 
re lightly surmounted; waves of sand did not engulph 
n ; he followed on the daring track of the ostrich and 
3 gazelle, as over level and familiar paths. He thus 
re about with him, in the unshrinking buoyancy of his 
irit, and unexhausted strength of his body, an abiding 
■1 and pledge, that the Lord was with him, and that 
e hand of the Almighty sustained him. 
The desert over which Elijah travelled forty days and 
ffty nights, was the same in which the Israelites had 
ffmerly wandered forty years, under the guidance of the 
niar of cloud and of tire. Surely this, if any, was to a 
iebrew classic ground. But to the prophet it was more, it 
fiB holy ground.; scattered over with bright foot-prints ; 
ieh beyond every other scene in grand and cheering recol- 
Betions ; and marked out beyond all other places on the 
ttth^s surface by the most stupendous works and mani- 
stations of the living God. Plere the whole miraculous 
listory of the fathers of old lived again before him in the 
'veliest colours ; at every step and halting place the 
3Dely desert became peopled with venerable and sacred 
mns ; a hoar antiquity would rise before him in the life 
nd dream-like distinctness of yesterday ; and still as he 
loved ou, fresh scenes and images would crowd upon liira 
tan the departed age of wonders, and he would see a holy 
lemoriial of it in every object within view. Every rnoim- 
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tain would rise like an eternal witness to the marvels of 
the past, and the total silence that reigned around would 
seem like the deep musing of nature on the sublime erenta 
of which she had once been the theatre. As often as he 
descended into a green and watered yale, he alighted in 
spirit on some resting-place of his fathers ; as often as the 
shades of an overhanging rock received him it was as if 
the incense of a sanctuary floated around him, for the 
sacrifice of the pilgrim had hallowed these shades. Ai 
often as a solitary cluster of palms rose before him on the 
plain, the thought might startle him, that here Moses had 
rested and taken counsel amidst the sacred circle of the 
elders ; and wherever his way lost itself in the gloom of the 
acacia and tamarisk grove, his heart might be thrilled hj 
the suggestion that in this green temple the leader of Israel 
was still kneeling before the Lord, and speaking to Him "u 
a man talketh with his friend.*' Thus one thought after 
another would make the heart beat high. The liistoiy of 
the forty years' journey attained a life and a reality entirely 
new; thought passed into sight; memory was quickened 
into experience. At one time he would lie on the ground 
and gather the manna with the ancient fathers ; at another, 
he would stand with the wounded before the brazen serpent, 
and feel the pulses of life again run through his veins. No* 
he would stand before the altar which Moses built, and call- 
ed it " Jehovah Nissi" (the Lord my banner) ; and now he 
would hear the wide waste resound with loud thanksgivings 
and solemn hymns of praise to the faithfulness of Jehovah. 
Every new scene on which he entered would bring before 
liim some new event and feature of those joumeyings which 
were irradiated with the glory of God ; and all the comfort, 
refreshment, and impulse, wliich these histories contam, 
would rush upon him like a mighty stream from hill and 
valley, overwhelming him with a sublime and awful joy, 
that gave wings to every footstep, and banished the last 
remains of fear and care from his spirit. The wilderness 
blossomed as the rose, and all its plains broke forth into 
einging. Assured in his deepest conviction that he was 
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panning his way under the same shadow of the Almighty 
which covered the host of Israel, he journeyed cheerfully on< 
wBrdf not doubting that He, who, under the juniper-tree, had 
sounded the fiote of his departure, and endued bis feeble 
frame with a strength which no violence of the elements or 
fatigue of travel could impair, would lead him all the way 
by the right hand of his righteousness, and at last show him 
luB place of rest, and take from him the staff of hispilgrim- 
ige in peace. 

O Faith, Faith I Thou dear and sacred companion of the 
children of God I Thy wondrous power dispels all the 
honrors of the wilderness, and the deepest solitude under 
thy blessed guidance is no longer solitary. The fairest 
that earth possesses, or that dwells in heaven, is thine ; 
thou goest forth in search of it, into height and into depth, 
to enrich with their treasures the poverty of thy friends. 
Thou bringest the distant near ; thou disclosest the hidden 
(Vmgs of God ; thou awakenest the past to a new life. 
Under thy hand the gloomy present melts away into the 
l^t of a blessed hereafter, and the clouds of this mortal 
Innrizon are mantled all over with the dawning radiance of 
better worids to come. In the lonely wastes of our cheer- 
1^88 pilgrimage, thou cliarmest into being for us the fresh- 
Ben and the glory of paradise. Our most deserted comer, 
^ peoplest with holy, with heavenly company; thou 
bridgest over with thy wondrous span all the chasms which 
■ever world from world, and age from age, and throwest 
down all the partition walls that rise between our now 
*nd our hereafter, our earth and our heaven. In thy 
^ the history of the past is wrought into our present 
'i^ and our present life is exalted to a sacred history. 
Through thee the dead are not dead to us ; our departed 
^68 have not taken farewell ; the saints of old are our 
fethren of to-day and yesterday, though their bones are 
*e8ting in the graves of centuries. By thee, though dead, 
they yet speak to us ; by thee, they visit us in our nours 
^f darkness with the looks and voices of a heavenly sym- 

iWhy ; by thee, we see them encamped about us, a hol^ 

12 
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cloud of witnesses ; and, by thee, all the goodness snd 
truth tliat have passed before them, becomes our own. 
Thou supportest us on Abraham^s promises ; thou makeit 
us lean on Jacob*8 staff; by thee, we cleavtf the sea with 
the rod of Moses ; and by thee, we leap in the gracious 
triumph of David over rampart and walL O Faith, Faxtfal 
Thou keieper of the door of every sanctuary, thoa stewtrd 
over all the treasures of God I May He who is thy Aathor 
draw nigh unto us, and he who is thy Finisher bend down 
towards us ! 



IIL-TITE ABBIVAI AT MOUNT HOBEB. 

The life of almost every Christian has striking pmnts of 
light scattered over it, which may be called its momentB 
on Tabor. In these moments the children of God appeir 
in unveiled dignity; the likeness of the Divine nature, 
which they bear within them, breaks through the gaii) 
of their humiliation ; a preternatural exaltation is dififiued 
over the whole being; and their thoughts, and feelings^ 
and words, and actions, all soar above the common ground 
of their experience. 

Such a moment it was in the life of the apostle Faol} 
when he could utter these words, " For I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, vxj 
kinsmen according to the flesh.** The expression is truly 
startling ; and wliatever idea we form of the extent of the 
ciu*se, it conveys an amount of self-sacriflce altogetbtf 
uicalculable. We have a like instance in the case of Moses, 
who, fired with a holy zeal, and carried away by the v- 
dour of a love in which self was totally forgotten, broke 
forth into the amazing exclamation, " Yet now, if thoa 
wilt forgive them their sius ; and if not, blot me, I pay 
thee, out of thy book." If our cool, sober, calculating 
people of the present day find it hard to comprehend these 
ecstatic expressions, it i^ no great wonder ; but neither is 
it a proof that these holy men were not deeply in earnest 
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with their astoniEhing requests. An infant is incompetent 
to enter into the ideas of a valiant warrior; still there 
were such men as Gideon and David. Even Paul and 
Moses, after the moment of divine ecstacy was past, may 
have been astonished at their own excitement, and unable 
to comprehend the mysterious working of their own minds 
in it ; for they were then carried far beyond the natural 
course of their desires, and they could not reproduce the 
exalted feeling at theur pleasure. 

Tou know, besides Paul and Moses, a third who shared 
their feelings in a far higher degree, and who actually 
carried the desire into effect, which they only uttered in 
a moment of rare excitement ; of him it is written, " He 
was made a curse for us." Many who are called Christians 
shake their heads at this truth, and cannot believe of the 
Ix)rd Jesus that his love went so far as to lead him to 
ondergo the penalty for our sins, which would have swal- 
lowed up' and consumed the sinners themselves. Were 
tbeee adversaries of the atonement in the right, it would 
follow that these disciples, Moses and Paul, were above 
their Master in love to mankind. Therefore, from this 
veiy love of them, we can show our opponents that they 
U6 in the wrong. For from whom had these men of God 
thdr fervent love, from themselves? Certainly not. It 
^ a drop from the ocean of the Saviour^s love ; as then 
^ stream is, so must the fountain be ; as the copy, so 
tlie original. In the Saviour*s heart there must then have 
^wdt a love which prompted him to make himself a curse 
noram, else how could such love have been found in his 
<iiieiples? 

The recollection, however, of such a love as this, on the 
pttt of Moses and of Paul, is not altogether advantageous 
to the prophet Elijah, in comparing the scene of his life 
w which we are now about to enter, for it presents a strik- 
ttg contrast to the conduct of these two saints. 

1 KINGS zix. 9-lL 

"lad he came tliither unto a cave, and lodged there: and, behold, the 
^fOtA of the Lord came to hlin, and be said nnto bim, What doest Uv»u\x«c^ 
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i:iij4hf And he s&ld, I have been very jealont for the Lord God ofbosti! for 
ili(> children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine att*^ 
and dain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, am left; and th«7 
seek my life to take It away. And he said, Oo forth, and stand upon the raout 
before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and itroBf 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks, before the Lord; bat 
tlie Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; bnfctlM 
Lord was not in tlie earthquake.** 

Here we have the man of God again before us in a Bitoa- 
tion calculated to increase the depth of his humility. Hm 
particulars of this strikiLg scene are well worthy of our 
close consideration. We have here — I. The night's lodg- 
ing in the cave. II. The Divine reproof. III. The pro> 
phet^s complaint. IV. The summons to appear b^ora 
the Lord. 

I. We left the prophet travelling on in the wildemesi^ 
filled with many recollections of its ancient histoiy, sod 
agitated with many questions as to the probable issue of fail 
jouroey, and its ultimate design in his prophetic life. And 
now, when the forty days are drawing to a dose, he sees i 
mountain in the azure distance glistening before him, wliiob 
soon becomes better known to him, not less by its heigbt 
than by its white and shining summits. It was Mount 
Sinai; towering up with its bold difis like an immeaM 
cathedral with innumerable spires. Another height near it 
appeared like its ante-chamber, not so tall, but as bold ii 
its formation of wild and craggy steeps. This was Hocek 
Wliat must have been the emotions of Elijah on first be- 
holding these sacred and ever-memorable heights. Whit 
elevating thoughts and delightful hopes may then have n^t 
away his soul 1 He resigns himself to the pleasing expee* 
tation, that this Horeb was to be the end alike of his win- 
derings and of his troubles. In this ancient scene of rsve* 
lation he hopes to find the richest requital for all his vexing 
failures ; the most comforting solution of all the mysteriai 
of his life ; the most glorious asRiirance of the restoration d 
Israel to their ancient faith. It was on Horeb that Moses 
was honoured to behold the glory of Jeliovah in the buminS 
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tifih ; and Elijah expected nothing less than the display of 
le good-will of " Him that dwelt in the bush." It was on 
'oreb that the rock was smitten which refreshed the thirsty 
36ts of Israel ; and Elijah would think of the living water 
hich would reyive his soul. It was on Iloreb that the up- 
led hands of Moses prostrated the strength of Amalek, 
id gave Joshua his glorious victory over the armies of 
e aliens ; and Elijah might hope to hear in Horeb the 
ntence against Ahab and the heathen Jezebel, which 
lonld put down blasphemy and rebellion in Israel. On 
breb Grod renewed his covenant with his people, after he 
id delivered them from the iron furnace of Egypt ; and 
1 Horeb Elijah might expect the renewal of his own com* 
lisnon from Jehovah, with the aids and promises necessary 
} a complete work of reformation. 
At length he reaches the holy mountain. With the pro- 
imndest veneration he begins to climb the rocky ridges and 
ues to its summit. It is evening. His feet stand upou 
loreb. His soul is overwhelmed with the most varied 
motions ; but he prays to God, and anxiously waits for 
^ expected manifestation. His hopes are not realized. 
RKOre is many a bush, but in none does he see the fire ; 
lad many a rock, but from none do the waters flow. No 
wond of Divine footsteps on the dull and silent ridges 
te rise all around him. He would give way again to the 
l^oom of the wilderness, but he cannot look on the hea- 
fvilj vision that led him hither as a play of- fancy or a 
Unsion of darkness ; he knows that the Lord has con- 
heted him to Horeb, and he will wait his time. An in- 
httribable solitude stretches around him; nothing but 
tilgged layers of stone, tangled thickets, and here and 
Iwre a gloomy cypress or dusky tamarisk. On all sides 
luk chasms and abysses appeared, rocks hollowed into 
Banal caverns, scarcely the song of a bird in the stunted 
likes, but everywhere a silence as in a field of the dead, 
roken only by the cry of the wild-goat on the peaks of the 
ngs, or the rustling of the loose shingle down the steeps^ 
iider the light hoof of the mountain-antelope. A\aa\ liSa;^ 
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pious wanderer might be at a loss what to think of hifl 
situation,' and might look on himself as banished firomthd 
whole world. No trace of a human dwelling is anywhere 
to be seen. The horror of his lonely situation is increased 
by the approach of night Ought he to travel on 1 He 
cannot. He feels that the limit of his journey is reached. 
The strength which bore him through the desert, perhaps, 
has forsaken him, and no less 60, the cheerful spirit and 
the courage of the pilgrim ; and, therefore, nothing is Wfc 
him but to seek out some retreat which may shelter him 
from wild beatsts and poisonous serpents. He wraps hii 
mantle around him, creeps into a gloomy caye, of w\dA 
there were many in this rocky region, and lies down in 
order to pass the night in this melancholy lodgii^. No 
doubt it was one of the anxious nights of his life, for the 
cheering prospect he had entertained of dwelling in the 
pavilion of the Lord^s glory was disappointed ; and he wM 
obliged to bury himself amidst the most comfortless cfa^ 
cumstances in the horrors of a desolate cavern. It may be 
easily supposed that no sleep closed the prophet*8 eyes tfa» 
melancholy night. Satan, too, would assail him with die 
most horrid images and suggestions, and summon up all Mi 
strength to overcome his hard-tried and perhaps waverivS 
faith, and to pierce him with his fiery darts. . For the ei^ 
cumstances of the case gave the Old Serpent a great ad* 
vantage ; and he might deem it easy to prove the lore of 
God a delusion, the promises of God a broken reed; aa i^ 
the Keeper of Israel " could himself slumber," and lii> 
paternal kindness admit of his chastening his children widi 
out cause. " Where is now thy God ?" might he press upon 
Elijah. " Where is the boasted happiness of his service f 
might he ask in scorn ; and who knows whether the po* 
phet was now ready for the conflict, and able to repel witk 
decision all the thrusts of the subtle tempter? Yes; ^ 
the invisible arms not been under him, which were wont to 
uphold him, when he was least aware of it, he would have 
been swallowed up in the gnlph of despair. 
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n. Elijah retires into the cave and experiences the trath 
of the lesson, that God*s thoughts are not our thoughts, 
nor his ways our' ways; and further, that self-humiliation 
must precede all advancement. What his feelings were, no 
one can presnme to tell. Suddenly, in the deep silence, the 
word of the Lord comes to him as a shot from a bow, 
pierdng to the very heart. " And the word of the Lord 
came to him, and he said unto him. What doest thou here, 
£lijah ?'* The voice makes the prophet start, for he knew 
it to be that of the Almighty God. But what an unex- 
pected question was this ? What a painful contrast to the 
expectations that he had brought with him to Horeb 1 Had 
he not thought that the whole journey from Samaria was 
approved of Grod, and that he had been expressly called to 
the Mount of Horeb to receive these peculiar blessings from 
the Lord ! and now, instead of a welcome, he is met by the 
alarming inquiry, " What doest .thou here ?" It must, how- 
ever, painful as it was, have served to deepen his sense of 
his own blame-worthiness in leaving his post at first, and 
following his own will rather than that of God. It must 
bave reproved his feeble faith and his despondency, and 
quenched the last murmur against the Divine sovereignty 
in his soul. 

When it goes ill with, us in the world, my friends^ and we 
begin to raise our notes of complaint over disappointed 
bopes and ruined enterprises, Gk>d can do us no better ser- 
vice than disclose to us the sins and offences against him 
which lie at the bottom of our disasters ; if we have no 
BQch discoveiy made to us, we run great hazard of distrust- 
ing the faithfulness of the Jjord without cause. But this 
lense of guilt is the best preservative against that '' prick- 
ing in the rems," of which Asaph complains (Psal. Ixxiii. 
21.}, and the surest antidote to our unhappy lamentations 
orer the darkness of God^s ways. This teaches us pati- 
ence, and makes us heartily thankful when the Lord causes 
but one ray of pardon, one glimpse of grace, to shine upon 
UB, so that we desire nothing besides, and, falling at his feet 
renounce all murmuring for ever, in the deep ^otv^^^iassqu 
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** Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto ai 
shame and confusion of face/* Dan. ix. 7, 8. 

What doest thou here ! A question like this coming di- 
rect from God) has made many a one quake with a salatart 
fear. How awful must it sound to the sinner, as it OTer- 
takes him in the road of death, and he knows for the irst 
time, to his consternation, that the call is from the Lord. 
How severely tender wh^n it comes in the milder accent! 
of ill-requited love to the prodigal amid the husks of sense; 
who, though bought with a price, has faithlessly forsaken 
his most faithful friend. How disquieting is it when thii 
question surprises us in the midst of the children of God, 
and holds forth the possibility that we have mistaken our 
circle ; and how keen may be the struggle of self-examina- 
tion thus produced. Thus the Lord makes use of this ques- 
tion as a trumpet-note to awake the careless ; as a warning 
missile sent to drive back, the straying sheep to the flock; 
as a net to gather out the elect from among the anbelieviog 
crowd; and as a chain to bind the penitent to his yoke^ 
that they err no more from the paths of duty and safety. 
Alas! how many poor souls among us are wandering is 
error, and ready to " stumble upon the dark mountains.** 
Would that the voice of the Almighty would this day 
sound the qnestion in their ears, "What doest thou heref* 
that he would utter it in thunder and in storm, and meet 
them with it in " every refuge of lies,** till they are chased 
out of all, and taught to find the way of peace, which hitheri 
they have not known. 

ni. The prophet at length collects himself, and replies to 
the alarming question. '^ X have been very jealous for the 
Lord Gk)d of hosts.** This indeed was true, and he cool^ 
say with the Psalmist, '^ The zeal of thy house hath eaten 
roe up.** Alas I how little is to be seen in this Laodicean 
age, of such zeal for the Lord I We can see much and heat 
much that is contrary to God, ere our cold heart is wanned 
with holy indignation. How readily can we judge those that 
are without, and exalt ourselves above them, while, all the 
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nrbile, there is in ns no godly jealousy for the Lord's name 1 
Where is the passionate zeal with wliich the ancient saints, 
Jay and night, gave the Lord no rest till he should make his 
lame great among all nations, and before the eyes of all 
leoplel Where is the self-consuming fervour of Moses, 
irho exclaimed, "Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sins, 
md if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book.** May the 
;ood Lord have mercy on us, and rebuke our dulness, 
ind tend a wholesome tide of zeal with its currents and 
ts waves into the stagnant waterf of our formal Christen- 
km&I 

" The children of Israel,*' continues Elijah, " luive for- 
saken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain 
thy prophets with the sword.** Now, if this be a cause for 
tttd in Qod^B name, why do we remain so lukewarm and 
bint-hearted ? Why do we not glow and bum, and breathe 
forth the holy flame? Are not the banners of rebellion 
igunst God flaunting openly enough around us, and are 
iK>t scoffers and blasphemers, who have forsaken his cove- 
Bint, all too rife? Must the name of God be still more 
openly profaned than it has been already, in word and deed, 
imong us? and must the measure of iniquity be yet 
Bore full, ere we have cause to wrestle with God that 
h would stir up his strength and might to avenge his own 
great name ? Would that the Lord would season our salt 
that has lost its savour, and baptize us with the Holy Ghost, 
iod with fire ! The cause is, that we live too much in words 
ttd forms, and keep our hearts with too little diligence. 
How can the fhel of zeal be kindled without the secret 
^ of meditaticm and prayer? How can we then expect 
to say with Jeremiah, " I am pained at my very heart ;** 
* it was " in my heart a burning fire, shut up in my bones; 
M I was weary with forbearing, and was unable to restrain 
Jnysdf,** Jer. iv. 19; xx. 9. 

Elijah says farther, " I, even I, only am left.'* Tlie only 
one, he means, in the field of battle ; for he was not the 
only saint of God in Israel ; cnly the rest were fled, and 
hid concealed themselves amid the rocks and cav^, " AsA 
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they seek my life to take it away.** He thus makes no 
secret of it, that lie has left Samaria and fl&d iuto the wil- 
derness to save his own life ; he narrates the whole, as it 
occurred, with sincerity and candour; and Grod is gfadou 
to those who thus confess the truth, for "to the upright he 
will show himself upright.** Interesting in this lig^ as the 
oonfe8si(m is, it is far from being entirely blameless in iti 
tone. However much holy indignation it displays at the 
dishonour done to Jehovah's name, there mingle in ii dis- 
cords of more human vexation and fretfulness; and it betfijfs 
an excitement of natural temper, which, to say the least of 
it, liad not its source in the spiritual affections of the pro- 
phet. Moses and Paul, as we have already hinted, appear 
in this instance much greater than Elijah. He does not 
throw himself into the breach for the idolatrous people of 
Israel, and offer himself as a victim for them ; bat appeal^ 
on the contrary, in a certain sense, their accuser before the 
Lord. This is, perhaps, only, however, a lower otta mm tKi 
than theirs ; but it was a positive sm that he recounted his 
own zeal, and contrasted with it his total want of sucoess, 
in a tone which was no other than one of reproach to God 
himself. As if he had said, *' Lord, why hast thoa donethii 
to me ? How couldst thou leave thy servant thus in hii 
hour of need? How forsake the woriL of thine own 
iiands ?" Tlie Lord has resolved, however, to answer these 
accusations himself; and answer him he will in a way of 
majesty, and yet of grace, which will preserve him all his 
life after from such mistakes. 

TV. And now the Divine summons comes, ''And he said, 
Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord." 
The prophet advanced to the mouth of the cave. But what 
he saw, and what he heard, on this wonderful occasion, must 
be deferred till afterwards. 

tk" ^^.^^'^^*' *"^ »'*°d upon t^e mount before the Lord." 
J his Divme injunction, I could wish that you also, in a 

winT'i!.'"^''*^^ ^y *^ ^^^- ^' " addressed to all 
who are dwelhng, like EUiah. in dens and caves; and many 
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aro the dens and caves in which we bury our&elves. Our 
heart is such a cavern, and it is a dark one. Happy he 
who is aware of this, and whose eyes are no strangers to 
the darkness, disorder, and corruption of this great deep. 
Bat he must not seek to bury himself in it ; this would be 
a perverse and nunous error. Many among us have often 
done so, and imprisoned themselves in this dark dungeon. 
How great their folly I They see nothing but the darkness 
of the cave ; meditate on nothing but the deadness, depra- 
vity, poverty, and helplessness of their souls ; and, since 
they get no farther, their lips are never free of complaint, 
their eyed of heaviness, their soul of despondency, and their 
Rrhole life of gloom and miseiy. To all such I would say, 
" Go forth 1" In your hearts you will find neither life, nor 
light, nor peace. Forth, forth with you, from this gloomy 
celL Stand upon the mount that smokes with the blood of 
sacrifice ; behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world. Behold his heart of love, behold his all- 
nifficient merit. It is this which makes the believer cour- 
ageous, joyful, and strong. This is the life of the world. 
Yoa complain that you find still so much awanting that 
should be there ; no humility, no just hatred of sin, no love, 
no tears, no fiuth. Well, and what then ? Can you sup- 
pose that you will make up the want by brooding in secret 
•ver that very want itself? In vam. Forth with you from 
your cavern to the mount of God. Under the cross, and 
there only — at the throne of mercy, and there only — are 
these saving graces found. 

In just such another cave are those souls to be found 
^ho are troubled with sore temptations, and incited to hor- 
rid actions. He that is absorbed in the painful considera- 
tion of these things, and lingers amid the dismal shades of 
these temptations, looking only at the fiery darts whieh 
crowd upon him, is shutting himself up in a gloomy cavern, 
•nd drawing backward into the gulf of despair. Nay ; Ipt 
08 go forth out of the cave ! Let us stand upon the mount 
before the Ijord, where the Haviour agonizes in bloody 
sweat, and wrestles in the deadliest oonfiict mt\v ^\»s^^ 
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that temptation may no longer prevail over yoiL In the 
mount the Lord shall be seen as having **fipoiled principal- 
ities and powers, and made a show of them openly, triumph- 
ing over them in his cross." Behold the mighty Conqueror, 
in whom you too have overcome ; bring all your wretched- 
ness before him; roll yoor burden upon him; and thoi 
shall your courage be nerved for the struggle, and it shall 
be given you, even when most feeble, to triumph in yoor 

exalted Head 1 
Another cave is worldly distress or outward trouble ; in 

the various shapes of poverty, loss, reproach and sickness. 
To look with Peter on the storm, and not on its Ruler; with 
Martha, on the grave of corruption, and not on Him who is 
the resurrection and the life ; this is to thrust yourselves 
into the gloomy cave. There is neither joy nor peace in 
that dungeon. It can only make desponding and wretched 
prisoners of you. Go forth ! go forth I rise on the wings of 
faith and hope ; take your stand on the mountain of the 
eternal promises, and cast your eyes thence over to the 
other side of Jordan into the peaceful borders of the land of 
promise, which you are soon to enter upon, and strengthen 
your soul with the glorious prospect of that blessed multi- 
tude *' which no man can number, who have come out of 
great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb." Breathe no more the 
pestilential vapours of the prison-house, but the fresh air of 
that eternal morning which is soon to dawn I 

O that in all our grief and misery, as oflten as we aie 
tempted to sit down amid the shades of darkness, the load 
inspiriting call were to sound in our ears, *^ Go forth, and 
stand on the mount before the Lord." Yes ; to stand upon 
the mount of Calvary, to stand upon the mount of promise, 
and to stand there before the Lord with open heart, without 
reserve, deceitfulness, or guile, this is the grand secret of 
peace in time, and bliss in eternity; and if, besides, you will 
have a hiding-place and a safe retreat, let it be in the secret 
of the Lord's tabernacle, in the pavilion of the Most High. 
the blessedness of tliis seclusion, the deh'ghts of this rest- 
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g-place of the soul I Here is the service of a constant 
ibbath in the cahn sanctuary of the heart ; here is the 
earn of hope in the uph'fted eye, even when all without is 
irkness ; even then, yea then, most of all, when the sound 
the last trump shall break upon our graves with the joy> 
1 Bummons, ^* Go forth, and stand on the heavenly mount 
sfore the Lord/* 



n.-^HE MANIFESTATION ON HOBEB. 

HE children of God in this world stand in a very close and 
[>nderful connexion with Christ their Lord, and with each 
her. This connexion consists not merely in unity of sen- 
nent, of fisdth, and of practice ; the communion of saints is 
deep and blessed mystery, and is justly placed in the creed 
I one of the articles of the Christian faith. 
The Saviour has assured us that believers are one, evnn 
( He and the Father are one. They are elsewhere repro- 
nted as forming one body, united to the one glorious Head 
I heaven. Thus Paul says, 1 Cor. xii. 27, " Ye are the 
Ddy of Christ, and members in particular." " K one mem- 
er suffer, all the members suffer with it ;** or '' one member 
B honoured, all the members rejoice with it." In other 
assages he carries this image still farther, and expressly 
ills the union thereby represented, a mystery. 
Now, all to whom this mystery is unfolded, find in it a 
ieh and exhaustless treasure. That all of us, who believe 
tie truth, form one body ; 0, this is one of the most con- 
ofing and refreshing truths of the whole gospel 1 But how 
tt does this extend ? you ask. I shall shortly endeavour 
make this manifest. We often hear you complaining 
bos, '^ I certainly cannot deny that God has drawn me to 
imself ; but I dare not appropriate this or that particular 
OQsolation or promise. It may belong to others, but not 
!> me." These are foolish ideas, my friends. You speak 
s if every Christian stood alone and could possess some- 
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tiling in which other Christians had no part whatever; 
whereas, according to Scripture, every Ohristian is an inse- 
parable part of the whole ; and the promises are made, not 
to this or that individual member, but to the whole body, 
that spiritual body of Christ, to which the weakest Chrifr 
tian belongs as really as the strongest Ask no longer then, 
Am I a banner in the Christian course, or an advanced 
and experienced pilgrim ? Am I strong in the inward man, 
or weak and infirm ? The divine inheritance does not de- 
pend on the measure of onr grace, or the degree of sanctifi- 
cation we have attained. Ask no other question bat this, 
"Dare I reckon myself among the little flock of Israel?*' 
and if thou canst answer this question in the affirmatiTe, 
then, whether thou art the greatest in the kingdom of hea- 
ven or the least, the first or the last, thou hast equally the 
right to apply to thyself, without scruple, all that is pro- 
mised anywhere in the Bible to the people of God. If joa 
read, for example, that the Lord declares of his church that 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against her, do not hesi- 
tate to include yourself in the promise, and to say, '^ I am 
invincible;" for what is said of the whole applies also to yoo 
the part. If you read of the city of God, that " God ia in 
the midst of her, she sliall not be moved : the Lord ahaO 
help her, and that right early ;" then think, " God is with 
me, I shall not be moved ; he shall help me early ;^ fcnr thor 
art a citizen of Zion, as truly as ever Abraham, or John, or 
Paul was. Thus, my friends, we must acquire the halnt of 
contemplating ourselves, not as isolated individuals stand- 
ing alone, but as parts of one whole, as members of one 
body. And when you read of a brother in the Lord being 
heard in prayer, wonderfully delivered, or favoured with 
some signal display of grace, you must not say, '* Ah, that 
fell to his lot, but he is quite unconnected with me.** N0| 
ray brethren, we must then rejoice and think, " This benefit 
has accrued at the same time to me, the Lord has equally 
showed his grace and nearness to me. I also have received, 
in what has been bestowed upon my brother, a new seal 
and pledge of the loving-kindness of my God towards DOie; 
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)r I snd my brother are one, we belong to one and the 
une indiyifflble body, and if one member be honoured, all 
18 members rejoice with it." 

You see then, my friends, what abounding consolation 
B8 in the doctrine, that we are all one body ; and 0, what 
new and blessed significance do the histories of all the 
ints of God thereby acquire fbr us I May a deep sense 
ten of this mysterious unity and fellowship accompany us 
) the scene which we are about to contemplate, and ena- 
e us to rejoice in the glorious and gracious manifestation 
>iiehsafed to Elijah on Horeb, as an exhibition of kind- 
WAf not to him only, but to us also as members with him 
' the one body in Christ. 

1 KINGS ziz. 11-13. 

** And he satd. Go forth and stand npon the mount before the Lord. And, 
hold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, 
d brake In irfeces the rocks, before tiieLord: but the Lord was not in the 
nd ; and after the wind an earthquake : but the Lord was not in the eartb- 
lake : And after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : 
d alter the fire a still small Toice. And it was so, when EUJah heard it, 
at he wrapped his fsce in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the enter- 
g in of the cave: and, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said. What 
)e8t thou here, El^ah?** 

It IS a majestic scene, my friends, to which we now draw 
lear in the stillness of devotion. It is a narrative as grand, 
s deep in meaning, and as rich in consolation, as we any- 
vfaere meet with in the lives of the saints of God. May it 
hm disclose to us its depths of wonder, and impress us sm 
itrongly as if it had been repeated in our own experience. 
We shall consider the event, I. In its historical course. II. 
b its immediate object. 

I. " Go forth," it had been said to Elijah, " and stand 
BiKm the mount before the Lord." The prophet hears and 
4)eys. And no sooner is he gone forth, than signs occur 
^ch proclaim the approach of the Almighty, and what 
twfal signs ! A constant thrill of terror and of awe passes 
^ugh the prophet's mind. The first sign is a tremendous 
itorm. Till now, the deepest silence had reigned over the 
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dreary waste. Suddenly all about him is in fearful uproar. 
What a crashing of the elements on every side I yhat a 
struggle of howling blasts and hollow thunders from tha 
depths of the mountains, as if the four winds had in a mo- 
ment burst their prison to fight in wild wrath together. 
Whole forests are swept from their rocky seats as with tha 
besom of destruction. The donds career over the sky lika 
squadrons rushing to the conflict. The sandy desert risai 
in curling billows like a raging sea. Deep resounds usta 
deep with the crash of falling difb. The rocks are rait 
and threaten to sink in ruin. Up every steep and chasm 
there sounds as the whirling haste and fieiy rage of an in- 
visible army hurrying on the foe ; and from every cential 
depth there rise the groans, and shrieks, and murderous din 
of unearthly combat. Sinai quakes to its summit as of old, 
and as if the terrors of the law-giving were renewing around 
it. The prophet stands at the entrance of the cave, and 
gazes in consternation on the tremendous scene. His aool 
trembles at the majesty of Jehovah, and is ready to sink 
under the weight of terror. It is, alas I no sense of peace 
or nearness to God, with which the awful tumult insplrei 
Iiim ; rather a feeling of distressing distance. " A stroq^ 
wind went before the Liord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind.'' 

And as the storm abates, behold a new and alannng 
portent I The earth reels to its lowest depths, and the 
foundations of the hills are moved ; shock follows after 
shock ; the solid ground quivers all about him. The pro- 
phet feels the quick rise and staggering fall, and hears oa 
every side a mingled rending, and bursting, and shattering 
of elements, as if the solid globe would fall asunder. The 
mountains and rocks, which the storm had torn and scat- 
tered, are now hurled upon each other by the earthquake. 
Heights sink and valleys rise ; chasms yawn and horrible 
depths unfold, as if the earth would perish in its own 
abysses. The prophet looks forth upon the wreck of nature, 
and feels more than ever the terrible majesty of Him, who 
but looketh upon the earth and it trembleth. But bei^ 
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K), there is no trace of a gracious presence or message of 
eace. The earthquake was only a second herald of the 
pproaching God. It went before the Lord, " but the Lord 
as not in the earthquake.** 

And no sooner is the earthquake over, than, wonder upon 
onder ! a new amazement fills his soul. Jets of fire dart 
Tth on all sides with horrid hissing sound; and in the 
nnkling of an eye the deepest midnight is turned into 
rid and unearthly day. The whole heaven is one sheet 
' flame, one ocean of fire, that dashes its spiry billows over 
te mountain-smnmits, fed by a subterraneous tide from 
rery rent and cavem in the rock, and devours, in the wide 
Kste, tree and Imsh, and stone, and licks up the water in 
le springs. It is as if the day of the last conflagration were 
>me, in which heaven and earth shall be cast into the fur- 
ice, that the soiled and wasted hull of time may sink in 
(OSS, and the holy splendours of a new heaven and a new 
irth may rise in eternal beauty on the view. Elijah ia 
)it in adoring awe. The flames play harmless about him ; 
^ the Lord does not descend to hhn in a chariot of fire, 
lis heart is still mastered by consternation and dread, and 
eds nothing of the presence of a reconciled God. The fire 
root before the Lord; '* but the Lord was not in the fire." 

The fire dies away ; the rolling waves of flame have spent 
ibeir rage. A deep tranquillity, like the stillness of a sane- 
totry, settles again over all nature ; and it seems as if every 
hi& and dale, nay, the whole earth and skies, lay in silent 
homage at the footstool of the eternal Majesty. The very 
oioimtains seem to worship ; their silent tops to be lost in 
Miomtion. Not a leaf is heard to rustle ; the firmament is 
nice more clear and cloudless, and the stars of God look 
^own bright and peaceful irom their calm heights ; and lo ! 
"a still small voice," or " the voice of a gentle whisper," 
^ on the prophet's ear, and the Lord is there ; Elijah 
Ms it, and his heart now sinks in deeper awe : but his 
^nsd is gone. He wraps his face in his mantle, goes forth 
b adoring wonder, and stands at the entrance of the cave. 

13 
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II. If now we inqaire into the peculiar «ignific>ti< 
intention of the Divine manifestation at Horeb, we < 
I think, remain long in doubt respecting it. It is < 
that the Lord meant thereby to lead the prophet o 
variety of doubts and anxieties in which he bad lot 
self. One outward mystery had .followed anothc 
inward perplexity had complicated another. He h 
his clue to the windings of the labyrinth, in the 
turn which the affiurs of God^s kingdom had taken in 
In God^s name, and with his commission, he had fc 
his native mountains, and gone to Samaria, to re< 
backsliding people to the &ith of their fathers. The 
for such a work had been placed in his hand by GU> 
self. It had been given him to shut heaven, and to 
again; to bring distress upon the land, and to rem 
He had done signs and wonders, such as had no 
wrought in Israel for oenturies, aaad had laboured as 
dantly as any saint before him. From such exertions 
expected, as was natural enough, corresponding r 
and had hoped for nothing less than a penitent retun 
Israel to their allegiance to Jehovah. The fervent ; 
God, however, was mistaken. Not only were his 
not realized ; they .were utterly frustrated. In th 
moment when he had expected to lead back the i 
verted people to the altar of the living GU)d, with 
and hymns of rejoicing, he sees the sword uplifted 1 
him, and all his labour appears in vain. All this w 
mysterious for him ; and he could nbt reconcile it w 
views of the faithfulness of God. 

This doubting state of mind had attained its he) 
Horeb, and had broken fovth in a complaint, not only i 
the people, but virtually against the Lord himself; 
the majestic signs and wonders, we have been consu 
passed before him, and produced those effects whid 
been already described. The wind, the earthquake, a 
fire, produced only an awful sense of distance ; and t] 
small voice, on the contrary, the liveliest emotions 
and sense of communion with God. In these signs, an* 



£LUAH THE TISHBITE. 195 

effects, I apprehend, we are to behold a Divine lesson 
given to the prophet respecting the nature and working 
of hia own past prophetic labours, and a glorious ansvirer to 
all the complaints, doubts, and fears, to which he had gi^en 
way. 

The scenes of terror which he had witnessed were signs 
of his own prophetic teaching and activity, which had been 
wrapped in the awful grandeur of Divine majesty, and been 
characterised more by the spirit of the law, than of the gos- 
peL The storm was but an echo of his own words of thun- 
der in reproving sin, with which he had struck the consci- 
ences of ^e people of Israel; the earthquake represented the 
shaking of plagues and judgments over the land ; the Gre 
reminded him of the flames of Carmel, and of the bloody 
execution of which it had been the signal. In this way, 
it had fallen upon Elijah to appear as another Moses, with 
the burning torch of the law, a herald of that God, who 
will not be mocked. But in his zeal our prophet had for- 
gotten, that in looking for reformation from these measures, 
be was expecting consequences which never can attend the 
ministration of the law, but must always be coupled with 
the still small voice of the gospel. What had he expected? 
Nothing less than the penitent return of all Israel to the 
God of their fathers. In this hope he went too far. He 
was not justified in cherishing these expectations, and it 
was this which was to be brought to his mind in an impres- 
a?e manner on Horeb. He there learned that the display 
of mere power and majesty, however overwhelming, if their 
burning terrors are not tempered by grace, may indeed 
nispire the sinner with anxiety and alarm, but cannot truly 
bumble or convert himl He was to become deeply con- 
idous, that the display of infinite holiness, unassociated 
with the kindness and love of God our Saviour, can make 
tbe soul tremble and shrink back in despair, but cannot move 
it to penitential confession, or confiding submission to the 
Lord. Now he had experienced in his own heart that grace 
ilone can really soften, and melt, and convert the soul ; and 
tbat the blessed results, which he had ignorantly expected 
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from the law, could ouly be prodaced by the loTuig-kliid 
ness and mercy of Jehovah. 

But though thus taught the error of his past hopes, he 
was at the same time led to the pleasmg conclusion that 
his labour would i^ot be in rain in the Lord; and that, after 
the storm, the earthquake, and the fire, the Lord would 
come, also in due time, with the still small voice, whick 
the hearts of men would then be unable to resist, and to 
which the stubborn would gladly yield; and with what 
delight must Elijah have read in these events this grwt 
promise ; and embraced it ! And his labour, too, was not to 
be a lost labour. How welcome the assurance I As theagni 
of power and terror on Horeb had not passed over his owo 
soul without trace of good, but had prepared it for the 
genial breath of the still small voice, and heightened the 
melting power of the contrast, so the Lord would thereby 
have him understand, that the mind of the people had beeo 
made alive by terror to the coming manifestation of greca 
He was thus taught to regard his prophetic office as designed 
to break up by the plough the hardened soil of apostacy; 
to present the forgotten law, in all its majesty and strict 
ness, before the minds of a backsliding people ; to awaken 
the sleepers and terrify the secure with the thonden of the 
law, and thereby to excite in them a longing after the got* 
pel, a hungering and thirsting after ''grace reigning thropgh 
righteousness, unto eternal life." 

Thus Elijah has received a satisfactory solution to all bii 
difficulties ; and in how wonderful and divine a manner. lo 
this one divine act the Lord has fully justified his own deal* 
ings towards the prophet, — cleared up all the mysteries of 
his life, — dispelled all his anxieties, — ^rebuked all his doubti, 
— and, at one and the same time, gloriously vindicated hii 
own honour, and gently taught the prophet his own mil- 
takes, so that he is ready to bow in the deepest humility 
and to utter the confession, "Thou, Lord, art righteoni) 
but unto me belongeth confusion of face." And thou^ 
Elijah soon after repeated the complaint, it was in a totally 
different spirit. It then proceeded from a contrite and 
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hnmUed frame of mind. The gloomy vexation, the fret- 
ting temper, the inward strife and murmuring, had all disap^ 
peu^. The jarring discords of his agitated spirit had 
melted into the purest harmony. 

Thus, my friends, I have endeavoured to give you some 
explanation of the immediate design of the mysterious events 
on Horeb. The reason why so many evangelical expositors 
have left it no better than a riddle, arises from their exces- 
iive, or let mQ rather say, improper ideas of the sanctity of 
the prophet. They saw in him a being who was no longer 
liable to human errors, and who could never be drawn aside 
firom the path of divine simplicity, and of steadfast, child- 
like, unreserved submission to his Lord. But Elijah was 
a man subject to like passions as we are ; he was not free, 
any more than others, of what we all inherit from Adam ; 
aud we must seek the key to the wonderful manifestation 
on Horeb, not in the prophet^s perfection, but in his infir- 
mity. Tet, how does it exalt our ideas, after all, of the 
greatness of his devoted spirit, that for his reproof and in- 
itroction, heaven and earth were moved, the rooks rent, the 
Bumntains overthrown; and how must the mighty God 
bave loved him, to have deemed him a worthy object of 
mch condescension 1 

This narrative enables us to answer a question which has 
been sometimes proposed, Why is Elijah styled a prophet, 
vhile, in his whole history, there appears no trace of the 
SOBpel or future Messiah ? We deny the assertion. There 
^ ii here a trace of the gospel of life ; nay, more than a trace. 
Rie office of our prophet was not, indeed, that of an efoange- 
H seeing that he was appointed to maintain the dispensa- 
tioD of Moses ; but the 8un of the gospel had risen upon his 
own heart ; and we have seen from the effects of ^' the still 
vnudl voice,^ what healing there was under its wings. I 
un persuaded, that could he have unbosomed himself more 
Mly, he would have been one of the most blessed heralds 
of mercy to he ancient church, and his speech would have 
(bt>ppe<l as the ram, and distilled as the dew. But the 
poqile among whom his lot was cast, were not yet rV^ i^t 
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the full disclosure of grace, and hence his high mission 
required him to treasure up the jewel of his fSuth almost 
in the secrecy of his own heart, and to hide the office of the 
evangelist under the rough garment of a herald of the 
law. 

Here, for a season, we leave the top of Horeb, and, I tnut, 
not without refreshment' and blessing. May the Lord, who 
18 the great, and gracious, and faithful GU>d, viait us all with 
the OitUl small voice, and may our whole life be like the 
standing of Elijah before Him with his face wrapped in hii 
mantle 1 



V.-RENETVED MISSION. 

One of the most affecting and consolatory of the (M 
Testament histories is that which relates the wondeiAd 
preservation of the infant Moses, Exod. ii. 1-10. L0| it 
the bank of the Nile, there floats among the reeds a smaD 
ark made of bulrushes, and carefully coated over with slime 
and pitch, that the water might not enter in ; for a treasure, 
indeed, lies concealed in it, an infant, beautiful before the 
Lord, and dear and precious beyond all else to his mother; 
she has, therefore, thus secured it to try if the babe in iti 
floating cradle may not escape the cruel sentence which Fhft' 
raoh has pronounced on all the new-bom males of IsrtfL 
A mother's love has prepared the infant's couch with imny 
silent tears ; and while it lies there rocked by the wiiM^ 
and the waters, the sisterly love of Miriam keeps her within 
sight of it to watch its fate. The providence of Gk)d bring" 
Pharaoh's daughter to the banks of the river, she descrie* 
the ark floating among the reeds, and sends one of her 
maids to fetch it. " And when she had opened it, she sa* 
the child ; and, behold, the babe wept. And she had eoor 
passion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews' dul' 
dren." Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, ** ShiB 
I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, tbi' 
she may nurse the child for thee, and she said, Go.** Asi 
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the maid went and called the child*s mother, and Fharaoh^a 
daughter said unto her, " Take this child away, and nurse 
it for me, and I will give thee thy wages." Thus were 
child and mother once more restored to each other, '* and 
they nursed the child." 

The spiritual comfort which may be derived from this 

nairative is great. As many of us, my friends, as belong to 

Christ are hidden as it were in an ark, which no sword of 

oppressor can penetrate, or flood of persecution submerge. 

This ark is his heart, lus love. But many of us are like • 

the infant Moses, who knew not how secure he was, an4 wept. * 

Many of us are, no doubt, left to float on the waves of 

trouble amid slimy reeds, wher^ the winds dfjti, and the 

crocodile moans, and the viper hisses, and the dark stream 

whirls its eddies ; and hence we give way to treinbling, and 

OUT eyes fill with tears. But weep not, beloTea brethren, 

remember who watches over you. A greater tuan mother^s 

love has placed thee there, for thy good, and woven thine 

aik of safety, and set a watch over thee, thoogp thou seest 

it not. If thou perish, the eternal love of GU>d must perish 

tiso ; for into that ark hast thou been received, and no hand 

ean open it to pluck thee away. Nor shalt th< u float upon 

the waters for ever. Be of good cheer ; thoi gh there are 

lothing but darkness and death before thee, i ls before the 

infant Moses, the love of God stands already by the brink of 

the stream, and is hastening to draw thee forth ii'om its reedy 

mives, and to nurse and train thee in thy true otemal home. 

The sacred narrative, which we are this day to (^onsider, con- 

ipires with that of Moses in teaching us to calm our fears 

lod foi^et our sorrows. 

1 Kings xix. 13-17. 

"And it was bo, when El^ah heard it, that he wrapped his fkce In his 
■uifle, and went ont, and stood in the entering In of tht ctve; and, behold, 



esme a voice nnto him, and said. What doest thou here, Ely ah? And 
hi said, I haye been very Jealons for tlie Lord God of hosts, because the chll- 
inn of Israel have fbrsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
iliin thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek 
>qr Ufa. to take it away. And the Lord saJd nnto hfan. Go, irotnm on thy way 
te flie wilderness of Damascus : and when thoa comestt tti^Vol \\fvz.&c\ U> \a 
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Islng over Syria; and Jeha the aon of Nlmshi dialt fhon anoint to te king 
over Israel ; and Eliaha the ton of Shaphat, of Abel-meholah, sbalt tiura anohrt 
to be prophet in thy room. And It shall come to pass, that hfan tiiat eieipedi 
the sword of Hazael riiall Jeha day ; and him that eecapeth tnm tte nrord of 
Jehu shall Elisha slay.** 

The passage just read presents, at first sight, much that 
is strange in connexion with the great events that fovmed 
the suhject^of the preceding lecture. Who would haye ex- 
pected that the prophet would renew his former complaint, 
or that the Lord should dismiss him with commissions and 
disclosures like these ? It needs, however, only a closer con- 
sideration of the matter to unravel and elucidate everything 
that is thus perplexed and obscure. 

Let us, L Take a hasty practical retrospect of the mani- 
festation on Horeb ; 11. Attend to the prophet's complaint; 
and, ni. Li quire into the nature of the commissions with 
which the Lord dismisses him. 

I. The m^ijestic scene of wonders on Horeb has already 
passed befoD our eyes, and its deep meaning has been in some 
measure disclosed. It displayed the striking contrast of tbe 
spirit of the Old Testament dispensation as a schoolmaster 
unto Christ, and of the New Testament dispensation as the 
reign of grace. Thus we see the grand occurrence takimg 
place, not far Elijah's sake only, but for ours also; and 
we must not leave it without a glance at its rich practical 
import. 

The Lord comes to all, to whom he will reveal himself io 
grace, more or less, as he came to Elijah at Horeb. Is your 
own expQrieitce quite different? Do you know nothing o^ 
the storm which he sends before him, as it were, to rend tbs 
mountains ; c»f aa earthquake, that shakes the depths of the 
soul, and casts 4own its high ima^ations ; of a fire of terror 
and wasting annety that precedes the approach of the Lord 
of glory? Are your rocks still unbroken? Have yonr 
heights not yet been cast down, and the treacherous ground 
of self-righteo«finess been swept from beneath your iJeet? 
And yet you imagine that you have already heard the still 
small voice of ^race* Ah, you are, perhaps not aware that 
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Satan can " traosfonn himself into an angel of light,** and 
counterfeit the sounds of the gospel of peace. Have you not 
learned that this deceiver can speak a false assurance of for 
giveness to the soul, and out of the very promises of the 
gospel wreath snares of death ; and that, of all his captives, 
he least fears the escape of those who are caught by the 
wiles of a &Ise security of eternal life ? tremble at the 
artifices of the old serpent, and bethink you, that the com- 
forter who can quiet your conscience without mortifying 
your flesh is not the Spirit of the Lord, but the spirit of 
darkness* For Jesus draws not nigh with his still small 
voice till every high thing that exalts itself against him is 
made low, and the old spirit of self-righteousness has re- 
ceived a mortal wound. 

Brethren, '' Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that 
leadeth nnto life," and '^ many shall seek to enter in, and 
ihall not be able." Seeking b not sufficient here ; there 
most be tiriving. The new creation arises upon the ruins 
of the old and corrupt nature. Wherever grace builds, it 
first puUs down ; and it is by bringing to nought things that 
•re, that God makes of his people what they by nature are 
not. An interesting anecdote will illustrate this. 

There was, some few years ago, a very gifted preacher 
sot far from this place, who had for several years preached 
vith great earnestness and success the doctrine of the 
Qross; and who, as might have been expected, had not 
iiHed to raise up violent opposition. One of his oppo- 
QBDts, a man of much education and travel, had, out of 
hatred to the truth, long given up the practice of attending 
dinrch, when one Sabbath morning it occurred to him to 
go and hear the gloomy man once more, to see whether his 
{Reaching might be more tolerable to him tlian it was be- 
fore* He went : and that morning the preacher was dis- 
oooning of the '' narrow way," which he made no narrower, 
but also no broader than the word of God makes it." " A 
BOW croature in Christ or eternal condemnation" was the 
iKtrden of his sermon ; and ^^ he spoke with authority and 
not as the scribes.*' During tiie sermon the que&t\OT\ ioxc^^ 
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itself on this hearer^s conscience, " How is this after all 1 
Does the man declare the real tmth? If he does, what most 
be the inevitable consequence ? And if it is mere words 
and fables, surely these barbarous ministers should be dri- 
ven from their pulpits in di^raoe for alarming the con- 
sciences of men with the inventions of priestcraft. This 
thought took such a hold of him, that itfoUqwed himhome^ 
and stu^k to him amid his hours of business and amuse- 
ment. It became from day to day more and more penetrat- 
ing, more and more troublesome, and threatened at last to 
embitter every joy of his life ; till it brought him to the 
resolution of going directly to the preacher himself, and 
asking him on his conscience if he were really convinced oi 
the truth of that which he had lately preached. He ctf- 
ried his purpose into effect, and went to the preacher. 
*' Sir,*' said he to him, with visible emotion and great ea^ 
nestness, " I was one of your hearers the other day, when 
you spoke of the only way of salvation. I confess to yon, 
you have disturbed my peace of mind, and I cannot refrain 
from asking you solemnly before GU)d and your own con- 
science, if you can stand by your assertions, or if you have 
distressed your hearers with an unfounded alarm/'* The 
preacher, not a little surprised at this address, replied with 
strong decision, that what he had spoken was the word of 
God, and hence infallible truth. " If this be so," returned 
the visiter with manifest consternation, ** what will becomfl 
of us?" His last word us startles the preacher; but h« 
masters his confusion, and begins to explain the plan of 
salvation to the inquirer, and exhorts him to repent and 
believe. But the latter, as though he had not heard one 
syllable of all that the preacher had said, interrupts him in 
the midst of it, and repeats with increasing agitation the 
anxious exclamation, " If this be true, sir, I beseech yoUf 
what are we to do ?" Terrified, the preacher staggers back* 
We, thinks he, what means this we t and striving in vain 
to suppress and conceal his growing uneasiness and emba^ 
rassment he falls anew to the work of expounding and eX' 
Lortation. The visiter^s eyes filled with tears ; he smote 
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liis hands together like one in despair, and cried out in 
accents that might have moved the heart of a stone, '^AlasI 
sir, if this be tme, it is all over with us, and we are undone 
for ever." The preacher stood pale, trembling, and speech- 
less; then with a look of unspeidcable confusion, with down- 
cast eyes and convulsive sobbings, he seized his visiter by 
the hand, and exclaimed, " Friend, down on your knees ; 
let US pray and cry for mercy." They knelt together and 
prayed ; and the visiter hastily took his leave. Tlie preacher 
shut himself up in his closet. Next Sunday, word was sent 
that the minister was unwell, and could not preach. The 
Sunday after, it was the same. On the third Sunday, he 
made his appearance before his congregation, worn with 
his inward conflict, and pale, but his eyes beaming with joy, 
and commenced his discourse with the surprising and affect- 
ing declaration, that he had now, for the first time, passed 
through the strait gate. You will ask, what had occurred 
to him in his chamber during the weeks of his seclusion. A 
itorm passed over before him, but the Lord was not in the 
storm ; an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth- 
quake; a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. Then 
came a still small voice; on which the man wra))ped his 
fiice in his mantle, and from that time knew what was the 
gospel, and what was grace. 

No sooner did the Lord approach the prophet in the still 
small voice, than he wrapped Yaa face in his mantle. This is 
a striking emblem of the inward temper of all God's children. 
They walk before the Lord wrapped in the mantle of humility. 
The law fills them with alarm ; the knowledge of sin casts 
them on the ground; but the holy shame, the deep and 
silent contrition, wliich is so dear in God's sight, begins to 
be felt only when the Lord has revealed himself in the soft 
whisper of grace, " Behold," it is said in E2ekiel xvi. 62, 
63, "I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord : that thou mayest remember and 
be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because 
of thy shame, when I am pacified towards thee for all thai 
thou hast done, snith the Lord God." YeSj v^\ietv ««iOcv «k 
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whisper of the most unmerited mercy breathes upon us, oar 
lofty looks are brought down, our mouth is shut, we blnsh 
and are ashamed to lift up our face. But it is a shame 
without distress ; a trembling without servile fear; a humilia- 
tion replete with love and blessedness. how well pleasing 
is it to the Lord 1 We have now, my brethren, seen the 
prophet in many situations. We have seen him clothed 
with strength and boldness, contending like a lion vitb 
God^s enemies ; we have seen him in the tempest, with un- 
daunted front, stand like a rock of the sea, unmoved by the 
winds and waves. But; methinks, he never appeared more 
noble and amiable, than here on Horeb ; when, at the stiH 
small voice of Divine mercy, he bowed his mighty spirit, 
and trembling with confusion and delight, wrapped his £ui 
in his mantle. 

II. The prophet now went forth and stood at the enter- 
ing in of the cave, " And, behold, there came a voice unto 
him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?** This ques- 
tion, thus repeated, seemed to direct him back to the scene 
of his public activity. We should have supposed that, after 
his extraordinary experiences, such a direction would now 
have been eagerly welcomed, and that the prophet would 
have hastened back with winged feet to the midst of Israel 
But, instead of this, he breaks out, to our no small astonish- 
ment, with his old complaint, as if the wonders that had 
passed before him had been forgotten. *' I have been very 
jealous," he answered, " for the Lord God of hosts ; for the 
children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, and thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and 
[, even I, only am left; and they seek my life to take it away.** 

Let us explain the mystery, my friends, at once. The 
words of the complaint are the same, but not its spirit. It 
is now purified from all remains of murmuring and natural 
bitterness, and appears as the involuntary cry of poor, infirm, 
human hearts, even of God's children, when the exercise of 
strong faith is called for. He must, by this time, have been 
persuaded that his labours in Samaria had not been in vain; 
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bnt he could not utter the confession, " Lord, I beh'erc," 
without the depressing addition, " Help thou mine unbelief.** 
Of the certainty, in general, of the approaching reformation, 
he could not doubt ; but when he came to the time when, 
and the manner how it should be effected, he became en- 
tangled amid his former difficulties, and could not refrain 
from pouring out his complaint as before. 

Believing in darkness, on God*s bare word, where sight 
is impossible, or rather runs counter to the demands of faith, 
is certainly a great and glorious thing, by which God is 
highly honoured ; and would that this fruit of the Lord's 
planting were more abundant in his vineyard I But, alas I 
even where faith is genuine, it appears most frequently in a 
state of conflict, and seldom triumphant or perfected. You 
find yourself, for example, in precarious circumstances ; the 
cares of life and domestic embarrassments weigh you down ; 
you can see no relief firom the burden ; all human help has 
vanished. You now cast your view over the promises of 
God. '* I will never leave thee nor forsake thee ; fear not, 
I am with thee. Behold, I have graven thee on the palms 
of my hands.*' You know that he who thus speaks to you 
is the God of truth. You take the word as a staff in your 
hand; you hope against hope; you believe in the dark. 
This is believing on the word of God. But is our faith ge- 
nerally of this stamp ? Is not our faith more frequently like 
tL bark on a stormy sea, which only escapes a thousand ship- 
wrecks by the good hand of God upon it ? Sometimes a 
^leam of hope may visit us, and we exclaim, " The Lord 
win do all things well ; but we soon pass again under the 
cloud, and ask in despondency, " But how will it be per- 
formed ?" No sooner have we ventured the request, " Lord, 
let me come to thee on the sea ;" than, appalled by the 
"Winds and waves, we cry out, " Lord save me, I perish.* 
Thus our hearts are in perpetual fluctuation, and our faith 
engaged in a constant wrestling with doubt. There are, in- 
deed, bright and noble exceptions — saints who are strong 
In faith, giving glory to God ; and, assuredly, our unbelief 
^ not more our misfortmie than our sin. But it is well to 
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know the weakness of our frame, to be on our guard agiiiut 
'^ the evil heart of unbelief," and to watch and pray that we 
enter not into temptation. 

III. To return to our narrative. Elijah is told to depart 
in peace. " Go, return on thj way to the wilderness d 
Damascus." He receives from the Lord«a threefold com- 
mission, and with it strength to his fiuth, and provision for 
his journey. *' When thou comest, anoint Hazael to be 
king over Syria." This is the reply to Elijah^s first com- 
plaint. '^ The children of Israel have forsaken thy cove* 
nant." '^ I will send thee a rod of correction," was the 
Divine answer : *' Hazael, the servant of the Syrian king; 
shall fulfil all my purposes of chastisement. Go, anoint 
him to be king over Syria." Hazael afterwards became 
king, and a severe scourge to the children of Israel. '' He 
burnt their fortified cities, slew their young men, dashed 
their children in pieces, ripped up their women wiUi chili" 
He served the Lord as the staff of his indignation, and wai 
one of the storms that went before him, to break the rocki 
and rend the mountains; and when he had finished his 
work, he was laid aside. The Lord can thus 'make use of 
the wicked at one time as vessels of wrath for pouring oat 
his indignation upon those who have not known him, at an- 
other, as shepherds' dogs, that keep his flock together, aod 
bring back the wandering sheep. 

My brethren, who can tell what is yet in store for our own 
vale, our own congregation, our own churches ? We are it 
present under Divine forbearance ; but can any one tell bow 
long this will last ? We cannot recount all the mercy wbicb 
the God of all grace has already showed us, and shows us 
still from day to day. Yet how few are there who really 
thank God for his long-suffering kindness, and show their 
gratitude by keeping his commandments ? Suppose the hod 
were suddenly to remove all his true children out of the 
midst of us, and leave the impenitent alone behind, — ^woold 
our population suffer a very perceptible decrease ? Or is it 
not the case with ourselves, as everywhere else, tliat tbe 
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seed of Jacob among the Canaanites is but as a drop in the 
ocean, and like the little stars which in a stormy night 
twinkle only here and there among the black and gathering 
clouds ? Are not a great part of our people dead, alas I sealed 
m death, in some measure, by the word of life ? This is truly 
awful I For years together have they brought their dead 
souls with them to the house of God ; and it seems as if the 
quickening atmosphere of gospel truth into which they have 
entered had acted cm them only to harden and to petrify 
them* A great part of our people are weary of the simple 
truth, and listless in their hearing ; the incessant theme of 
Jesus and his cross is become distasteful to them. No 
thunder of the law can now awake them, no sweet note of 
mercy and promise can touch a cord of sensibility in their 
deadened hearts. We knock, but the bolts of the heart are 
not withdrawn ; we shoot, but the arrow of conviction re- 
coils from the seared conscience. Many of our people are 
lukewarm, neither for nor against, neither cold nor hot ; 
they know Christ in word, but their heart remains without 
fire of love to him ; and what awaits them but to be rejected 
by the Saviour with abhorrence ? Many halt between two 
opinions ; they praise Christ and the world in one breath ; 
they bow before the Lord and Baal in the same act of wor- 
ship. Their heart is set on two incompatible things, to be 
merry with the children of the world, and to be blessed with 
the children of Grod ; they wish to possess Christ, but will 
not for his sake part with the world. Behold, my friends, 
the majority of our countrymen ; they fall almost all into 
one or other of these classes, whether high or low, rich or 
poor. What shall be the end of these things ? May the 
Lord have mercy upon us I For if matters go on in this 
vay, what can be prophesied of us but evil ? The patience 
of God has its limits, and we may be verging on them. Who 
can tell but that soon it may be said to some mighty angel, 
*^Qo now and appoint this or that man for a Hazael ; and 
let this deceiver or that son of lies be made shepherd over 
nich and such a flock ?** Who knows whether the preachers 
who now stand in your pulpits are not the last who may 
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proclaim to this ungrateful generation the message of peace, 
and whether the traitors are not ahready training in the 
school of Satan, who only wait for our departure to take 
possession of our places, with the torch of the false prophet 
lighted firom the bottomless pit in their hand ? Perhaps is 
a few years the vision among you may cease, the people be 
wasted and scattered, the Lord's flock all taken away, and 
his fire extinguished to the last spark. And when the 
righteous are taken out of the land, and no more holy bandi 
are lifted up in intercession, its pillars become rotten, its 
walls unstable, its foundation slippery and insecure, and it 
sinks in vice and ruin. '' that thou hadst known, even 
thou, in this thy day, the things that belong unto thy peace !" 
Yet forty years, and perhaps our Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown, " and where the carcase is the eagles will be gi- 
thered together.*' Arise, then, and put on sackcloth and 
ashes. Let each turn himself from the evil of his way, and 
the iniquity of his hands. Who can tell, if the Lord wiD 
not turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 
that we perish not ? 

Elijah was to anoint Hazael, a stranger, to be king over 
Syria, that he might become a scouige to IsraeL This wis 
his first commission. And the second was, to anoint Jebn, 
the son of Nimshi, to be king over Israel. This was the 
answer to the second complaint of the prophet. " They 
have thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets.* 
As if the Lord had said, " I will vindicate my own glory} 
the house of Aliab shall be extiipated, and Jehu shall by 
the axe to its roots." And so it came to pass. Jehu wai 
the man that rooted out the Iiouse of Ahab from the ground, 
so that neither stump nor stalk was left. He caused Jezebel 
to be thrown from the window of her palace, and suffered 
her carcase to be eaten up of dogs in the streets. He slew 
the seventy sons of Ahab in one day; caused their heads to 
be displayed in two heaps at the gates of Jezreel ; destroyed 
the priests of Baal in their own temple; cast its holy furni- 
ture into the flames; and made an end of the heathen wo^ 
ship of Sidoii in Israel. 
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Eecent times have afforded examples of similar judgments 
o what were poured out on the house of Ahab. Even in 
tur own days, there is no want of instances of the rooting 
>ut of whole families, because they hardened their hearts 
gainst the Lord, and bitterly persecuted his children and 
ervants. Though, for a season, they may flourish like a 
;reen bay-tree, and may have power granted them to gratify 
heir enmity against the unoffending flock of God, and its 
uuttors ; sudd^y, the scene is reversed, and He, who puts 
« jealousy like a garment, takes upon himself the office of 
Fehu, and bathes the sword of vengeance in heaven. Their 
^<»y sinks into the depths of ignominy, and there is no one 
bund who can arrest the rapidly descending wheeL One 
Alls in business, and sinks into beggary with his whole 
[louse; another is given up to the will of his flesh, and sinks 
miserably in the filth of sin. One must flee away bearing 
the brand of the law; another is brought by abandoned 
children with sorrow to the grave. One is smitten with 
madness ; another is given over to a reprobate mind, and, 
perhaps, in a fit of despair, with impious right hand destroys 
hunself. Ah, the building of pride creaks to its very foun- 
dations ; and where the Lord breaks down, there is no build- 
ing up ; the fire of his anger bums even unto hell I An 
^impenitent death, the awful close of temporal judg- 
inents, is but the first in a new series of terrors which no 
grave can close. The castaway go with Judas to their 
place, and their names are named no more on earth, or only 
^Hth abhorrence ; their place on earth is forgotten, or shun- 
i)ed as the seat of an everlasting curse. Has any thing of 
this kind ever happened among us ? Answer this question 
tor yourselves, my friends. One thing at least I know, that 
many a house of Ahab still exists among us, that, if impen- 
itent, cannot escape its fate, but must pay the penalty to 
iHrine justice of its fierce scorn and hatred of Christ and 
lua people. ^* Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
liroken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall it will grind him to 
powder." 

Tlie third commission given to Elijah must have been to 

li 
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him the most pleasing of all. It contained the am 
his third complaint, '' I, even I, only am left, and the 
mj life to take it away/* It was as if the Lord had 
him, " Be not cast down, £lijah, thou art not th 
one that is left ; and wert thou the only prophet on tl 
of battle, thinkest thou fiof that I raise up propheti 
I need them." " Go ana unoint Elisha the son of SI 
of Abel-meholah, to be prophet in thy room. And 
come to pass, that him that escapeth from the st< 
Hazael shall Jehu slay ; and him that escapeth ire 
sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay.** Thus a storm 
Hounced against backsliding Israel in the person of £ 
an earthquake in that of Jehu ; and a fire in that of '. 
that should declare at once the wrath and the love of 
vah. Elijah now sees that the Keeper of Israel h 
forsaken his vineyard ; and this strengthens his £Edtl 
nerves him in soul and body; and when he soon aftei 
hears from the Lord^s mouth the surprising intell 
that there remained still seven thousand in Israel w] 
not bowed the knee to Baal, the gloomy clouds are e 
scattered from his mind, and with his heart full of tl 
spect of the glory of God, he cannot longer delay to i 
on his return through the wilderness. 
• My brethren, if a sword of the Lord is to pass tl 
this congregation, and a sword will surely come, O, 
not be the sword of Hazael and of Jehu, but the s^ 
Elisha, the two- edged sword of the Spirit, which is thi 
of the living God. This good sword, with which he 
the prey from the mighty, may the Lord prosper mo 
more, that it may better hew its way among us, and 
and sever, and penetrate, as it has never done before, 
it cast down the proud into the dust ; drive the sect 
of their refuges of lies ; and so wound the self-righteo 
maim the whole, that none but Jesus may be able t 
them ! Blessed wounds I salutary disasters I The i 
of this sword divide the living from the dead ; and 
scars thou mayest distinguish the children of God I 
" Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, most Mighty 
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thy^oryand thy majesty; and in thy majesty ride pros- 
peromly, because of truth, and meekness, and righteous- 
ness; and by thine arrows let the people fall mider thee.'* 
IW. xlv. 3-6. " And may the people wliich are left of 
^he Bword find grace in the wilderness ; even Israel, when 
IboB goept to cause him rest.** Amen. Jer xxxi. 2. 



VI-THE HIDDEN CHURCH. 

'4 will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people,** 
nith the Lord by the prophet Isaiah, Ixv. 19. These 
^vords open to us a view into the paternal love of God, 
vliich ought to draw our hearts up towards himself. We 
behold here the close relation which subsists between God 
nd his chosen people ; and see that we entertain, respect- 
Qgit, ideas far too mean, if we conceive of it as the rela- 
tion of a mighty monarch and his pardoned criminal sub- 
jeets, or of a condescending master and his unprofitable ser^ 
Yints. It is only a faint glimpse of the love of God which 
b afforded us, when it is said that we are objects of his 
iptting and pardoning mercy. We are incomparably more 
tlun this. The Lord rejoices over his people. He delighteth 
^ them that fear him and trust in his mercy. He beholds 
tiHSin not as they are in themselves, but as they appear in 
the glorious righteousness and implanted holiness of their 
Buety. In that holiness he sees something that wears the 
tttage of his Son, and shines with the brightness of his own 
glory. For the regenerate are conformed to the express 
imige of the Divine person. 

A figure here occurs to me, which has been used by a 
oertain writer somewhere, wliich is so striking, and deep, 
ttd beautiful, that I cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
npeating it for your edification. The glorious sun in the 
keavens, as you know, enlightens, warms, pjid fructifies aU 
iiture. Suppose now, that this all-enlightening, all-reviv< 
qg, all-fructifying sun, were a rational being, and c^^ioid 
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watch all the effects of his influence ; it would then beh< 
its own image in every sea, in every lake, in every riv 
in every brook, nay, it would even see itself reflected in \ 
loftiest mountains of ice ; and would it not, in the abi 
dance of its joy, at this ^rious radiance, forgetting itn 
embrace all these seas, lakes, and rivers, nay, tho v< 
glaciers, in its arms, and delight in them? Thus Ja 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, beholds his own imi 
and Divine work in every renewed soul, as in a mim 
hence, seeming to forget himself in the abundance of '. 
joy, he could condescend to wash the feet of his discipl 
and exclaim over the Syrophenician woman in profou 
satisfaction, "0 woman, great is thy faith.** Thus, t 
the eternal Father beholds in his children the beauty of] 
Son Christ Jesus, as the brightness of his own glory, wi 
an adorable complacency, which we want words to expre 
He embraces them in the arms of his love ; if the ima, 
of the Son be but reflected in their hearts, however chill ai 
cold they be, he turns not away the reviving beams of 1 
afl*ection. 

Happy are the people that are in such a case ; " T€ 
blessed are the people that have the Lord for their God 
We are to witness the discovery of a portion of them tli 
day, where we would little have thought to find them, li 
are to contemplate the hidden church. 

1 Kings xiz. 18. 

** Yet I have left me seven thonsand in Israel, all the knees which bam i 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kiased him.** 

These words form the conclusion of the address of J 
hovah to Elijah at Horeb. After the announcement of tl 
heavy judgments which were to come upon degenerate Isam 
oy the hands of Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha, this delightful coi 
munication follows like the still small voice. The last sluu 
of gloom must now have been dispelled, and the full day 
peace and joy restored to the prophet's mind. 

The announcement made to the prophet may lead i 
I. To remark that God has ever a hidden church. IL 1 
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to the discovery of it sometimes made. III. To re- 
joice ID the promises ^ven to it. 

I. ** Lord, thy name is foigotten, and the pillars of thy 
temple are shaking. I, even I, only am left, and they 
wek my life to take it away.** Such were Elijah's com- 
plaints, and how could he help their utterance ; since the 
age was indeed eril, and the days of Noah seemed to he 
restored. All was dark, dead, mined, and desolate; and 
the kingdom of Gbd with the exception of a few perse- 
cnted adherents of it, driven from the earth. It must have 
wounded Elijah to the very heart. For many a day had 
he dwelt on the punful topic, and could find no lightening 
of its daiteess ; when all at once he hears from the moutli 
of the Omniscient One the unspeakably astonishing tidings 
that the failhful were not as he had gloomily imagined, only 
one here and one there ; but that a whole body, a great multi- 
tude, seven thousand in number, yet remained, who had 
i>ot bowed the knee to Baal, nor kissed him. How deeply 
ifiected mnst the prophet have been by this disclosure. 
Qkdly would he have recalled the rash words, " I, even I, 
Ady am left alone.*' How must he have been ashamed of his 
<od)elief ; but with a shame that merged in a deeper joy 
that the kingdom of God was still so gloriously upheld. How 
^rly mnst he have longed to commence his return to 
the blessed labour of farther extending it. 

And what could be more delightful, my brethren, than 

for OS in the present day to be surprised by a similar piece 

of intelligence? Our age, no doubt, is a great deal better 

than Elijah's was; but every one mnst admit that there is 

omch that is no better than outward show. Yet, if all were 

Divine life which appears in the form of real godliness ; if 

ill the preachers who, in recent times, have returned to the 

6THngelical st^!ain, preached the truth in the Holy Ghost, 

tod in supreme devotion to the crucified Saviour ; if all the 

crowds that flock to the house of God were really saying in 

their hearts, '' Come, let us return to the Lord," and were 

IbUowing a better lead than that of fashion and custom \ \i «AL 
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the great ones of the earth, who are striving to lead back 
the people to the faith of their fathers, had, indeed, first 
taken the oath of allegiance to Him by whom kings reign 
and princes decree justice, and resolved to walk in the steps 
of the man after Grod*s Ofwn heart ; if the thousands that 
seek, by Bible and missionary societies, the dravring of all 
nations into the ark of safety had first entered it them- 
selves ; nay, if only those whom we see in the present day 
regularly attending meetings for prayer and religious edifica- 
tion were all entitled to be reckoned as true followers of tbe 
Lamb ; if we could suppose all this, the present state of our 
world would not be quite so bad, however much might jet 
remain to be corrected. But what avails it to blind our 
eyes to the melancholy truth I How deceitful are the £ur- 
est appearances, and how sadly does that which looked lazge 
and shone brightly in the distance shrivel up and fiEide on a 
nearer inspection, even where it does not, as is too often the 
case, vanish like a meteor of the night, and leave no tiaca 
behind I But suppose we even granted that all who, in oiff 
days, have the form of godliness were acquainted with iti 
power, how small would be the proportion of such believeiii 
even in so-called Christian countries, to those who stand forth 
mauifestlyin the eyes of all as rejectors of the salvation of tbe 
Bible ? The prevailing spirit of our times is still, as formerly! 
a spirit of infidelity and apostacy ; a spirit of the shallowest 
rationalism and the blindest presumption ; a spirit of oppoo* 
tion to the Word of God^ and of arrogant self-reliance in tbe 
knowledge of good and evil ; a spirit of the most unbounded 
idolatry, of mere natural reason, and the most insolent de* 
preciation of the revealed mysteries of the Bible. Among 
the great mass of nominal Christians, not only of the learned 
sort, but also of the illiterate, it has long been a settled 
point, that the doctrine of human depravity is a gloomy 
fancy, and that salvation by the blood and righteousnetf 
of Christ is an antiquated delusion. It is assumed as an 
incontrovertible dictate of reason, that the miserable rub- 
bish of external righteousness, the precious store of pride 
and selfishnessi is more than sufficient to satisfy the God of 
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juBtice, and that the provision of a Divine Mediator is a 
quite needless expedient. Mauj have long been agreed 
that the dogmas of a few conceit^ witlings of philosophers 
are fiir more to be trusted to than the truth of God^ as 
delivered by Him who is the light of the world; and that 
the fidth of a Paul, a Peter, and a John, is something so 
SDtiqnated, absurd, mystical, and unworthy of a cultivated 
mindf that it ought not merely to be contemptuously re- 
jected, but aealously opposed, persecuted, and, if possible, 
rooted out by force. Such is the prevailing spuit of our 
modem Christendom, which is at one time tricked out and 
disgoiaed in the forms and language of Christian truth, and 
at another walks forth in the unblushing hardihood of 
naked infidelity. The poison circulates in every quarter, 
and amid ail classes and ranks in life, and is sucked in by 
our children even with their mother^s milk. Millions of 
men, baptised in the name of Christ, lie at the feet of this 
shameless spirit of lies. Travel through the country, and 
you will hear its noisy voice at every public table; mix in 
company, and it will discover itself in almost every conver- 
lation; go from one church to another, and in most you 
win find this spirit of seduction in the preacher and exposi^ 
tor; cast a glance over many of our modem hymn-books 
and catechisms, and instead of the Spirit of Grod, this spirit 
of darkness, in the mask of religion, will confront you; 
yea, and in our schools too, there are everywhere altars of 
Ifoloeh, where our children are sacrificed to this demon. 
Yes, my brethren, a review of the whole Christian world 
in the present day, is enough to make every pious spirit 
among us shudder. The time is dark and evil ; the spirit 
of antichrist is in the world to a degree in which it seldom 
Was before; and it is almost time to join in the com- 
plaint of the psalmist, "Help, Lord I for the godly man 
eeaseth; for the faithful fail from the children of men," 

PnL zii. 1. 

Surely, then, many think far too favourably of the pre- 
sent times, which are in trath no other than times of the 
Host mournful degeneracy* But do not others think far 
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too gloomily of them? Doubtless they do, at least we 
would fain believe so ; and an experience Eke that of EKjah, 
which we haye now before us, cannot but confirm us in this 
belief. Assuredly the Lord has in this worid, besides the 
saints with whom we are acquainted, a hidden seed, whom 
we neyer know ; and many a land and city would have been 
long ago made like Sodom and Gomorrah, had not the 
small remnant of righteous persons in them averted tiie 
lightning of the divine displeasure. " The kingdom of God 
Cometh not with observation/* for, behold, "the kingdom of 
God is within you.** We do not sufficiently keep this in 
mind, even as Elijah did not, and thereby we often nnww- 
rantably narrow the boundaries of this kingdom. 

It is not infrequently the case, my brethren, that we 
measure the temple of God with a very incorrecA measBxing 
line, and therefore err greatly in regard to its breadth and 
extent. It is, for example, commonly taken for granted 
that where there are no enlightened preachers there can be 
no true Christians. But do we not remember the promise 
of God, that where the shepherds are unfaithful he will take 
charge of the flock himself; and has he ever made there- 
generation of his elect entirely dependant on human instrs- 
mentality ? Lo, in the midst of the desert, he often plants 
with his own hand the loveliest roses ; and in the wildest 
brakes, away from the haunts of men, he often wakes for iii 
the sweetest notes of the nightingale. 

We are so apt to think, too, that where nothing is heaid 
of awakenings no awakenings take place. But must there 
always be a storm of wind when it rains, and cannot ehO' 
dren be bom to the Lord like dew from the womb of th0 
morning, silently and secretly, before day-break, and when 
men are yet asleep? Again, we take it for granted tnat 
where we hear nothing of opposition there can be no decided 
Christians. Certainly the words still hold good, " I am not 
come to send peace on the earth, but a sword ;** this is the 
general rule. Still there may be Christians who, though 
free from the fear of man, pursse so quiet, retired, and gentle 
a comrse that they do not provoke the enmity of the children 
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dI the world ; and if the Lord say to Laban, " Take heed 
dttt thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad/* can Laban 
let otherwise ? We farther take it for granted that in ccr- 
lin circumstances and situations, as, for example, in an 
nfidel and worldly-minded court, a child of God cannot 
)0S8ibly be found. But do we not see from the example of 
i Joseph, an Obadiah, and a Daniel, that this may very 
veQ happoi? And Obadiah, too, seems to haye possessed 
ihe confidence and esteem of so bad a man as Ahab. 

The state of Christianity is not infrequently estimated 
yy the religious meetings which are held in any place, and 
yy the number of those who attend them. But is this al- 
vays a right ground of judgment ? Is it not possible that 
n a district where no such meetings are held many true 
Mints of God may still be found, who are restrained from 
wming together only by reserve and timidity — and both 
ire know can exist even in true believers — and who are 
>bliged to preserve secrecy like those in Elijah's days? 
Ind is it not a part of the Lord's guidance of many souls, 
that^hey feel themselves directed much more to secret and 
retired intercourse with their Lord, than to much intercourse 
irith their brethren? Hence, from the fact that there exists 
bi a certain quarter no active feeling in favour of religious 
iiatitutions, such as Bible and missionary societies, we can- 
lot with any certainty draw the conclusion that no lively 
uhristians are there to be found. Perhaps all that is want- 
ag is sufficient information on such subjects, or judicious 
neaDB to excite interest in them ; or, perhaps, these sincere 
lervants of God have so much to do with themselves, so 
trach to engross them in their own spiritual wants and diffi- 
nlties, that they have not yet found it possible to turn 
heir attention to public efforts of this kind. All this is 
losdble. But where no works of pious writers are sought 
W and read ; where there is no intelligence of the progress 
li the gospel ; no tracts and no sermons, surely we may 
bfer that there is a total want of spiritual life ? Oh no, 
be conclusion is premature. I know some whom you would 
in acknowledge to be saints were 1 to pame them, whonevet- 
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theless read nothing in the world but their Bible and Hymn- 
boolL, and daily wipe their eyes for joy that in these they 
have such a treasure, and will tell you that in these they 
possess a library which in their whole life they will nerw 
exhaust, and that they find nothing so beautiful anywhere 
as in their old Bibles. Who can blame them, or force other 
books upon them in which, as they truly say, there is 
nothing so beautiful ? And of such persons there may be 
more than we imagaine. 

It is not uncommon for us also to make the number of 
the faithful smaller than it is, by defining too arbitrarily and 
narrowly the marks of a state of grace. We presume, for 
example, to prescribe to the Holy Spirit, who is free, as the 
wind bio weth where it listeth, a certain fixed course which he 
must follow in the conversion of all; and even set up f(tf s 
standard the history of his work with ourselves in turning oi 
unto the Lord. But who are we, that we should direct the 
Spirit of the Lord, or be his counsellors to teach him ? Ete^ 
nal Wisdom has chosen our earth for its theatre ; and umfo^ 
mity is not its favourite style, either in the kingdom of niture 
or of grace ; but its great law is variety in unity. Though 
thou hast had to struggle thy way into the land of promiM 
through the Hed Sea of a sudden, violent, and all but dei- 
perate agony of repentance, why may not the Spirit have 
led another by a path of more gentle sadness, that ^ 
sweetened from the first by the hope of grace? His re- 
pentance is in substance entirely like thine own, only not 1* 
form and outward sign. If thou hadst long to sigh aod 
groan ere thy sins were forgiven thee, yet grudge no^ 
thy brother liis earlier taste of the graciousness of the 
Lord; and doubt not the soundness of his converdoDi 
which is the fruit of the same Spirit. If thou hast had 
grace given thee to attain with greater readiness to a 
blameless walk and conversation, while thy poor brother 
has day and night to feel the torture *' of the thorn in the 
flesh,'* and is once and again beaten to the ground by the 
blows of the messenger of Satan, and can hardly di^ the 
tears of his first repeptance, art thou therefore to acyudge 
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m no child of God ? If it is given thee to talk to much 
ification of thy knowledge and experiences in the spiritual 
3, must the gift be therefore distributed to all, and shall 
Bre be no silmt, resenred, and retiring saints of Gk)d ? 
id if thou hast within thee a fervent impulse to awaken 
lers, and to labour like an apostle in preaching from the 
usetops and exhorting in season and out of season, while 
lers show none of thy urgency, and have neither the gift 
r tfae.pressing call within, wilt thou on that account im- 
ich their faith as dead and spurious ? How rash would 
:h conclusions be I And yet. my brethren, there is too 
tch amongst us of this hastiness in judging and measur- 
; others by &lse and self-made standards ; and if we but 
•ked more to the chief and essential matter, the contrite 
lit and the spirit of luve to the Saviour, and held feist in 
sssential things to the great principle, '^ There are diver- 
ges of gifts, but the one Spuit," I doubt not we should 
kon many a precious soul in our brotherhood, that we 
w unjustly cast off from us as not belonging to the body 
Christ. 

[I. Elijah, as we have seen, received an express revela- 
Q respecting the faithful in Israel and their number. The 
rd unveiled to him the hidden church, and we may easily 
leeive his astonishment at the unexpected discovery. He 
1 regarded himself as the only light in the darkness of 
naria, and all at once a whole firmament of elect souls 
ids its rays on him, which only the clouds of unbelief had 
(n« concealed. 

[t still happens in the present day, to the praise of God*8 
CO, that the church is refreshed with such delightful 
ooveries. Often where we looked for nothing but briars 
{ thorns, the Lord surprises us by the view of flowers of 
adise blooming in the spiritual garden ; and where we 
ught of nothing but Egyptian darkness on every side, 
I said to us, in a higher sense than to Abraham, " Look 
fard and tell the stars, if thou canst number them.** 
tis lately, in a village in France, the Lord opened up to 
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oar sight the cottage of a notorious fortune-teller, and du> 
covered to us, instead of a family of degraded imposters, a 
peaceful and happy company of the lambs of Christ^s flock, 
gathered in a short space from the most outcast vice and 
misery. So likewise there was very recently found, in one ci 
the most dissipated cities in the world, a spiritual plantation 
of Divine grace, which we should never have looked for in 
such a moral desert ; and yet it had bloomed from year to year 
in secret, known only to the heavenly Husbandman who had 
planted and watered it. In another quarter, and you knov 
it well, where the voice of preaching had long been silent, 
we were lately called upon to witness whole companies d 
the most sincere and lively children, which the Lord himaetf 
had regenerated by his Spirit, without human means, so 
that the church was constrained to say, " Who hath b^- 
ten me these ?" and to look upon them as " dew from the 
womb of the morning.** And in another place we unex* 
pectedly were made to see, through the intervention of a 
pious emperor, three hundred saints, of whom almost no 
one knew any thing, lately step forth from the prisons of 
malefactors — three hundred who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal, who therefore had kin in irons without the emper(v'> 
knowledge. Sometimes the Lord leads us — ^it was a happi* 
oess I frequently enjoyed in my former charge — to find, 
among the rudest and most abandoned crew of sailors, 8om0 
old mariner who has grown grey amidst the most hardened 
associates, and, behold I he is steering toward Jerusalem, 
and his pole-star is the star of Bethlehem ; or some roogb 
barge-man or sailor, with the most rugged aspect, who btf 
grown up in the seat of the scomers, and, behold I through 
his rude exterior glistens the pure gold of genuine piet/i 
and beneath his canvass-jacket beats a heart moored by 
that anchor which entereth into that within the veil. Ana 
again, as has frequently happened to us, we enter a house 
to preach repentance towards God to some one whom we 
imagine spiritually dead, and are completely disanned, 
how happily disarmed, by the sweet smile with which we 
are saluted, and which is reflected from the peace of a soul 
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,hat lias long tasted that the Lord is gracious and known 
perhaps more of the depth of Christian experience than 
)arselves. Such discoveries, my friends, are far more pre- 
;iouB than any made by those who dig for gold or sail 
round the world in quest of novelty ; and it is impossible 
;o express how deeply they put to shame the feebleness 
)f our courage, strengthen our fidth, and enlaige our hearts, 
low much more cautious and charitable they teach us to 
ye in our judgments of others, and how much more bright 
lad hopeful they make our view of the world at large. 
Since I found among yourselves such hidden jewels of 
Uth, of which I formerly knew nothing, my whole flock 
rises before me in a new light ; and, when I make my 
rounds among you, I feel like one who is passing with 
excited hopes through the rich shaft of a mine, where 
one stroke of the hammer to the right or to the left 
may at any moment bring to light a new vein of precious 
metaL 

Tesy however barren the church may at any time be of 
spiritual life and converting influence, it is assuredly never 
so poor and destitute of the fruits of Divine grace as we in 
onr doubtfulness are apt to imagine. I am persuaded that if 
it should only please God to lift the veil, we would be sur- 
prised at any moment with a spectacle which could only be 
compared with the final resurrection. As when a general 
plans an ambuscade, he breaks up his squadrons into small 
detachments, and plants a straggling handful here and there, 
in cave and hollow, amid rocks and bushes, so that nothing 
is seen but the bare mountain and the lonely silent forest. 
But when the enemy thoughtlessly draws near, the trumpet 
gives the signal and straightway a cloud of warriors arises 
from the earth as by enchantment and hurls its thunders on 
tlie foe, to his mortal terror and the loud triumph and 
applause of tlie friendly legions that survey the scene. 
Thus the Captain of the heavenly host has an ambushed 
army in the world, and he needs only to blow the trumpet, 
as he will do in due time, according to Zeeh. x. 8, to call 
op sights before us like that which Elijah^s servant saw on 
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the monnt of Dothan, 2 Kings vi. 17. How often has H 
fiappened in a church in which for years there had heen a 
famine of the bread of life, and where there was room for 
doubt whether a single real believer was concealed, that a 
single sermon by a stranger, who awakened the old sound 
of the gospel in its pulpit, has proved the signal for calliog 
forth, all at once, numbers of timid sheep from their cod- 
cealment, who gathered tiiemselves, after service, arousd 
the valued stranger, to be taught the way of Gt)d more per- 
I'ectly, and to enjoy a little longer the beamd of that blessed 
light which had long been quenched in their own sky. 
May not such experiences, of which there are not a few, be 
regarded by us as the grapes brought back by Caleb and 
Joshua from the promised land, which gave evidence of the 
riches of whole vineyards that remained to be explored. 

All, how great shall be our surprise at the last, when 
eternity shall lift up every veil, and disclose to us that 
portion of the church of God, which remained here on 
earth withdrawn from our view, either by the soft disgaise 
of reserve and modesty, or the unhappy cover of fear of 
persecution, or the dark screen of a faulty and deficient 
Ciiristian practice, through which the light of faith did not 
force its way I And not only in eternity, but also in thia 
world, such a joyfully surprising disclosure of the hidden 
church awaits us ; and who knows how near the days may 
be, when the prophetic question of the Song of Songs (ti. 
10) shall resound in the church, "Who is she that looketli 
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, dear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners ?" 

III. When you look up in the day-time to the heavena, . 
tell me where are the stars of God ? They stand there as 
ever fixed in the fimament, but the eye cannot distingulab 
them. Wait until evening. Night invites them forth from 
their concealment, and in the dark you behold their gentle 
rays again glancing from above. As the natural stars, so 
are the stars in the firmament of grace. In the sunshine oi 
gentle and untroubled days of peace, they are scarcely to 



EUJAH THE TISHBITB. 228 

^ discemdd, and the distinction between them and the 

better sort of men of the world is often far from striking. 

But have patience till eyening, and their glory will burst 

forth upon you in all its radiance. As doubtless, at the 

tune when Hazael the Syrian broke in upon the land with 

fire and sword, the seven thousand in Israel were brought 

to light ; 80 also, on the day of the mighty sifting which 

smuts the Christian world, we shall be better able rightly 

to measure the temple of the Lord upon earth. 

These days of purification are rapidly hastening on. The 
most yaried signs are no longer awanting, which, as the 
$torm>birds foretell the hurricane, announce to us the ap- 
liToach of the period when the Lord will appear with his 
an in his hand, and will thoroughly purge his floor. The 
vrj of the watchman upon Zion*s walls become daily more 
and and alarming. Prophecy hastens to its fulfilment. If 
t should come to pass, that the mark of the beast is brand- 
ed on our foreheads at the point of the sword, and nothing 
ntt an open denial of Christ and his gospel can save from 
<fftuie or a bloody death, the dross will then be separated 
rom the fine gold in the church ; and it will be made appa- 
ent where the essence of godliness was to be found, and 
rhere only the tinsel counterfeit. Ah, how many stars, of 
rhich we now have no such presentiment, will then fall 
nom the firmament of the church, since they shone only 
rith their own light, and not with the true lustre of Christ^s 
race ; and what clouds of chaff shall we see scattered by 
lie wind, that now appear only as rich gamers of wheat I 
Vnr every spirit that was not the Spirit of the Lord, shall 
e unable to withstand the fiery trial of those days, and all 
ball appear in the shame of its own nakedness, that now 
Bsumes the ornaments of the sanctuary of itself, and has 
ot been clothed with them by the hand of the Lord. 
But just at this very time, when the trees which have no 
nn root shall be overthrown ; and when, on th« one hand, 
lere shall be no end of the ranks of false brethren that 
ike their departure, the thousands, on the other hand, of 
horn we know nothing at present, shall cast away their 
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disguise, and with the cries of " hosanoab,** shall gather 
under the banner of the martyrs. If no other choice re- 
mains, but between Christ and Belial, then those who, like 
Nicodemus, have shunned disclosure, shall no longer hesitate 
to avow themselves openly on the side of Christ. Many 
who now cannot resist a look of irony, and are ready to give 
up the honour of their Master through fear of ridicule, will 
then, when the danger of confessing Christ waxes greater, 
stand all at once like heroes on the field. He who formedy 
could deny his Lord to escape the raillery of a mud>Be^ 
vant, will now, for his Lord^s sake, submit to be nailed to 
the cross, when no simple denial will save him, but a solom 
forswearing of allegiance to his Saviour. The most gentle 
and dove-like temper, that in its calm retreat, amid pnyer 
and meditation, busied itself little with the outward wozltL 
will now, when insulted with the proposal to deny the Lord 
of glory, kindle in holy zeal, and feel constrained to laA 
adieu to its seclusion, and go forth without the camp bearing 
the reproach of Immanuel. Many, whose wings drooped 
in the days of repose, will now, when the sky is overcast 
mount up and brave the storm like young eagles ; and the 
weakest and most timid in the church shall be as David. 
Thus one joyful appearance after another shall surprise ni 
in those days. The deeper the night, the more richly 
gemmed and bright will be the firmament. The elect shaS 
be gathered from the four winds, and shall come forth from 
their disguise like a new and blooming creation ; and ire 
shall be *' like them that dream,*' when we hear our own | 
hosannah sent back a thousand-fold in living echoes from 
the ends of the earth. 

But what will strike us with the greatest and most agree- 
able surprise in that time, if we live to see it, is, that it will 
be ^ven to us poor timid sheep who are so weak in &itK 
for the sake of Jesus, if need be, to descend cheerfully int. 
the furnace of trial, and to glorify God by a dying test! 
mony. What the Lord says of the seven thousand in ovt 
text, will then apply to us, "I have reserved them unto 
me ;" and no one who is reserved for God has any ground 
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They are reserved, into whatever temptations and 
68 they may fall. Sin in their members may, indeed, 
ind womid, but it cannot destroy or slay them ; they 
9rved, Satan may sorely buffet them, and bring them 
3 the pit ; but he cannot overwhelm them, they shall 
18 field more than conquerors. The world may invade 
ith formidable assaults and. oppress them for a sea* 
at that is the utmost. At last, though soiled with 
Bt of conflict, they escape victorious from the yoke, 
e world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good 
[ have overcome the world," saith the Lord. And 
ley are reserved, however unworthy, when the last 
: purification shall be kindled on the earth, and the 
nring scourge of final trial shall pass through the 

and the world. Be of good cheer, therefore, all of 
10 are in the Lord! Come what will, the seed of 
Lb reserved. The almighty himself is the rock on 
the church is built ; how then should the gates of 
Bvail against her? Let the clouds gather and por- 
18 storm; let Hazael and Jehu whet their swords 
ike them ready I '' Tet,*' saith the Lord, " have I 

seven thousand in Israel ; aU the knees which have 
wed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
um." • 

IS then, my brethren, open our hearts to the consol- 
8, that not only we ourselves shall be certainly pre- 

though thousands fall at our right hand, and ten 
id at our left, but that an innumerable company be- 
hall, at the sound of the signal of great tribulation, 
\ themselves all around us, of which, as yet, in the 
B88 of our faith, we have hardlv dreamed. For thus 
18 Lord, Zech. x. 9, ** I will sow them among the 
and they shall remember me in far countries ; and 
all live with their children and turn again.'* Yes, 
scattered them like giains of seed all over the world, 
ider the dews of his Spirit, they may spring up as 
slanting of the Lord that he may be glorified^*' 
place and every family, where such livine «i^^ S& 

15 
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deposited, though it were no more than a single grain; 
may be aLready accounted blessed. Who can tell how thi» 
single grain may multiply and increase! Often, indeed, 
that holds true of this seed, which the apostle affirms of 
the natural grain of wheat, '' that it is not quickened except 
it die." Belieying parents, friends, and teachers, must often 
first be laid in the dust, and then their prayer is yisibly 
heard ; their example and exhortations come home with 
mighty power to the heart ; the blossoms of spiritual life 
first rise from their ashes ; the penitential tears of bereayed 
friends first fall on their graves, and the harvest of their 
sowing is not reaped except around their tombs. Their 
labour is never in vain in tlie Lord ; the stock of the pioiu 
will not die in the ground. " They that were sown," saith 
the Lord, " shall live with their children and turn again; 
they shall increase and be multiplied.'' 

Let us rejoice then, my friends, at so elevating a pro* 
spect. Let us, in judging of the kingdom of God, break 
loose from those fetters of narrow-mindedness, in which 
former generations were held bound. Let us renounce the 
habit of selecting outward marks and tokens of saintshijp, | 
which, as they are not set forth by the great Shepherd, 
cannot but be presumptuously applied by us in estimatiqg 
the number of his flock. Time was, when a man was ac- 
counted a saint of God, only when he was cast in this 
mould, and squared after that pattern; and, genecall/} 
the badge of distinction was a poor and insignificant for- 
mality, some fashion of dress, or gesture, or speech, or 
place, or ritual ; some phrase of doctrine, or shibboleth 
of party. But this time is gone by. Judgment in the 
church of God has now become more strict, because more 
spiritual ; and yet, at the same time, more liberal and free 
from prejudice. We look not at the garb and cut of out- 
ward ceremonial, but at the spirit and life which shines 
through it ; and where these are wanting, we will not be 
duped and blinded by the trappings of form. But where 
the breath of that life comes fresh upon our souls, no mat- 
ter from what community, we give full course to our joji 
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and seek no outward uniformity in the church of God. Nay, 
^e find it a beauty of Zion, that unity and variety so har 
ooDiously adorn her towers and her palaces. Let this, my 
^'endsy be your &vourite rule of judgment; and in the 
loearare in which your charities enlarge, will the Christian 
world assume a happier and morn hopeful aspect. 

Away then with that spiritual hypochondria, whose 
§OQmj reflections overcast even the bright side of the 
charch of Grod with the shades of night, and which de- 
fights ^th its dismal oracles to eclipse even the star of 
Iwpe, and to hide by its portents of clouds and storm the 
prospect of better days to come. Let us chase away the 
Ind of night by pouring in upon its darkling haunts the 
bright rays of Divine promise, and forget its dirges of woe 
b the sweeter chorus with which all birds of happier omen 
ue already saluting the rising sun. We know who is king 
bGrod^s holy hill of Zion, and to whom the uttermost parts 
of the earth are given for a possession. '' Behold, the Lord 
Sod will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for 
^ He shall build the temple of the Lord, and give him- 
idf no rest until he has made Jerusalem a praise in the 
•rth. The earth shall be full of the knowledge and glory 
i the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ; and they shall 
ome from the east and from the west, and shall sit down in 
!ie kingdom of God." Isa. zl. 10; Ixii. 7; xi. 9 ; Matt. viii. 
L Seeing, then, that we know these things, we rejoice 
PBatly, and look upon the world, not in the gloomy colour- 
ig of our own distempered vision, but in the dawning radi- 
ice of the Sun of Revelation. Christ must reign ; and 
Immt 7don be exalted above all the mountains of the earth. 
Tb will not let our eye be clouded nor our heart depressed 
f the shades of the present, while our hope is fixed on the 
>lden age that lies beyond. Faith plants already amid the 
attest of the conflict the standard of victory, for it sees the 
id : and, though the trophies of Satan be exalted to hea- 
ra, Faith is not dismayed. It sings of the triumph of the 
ord ; for there waves on its banner, as a sacred device, 
lat mighty word of the Most High, — " I have swoxvi \i3 
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myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in rigliteousnesn 
and shall not return : That unto me every knee shall bov'f 
every tongue shall swear, and say, In the Lord have 1 
righteousness and strength/' Isa. xlv. 23, 24. 



Vn.-THB CALLING OF ELISHJL 

If we find everywhere occasion to admire the " manifold 
wisdom*' of our blessed Saviour, it is yet nowhere more 
admirable than in his intercourse with sinners. The minute 
regard which we find him taking of the nicest shades of indi- 
vidual character, in the most various instances, and the won- 
derful discrimination with which he treats every one exactlr 
as his temper and circumstances required, are matter of 
unbounded astonishment, and discover to us the Searcher ol 
hearts, " who knew what was in man." 

We have a striking example of this in Luke ix. 54-62. 
We here see the Saviour dealing with the four principal 
temperaments of human nature, the choleric, the sanguine, 
the phlegmatic, and the melancholy : and how masterly i* 
the style in which each is treated I 

First, we have the choleric temperament, with its violent 
excitability, and its strong though speedily exhausted im* 
pulse to activity. The inhabitants of a Samaritan village 
in which Jesus, on his way to Jerusalem, intended to lodge, 
refused to receive him ; when his disciples James and Jobs 
heard this, they were excited to violent anger, and in fierce 
exasperation these '^sons of thunder" come before their 
Master, and with flashing eyes appeal to him, " Lord, wilt 
thou that we command fire to come down from heaven and 
consume them, as Elias did ?" Here we have the choleiio 
disposition. And the Lord, to cool their hot indignation, 
and temper their spirits to a softer strain, in the most admi- 
rable manner refrains from uttering a word of direct reproof, 
which would have been to pour oil upon the flame, but pre- 
sents his own heart as a contrast to theirs^ and opens to 
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^hem a hambling view into the depth of his love for sinnein. 
aod the compassionate design of his mission. " The Son of 
man," he says, '* is not come to destroy roen*s lives, but to 
save them.*' What could have been more appropriate to 
allaj their sinfiil excitement, to teach them a needful lesson 
of humility, and to give their feelings a different tone, than 
these gracious and gentle words of the compassionate Friend 
of sinners? 

Shortly after this scene, a person comes up to Jesus with 
great marks of readiness and joy, and addresses him in the 
kognage of fresh excitement, '' Lord, I will follow thee, 
whithersoever thou goest.** Here we have the sanguine 
temperament, with its quick impulse, its wide susceptibility of 
feeling, its rapid faculty of conclusion ; but at the same time, 
frith its defect of deep and abiding impression, of laborious 
effort, and of perseverance. The Saviour saw into the in- 
most depths of this man^s character, and knew that his 
purpose was formed in the heat of the moment, under the 
immediate influence of his own splendid miracles and 
Hvinely gracious aspect. He, therefore, recalls the enthu- 
ikst from his momentary fervour to calmness and discretion, 
lod teaches him to sit down and count the cost of his offer 
if service. ''The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
isve nests, but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
lend." 

Another soon falls in the way, who is not so hasty with 
lis acceptance of discipleship. '' Follow me,'' says the 
xffd with distinctness and emphasis. But he replies, 
' Suffer me first to go and bury my father ;" as if he had 
lid, '* Allow me to live in my father's house till he dies ; 
win then reflect farther on the subject." Who can mis- 
ake in this man the phlegmatic temperament, with its slow 
xdtability, its calm equanimity, its cautious reflectiveness, 
rhich, though free from hazard of violence and mischief, 
MS too readily into timidity, indifference, and sloth. Our 
iOrd again treats this person in a wonderful manner, as be- 
itted his disposition. His language is strong, penetrating, 
rousing, and fitted to beget rapid and steadfast decmoxL Va 
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this procrastinating spirit. " Let the dead bary their dead, 
but go thou and preach the kingdom of Grod." 

The Lord meets with a fourth, whom he had probably 
Huticipated also, by saying to him, " Follow me.^ Bat be 
replies with clouded brow and downcast look, '' Lord, I will 
i'ollow thee ; but let me first bid them farewdl which are at 
home at my house/' Can you doubt of what temperament 
tliis man is? It is the melancholy, with its faculty of alow, 
but deep and lasting excitement, which comes more by 
stealth, tlian sudden surprise; its prevailing tendency to 
care and sadness, its capacity of labour and energetic devo- 
tion to its purposes. These characteristics appear in hii 
very language to our Lord. The first thing that the call d 
Jesus suggests to him, is its dark and fearful consequences 
His brooding mind is full only of presentiments of sufferii^ 
or death, and so he will once more embrace his relatiTefl, 
and stretch the band of farewell to them, it may be, for the 
last time. Hete there was needed, most of all, a firm, 
courageous, and ministering word, that would scatter tbe 
clouds of his depression, and help his resolution to break 
through a host of fears. He needed an arousing call to tbe 
standard ; and this the Lord addresses to bim, " No man 
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, ia ft 
for the kingdom of God." Li all these cases, we are at a 
loss which most to admire, the penetrating glance of the 
Searcher of hearts ; the skill of the great Physician ; the 
infinite condescension of the Prince of Peace. 

In the last of these occurences, which we have hastily 
reviewed, there appears an allusion to a scene of the Old 
Testament history. What the person whom Jesus called 
liere requests for himself, is the same favour that Eliaba 
asked of Elijah before he followed at his call, and our Lord, 
in the words, '* He that putteth his hand to the ploagb," 
&c., appears to have intended to hold up the conduct ol 
Klisha to imitation as an <>.xample of quick and cheedd 
decision. You ask, in what the excellence of tliis exam- 
ple consisted? Our present lecture shall answer thi£ 
question. 
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1 KINGS x!x 19-Sl. 

A departed thence, and found Eliaha the son of Shaphat, who waa 
ig with twehre yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth : and 
assed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, 

after El^ah, and said. Let me, I pray tiiee, kiss my father and my 
and then I wfll follow thee. And he said unto him, Qo back agalni 

have I done to thee ? And he returned back from him, and took 
f oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of 
1, and gave unto the people, and they did eat; then he arose, and 
BT El^ah, and ministered unto him.** 

ih has returned from Horeb, with lightened heart, 
>pe8 more high than at any former period of his pro- 
labour. We now find him in the comitry of Saraariai 
to accomplish the commission which the Lord had 
Km him. He caUa Elisha^ and EUsha obeys the call; 
xe the two points which are now to be considered. 

he scene of our history is changed. From the lonely 
eary desert around Mount Sinai, we are carried back 
18 prophet to the smiling lowlands of Jordan, and 
pon the fruitful plains that surround the little town 
1-meholah. We here meet with twelve husbandmen 
their ploughs; eleven of them are servants, — ^the 
is the son of the rich proprietor himself. His name 
ha, and his father's Shaphat. He does not think it 
1 his dignity to put his own hand to the work ; he 
in the sweat of his brow his yoke of oxen before him, 
le of his servants. It was a pleasure, at this season, 
nbroad in the fields, and to walk behind the plough, 
essing of God filled all the air with fragrance, and 
ds that for three years and a half had been a barren 
less, appeared now, after the copious floods of rain, 
)nt of the seed-time, to unfold, in the luxuriance of 
ind ear, their newly derived powers. How often 
ese husbandmen, as they broke up their genial fur- 
ave talked with each other of the mighty wonders 
hich Jehovah had lately visited their native land! 
(ten noay the name of Elijah have been mentioned 
e fiery sign on Carmel made the subject of the live* 
lenssion I For they had probably been eye-witnessea 
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of that great miracle ; and might belong to the seven thoQ' 
sand that had not bowed their knees to Baal. It may be, 
that they were even now conversing of those wonderful 
days, when, behold, a man draws near to them, dad in a 
hairy mantle, and with a leathern girdle about his loins. 
He approaches with firm step ; and the oxen stand still, and 
the husbandmen look at each other with inquiring &ce8, u 
if they would say, "Who can this stranger be, and what 
brings him here ?" But who shall describe their joyful sur- 
prise, as they recognize in this solitary traveller, who now 
hastens forward with quicker steps to the son of Shaplia^ 
the very man whose name had deeds resoimd throii<;h the 
whole country — Elijah the Tishbite. 

Elijah, says the sacred historian, found Elisha. Wbo- 
ther he knew him before, or now discovered him by a special 
miracle, we are not informed. This much we may be ce^ 
tain of, that Elijah had not for a long time made a more 
valuable acquaintance. Elisha was the first child of God, 
whom, after a long period of solitude, he had the happiness 
to meet ; and he found va the person of the son of Sbaphat, 
the first and chief of the seven thousand, and the first living 
seal of the promise granted him in the miraculous appea^ 
ance at Horeb, on behalf of his people. The simple and 
pious Elisha was the man in whose mission would be heard, 
through the land of Israel, the still small voice of G^'s 
tender mercy and redeeming love, to convert and win their 
hearts to the Lord. He was the first messenger of Jehovah 
who was called to sow the seed of peace in the furrows 
which his precursor had torn up by judgments, and to make 
the bones that had been broken to rejoice. In his very 
name we have an indication of his peculiar commission* 
Elisha signifies, "My God is salvation," and it may be writ- 
ten as a running title over his whole history. His labours, 
as compared with those of his great predecessor, appear 
evangelical. He goes about in meekness; and his course is 
calm and noiseless. His footsteps are attended everywhere 
by benefits and blessings : and it is not the terrible ma- 
jesty or the burning jealousy of the Lord, but the mild and 
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gracious light of Jehoyah's condescension, that shines in 
almost all his actions. He stretches not forth his hand to 
shot heaven, but to bring down its showers of blessing. He 
opens not his mouth in sentences of wrath and terror ; but 
his doctrine drops as the rain, and his speech distils as the 
dew. His office is to help and heal. The great doctrine of 
his prophetic life is, **' The Lord is gracious." A new period 
was, therefore, to commence with Elisha^s mission, in the 
providential training of Israel ; a season of Divine loving- 
kiodness, after the days of penal judgments and legal thun- 
iers; a time of the still small voice, after the storm, the 
earthqaake, and the fire. Elijah foresaw this, at least 
(obscurely ; and hence we may conceive with what delight 
he must have embraced Elisha, as the man in whom his 
dearest hopes of the regeneration of Israel were centred. 

Elijah found him behind the plough. It is not without 
feason that this is expressly recorded in the history. We 
ire famished in tliis with a pleasing picture of a man, who, 
with all his gifts, remained poor and lowly in his own eyes, 
and led a humble and imassuming life. Others, in his place, 
would soon have come to the conclusion that they were too 
good for the plough, and born for a higher sphere than that 
of a simple farmer, and that they ought not to bury their 
talents in obscurity, but cultivate them in schools of learn- 
ing, aud then come forth on the stage of public life, to 
enlighten and guide the world. Such thoughts never once 
occurred to Elisha. His pretensions went not beyond his 
plough and his husbandry ; he saw his vocation to these 
quiet and rural occupations, and was perfectly satisfied with 
his lot, and had no wish to " seek great things for himself.*' 
How much more amiable and beautiful is this temper than 
the opposite one, of which we find in the present day too 
many examples among Christians. ** Labour for the king- 
dom of God," is become the universal watchword of our 
times. We rejoice in it, but with mingled feelings. Alas, 
how much do we see of vanity and self-complacent love of 
management manifesting itself on this field of activity 1 
Hardly has any one made up his miud that he has about 



234 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE.. 

some small measure of spiritual ^ts, than he begins ta 
regard himself as a pillar of the church of God. The con- 
ditiou and calling in which he has hitherto been is now n9 
longer suited to him. He must talk of a " higher sphere <f 
wefidness,''^ to which he feels himself bom. He must pro- 
pose to become minister, missionary, or professor, and yet, 
all the wliile, the inward call to which he appeals may be 
nothing more than a vain ambitious movement of his own 
lieart. Doubtless, we should let our light shine before moi; 
only, each in the situation where God has fixed his lot 
The Lord does not intend by such a direction to make all 
" his people prophets." It is not merely thy lips, but thy 
life from which the light is to radiate. It is in the total 
impression which thy life has made on the church and oo 
the world, tliat we are to seek its worth as a missionaiy 
life ; its influence as a manifestation of the glory of God. 
Didst thou but make others feel, in all thy purposes and 
actions, that thou art partaker of a higher life and that 
there dwells in thee a more than mortal happiness, thoa 
wouldst then cast around thee that blessed heavenly lighi 
of which thy Saviour speaks; and thou wouldst preach th« 
gospel as the " power of God," more effectually than can 
be done by words. And remember that those spiritnal 
lights have the purest radiance, that shine unconscious of 
their own brightness ; and that those divine flowers diffose 
the sweetest fragrance which bloom in the hidden spots 
where God has placed them, and court the shade. 

One reason why we find, in the present day, so much 
unauthorized eagerness to press upon the stage of public 
activity is the great poverty of the times in truly great and 
commanding religious spirits. No eagle pinions at present 
soar in our firmament ; and hence the smaller birds want a 
measure of their own littleness, and are not ashamed to 
regard that scantling of spiritual gifts which they pos- 
sess as an evidence of a Divine call to great and exalted 
things. 

Away from the walls of Zion with this ill-omened and 
vain activity, which is not of the Father, but of the world J 
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Away from the sacred inclosnre of the chosen people with 
that accnreed idolatry of human instruments, which so 
rooomfally prevails in the church of God I I am persuaded 
that Gk>dy in our days, often calls home liis most excel- 
lent servants and evangelists in the bloom of life and in tlie 
Wl harvest of activity, to secure them from the peril of 
kt idolatrous admiration with which, in what are called 
Bh'gions periodicals, these mortal men are wont to be ex- 
ited to heaven ; and to teach the church that the pillars of 
•8 temple are not flesh, that wisdom does not die with any 
feature, and that none is the basis, the support, and builder 
ipofhis kingdom, but himself alone. 

When Elijah has found Elisha, he takes his prophet^s 
laatle from off his own shoulders, and throws it over those 
r the son of Shaphat, in his own deeply significant way, 
rthout uttering a word. What must have been the feelings 
'the plain and unassuming husbandman on the occasion I 
r be well understood the momentous symbol, and could 
e nothing less in it than his consecration to the prophetic 
ice, and his call to be the assistant, successor, and repre- 
atative of the Tishbite. 

After Elijah had cast his mantle over his successor, he 
nt away without uttering a word ; and this he did to 
ke the meaning of the symbolical action still more im- 
issive. Elisha perfectly understood it. He lays the reins 

the necks of the oxen, leaves them with the plough 
nding in the midst of the field, and liastens after the 
n of God. We do not hear that he resisted the call 
h all manner of objections, or, as is common on such oc- 
ions, made many words about the too great honour done 
1, or his own incapacity for such an office. No, the 
tter was shortly and summarily settled. lie looked not 
the call, but its Author ; not at himself, but promised 
oe and strength. He leaves in God*8 liands the dignity 
I burden of his new office ; the counting of the cost, 
dks he, is spared me by the Lord*8 immediate call ; and 

takes the prophet^s girdle and mantle with as much 
lanimity as formerly the plough and the mattock. O 
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precious simplicity, lovely serenity of a humble and chUd- 
iike spirit 1 

Elisha, however, had more to leave than his team and field. 
His &ther and mother were still alive, and he felt bound to 
apprise them of his high calling, and to desire their parental 
blessing. Accordingly, he asks of Elijah a short inteml, 
saying, '^ Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mo* 
ther, and then I will follow thee." And here I cannot bat 
remark, how differently the history of Elisha begins from 
that of Elijah. We saw the Tishbite descend from the 
mountains of Gilead like a being from another world. 
After his descent and family connexions we inquire in vain. 
He comes upon the stage like a divine meteor, and his fint 
salutation to us is a word of omnipotence, " As the Lord, 
the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not 
be dew nor rain these years, but according to my wordT 
And as we know nothing of his human relatives, so the 
softer feelings of human affection and tenderness seem fo- 
reign to his exalted nature ; and he steps forth giganticallf, 
rising above his age and generation, an original man in eveiy 
point of view. There is scarcely a trace of captivating 
frankness and condescension in his whole history. He that 
would understand him must seek to rise to his level. An 
imposing majesty surrounded his whole demeanour, and 
kept everything about him, as Mount Sinai did the Israel- 
ites, at a reverential distance. 

Now the character of Elisha and the manner of his fint 
appearance are of a quite different order. He appears a 
man of the ordinary stamp. His descent, birth, vocation, 
and outward relations, lie enveloped in no impenetrable mp- 
tery. The sacred narrative leads us back to his cradle, and 
the house of his parents. We are made acquainted with 
his occupation and connexions ; we see him follow the plough 
like any of his servants, and find in him a man with all the 
ordinary feelings of humanity in liis breast, with the share 
of other men in domestic joys and sorrows; bound like them 
in the ties of blood, of affection, and of tenderness to the 
circle in which he lives ; a stranger to none of the sensibi* 
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lities of oor natare, but feeling the pain of separation and 
taking leave of friends, and in every sense endowed with a 
homan heart like that which beats in our own bosoms. No 
awful barriers of dignity stand around him ; we can con- 
fidingly approach him, and feel his presence quicken our 
tnutsnd love. 

All this points to the contrast between the office of Elisha, 
nd that of his more stem precursor. Elijah was like 
mother Moses, a herald of the Divine holiness, and an 
ambtssador of Qod^a wrath against all who violate his law ; 
and, therefore, it behoved him to appear as he did, encircled 
17 tbe glory of the thrice Holy One, and let down all at 
ooce as from the throne of him who is a consuming lire. 
iHiiha, on the contrary, was appointed an evangelist and 
loeBsenger of the grace of Jehovah, and hence he required 
toi^pear in the radiance of a milder light. His office was 
not to ^jhreaten and to terrify, but to allure, to win, to con- 
vert Hence Grod sent him to dwell in the tents of his 
brethren as one of themselves, and set him forth as a friend, 
in whose presence the most timid might feel emboldened, 
ind whose humane and affisLble intercourse might operate 
benignly on the minds of all. 

Elisha, then, must bid farewell to his father and mother. 
In this he shows himself a dutiful and affectionate son ; and 
oor interest is immediately increased in every one, though 
ao entire stranger to us, in whom this trait of character 
ippears. We cannot bring ourselves to imagine that the 
grosser vices can grow on the same soil with filial piety. 
Fsrtings in some degree similar to that which Elisha had 
DOW to undergo, but unspeakably more bitter and painful, 
are those sunderings of soul from soul which take place in 
consequence of the genuine call of grace, when Christ comes 
into a family, not to unite, but to divide parent from child, 
and friend from friend. What is every true conversion but 
a leave-taking of all unconverted men, a hastening away out 
of their moral atmosphere, a withdrawing from the domain 
of their thoughts, opinions, dreams, wishes and efforts, into 
a totally different, and, to them, strange and distant province. 
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No doubt, a happy severance for those who thus " come oat 
and are separate ;*' but it has its pain and bitterness too; 
for it is clouded by the awful uncertainty, whether the ob- 
jects of affection, now left behind, may ever rejoin us to aH 
eternity; and what thought can be more painful than this? 
If there be any one whose dearest friends are still among 
those who are without, and who has, notwithstanding, felt 
no pang of separation, let me tejl him with all plainness, thit 
he either has no love for those whom nature has most dosel^ 
joined to him, or is in no respect as yet essentially separated 
from them ; and though he may put on the form of an out- 
ward difference, is radically at one with them in the views 
and dispositions of an unconverted heart. 

It happens, occasionally, that this spiritual separation 
takes place amid much excitement of passion, with anger 
and strife, and that not merely on the part of those wiio 
remain behind ; (who can be surprised at this?) but even of 
those, who, as they say, " bid farewell to the world." I 
conceive, however, that it is unspeakably more in accord- 
ance with the nature of genuine conversion, that the separa- 
tion take place, on the side of the converted, with tears and 
embraces, as in Elisha^s case; and I confess, that where I 
see it otherwise, it wounds me to the heart, and so cools my 
affection towards the new brother, that I cannot with my 
whole soul bid him welcome. I have seen many a soul 
leave the world and turn to the Lord ; but how bitter the 
partings were, where the conversion was a work of good 
earnest. It seemed as if the persons had never loved their 
relatives till now; and in a certain sense this was true. 
" Oh that my dear father, or my dear mother, would but 
accompany me I Oh that my brother, or my friend, would 
choose the same good part !" How tenderly did they then 
entreat them, " Be ye reconciled unto God." What anxiety 
to perceive any traces of the work of grace in these dear 
relatives I What inward sighing and supplication, " Lord, 
have pity on them also, and heal their souls, as thou hast 
done mine I" What a mourning and weeping, " O Absalom, 
my son, my son !" Happy is the man whom the hand of 
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nercy has led forth from the multitudes of the blind and 
dead into the kingdom of light ; but happier he, who, when 
God bids him arise and depart, need not bid his dearest on 
eirth farewell, but can rejoin them with the welcome greet- 
ing; " Behold, here am I also ; ye went before me, but by 
6od*8 grac6 I have followed after you; my name is written 
with yours in the same book of life, and your Lord and 
Matter is now also mine.** what a blessed welcoming 
isd embracing is this I Lost, but now found; once severed, 
but now united for ever and for ever I ye converted 
pavKits of unconverted children, and ye believing children 
of unbelieving Others and mothers ! soon may such a joyful 
day dawn on your dwellings I 

Elijah has no objection to Elisha's request. '* Go,*' said 
lie, ^ and return again." And to make his parting more 
May, he adds the words, *' Consider wliat I liave done to 
tbee;'** and thereby fixes, as it were, a bond around his 
beart, which should ensure his return. He would thus be 
reminded of the solemn act of investiture which had just 
taken place, and the words would sound like a call of God 
is Jiis ear, enabling him to withstand all the endearments of 
lie parental roof, if he should be tempted by them to falter 
a his purpose. But we have no reason to believe that he 
m exposed to any such seduction His father^s house was 
ot to him a snare and a deep pit, as it has been to many 
mverted children ; lus father and mother were, in all pro- 
ability, pious and devout persons. It was doubtless no 
nail sacrifice to give up a dutiful and affectionate son, pro- 
lUy their only son, and the joy and prop of their old age, 
id that too, to a public office, that could not but expose 
m, in an idolatrous age, to the greatest peril of his life ; 
it the command was from the Lord, and they no doubt 
ere enabled to say with joy, " The will of the Lord be 
me." 

While Elijah was proceeding on his journey towards the 
tj of Samaria, Elisha goes with a beating heart to his 
lher*s house, and relates to his astonished parents the 

* German Verston. 



covenant wim ine ijoru, iook a soienm leave oi ms ] 
station, life, and occupation, and testified his en 
unhesitating surrender and dedication of himself 
who had called him to his office. A like procedi 
friends, must take place, in suhstance, in our own 
and hearts, if we desire to enter into life. " He t 
saketh not all he hath," saith Jesus, " cannot he 
ciple." Whatever thou lovest out of him, or mc 
him, thou must hring to his cross and slay it hefc 
Is mammon thy idol? Renounce it, else Satan hoi 
by a golden chain. Is it worldly honour? Away 
cast back the baubles of this sorceress in scorn, a 
the honour that cometh from God only. Is it wisd 
understanding? Renounce them, and become a 
Christ*s sake. Is it indulgence, luxury, and pride ? 
the slavish bonds, and crucify the flesh with its ai 
and lusts. We cannot be the Lord's, unless we ar 
tirely, with all that we have and are. He must 
whole portion, our all in all. And not only must *< 
up the golden calves themselves, the outward ob 
sinful enjoyment; but the very reins and harness b] 
they drag us after them, our inward lust and concu^ 
must be cast off, nay, most earnestly of all devoted 
struction, and hewn asunder by the sword of the Lo: 
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k^hich the parting Elisha had provided for them. It was 
BQch a feast as that at which Levi, the new disciple, enter- 
tained his Lard, when he put to shame the false austerity 
and captions ignorance of the Pharisees. It was a feast 
of joy called forth by the signal honour which the Lord 
bad done to EHsha and his house. It was a farewell feast, 
b which the ties that bound heart to heart might be 
ilrengthened, and affection might prepare itself for a long 
Ihring on tender recollections. Elisha, the master of the 
feast appears ahready in his new character of prophet ; and 
tbe M relatiomt of every kind seem done away. His'parents 
h(k on with strange solemnity, and with the submission 
due to a minister of Jehovah. The servants who formerly 
uaodated with him as an equal, now sit still and silent, and 
oonot help looking np to him with eyes of wonder ; hanging 
on his lips, and feeling themselves deeply honoured when 
h addresses them with his former kindness. There is joy 
lod cheerfulness in the hearts of all, but a calm reverence 
hts entered the house, and surrounded the table, as if a 
pnnee sat beside it, or an angel were entertained at it not 
''imawares.** The emotions of Elisha himself may be ima- 
gmed. Here he felt himself at home no longer. The pre- 
MDt had lost for him its interest, and his thoughts wandered 
into the future. The mysterious memento which Elijah 
had left with him, had stirred his mind with the deepest 
emotions. He knew well that the casting of the mantle 
over him was the omen of great events, though what these 
erents were to be, he could not tell. A whole world of great 
pwentiments was opening up before him. Dear as his 
&ther*s house was to him, the inward call was not to be re- 
listed, and for his sake it was not to be lamented that the 
hoar of parting came so soon. Once more he gives his pa- 
lents a tender embrace. The thoughts that are too deep for 
utterance shine through their mutual tears. AVith a coninil- 
Bve start he breaks at length away from their arms, grasps 
^th a brother^s kindness the hand of each of his old asso- 
Qates and friends, and hastens forth sad and pensive from 
the house of his fathers. A pilgrim^s staff, and the parental 

16 
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blessing, is all that he carries witfi him. He leaves the care 
of the future with cheerful resignation to Him who had 
called him to his servicei and who clothes the lilies of the 
field. With rapid steps and lightening heart he wanders 
over the plain, and having turned round for the last time to 
bless the home of his childhood, and to commend its dear 
inmates to the care of the great Shepherd of Israel, he tarriee 
no longer by the way, but hastens to overtake his master 
Elijah on the road to Samaria, and to meet the scenes of 
that wonderful future, which lay before him in magic light, 
a more than earthly perspective, a veiled and mystic worid 
of wonder. 

With such struggling of unutterable hope, and sense of 
sovereign attraction, have all of us, my brethren in the faith, 
followed the Lord Jesus, when he cast over our naked sonli 
the mantle of his righteousness, and we found him to be the 
Leader of our salvation, and our Guide to the Father Then 
there was no more leaving of him for ever, and no tarrying 
behind with aught that before was dear ; an unquenchable 
longing to be complete in union with Him allowed us, while 
out of Him, no peace or rest. Our whole desires have re- 
ceived their bias for eternity. A mighty attraction hii 
drawn them all upwards, and through all resistance they 
must follow Him to his throne. Let the might of earth or 
of hell turn the needle from its pole-star ; it is but for an 
hour or a day, and it recoils to its heavenly bent with a 
more sacred violence. The fire that fell from heaven into 
our hearts has kindled the sacrifice, and it must mount again 
to heaven in its own flames. The world is not our rest. 
The satisTaction, the repose, the very element of our sonl^ 
is the presence of Jesus. Would that this glorious picture, 
my dear flock, were realized in all of you. May the wing of 
Divine mercy overshadow you all on earth, and gather yoci 
all under it to everlasting Sabbath rest ! 
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Vm-NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 

" Troth, Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fail 
from the master's table." This was the believing answer 
with which the woman of Canaan surmounted the last ob- 
itade bj which Jesus had tried her faith, Matt. xv. 27, 28. 
And as the brightness of the sun is reflected in a dewdrop, 
the whole glory of the gospel and the deepest experience of 
in trae Christians shines forth in these words of this poor 
outcast from the commonwealth of Israel. 

" Truth, Lord," said the woman ; and how deep, my 
fiiends, is the import of that one word, "Truth." You 
remember the language of the Saviour, " It is not meet to 
Nd^e the children's bread and give it to dogaJ*^ He had 
t{)plied this term to her in common with all who are not 
iuldren of the household. The woman answers, " Truth, 
iOrd;" and thus confesses the justness of the title, and 
enee the condemnation of all who are in a state of nature, 
•at she adds, "yet;" and in this the whole glory of the 
)8pel shines. The words in her mouth stand very near 
ich other; but there stands between them a cross sur- 
fonded with the terrors of Divine wrath ; an altar stream- 
g with the only innocent blood that ever flowed on earth. 
Lamb that taketh away the sin of the world ; a Surety 
at receives the punishment due to the actual offenders. 
essed salvation ! Though, fallen and condemned, we must 
fijh out, " Trutli, Lord," the wonders of Calvary enable us 
• add our " Yet," with heartfelt joy. It is a great and 
fficult step to utter the former, as we see from the expe- 
e&ce of David in the 32d Psalm. But it is not enough for 
ilvation, unless we add the latter, as we see from the case 
f Cain and Judas. Tlie union of both, as in this poor 
Oman of Canaan, is required to form the true saint of God, 
nd wherever the deep feeling of guilt and misery is relieved 
f its bitterness by hope in the mercy of God in Christ, 
'^cre and there only do we find the glory of the gospel 
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• I _ _ _ 

reflected, and the genuine inuutt of the Christian impressed 
on the soul. 

Do you ask why I have commenced this discourse with 
this glimpse into the heart of the woman of Canaan ? One 
iRfeason is, that I wished to shed one cheering ray of light 
over the dismal night-piece which we are about to contem- 
plate ; and another is, that I thought it might contribute te 
guide our judgment of the heart of Ahab, whom we are to 
hear uttering the same words, '^ Truth, Lord," in tliis sod 
the following narrative. Alas, his confession left him short 
of eternal life, since it was not followed by the humble and 
believing words of that firstling of the Gentiles at the coast 
of Sidon. 

1 KINOS zxL 17- 2L 
** And the word of the Lord came to EUJah theTUhbite, mying, Arise, ({• 
down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria : behold, he Is in tlM 
vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it. And thou Adt 
speak nnto him, saying, Tbns saith the Lord, Hast thov killed, and also tidm 
possession ? And thon shalt speak nnto him, saying, Tims saith the Lord, In 
the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, 
even thine. And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thon fonnd me, O mine eneoiyt 
And he answered, I have fonnd thee: because thon hast sold thyself tomik 
evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, I will bring evil upon tiiee, andwO 
take away thy posterity, and will cnt off from Ahab him that pisseth agaiiut 
the wall, and him that is shut np and left in IsraeL** 

About the time when Elijah called Elisha from the 
plough, and consecrated him to be a prophet, a bloody war 
broke out in Israel. Ben-hadad, king of Syria, suddenly 
invaded the country with an immense army, commanded by 
two-and-thirty tributary princes ; but by the help of God 
he was defeated and compelled to sue for peace. Where 
Elijah abode during these tumultuous times we are not in* 
formed. It is only after the troubles are over, that we see 
him again appear in the narrative, and then as an ambassa- 
dor of the God of Justice. He is sent to Samaria to reprove 
king Ahab for his sin. This mission of Elijah is the theme 
of our present meditation. We shall consider, I. Its occa- 
sion. II. Its purpose. III. Its immediate result. 

I. Tlie word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saylngf " Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel which 
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is in Samaria ; behold he is in the vineyard of Naboth, wlii- 
ther he is gone down to possess it." Thus the crime which 
Ahab had committed against Naboth, was the occasion of 
the prophet^B mission to the capital. The monstrous ini- 
qnity which the court had been giulty of in the case «f 
Ait pious Israelite, is so well known to you, that I need 
only briefly recapitulate the details. We already know 
the character of king Ahab, and have seen, that, however 
wicked and tyrannical he was, this proceeded not so much 
from malignant deprivity, as from a total want of principle 
and independence. He had not the strength of character 
leqoisite to contrive and carry out, in cold blood, deep and 
extensive schemes of iniquity; but was, on the contrary, a 
weak tool in the hands of others, pliant and unscrupulous 
enough, when it suited the purposes of profligate advisers ; 
bat capable upon occasions, under better influence, of some- 
thing like kindness and generosity. Thus his behaviour to 
the vanquished Syrian king was such, that the Lord had to 
reprove him for his ill-timed lenity ; " Because thou hast 
let go out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter 
lestiraction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy 
)eople for his people,** 1 Kings xx. 42. And yet, all but 
he very next moment, we find him so wrought upon from 
rithoat, that he could perpetrate the most execrable cruel- 
ies, especially when it did not endanger his own person. 
Jnder better influences, Ahab would probably have been 
> better king ; but led as he was by such a woman as Jeze- 
lel, and the sycophant train of a court accomplished in 
very wickedness, it was no wonder that his character be- 
ame utterly ruined, and that we find in him a melancholy 
xunple of a man, who is not totally impervious to good 
DDpressions, while yet his whole life is an unbroken series 
I imquities and crimes. 

As he was very efleminate and voluptuous, he left the 
Ibirs of his government, in a great measure, to Jezebel his 
[Qeen, and was glad when he could pursue his pleasures 
*ith undisturbed ease. At the close of the late war, he 
tad returned to his country residence at Jezreel. To pass 
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away the timei he amused hiioaelf with planning alterationi 
in his palace and garden, and with enlarging and beautifying 
the grounds that surrounded them. Adjoining his magnifi- 
cent garden was a yintyard, the paternal inheritance of Na- 
lk>th the Jezreelite. It occured to Ahab, that his grounds 
would be much improved by the addition of this piece of 
land, and he set his heart on obtaining it. He lost no 
time in calling the proprietor before him, informed him of 
his desire, and offered him either an exchange of land, or, 
if he preferred it, the value of it in money according to his 
demand. Naboth, however, could not by any means enter- 
tain the idea of parting with land, his vineyard, since, 
according to the law of Moses, no Israelite was permitted 
to sell his inheritance. All land was to be considered as 
the property of Jehovah, of which each held an inalienabte 
portion for his life-time. Exchange of land was permitted, 
but only till the year of jubilee, when it reverted to the 
original proprietor. From this Divine law Naboth would 
not deviate, and he would not consent to an exchange ; be* 
cause it was easy to foresee, that an idolatrous king would 
trouble himself little about the year of jubilee, or the laws 
of God respecting it. Therefore he answered, " The Lord 
forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers 
unto thee." He was not afraid to confront the idolatrous 
monarch as a worshipper of the God of Abraham ; and in 
this pious and independent man, we rejoice to find another 
of the seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal. 

Ahab was not likely to brook such an answer. That his 
royal will should be thwarted, and his favourite phins 
marred ; and that too by the independence of an adherent 
of the old law, and by the piety of a subject who, in defi- 
ance of royal mandate and example, had refused to worship 
the Sidonian idol, and kept steadfast to the faith of his 
fathers, this was to Ahab too mortifying to be endured. 
Deeply exasperated at the supposed insult to his dignityi 
as well as uiflamed by the resistance to his wishes, he 
hastens back to his palace, behaves like a spoiled child 
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humour has been crossed, throws himself upon his 
ims his face to the wall, and refuses to eat. In this 
Bolate plight Jezebel finds him ; inquires with aston- 
it what has happened him, and learns the whole affiiir. 
Bd,** exclaimed his wife, " Is that all ? It would be a 
dngdom where such a misadventure could not be put 
ta. Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel ? 
and eat bread, and let thy heart be meny. I will give 
le vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.** llius, partly 
age the insult offered to the royal dignity, and partly 
£h her husband to her still more dosely, she takes 
res immediately to get possession of the vineyard at 
ice. She writes letters in Ahab^s name ; she misap- 
the royal seal to instructions of which he knew 
g ; she orders the nobles and elders of the town to 
im a fast, which was wont to be done only upon oc- 

of some great calamity or dreadful crime. She 
I them to assemble the people, to put Naboth on a 
trial before them, and to suborn two villains to give 
ividence against him, and accuse him of having ut- 
blasphemies and curses against God and the king, 
ras done accordingly; Naboth was condemned un- 

given up to the excited populace, dragged out of 
wu, and stoned to death without mercy. And when 
oody execution was accomplished, Jezebel went in 
h to Ahab, and said, '^ Arise, take possession of the 
rd of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give 
>r money ; for Naboth is not alive, but dead." When 
heard that Naboth was dead, the clouds of melan- 
and chagrin disappeared from lus brow ; the miser- 
oan rose with an air of undissembled satisfaction, 
istened " to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
lite to take possession of it." Such was the atrocious 
primarily, of Jezebel, but which Ahab made his own, 
rtily approving of the infamous deed, and gladly seiz- 
e miserable spoil. He would have perpetrated the 
dmself, had he but possessed enough of the craft and 
th of purpose for which his queen was so remarkable. 



248 ELIJAH THE TIBHdITB. 

They were both of them the murderers of Naboth, both 
detiled with his blood, l)Oth eqiAlIy guilty, and deserving of 
punishment. 

The atrocity was the more dark and execrable, becaose il 
was not obstinacy which induced the unfortunate Naboth to 
reject the king^s offer, but faith in the Gbd of his fathers, and 
obedience to his sacred institutions. Nay, we cannot doubt, 
AS we have already observed, that this very fact exasperated 
his murderers, and enraged them against him to the highest 
degree. The world can bear no refusal worse, than thit 
which is made from motives of piety and faith. Thai it 
has not unfrequently happened, that unbelieving masters 
have required their Christian servants to connive at some 
dishonest act in trade or business; and when the latter 
have refused, nothing more would have been said of it, and 
nil would have stood on the old footing, had they onl^ 
assigned some worldly ground for their refusal, as that it 
was dangerous to adulterate goods in such a way, it might 
injure the interests of their master, and the like. Bat 
when, instead of this, they have appealed to the will of 
their Saviour, and referred to the law of Gk)d as the reason 
of their refusal, they have had to stand a torrent of curses 
and revilings, and have been tlireatened with dismisssl 
from their service or employment; and though mattos 
were not carried the length of a stoning to death, yet, so fif 
as motives and principles are concerned, Ahab and Jezebd 
were there on the one side, and Naboth on the other. 

II. The satisfaction of Ahab in this estate, thus violently 
acquired, was not ot long duration. However secretly the 
murderers had acted their part, and devised their diabolicil 
plans. One whose presence they had not suspected, had been 
in the council in which it was matured ; had read the blood- 
tliirsty Jezebel's thoughts; stood behind the seat as she wrote 
the false letters ; heard the rehearsal with the suborned wit- 
nesses ; known the whole mystery of iniquity from its be- 
giiming ; and, before the foul deed was done, had written 
it in Ills book as finished and laid it up for judgment. 
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This secret witness was no other than He, whose eyes are 
u a flame of fire. It was the Keeper of Israel, who neither 
slombers nor sleeps, who reads the heart as an open book, 
whose eyes pierce through every den of darkness, who 
laogfas at every veil of ingenuity, who understands the 
thoughts of nnners afar off, and is at home in the most 
hidden comers of their hearts. Surely he had seen it, and 
''had prepared for them the instruments of death, and 
ordained his arrows against the persecutors." 

Bat why, when the Almighty saw the infamous deed 
ibm the first, did he not interpose to prevent it ? Why 
did he not rescue the innocent Naboth, who was his child 
nd Ber^ant, and had been brought into peril by his faith 
and obedience ? For replies to such questions, the Scrip- 
tare refers us to the world to come. 1111 then we must pass 
on in silence amid the thousand mysteiies of the Divine 
pitmdence that meet us on all sides, and in opposition to 
the doubts -of reason, give God the glory by a faith that 
Kate on the sure word of prophecy; a faith which tells us 
that ^ Grod's foolishness" is no other than adorable wisdom; 
that apparent contradictions and perplexities in his govern- 
ment form a part of a plan and great system, which will at 
last constrain us to an admiration, all the more profound, 
the more it has in this life baffled our short-sighted reason. 
God's thoughts are not our thoughts, nor his ways our ways, 
" We do not understand his mode of government," says an 
enlightened writer, ''and are always liable to go too far, 
both when we commend and when we find fault with it. 
Bis world is made to please himself, and our judgment is of 
nnaD account in liis sight." '* It is a real absurdity," says 
tile same author, " to wish for a hair more or less than we 
possess ; and it is certainly better to be Elisha than Absa- 
hat; better to be Lazarus with his sores, than the rich man 
^»ith his reversion of torment. Be the world the best it 
could be, or not, it is all one to us, if God but rule in it ; or 
ttther, in our hearts, for his ways will then always be right 
in our eyes." 
No doubt an example like the death of Naboth, thus con- 
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denined, though innocent, and butchered by the hands d 
violence and outrageous oppression may sometimes put oof 
faith to exercise, and shake the pillars of a theology that 
builds all on reason. But a deeper harmony rises abo?6 
the discord, and is heard by the purified ears in a highei 
world. Let us leave the only wise God to do as seemeth 
him good. He will unravel in due time all the knots thai 
now perplex us in our own life, or that of any of his peo]^ 
to his own glory, and the highest good of iJl. Of thb m 
may be certain, that Naboth did not appear with* a com- 
plaint in his mouth, when he passed from the judgment- 
seat of falsehood and cruelty to the foot of the eternal 
throne, and opened those eyes which had closed amid the 
barbarous wounds of his enemies, amid the peaceful splend- 
ours of his eternal home. Doubtless his bloody death if 
now a matter of thanksgiving to him ; and could he this day 
appear in the midst of us, our stumbling at God*s dealings 
towards him would give him pain, and he would call upoo 
us to join him in adoring those dealings of Providence, ai 
full of wisdom, and grace, and love. 

All this you may allow is true ; but what becomes then 
of the promises of God, if a man like Naboth can have such 
an end ? I answer : The promises of God remain as they 
ever were ; "They are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus." 
God has sworn it, " That all things shall work together for 
good to them that love liim," and so it comes to pass. God 
has promised to be with them in fire and water, and so he 
is. But you take it for granted that he has promised that 
neither fire nor water shall come nigh them, neither pain 
nor mishap befal them, and this is altogether a mistake. 
Nay, rather, it is expressly said, "That through much 
tribulation they must enter into the kingdom of God;" and 
the Saviour does not conceal it from his friends, that he 
appoints imto them the kingdom, " even as his Father hath 
appointed it to him." Luke xxii. 29. But methinks I hear 
you saying, " If this be so, we must live in perpetual anxiety, 
iind cannot count with certainty upon deliverance from any 
danger. If we pass through a lonely place, we cannot telJ 



ELUAR THE TISHBITE. 251 

whether we shall escape the hands of robbers and murderers. 
If we are crossing a river or the sea, we have no assurance 
that we shall not meet a grave in tlie waters. If work or 
wages are taken from us, we have no good ground of con- 
fidence that Gk)d will preserve us and our children from 
starvation. If the pestilence rages around us, we can have 
jut as little security as an unbeliever, that the destroying 
ugel shall pass over our dwelling. There are no promises 
that assures us of preservation from temporal misfortunes ; 
aod hence, notwithstanding our adoption, we must be sub- 
ject to the same alarms in every danger, as those who are* 
itnngers to the covenant of promise?" No, my friends, 
nch conclusions are erroneous. Though it is not uncon- 
t&kmaUy promised us, that we shall escape all dangers and 
Busfortunes, ''Yet he that believes,*' shall see the salvation 
of the Lord, "and all things are possible to him.*' You 
know that great assurances are given us, assurances of un- 
limited extent ; promises that leave nothing more to wish 
for. Be the trouble that threatens us of whatever kind it 
orny, we need only, according to the express declaration 
of God, '' to caU upon his name," and we shall be delivered. 
Nay, the Saviour is our security, (John xv. 5), that if we 
abide in him, we may ask what we will, and it shall be done 
Qtto us. But what is it to ctbide in Jesus! It is a glorious 
position, a great and important matter, which is pointed out 
to us by this expression. K I abide in Christ, according to 
the full sense of this language, I forget myself in him, I 
behold myself in him, and the evil conscience of sin is lost 
in the sense of his merits. I count myself as dead with 
him, risen with him, and exalted with him above the world, 
tin, and death. I rejoice in his righteousness as if it were 
my own. I know that God neither can nor will deny me 
any thing that is for my good since I am his child, and well- 
pleasing to him in the Son of his love, and thus nothing 
prevents me from going with all my concerns to the footstool 
of my Father, and casting myself with all my cares on liis 
paternal heart. This is to draw near iu the ''name of 
Jesus," and to this state of faith God has promised everjr 
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thing that we can desire or praj for. Thus there may be 
a life free from care and fear, even amid a thoosand dangers; 
there is a temper of mind in which we have in our handi 
a key to all the treasures of Grod, and at the same time an 
impenetrable shield against every danger both of body snd 
soul. Only learn the happy art of abiding in Christ, and 
of asking in his name, then pray for good, or against evil, 
as thou wilt, and whilst thou art praying, thou hast thy 
petition. 

But to return to our history. The black deed at Jezred 
has been completed. Naboth lies a numgled corpse in the 
grave ; but the voice of his blood rises from the sepulchre, 
and cries to Heaven for vengeance. The great Advocate 
and blood-avenger of lus church hears it, and prepares ftr 
judgment. He summons his servant the Tishbite, and givei 
him a commission to king Ahab, '' Arise, go down to meek 
Ahab, king of Israel, which is in Samaria ; behold, he is ii 
the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying. In the place where 
dogs licked the blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy blood, 
even thine.*' Dreadful message I One would think it must 
have stunned Elijah himself like a peal of thunder; and 
doubtless it would, had he known only the terrible majesty 
of the Lord, and nothing of his grace ; and this very &ct, 
that he gazed so often on the awful countenance of an avoig- 
ing God, and yet remained calm and untroubled by fean 
of his own salvation, convinces us, among other thiqgs, 
that he must have seen GU)d also in the face of Jesm 
Christ, and had much more than a glimpse of the whole 
plan of salvation in the gospel. 

III. The king of Samaria is gratifying the lusts of his 
heart in the vineyard of Naboth. He exults over the rich 
plunder, and is considering how the field of blood should 
be best improved and united with his other grounds. But 
hark! that is surely the sound of footsteps, and they are near 
at hand! He turns about, and how great is his surprise and 
vexation^ to behold a man approaching him, in whose stead 
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he woold gladly have seen a whole army marching against 
him, and who conld never have come upon him more unsea- 
sonably than just at this moment. It was Elijah the Tish- 
bite. The prophet had come like a thunder-cloud laden 
with death and ruin. He sends no one to announce his 
if^nroach, or inquire whether it is the king's pleasure to 
idmit him into his presence. He forces an audience for him- 
lelf in the name of Jehovah, and makes no scruple of sur- 
pri&Dg the monarch in the midst of his pleasure-grounds 
aad gardens, and in his hours of relaxation. How must 
Ahab have cursed the day of such a meeting ! He had fiat- 
tend himseK^ perhaps, with the hope that he was rid of 
tkii unwelcome guest for ever. He had thought liim far 
ivay beyond the mountains; or, what he would greatly 
kye prdTerred, in his grave; and all at once there he stands 
like an apparition from another world, nay, like the gliost of 
the murdered Naboth before him I Deadly pale, and trem- 
ii&ig with chagrin and fear, he sees the hateful messenger 
itilk forward to him ; and before Elijah had spoken a single 
tord, his commission was in a certain sense discharged. 
\bab reads the sentence of judgment in his looks, and 
tingle stem glance of the prophet is enough to awaken 
ii gnflty conscience from its slumbers. ^^ Hast thou found 
«, O mine enemy?" he exclaims, as if by his lury and 
lalignity he would frighten the prophet back; but he 
lerely betrays his own guilt, and becomes his own accuser. 
How often, my bretluren, must your ministers share thr 
satment of Elijah, even when they succeed in finding out 
oners in the church, or when, more properly speakin;:, 
t>d finds them out by U8 ! Yes, when our words kindle a 
re in the conscience, when the arrow hits the mark, aiul 
hen our descriptions of the sinner are so exact, that one 
id another of our hearers must see his hateful deformities 
I the mirror we hold up to him, then it is immediately 
dd to us in the hearts of those who are thus convicted, 
Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ?'^ We are then 
liHdons disturbers of men's peace ; we have a pleasure in 
Mrtnring their minds with needless scruples and alarms. 



254 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE.- 

We know nothing of love or Christian gentleness, and a 
gloomy austere enthusiasm is the highest form of jreligion 
which we recommend to our flocks. Our sermons are is 
every respect unsound, and are full of exaggeration. Ifr^ 
stead of elevating the soul, and inspiring it with cheerful 
views of life, they only outrage its benevolent feelingi, 
and provoke it to a dislike of all religion. Besides, there 
is in these barren harangues no trace of what is called geniui 
or originality, and he that looks for solid instruction, had 
better apply to some other quarter. Such are the harsh 
judgments that we must submit to ; and it often happens 
that the offended parties do not stop with words, but pro- 
ceed to more practical criticistns. They will make us repent 
it, that we dared to disturb the peace of their consciences; 
and so they resolve never more to hear us, but to go in 
future elsewhere. Go, ye stricken deer, wliithersoever ye 
will ; it is not we, but God that has found you, and from 
him you cannot escape. The arrow has pierced through the 
joints of the harness, and what avails it to tear your flesh 
with its barbed point, since ye cannot get rid of it till the 
same Almighty hand from which it sped draws it forth out 
of the wound. If he is leading you to repentance, spare 
yourselves the fruitless labour of kicking against the prickSi 
No herb or balm of this world's compounding will avail to 
heal the wound that is rankling in your conscience. Tie 
burning in your heart will only increase from day to day; 
the fire in your bones will spread wider and wider, till it is 
quenched by the blood of the Lamb. could we but thus 
find you, we could be well contented for a while to be called 
your eaemies ! 

Scarcely has the expression of rage and remorse, " Hast 
thou found me, mine enemy?" broke from the monarch's 
lips, when it returns upon him like a frightful echo in the 
answer of the prophet. " 1 have found thee," said Elijah, 
with his wonted self-possession and courage. How must 
these words have increased his agitation; and yet, con- 
founded and shut up to silence as he was by the dreadful 
accusations of his conscience, he saw himself utterly un- 
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e to meet the denunciation of the prophet by the small- 
plea in his own defence. And then the terrible charge 
nd him in Naboth^s vineyard itself; and the significant 
c with which the prophet accompanied the words, told 
king too surely that his accuser knew whose the yine- 
i was, and what barriers of justice and humanity he had 
1 down to find his way into this unwonted walk of plea- 
i. Truly, it was a pitiable situation in which the mo- 
ch of Samaria at this moment stood! He never experi- 
ed such a disgraceful defeat before. The glory of his 
wn, and the splendour of his purple, are gone ; and he 
ids before Elijah a poor, naked, helpless delinquent, 
n whose hands every weapon, but stifled and impotent 
e, has been struck or wrested; and it must have been 
nful to the Tishbite himself, to see his sovereign thus 
rpowered, confounded, and humbled before liim ; him- 
\ as it were, become the king, and his master a cower- 
slave at his feet. Thus it is that the Lord can bring 
n the mighty by the breath of his mouth, and hum- 
the proud ones, as the straw before the reaper's 
le. 

ou cannot but feel the numbing and deadening power 
he stem coolness of the reply, " 1 have found thee." 
I is the remorseles slanguage of the law, which freezes 
;he play and movements of self-righteousness into stone, 
lays the chill hand of death on its hollow and consump- 
hopes. How often has this sentence, coming from the 
ne of offended Majesty, driven the conscience-stricken 
er to the verge of despair, and threatened to confound 
jravering reason. God grant in mercy, that this messen- 
of heavenly justice, if ho find you now or afterwards in 
r false refuges, may come attended by the angel of peace, 
; the terrors of the law may be mingled in your experi- 
9 of them with the hopes of the gospel I May the words 
hunder, " Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
igs written in the book of the law," sink and be lost in 
joyful proclamation, " Christ is the end of the law for 
iteousness to every one that believeth." May the 
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sounds of doom, " Depart ye cursed," be drowned in your 
ears by the soul-reviyiug call, ^' Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" 
Then shall the sorrow of the world that worketh death, be 
changed into that godly sorrow. *^ which worketh repent- 
ance unto salvation not to be repented of;*' and the dread- 
ful hardening of despair sliall find its antidote in that melt- 
ing contrition, which is the first sign of the " heart of fleshf** 
and out of which shall grow all the love and rapture of un- 
fading bliss. No, it is not the fiery terror of Divine justice 
that makes new creatures of us, but the reviving beams of 
Divine love to sinners that shine in the face of Jesus Christ. 
By the manger and the cross, and not amid Sinai^s black- 
ness, and darkness, and tempest, are the heirs of heaven 
bom again. In the manifestation of ^' the kindness and 
love of God our Saviour toward man," lies the marvel- 
lous attraction, that raises the children of the dust above 
themselves, and makes them " partakers of a Divine sa* 
ture." Here the mighty power of love comes into play, and 
makes the sinner for ever the servant of his Saviour. Bat 
this service, (for what element can love exist in but service^ 
is the true, the only freedom. It is freedom from self as a 
law, and as an end, freedom from the world and all its vani- 
ties, freedom from the fetters of sin, and of the flesh. We 
then live to God, as from an urgent necessity of nature; 
seek his honour, as by a sacred instinct ; run in the way U 
his commandments, as by a resistless impulse, and biii^ 
forth fruit unto God, by the same vital and spontaneous 
process as a plant shoots forth its blossoms, or the water 
bubbles from its springs. A heavenly liberty and a holy ne- 
cessity are thus united in mysterious embrace ; man becomei 
the bondsman of love, but in its bonds he is divinely free; 
free as God himself is free. Such are the blessed workiogi 
of the gospel ; the law does no such mighty works as these. 
Only where divine love reigns in the soul, are the true 
springs of life and salvation opened. Under its bright clon4 
and amid its heavenly voices and gracious visitants, set op 
thy tabernacles. There thou shalt drink in, with ever^ 
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the joy, and freshness, and strength, of the world 
iy and shalt feel thyself borne upwards as by a thou- 
ands in celestial sympathy with thy transfigured 

Transform eadi sinful featorc, 

Lord JesoB, by thy grace, 
Since thoo, for such a creature, 

Did*it mar tby blessed face. 
Grace shall my bones dissever, 

Roll from my grave the stone, 
And make me firee fbr ever, 

In Cealty to thy throne. Amen. 



EL-AHAB*S REPENTANCE. 

ripture, my Mends, as you well know, speaks repeat* 
a Book of Life; and the apostle Paul, in his Epistle 
^hillppians, iy. 3, speaks of the names of his fellow- 
r Gement and others, as written in that book. What 
book then is this? You all know, that when we 
ascertain the nature of an earthly book, we learn its 
contents, its author, its object, and also the persons 
m it is written ; and if we follow out these inquiries 
ng this book, we shall be abundantly satisfied. The 
the book is the Book of Life ; a delightful and pro- 
title, which excites in us no fear but this, that our 
mes may not perhaps stand in it. It contains no 
ats : it records no sentences of death. It is full of 
Duise of life eternal ; those whose names are written 
mot die. They fall asleep in Jesus, and awake to 
\ of life ; eyerlasting youth awaits them beyond death 
graye ; and thrones of unfading glory and joy stand 
d for them in heayen. This Book of Life is not an 
f book written on perishable materials, and with 
tters. It is like the book of memory in which we 
) up the looks of our dearest friends, and the sacred 
of the neyer-tO'be-forgotten dead. It is a book of 
•rt, written in the living letters of love. Yea, it is 

17 
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the yeiy heart of oar Almighty Father in heaven. In tliis 
book are inscribed a multitude of names that no man can 
number, which are all individually before the Lord at aO 
times, and are to him unspeakably dear and not to be for* 
gotten. They are the names of his people, his chosen, his 
children, his heirs, written in the blood of hb Son, by whom 
they are redeemed. For his sake alone are these names 
transferred from the roll of the condemned to the Book of 
Life ; and in the light of his great name do they all shine 
in the record of t]ie Divine heart. This book is open in 
heaven. It is there read over and over, and its interest is 
never exhausted. It 4s the favourite book of the glorified 
Saviour, who sees in it the trophies of his power and grace, 
the pearls of his treasure, the jewels of his crown. Thii 
book indicates to the good Shepherd, his sheep ; to the bride- 
groom, his bride ; to the High Priest, his redeemed ; to the 
Prince of Peace, the subjects of his gracious love. Even to 
the holy angels is this book opened. They are sent forth 
to minister unto them who shall be heirs of salvation, and 
so they must know the names that are written in this book; 
and day and night do these hosts gather around this won- 
derful book, and they turn over and read, and read again, 
and strike their hands together in astonishment. They 
read there the names of Rachab, and Mary Magdalene, and 
the thief on the cross, and the publican, and all the namei 
of the chief of sinners ; and ever as they read, they fall down 
in adoration, and pour forth their wonder in songs of rapture 
to God, and to the Lamb. 

Now, if there be any object in the world worthy of otn 
curiosity, I am sure we will agree in saying what it is. Doei 
my name stand in the book of life, or does it not ? This ii, 
beyond all controversy, the most serious, weighty, and mo- 
mentous question that can rise up in a human heart. On the 
decision of this question hangs my whole peace, my hap{n- 
ness in time and in eternity. If our names are there, then 
hallelujah! from henceforth may all generations call va 
blessed I If they are not, then woe unto us I it had been 
better for us that we had never been bom. 
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Do yon ask, now, in what way it is possible to ascertain 
on earth whether bur names are written in heaven ? I an- 
nvvr, that every one whose name is thus written, is abready 
iDnked oat from others by God, and the Scripture tell us 
what these marks of an heir of glory are ; the chief of these 
V a eontrite spirit, a heart that longs after God. There are, 
however, two ways of crying for mercy, and it is not every 
hmnUing of the soul before GK)d, that warrants thy conclu- 
lioD, that thy name is written in the Book of Life. There* 
fare, deceive not thyself. But if thou wilt seriously know 
inivhat the false humiliation differs from that which is the 
froit of grace, the portion of sacred history before us will 
Biake the distinction abundantly clear. 

1 KINGS xzL 23-29. 

"And win make tiiine house like ilie honae of Jeroboaaa the sod of Nebat, 
■iHke flie home of Baaaha the Mm of Ah^ah, for the prorocatlon where- 
vifli fboa hast proroked me to anger, and made Israel to sin. And of Jese- 
W ilao qiake the Lend, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of 
'mei. Him that dieth of Ahab in flie dtjthe dogs shall eat; and hhn that 
Atfli in the field shall tiie fowls of the air eat But there was none like nnto 
iUisli^ which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, 
Vbom Jeiebel his wifo stfarred np. And he did very abominably in following 
Hri^ aeooandinir to all tilings as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cast on| 
Mbrethe children of IsraeL And it came to pass when Ahab heard those 
tmHat that he rent his dothes, and pnt sackloth upon his flesh, and fasted, 
U kgr tnsaddoth, pnd went softly. And the word of the Lord came to £11- 
ik tte TlahUte, sayfaig; Seest ttum how Ahab hombleth himself before me 7 
iwnse he hmmbletfa hhnaelf before me, I will not bring the evil in his days, 
•tin his 8on*s days will I bring the evil upon his honse.** 

Elijah delivers his message in Naboth*s vineyard, and 
fflioances to the tyrant, with all boldness, the dreadful 
Klgments that should overtake himself and his family. 
Ife have to consider the impression which this denuncia- 
ion made on the guilty monarch ; and in speaking of his 
Qpentance shall notice. I. How his repentance was called 
brUu n. What kind of repentance it was. III. What 
vere its consequences. 

I. The terror which we see taking possession of Ahab^s 
luod, was the effect of Elijah^s message. The awful nature 
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of that message produced also some humiliation of his 
guilty soul at the footstool of God. Nor does this surprise 
us, for it contained not only a Divine accusation against 
the king, but also the sentence of the tribunal of the Most 
High. 

A threefold crime is laid to his charge ; that he had pro- 
voked God to anger, made Israel to sin, and sold himself 
to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord. For this 
cause, the sword of the Almighty was already whetted for 
the destruction of himself and his house. 

Observe, then, how Jehovah is represented in the first 
part of the accusation, as a God who may be provoked hy 
continued insults of his creatures, and whose long-suffering 
is like a bended bow, which must not be drawn beyond a 
certain point, otherwise it will break. This certainly sounds 
very like the manner of men; but fSedth is so far from stam- 
bling at such human representations of God, that she rather 
finds in them a source of help and satisfaction. Such a God 
as this it is we stand in need of; a living G^ apprehensible 
by minds like ours; a God with every spiritual element o^ 
our own nature, intelligence, affection, and desire* A 60^ 
enthroned on inaccessible heights, far withdrawn from us 
amid the abysses of eternity, and so remote from all huniau 
thoughts, as to be unmindful alike of our pndses and oof 
blasphemies ; such a God would be no God to us. There 
would be an impassable gulf between us and our G^ ; but 
faith will be satisfied with nothing but union and commtt- 
nion with him. All God^s revelations of himself, therefore* 
which are coloured with human feeling, are dear to faitbi 
and even where Jehovah declares, that he is displeased, ^ 
grieved, is provoked to anger, when a creature denies hiiA 
the glory due unto his name; even there faith does oot 
stumble, but finds something consolatory and suited to its 
wants. 

Ahab is farther accused of having made Israel to eio* 
He had done so by his ungodly example, as well as by the 
infamous decrees wliich had made the worship of Baal the 
religion of the state, and exposed the children of God i^ 
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tbe most bloody persecutions. Woe unto those, who, like 
Ahab, are not satisfied with destroying their own souls, but 
who make it a matter of anxiety and trouble to poison 
others with the infection of error and sin, and to sink them 
m their own ruin. Such men will one day have to bear, not 
only the burden of their own iniquity, but the guilt, besides, 
of all the unhappy victims who were ensnared by their arts 
of seduction ; amid whose vindictive execrations, they shall 
suffer a double damnation, and in which there will be no- 
tlung to comfort them, but the thought, that, by their 
destruction of souls, they have made themselves so much 
liker the image of their &ther the devil, than those who are 
eome with them to the same place of torment. 

The third accusation which Elijah brought against Ahab, 
was, that he " had sold himself to work evil in the sight of 
the Lord." Nay, adds the sacred historian, " there was 
none like unto Ahab, whom Jezebel, his wife, stirred up." 
Sold to work evil I Horrid delusion I and yet, there is no 
man in an unconverted state to whom it does not apply with 
fearful truth. '^ I am carnal," says Paul, with reference to 
his natursd condition, " sold under sin ; for what I would, 
that do I not; but what I hate, that do I." Try the expe- 
riment only for a single day with the law of God ; labour to 
keep in the spirit any one command of God ; and, however 
it may mortify you, you will find yourself compelled, before 
evening, to subscribe to the humbling confession of the 
iqrastle, and make it your own. 

It is a common proverb, that, " Every man has his price, 
for which he is wiUing to sell himself." Horrible as this 
sounds, it is perfectly true of the natural man. For some 
stipulated amount or other, be it payable in gold, or honours, 
or pleasures, the proud son of the earth may be bargained 
for like a piece of merchandise, and hired to any debasing 
or wicked service. The price of king Ahab, as we know 
already, was a woman^s favour. The affection of Jezebel 
was the idol to which he sacrificed everjrthing. She had 
bat to say the word and Ahab was ready to lay, not' only 
kis own will, his honour, and the peace of his cousek\i<^«^ 
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bat also the salvation of his sonl, if, indeed, he had any 
and the favour of heaven, when he possessed it, at her feet 
Would that he were singular in this infatuation, this cheap 
and easy barter of his immortal soul ! But such misenilde 
bargains are no strange madness among us. Alas, let many 
a one ask himself, why he is an unbeliever, why he despises 
the people of GK>d? why he is the slave of the world, and 
the devil, and tries to resist every good impression ? How- 
ever humbling to his pride, he must reply, ^^ I am bound; I 
cannot act otherwise." And in what manner bound? By 
human custom and example, by worldly connexion, hj 
favour, by attachment ; all of wMch involve a tacit undear- 
standing, that the enjoyment of them must be purchased by 
the surrender of moral freedom and independence, and that 
every holier principle, nay, the immortal interests of the 
soul must be sacrificed to their claims. Fatal connexioiisl 
accursed bonds of friendship! Rather let us have strife 
and discord among very friends, than such a compromise, 
such a harmony as this I He that has hitherto walked in 
such claims, let him rend them asunder without delay, and 
bow his head no longer to the impious yoke. ** He thai 
loveth father, or mother, or son, or daughter, more thas 
me, is not worthy of me." Remember the blessing of Mosei 
upon Levi, '' Who said unto his father, and to his mother, 
I have not seen him; neither did he acknowledge his breth- 
ren, nor knew his own children : for they have observed thy 
word, and kept thy covenant. They shall teach Jacob thy 
judgments, and Israel thy law : they shall put incense be- 
fore thee, and whole burnt-sacrifice upon thine altar.*^ 
Dent, xxxiii. 9, 10. " Ye are bought with a price," says 
the apostle, " therefore be not ye the servants of men." 

The heavy accusations which Elijah, in God^s name^ 
brought against Ahab iu the vineyard of Naboth, must have 
been the more terrific, &om the tremendous threateninga 
with which they were followed. The first of these was, " In 
the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, shall dogi 
lick thy blood, even thine." This appalling denunciation 
was literally fulfilled. For soon afterwards Ahab, from 
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notives of pore ambition, proclaimed a war against the 
Syrians, contrary to the express command of God, and in 
pite ci the warning of Micaiah the prophet, ** If thou re- 
am at all in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me.*' 
bid he returned not. In the very first battle the avenging 
land oi God smote him. A certain man drew a bow at a 
Bnture, but the Lord directed the arrow, and it smote him 
letween the jmnts of the harness ; wherefore, he said unto 
be driver of his chariot, '' Tom thine hand, and carry me 
<ut oi the host, for I am wounded ;** and so it was done ; 
nd the king died at even ; and the blood of his wound ran 
lown into the midst of the royal chariot ; and they carried 
lim to Samaria and buried him there. And as they washed 
he chariot in the pool of Samaria, the very place where 
iaboth was murdered, the dogs licked up his blood. Verily, 
here is a God that judgeth in the earth 1 Lord Jesus have 
aercy upon us I 
The next curse of the Lord was upon the house of Ahab. 
' Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away 
hy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab every male, and 
dm that is shut up and left in Israel. And will make thine 
UNue like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 
ike the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. Him that 
Seth of Ahab in the city shall the dogs eat; and him 
hat dieth in the field the fowls of the air shall eat." How 
iwful is sin when the iniquities of the fathers are thus 
visited upon the children, to the third and fourth genera- 
bn. Of this threatening, not one word failed, as you 
Bay see in 2 Kings chap. ix. Jehu was the divine instru- 
Etent in this execution, after he had first been anointed 
ing over Israel. JEIe lost no time in brin^g the kingdom 
loder his authority, and his first march was against Jea- 
eel, where king Joram, the son of Ahab, resided. When 
^(oaan heard of the approach of the hostile force, he went 
Qt in his chariot to meet it, and bring matters to a peace- 
id settlement. Having met Jeliu in the portion of Na- 
edi the Jezreelite, he asked, Is it peace ? To whom Jehu 
iq)lied. What peace so long as the whoredom of thy mo- 
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ther Jezebel and her witchcrafts, are so many. Joian 
hearing this, endeavoured to escape; but Jehu drewi 
bow with all his strength, and smote Joram between Id 
arms, and he sank down in his chariot. Then saM Jeh 
to Tidkar his captain, ^ Take him up and cast bun ia th 
portion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite, accordai 
to the word of the Lord." And it was done. There AJM 
blood flowed accordmg to the letter of the Divine tlirait 
ening, from the veins of his son, on the very ground irtid 
had been dyed with the blood of the innocent NaboA 
In like manner were all Joram^s sons, and all the relatifS 
of Ahab, cut off by the sword, so that neither root M 
branch remained of that idolatrous house. The idol prieil] 
met with the same &te. In one day they were all slaii 
with the sword, the images, together with the temple t 
Baal, in Samaria, broken to pieces, and idol-worship fo 
a season extirpated in IsraeL 

The third judgment which Elijah announced to Ahtli 
was to fall upon Jezebel. '* The dogs," said he, " shall «i 
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel." And so it came to pan 
For when Jehu came to Jezreel, and the queen heard of it 
'' She painted her face, and tired her head, and looked on 
at a window." But the infamous woman did not succeei 
this time with her meretricious arts ; the heart of the rodi 
captain remained unmoved and insensible as a rock. H( 
looked up, and called to the chamberiains who stood neii 
her, " Throw her down ;" and they threw her down, so tbai 
the wall and horses were besprinkled with her blood, inc 
she was trodden down like the mire in the streets. An^ 
afler Jehu had eaten and drank, he said, *' Go, see now ikk 
cursed woman, and bury her, for she is a king's daughter. 
But when they came, " they found no more of her than tlM 
skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands." And thiBf 
that were sent returned to Jehu and told him. Then said 
Jehu, " This is the word of the Lord, which he spake bf 
his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the suburbs of 
Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel ; and the carcaM 
of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field iu 
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tlie Riibiirbfi of Jezreel, so that they shall not say, Hiis it 
Jcsebeir 

Behold, my brethren, how the Lord fulfils his word! 
[Jreat Grod ! what fear and trembling should overtake all 
mpenitent Bumers ; for he that has threatened them with 
nSi and everlasting death, is the self-same Grod ; his name is 
Paithful and True ; and it is easier for heaven and earth 
» pass, than for one tittle of his word to fail I 

n. The thunder of Eiljali's denunciations did not this time 
It least fiiil of effect. Ahab knew whom he had before him, 
nd that it was not this man's custom to beat the air, and 
litter empty sounds ; and so he stands thunder-struck, con- 
founded, and utterly overwhelmed. His knees totter, his 
bones tremble, a quiver of strange horror thrills through his 
KmL He cannot but confess that these awful judgments 
ire deserved. He feels the enormous burden of his guilt, 
ffis conscience awakes in aven^ng strength, and past ini- 
qnities rise up in terrific array around him. He feels as 
if the ghost of the murdered Naboth stood before him in 
ghastliness and blood ; as if he heard from the graves of 
daughtered saints a thousand-fold cry rise to heaven for 
vengeance; as if the lightnings of Divine wrath glanced 
ilready around his guilty head ; as if the fearful howl were 
Bven now behind him of dogs panting for his blood. The 
inpression which had overpowered him at the fiery sign on 
Cbrmel, awakes in all its freshness with a thousand horrors. 
Be now knows too well that Jehovah is God, and that Elijah 
is his minister. The i)oor terror-stricken mortal sinks down 
IS if he stood already before the judgment-seat of the Eter- 
nal, and heard the thunder of Divine rebuke roll over his 
head, and saw the angels of justice gathering round to carry 
off the apostate, who gave honour to Baal, to the place o^ 
eiecutioii. He forgets his crown and his purple, and with all 
the pride of regal dignity and state lost and swallowed up 
for the moment in the overwhelming consciousness of guilt, 
be is restrained by no shame from appearing before God and 
man as a miserable and burdened sinner. He descends into 
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the dust, rends his clothes in token of a heart torn by re- 
morse, puts on sackcloth, falls down before the Grod of 
Elijah, and pours forth his distress at his footstooL Hs 
appoints a &st, unconcerned whether it please his heathai 
consort or not, continues his exercise of repentance throng 
whole nights, exchanging his couch of state for a bed d 
sackcloth, and goes softly and sorrowfully for a seaioiiia 
picture of undissembled woe. Joy is mute in the palstt^ 
formerly so full of unhallowed mirth; the music, pipe, vA 
viol no longer resound through the glittering halls of stits; 
the royal dwelling is like a house of death and monnniig; 
and the gloom of the king spreads itself like a black doii 
over all his attendants. 

The mourning of the king of Samaria was not a £di8 
show. The outward garb of distress in which he appeared 
was a true expression of his inward temper and feel]iigi> 
Nevertheless, his repentance wanted much to make it i 
repentance unto life and salvation. It was not a contn* 
tion like that of Mary Magdalene, of the poor publiciB, 
or the thief on the cross. Ahab^s repentance was destitute 
of love; and it is love which first gives our acts and deedi 
a true holiness, and a worth in the sight of God. 

Let us take occasion, from the example of Ahab, to ex- 
plain briefly the nature of true repentance. The i^>ostie 
Paul points out its essential character when he says, GtL 
ii. 19, " For I, through the law, am dead to the law, that 
I might live unto God.** By the taw to which he is deid, 
is to be understood here, the sum of the Divine demandi 
on man, together with the threatenings and curses as- 
nexed to it: or in one word, what we commonly call the 
moral law. Now the apostle says of himself, that he has not 
escaped from this schoolmaster as a truant, or a deaertir 
like others ; but that he is dead to it, and thereby deli- 
vered from it, not only to the completest extent butabo 
in the legal way ; even as a woman, whose husband ii 
dead, is free from her engagement to him, and may cos- 
tract a new marriage. Every man, whether he will ac- 
knowledge it or not^ stands in a peculiar relation to the 
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iw ; in a relation exactly like that of a snbject to hi« 
OTereign, or a servant to hia master. His duty is to obey 
be law; if he does so, the law rewards him; if he does 
ot, it Tisits him with its corse. Now, so soon as the law 
Mikes its right to command distinctly felt in the con< 
aienoe of any man, the relation of taskmaster and ser- 
■at eomes into force, and now is alive. The man feels 
m obligation to the law, and sees it to be a very nigent 
BMBsity of his case to come to terms, and be on a safe 
Mting with this law, which stands before hun with its 
DDunands, threatenings, and cnrses. Up to this point 
len both are aUvej the law and the man who is under its 
itfaority. The marriage- compact, ratified by God, is still 
i taSi fores, and the sentence due to the breaker of it, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
ritten in the book of the law,** maintains all its power 
id rigour. The consequence is truly alarming ; and the 
ffit thing which the man commonly does to escape it, is 
I satisfy the law in the way of obedience, or by doing the 
oiks of the law. He is still alive ; and has, in his own 
itimation, strength and ability enough to carry out his 
nrpose. He gives himself, therefore, to the work; he 
Mnes under the law; and here he sets his foot upon a 
ith from which no one ever brought any thing back but 
token bones, a wounded heart, and a distressed con- 
dence. Alas, what must he now experience I Instead 
f eoming forth from the mire of sin, he daily sinks deeper 
1 it : instead of going forwards in the way of obedience, 
e hourly goes backwards. His best resolutions are ruined 
Y his own inability, and the deplorable conviction, that he 
I a thousand times more corrapt than he had ever supposed, 
igether with the deeper feeling of the corse that gnaws 
ito his conscience, and the vexation, anguish, trouble, and 
espondency, that, according to the word of God, the law 
tMks in all that are bold enough to encounter it in their 
^ strength, — this is the whole fruit, — the harvest of sor- 
>w,— that the sinner reaps from his self-righteous endea- 
^nrs. What then is he to try next ? Perfect obedience is 
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now out of the question, so he renounces all hope from it, 
and seeks to put himself right with the law in anothtf 
fashion. But how? He resolves to flee from the law— k 
turns deserter. Now, thinks he, with the boldness of d» 
peratioU) why should I torment myself longer upon a pitk 
where my most honest efforts have totally fisuled of snceeiit 
and with this desperate thought, he yields himself up ooei 
more to his sinful ways, gives the reins once more to Ui 
flesh, and follows every lust of his depraved heart. But Itf 
him forsake the law as he will, the law will not forsake Ha 
It pursues him, — haunts him, — ^tracks all his guilty retrain 
and startles him, now in this sinful indulgence, and now ii 
that, with its pealing thunders and its muttered cones; 
for it is in truth lodged in his own conscience, and how oi 
he flee from himself? What is he now to do? Ommj 
stands still open to him. He will now capitulate with tin 
law, and save himself by a favourable compromise, '^l 
will observe thee," says he, '' as well as I can, and strivi 
to answer thy demands, as far as lies in my power} 
only thou must then cease thy dreadful curses, and gnnt 
me the indulgence of making up any deficiency, and com* 
forting myself with the mercy of God." Reasonable, how- 
ever, as this may seem to him, it succeeds no better; the 
law disdains to accept any partial fulfilment. It absolotelf 
demands a perfect obedience ; and let the sinner do Am 
utmost he can to satisfy it, the law does not at all lower 
its tone of malediction, or plant one sting less in the oon- 
science. Hence the poor forlorn sinner must now give vp 
his last hope ; he feels that there is no other course left 
him but to plead guilty at once before the bar oi Grod, to 
confess that the law is just in its demands and threatening^ 
to declare his own moral bankruptcy, and exclaim with the 
apostle, " 0, wretched man that I am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death." N'ature, indeed, stiivei 
mightily against this sentence of self-condemnation," 
trembles to sacrifice her last desperate hope, — and recoils 
from a death by her own hands. But what avails this »^ 
reluctance ? Light shines overwhelmingly into her dark- 



ELUAU THE TISIIBITE. 269 

aess. As a captiTe, pierced with a thousand arrows, the 
x«?inced soul sinks before the foot of the throne of Gknl, 
md in the extremity of distress, confusion, and amaze- 
nent, utters the exceeding bitter cry, " Woe is me, for I 
m undone I" 
When a unner, then, has been brought thus far to pro- 
toonce on himself the sentence of death with sincere and 
nafiected distress, is the process which the apostle calls 
dying to the law" then completed? Far from it ; other- 
rise Cain and Judas might have said, with Paul, that they 
nn dead to the law. There has certainly one kind of 
Ijfmg taken place ; the sinner is dead to his fancied self- 
ig^iteousness,— dead, also, to his own ability to keep the 
nr. But that repentance which the Scripture styles a 
Sodly sorrow unto salvation, needing not to be repented 
^ is noty therefore, necessarily as yet produced. Paul, no 
kahtf calls this sense of absolute impotence, a dyings 
for he says in Rom. vii., " When the commandment came, 
ria leviyed, and I died. And the commandment, which 
«M ordained to life, I found to be unto death." This is 
ipag under the law, and hy the law ; but it is not dying 
d the law. The sinner whom we formerly described, is 
iisd to lus fimded moral excellencies ; but the marriage 
bitween him and the law is not yet dissolved. On the 
Bontrary, this severe husband and schoolmaster makes 
liiin cruelly feel his bondage, continues the torture of the 
leonrge, and often drives him by his rigours to the verge 
af despair ; and all this time there remains in the breast 
i the sinner his enmity to the law, and, consequently, to 
tbe Author of the law. His whole nature murmurs and 
pudges at it ; he is vexed and irritated that the law exists ; 
lie etanot be subject to it; he would gladly see it destroy- 
id, because it robs him of his peace, and puts a strong 
Birb on his sinful flesh. But, so long as this is the case, 
kit repentance is not of the right kind ; that Divine change, 
vkichwe eieJl regeneraiion^ has not yet taken place, and 
^ dying to the law, of which Paul speaks, is yet to 
tome. 
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Now, this glorious and blessed death comefl not by the 
ministry of condemnation, bat by a better law. " I," txjt 
the apostle, " am dead by the law to the law.** This Isf 
by which he died is, without doubt, the " law of the Spoil 
of life,'* of wliich he says in Rom. viii. 2, '^ The law of tiis 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from tbs 
law of sin and death." And this ^ law of the Spirit d 
life*' is no other than the gospel^ whereby alone it is tint 
true, divine, and saving repentance is called forth. Let 
us consider once more the case of the awakened simicr, 
whom we left at the bar of Divine justice, trembling and 
almost on the verge of despair. His heart is as madi 
opposed to the law as ever; and the distress of his con- 
science forbids him to lift up his eyes to the Lord. Bol 
lo ! the Sun of the New Testament casts its first rays into 
his darkness ; the cross appears amid the clouds of bii 
distress ; the glad tidings of the gospel are sounded in hii 
ears ; and find a way, opened by the Spirit, into his hsiit 
And now mark the wonderful change that takes place in 
his whole being ! He hears that there is help and redemp- 
tion for him ; he hears that the Father has sent his only 
begotten Son into the world for his salvation ; he hctfi 
that this Holy One has taken his sins upon himself; Im 
hears that He has paid the debt, suffered the deserved 
punishment, endured the wrath of God in the sinner^ 
stead, and is gone to prepare for him a place in the king- 
dom of everlasting glory. The sinner hears of it, is startled, 
is amazed, scarcely believes for joy — ^looks at his Soretyi 
beholds his wounds — ^his head crowned with thorns— hii 
countenance beaming with infinite love — and his hetft, 
his holy, compassionate, pierced, and bleeding heart ! Then, 
indeed, lie knows not what to think of it, and can scarcely 
yet believe his eyes and ears. Ah, what feelings sprisg 
up within him, under the beams of such love and kind- 
ness I He falls with bursting heart at the feet of his Divine 
Deliverer, and pours forth floods of tears ! Ah, these «rt 
tears no longer wrung from him by despair, but flowing 
from the deepest fountain of love. For servile fear, there 
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[lai come to be a child-like revereoce and humility ; for 
the trembling of guilt, a deep and holy shame, in which 
iie Inttemess of remorse is past. Enmity to the law has 
tow departed from his heart ; for how should he hate a 
aw that is no longer formidable, — a law that neither irri- 
ates, nor depresses, nor condemns? His enmity to the 
aw is changed into love; for it is the expression of the 
inQ of him, to whose mercy he owes his whole salvation. 
9e DOW, therefore, delights in the law, and flees from sin 
18 from a serpent. He flees from it, not from outward 
sompiilsion, but inward impulsion, — not from fear of 
inmishment, but from love to that Holy Saviour, whom 
it is his supreme desire to obey, and to whose glory he 
iedicates hims'elf with his whole heart. This, then, is true 
ind godly repentance unto life ; repentance springing from 
die first love of the gospel, and always attended with faith. 
A. wonderful death has now taken place. The ruinous 
illiance between the sinner and the law is dissolved, and 
that lawfully. The law now leaves him in peace ; for the 
bfllfover in Chiist is made " the righteousness of God in 
him,'* and even the demands of the law are changed in 
tbeir character; for what it commands is now nothmg 
note than the fruit which the good tree, out of an inward 
inndple of life, would produce of itself. 

Of a repentance so glorious as this, we see no traces in 
tbe sorrow of Ahab. The enmity to the law was not abo- 
Bihed in his mind, and slain by &ith and love. The penalty 
of fin made him tremble, not the sin itself. Had the law 
dsDonnced no curse against him, his transgressions would 
have cost him but little pain. Nay, because the punish- 
bent lingered, he turned back into the path of destruction, 
Bid thereby afforded the most undoubted evidence that his 
lonrow was no more than the fruit of selfish fear, and that 
tbe dominion and love of sin were not- destroyed within 



m. But though Ahab*s repentance was far from genuine^ 
tins did not prevent the Almighty, at whose feet he hum- 
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bled himself, from regarding it with some favour. He sent, 
therefore, his word to Elijah the Tishbite, foid said to bin. 
" Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me ? Be- 
cause he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring thi 
evil in his days ; but in his Bon*8 days will I bring the ev3 
on his house." Here there was a delay of execution, but do 
recall or reversal of judgment. The curse still rested upoi 
Ahab and his house. But even this mark of Divine respect 
to a repentance that had so little intrinsic worth, thii 
exemption of Ahab from experiencing in his own life the 
violence of all the impending storms, was an act of greet 
condescension and grace. But you ask, why did the Lord 
show this regard to a humiliation so little deserving of it? 
I answer, he did so to impress this truth deeply, by a livii^ 
example, on the king and all who witnessed his grief sod 
dejection, that self-abasement before his throne is the my 
to escape his judgments, and obtain his fSavour. We aie to 
look upon it as an encouragement to Ahab to proceed in the 
right direction, just as the first promising attempt of a iMh 
vice in any art, however defective it may be, is greeted^ 
cheering approval. This was the first step which, thou^ it 
did not lead from death unto life, prepared the way for 
those which did so. We must be careful, however, of sop* 
posing it a certain mark of our state of grace, that we at 
any time of our life experience the like forbearance of God 
on humbling ourselves before him, that he vouchsafee e 
signal answer to our cry of distress, and in consequence o^ 
our regrets and confessions, rolls away some of the hstsff 
clouds that hang over us. This was, perhaps, nothing ntfe 
than an encouragement of the first defective attempts or 
the novice in the school of repentance ; but by no meaoe* 
distinct proof that our prayer and humiliation were the finiU 
of godly sorrow, or that we were restored to the fiivoor of 
God. All history teaches us, that whenever a kinfi; or 
people have given glory to the King of kings, even by ottt- 
ward appearance, this confession has been crowned witb 
signal blessings from God ; but he that should thence inier 
that these nations and princes were especial objects of Go^"* 
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krouTf would often find himself premature in his concln- 
nons. There are men among ourselves also, whom we dare 
not r^ard as regenerated persons, who, notwithstanding, 
take their stand on the side of gospel truth, and maintain a 
certain form of devotion, with prayer and humiliation, be- 
fore the Most High, and are influenced by some fear of the 
DiTine displeasure, and are capable of an apparently lively 
interest in the concerns of Christ^s kingdom. We find, ac- 
sordin^y, that GU)d blesses their house, and prospers their 
sntward lot, so that they acquire the respect and esteem of 
lUweD-disposed men, and enjoy, amid general good-will, the 
dnndant supplies of this world^s good. But Gk>d forbid that 
these men should conclude from this state of things, that 
they really belong to the number of the saints of God, and 
bare entered into the congregation of the righteous. How 
&tal would such a conclusion be ! No, God blesses them 
only in his wise providence, though they have little more 
than a name to live, in order to make of them living exam- 
ples to others, that he will not be backward to acknowledge 
the smallest approach to his service, and that the outward 
frnits of godlmess are prosperity and honour. He makes 
use of them as instruments for Ids own glorious purposes, 
ttid not to seal their assurance of adoption. Let none of you, 
toy brethren, deceive himself; for " except ye be bom again, 
fe cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven." And if ye 
toe not bom again, it will be said of you, as of Ahab, " Seest 
khoa how they humble themselves before me? Because 
^bej humble themselves before me, I will not bring evil 
upon them in their lifetime." But that day shall at the last 
^ake them unawares as a thief, and the voice of judgment 
ihaU startle them, ^'I know you not, whence ye are. 1 
never knew you; depart from me, ye workers of ini- 
imty." 

As many of you, my brethren, as are still " without/* 
>re in a situation similar to that of Ahab in the field of Na- 
ktih. Awful curses have been denounced against you, dark 
tlouds of judgment hang over your heads ; in these clouds 

ileeps the thunder, and it will awake the lightning, and it 

18 
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shall strike you throngh snddenly. One way of escape if 
still open, but one; self-condemnatioD and self-rennndation) 
Not that these things have any value m Otod^a sight of them- 
selves, but they speak the felt need of a better righteooi* 
ness, and that need shall be supplied by the righteousnen 
of God. As soon as you stretch out the hand of faith in 
the hour of trouble to lay hold on this, the instruments of 
death are cast aside, the terrors of the curse are hushedi 
the decree of grace goes forth from the eternal throne, and 
the rainbow of the covenant overspans your heaven with 
its glorious promise, " I will no more be wroth with thee^ 
nor rebuke thee." 

Here we take leave of king Ahab. Let his example be, 
and remain to us, an awful warning, that a sinner, after the 
most remarkable visitations of Gk>d, the strongest allure- 
ments, the liveliest emotions, yea. after a struggle of repent- 
ance, and a wonderful answer to his prayers, may yet come 
short and be lost forever. O, may our repentance be better 
than that of Ahab, else we may look forward to a more 
fearful repentance still, when it is too late ! Tes, when the 
hour is come, in which the axe is laid to the root of the tree, 
and as it falls it must lie for ever, when hope is over and 
retreat cut off by a ^ great gulf fixed," and the world htf 
fled with all but the memory of its sins, and the dark prison- 
houAe of eternity is opening wide — ^then repentance wiB 
overtake you. But O, what repentance ! not unto life, bot 
unto death I Alas, how many among you, whose '^ neck ii 
as iron," " and whose brow is as brass," shall quiver iritb 
strange fear, and hide yourselves in the holes and clefts of 
the rocks, and call on the mountains to fall on yon and 
cover you from the wrath of the Lamb ; and ever and anon 
shall burst forth the groan of anguish, and the piteous afi 
" My poor, poor soul! Undone I Undone I" And who 
shall comfort you, since all holy beings see that your repent- 
ance is no godly repentance, no mourning for spiritual min, 
no grief for the loss of righteousness, no sighing and longing 
after the love and communion of God; but a shudder of 
suffering nature, a trembling of despair, such as devils feel 
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I cowering before the Most High, such as the evil spirits 
jonfessed when they felt the oonqneror of Satan near, a 
troggle to escape from themselves and Grod, snch as the 
emons felt when they prayed him not to command them 
way into the deep. Gt>d be merciful to us, dear brethren, 
id grant us that repentance unto salvation that needeth not 
» be repented of. Let our repentance be like that of the 
eeping child, which can have no peace till the eye of the 
fisnded parent again rest on it in love ; like that of the 
rieving Magdalene, who sunk at the Saviour's feet, and 
odd not go till He spoke the words of pardon. Let love 
B the Boul of it, and faith its guiding light, and a thorough 
reach with the kingdom of darkness its first movement, and 
a entire surrender to the Lord, the seal of its security, 
lien shall our tears be numbered in heaven, and call forth 
joy among the angels ; and the Lord himself shall stretch 
Qcth both hands and wipe them away, and give us the first 
Mgo and seal of our adopti<»), in t^e sacred sadness that 
"mma behind. 



X.-THE JOURNEY TO EKRON. 

*hoT thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob ; thou hast 
iten weary of me, O Israel.*' Isa. xliii. 22. I hardly know 
(Acre affecting expression than this. It is the mournful 
iBinplaint of a neglected and disregarded friend. And who 
I tfiis ill-requited, this complaining friend ? It is He who 
I love itself; it is the God of tender compassion, the Savi- 
tr of sinners. And must he thus complain? Ah, who has 
ieh sad reason I If there be on earth one that is forgotten, 
Stt^garded, or mistaken, adorable Friend of sinners, it is 
Wj Yea, does not all the world appear to have conspired 
i>blot out his remembrance? The church, which is called 
7 his name, for the greater part rejects him. Over the 
corn of many of our Chnstian sanctuaries might be written 
^ words, " Why seek ye the living among the dead ?" 
%e pastors of his flock, in great numbers, refuse to hear his 
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voice. Tlie seal of the Lan\b is, in the profane language of 
the day, a brand of infamy. Politeness forbids even tlw 
mention of his name ; social life has cast out the Lord of 
glory as the disturber of its peace ; Science scarcely deigns 
a serious notice of Him more ; Art consecrates its colonn 
and its tones to other gods, and most of the writings and 
books which circulate through the world, cry out, *' I knov 
not the man/' and are moved by no cock-crow to repent- 
ance. 

There is ground, then, for the mournful complaint of tbe 
Holy One of Israel, "Thou hast not called upon me; thoc 
hast been weary of me." Who will doubt that he baa i 
right to make this complaint, and a perfect claim to oar 
affectionate remembrance ! Behold, he stands before thee 
a man of unparalleled sorrows, his bleeding head croimed 
with thorns; his sacred form marred by innumenUe 
wounds. Methinks thou shouldst know by this time the 
meaning of the strange sight I His look was once &r other- 
wise. He was in the bosom of the Father, in the fonn of 
God ; and the glory which he had with the Father, before 
the world was, left him in no need of thy poor service or of 
mine. But in his heart there kindled of itself the flame of 
sacrifice, the free love of sinners ; and for this he chose no 
longer to be alone, no longer to dwell apart in his own in- 
finity, but to form the head of a sacred body; and, be aston- 
ished, ye heavens ! to complete himself through us I Te^ 
sinner, that he might become thy brother, and unite thee 
with himself in his glory, he united himself with thee in thy 
death. Thy sins he took upon himself in judgment, to by 
hisi virtues upon thee ; and bowed beneath thy curse in deetb) 
to serve thee heir to his wondrous merits. Behold, thiehtf 
he done for us ! What thinkest thou then ? Does he »^ 
too much in the remonstrance, " Thou hast not called upon 
me." And this is still the soft Ifmguage of wounded love I 
Surely it goes deeper to the heart than the sword of ven- 
geance ! 

The touching complaint is addressed to all of us. Wonl^ 
that it found a ready ear and an open heart ! Say» ^S 



I 
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brother, didsi thou once know him, or stand near him, as if 
thou wert his friend ; and dost thoa now care to know him 
DO more? Ah, look npward; his eye of love is still npon 
thee, thou backsliding child, and its look is sad and painful. 
Hsst thou once lain at his feet, and dost thou now play the 
traitor with the world ? Hast thou taken from his hands 
the bread of life, and art thou now returned to the husks of 
the prodigal? Ah, turn not away from his eye. It seems 
to ask thee, '' Knowest thou me?" It seems to implore 
thee, ^ Be not weary of me." Return, thou fiuthless one, 
to lus embrace, and let thy soul dissolve in tears of peni- 
tence ! Think what he has done for thee, from thy youth 
Dp; how the buckler of his fiEuthfulness has shielded thee, 
ind how his strong hand has drawn thee often forth from the 
fcnful pit and the miry clay. There was a time when all 
this seemed to thee from the Lord; is that time foigotteu, 
Rsd with it the Lord himself? If so, thy memory is &Ise 
md treacherous compared with his. For behold he still 
stands before thee, and his language is, *' Be not weary of 
tneP O regard this petition of foigiving and inviting love! 

smite upon thy breast, and say, '^ Grod be merciful to me 
i sbmer 1 1£ I foiget thee, may my right hand foiget its 
ionningl O, be not deaf to the call of the most condescend- 
Bg, the most amazing love. It is the Creator of all things 
heading with the creature ; the supremely good and holy 
lefaig with the sinner. Who can fathom this depth I Let 
■ believe that, however astonishing, it is yet true ; and 
or hearts will surely be grieved for ever, and live to God 

1 Christ Jesus. May the lesson of this day open up to us 
tin fiirther this strange mystery of love, and bring our souls 
lore deeply under its almighty influence. 

3 KINGS L 2-i. 

"And Ahariali fell down throngh a lattice in his npper chamber fbat wai 
I SMnarla, and was sick; and he sent messengers, and said onto them, Go, 
^ptat of Baal-xebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this dis* 
isaf But the angel of the Lord said to El^ah Ihe Tislibite, Arise, go np to 
leat 0>e messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not 
eeaose there is not a €rod in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal-zebnb the 
Dd of Eknm ? Now, therefore, thus saith the Lord, Thou shaLt not «na^ 



278 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE, 

down from Uiat bed on which than art sane np^ but abalt matij dkk Aal 
EUjah departed.** 

This narrative may lead us to many serious refledioBS. 
May the Lord accompany it with his blessing. We ahafl 
consider, I. The application to iSsron. IL The Divine 
jealousy. III. None but Jesus. 

I. The kingdom of Israel is now passed into other handi. 
Ahab has fallen by the stroke of the Lord, and the throne 
is filled by his son Ahaziah, a worthless prince, who did only 
evil in the sight of the Lord, walking in the ways of hk 
father and mother, and causing Israel to sin. He senred 
Baal and worshipped him, and provoked the Lord God (d 
Israel to anger, as his father Ahab had done. The Almi^ity, 
therefore, could not return the sword of vengeance to iti 
scabbard. The first heavy stroke on Ahariah was an in- 
vasion of the Moabites. For a long period this people hsd 
been tributary to the kings of Israel ; but they now re- 
volted, and recovered their independence by force. Ano- 
ther visitation which Ahaziah experienced, is related in 
the narrative before us. Standing one day on a balcony 
of his palace, the balustrade on which he leaned suddenly 
gave way. The king was severely injured by the &U, and 
" was sick." 

Ahaziah lies then on a bed of pain ; but, alas, we be- 
hold in him the same state of mind that so many sImv 
who come within our own observation. It is a spectacle 
far from cheering, and furnishes another sad proof of the 
truth, that the sharpest stings of outward trial are unable 
to pierce the hardened heart of the sinner; and that the 
power which converts the soul lies not in outward oaknii- 
ties and distresses, but solely in the mercy of Grod, and the 
victorious operations of his almighty grace. What hadbe^ 
wanting to Ahaziah in his father^s lifetime, that might have 
been thought likely to lead him to repentance ! How re- 
markably had the Almighty revealed himself anew in Israeli 
and what overwhelming proofs had he given of his severity 
and jealousy I All this must have been fresh in Ahaziah s 
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Hind ; yet he acts as if snch great realities, with the fearful 
•nd of his own father, had been no more in his sight than 
he fleeting images of a dream ; and, instead of humbling 
limaelf before the living Gk)d, his heart is given to idolatry, 
nd he flees to his gods in the time of trouble. In the Phi- 
istine city oi Eknm there was an oracle, sacred to the god 
Baal-zebub, that is, the god of flies, so called either from 
h» plague of flies common in that region being attributed 
LO his displeasure, or from his being honoured as a protec- 
tor firom that plague. This idol was supposed to answer, by 
bis priests, all inquiries respecting the future fortunes and 
svents of life ; and so great was the fidth in these responses, 
that the shrine was a constant resort of pilgrims from other 
luarters. That the predictions and miracles, that distin- 
jaished this oracle, were not the work merely of fraud and 
priestcnft, but rested on something real, which was pro- 
ioeed by infernal influence, is just as little susceptible of 
loabt, as it is that heathemsm in general was supported by 
the arts of eyil spirits, without which it would not have sub- 
ittted for half a century. When at last, in the Diyine judg- 
nent of antichrist and his kingdom, Satan shall sufler that 
qgnal defeat which is predicted in the word of God, it will 
leed no farther proof that it was he who created and up- 
leld idolatry, and that through his magic power, that sys- 
em of darkness and fiEdsehood received its principal sup- 
KMTt No tooner shall heathenism be stripped c£ this Sat-a- 
wi garb, than it will be as if scales had fidlen from tlie eyes 
»f the blind ; they will be confounded to think that they 
tave adhered for thousands of years to a pure nonentity, 
nd will come from the east and the west to worship the 
i/ord in Zion. The oracle of the idol at Ekron was the first 
rhkh it occurred to the sick king at Samaria to consult. 
ie assembled his servants about him, to perpetrate by their 
Deans an act of impiety, than which none greater could be 
MHumitted in IsraeL *^ Go,'* said he openly and shame- 
essly, <' and inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whe- 
iier I shall recover of this disease." 
The infamous example of Ahaziali cannot be followed ia 



2S0 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 

cur times iu its naked letter, as idol- worship has long smee 
bMn banished from the midst of us, and the woild is too ! 
enlightened to consult the devil in person, having long been | 
disposed to count Satan and hell among the gloomy pbaa- | 
toms of a rude antiquity. And yet, if we examine the mat' 
ter closely, we shall find that even this philosophic centny 
is full of that heathen leaven, though it is now moulded into 
a more refined form ; and we shall learn by experience, tint 
the rejection of the sure word of prophecy, only leads to i 
new superstition. The presentiment of an invisible woild, 
and the felt need of penetrating into its mysteries, are inde- 
libly impressed on every human heart. But the man who 
refiises to subject this longing curiosity to the dictates of 
Scripture, and to seek the satisfiiction of his desire in Di- 
vine revelation, will inevitably fall a prey to the delnrioni 
of darkness and imposture. As a counterpart to the on- 
cle of Ekron and of Endor, we have in the present day clair- 
voyants and somnambulists ; instead of the Delphic tripod 
and the Dodonian oak, we have pretended prophets and 
fortune-tellers, whose number is greater among the people 
than is commonly imaged ; and if these are too silly to 
move us, we have forebodings, presentiments, dreams, Ac, 
to which many trust as the voice of inspiration, and make 
their peace of mind depend on them. The place of the 
ancient heathen mysteries is occupied by a set of secret as- 
sociations, in whose mystic obscurities thousands seek those 
disclosures which they refuse to receive from the mouth of 
the living God ; and though they can smile with conde- 
scending pity on the magical arts of antiquity, they d^ not 
despise to make trial of vulgar amulets and charms, which 
the popular belief endows with strange virtues, and to hope 
for the cure of diseases from one and another so-called sym- 
pathetic remedy. And once more, my friends, when we 
hear a mother entfeating the physician to save her child, 
and putting all her confidence in his skill, and even taking 
offence at his pious reference to the Divine ble&smg, ae what 
alone can make his remedies effectual, is not thb the very 
spirit of Ahaziah ? Is it not a running after idols, an ido- 
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htiy of secondary catues ? But alas ! how great is the 
Qomber of such practical atheists among us ; how many are 
there to whom it has never once occurred as a serious 
thought, that any thifig should be hoped for from the God 
of Israel, and who, in all their necessities and embarrass- 
ments, have no other CM than the creature, than dust and 
uhesl But woe unto those who give unto idols the honour 
(hn to Gh>d alone 1 For that the Lord does not regard them 
vitb indiffierenoe, the sequel of the narrative will make plain 
to an of UB. 

n. How then did Ahaziah succeed? He sends to Ekron, 
to consult Baal-zebub ; but, instead of the lying response 
of the idol, he hears the awful thunder of the living God. 
ffis messengers are already on their way, when the angel 
of Jehovah eomes to the Tishbite and directs him, saying, 
"Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Sama- 
lis, and say unto them, Is it because there is not a God in 
Inael, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ? 
Now, therefore, thus |aith the Lord, Thou shalt not come 
down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
•orely cQe.** It is Christ, the angel Jehovah, who spake 
thus to Elijah. Why it was He, is not hard to understand. 
He had the greatest reason to be displeased with Ahaziah *8 
impiety. It was He who sought to be a God for men and 
taaaoog men ; and who had done everything to gain the affec- 
tions of sinners to himself, and to constrain their trust and 
obedience. From the times of old he had heaped upon 
tsrael all possible proofs of his condescension, fovour, and 
'ove. Even in the days of the patriarchs, he had shown 
ihathis delights were with the sons of men, and that he was 
ready to guide his chosen people, not only by the Urim and 
rhummim of the high priest, but by his own immediate 
^ce and counsel. He had revealed himself as the Lord 
* who was ever nigh to all that call upon him in truth," and 
lad so manifested his love to sinners, that it might seem as 
f he lived only for their sakes ; and now we see them refus- 
ing to come to him, and following after the nain idol of 
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Ekrou. The offence cried to heaven, and justly provoked 
him to anger; and, therefore, he appeared in person t« 
complun of such ingratitude, and to furnish the messengen 
with the sadly just remonstrance, '' Is it because there is no 
God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-aebub the god 
ofEkron?" 

I can imagine with what difficulty some may be convinced 
that it was in truth no other than the Eternal God thrt 
here i^peared to Elijah, and spoke to him as the efaildnB 
of men to each other; and, no doubt, they never will beliefi 
it, till they have learnt to know Him in his deepest hamOi- 
ation, by the manger and the cross, and in the fulness o( 
tliat love which made him willing to be despised and re- 
jected of men that he might bring us to glory, and in wlueb 
he devoted himself to death as the Lamb of GU>d, that he 
might obtain by his blood eternal redemption for us. He 
that has once become acquainted witb him in these deep 
humiliations, can look on all other acts of his condescension 
without astonishment. He who has seen the greater, ceasei 
to be amazed at the less. 

And let no one stumble at the fact, that the mighty God 
appears in our history, like the children of men, in beiiig 
provoked at beuig passed by, while inquiry was made at 
Ekron. Such a God, and no other is our God, and audi 
he will abide, blessed be his name I Surely he is not roost 
glorious to us in his unveiled dignity, but in the veil of con- 
descension and love. It is because of the greatness of his 
love, that he cannot be indifferent how our hearts are 
affected towards him. He would have his people love him; 
and not only so, but he watches over our love to him with a 
holy jealousy, and seeks to possess it alone, entire, undi- 
vided, and exclusive. Yes, his children may well be on their 
guard against the smallest distraction of their love. He will 
not suffer it ; but will use severity to those who are as the 
apple of his eye. He will come with the rod and chastue 
them, saying, '* Ephraim, what hast thou to do any more 
with idols ?" or he will tear from their embrace the objects 
that divide their heart with him. For he must have on' 
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whdle heart, and how blessed shall we be if it is given entire 
to him " who alone is worthy.** 

III. And as he desires oar love onbroken and entire, so 
he will not snffier us to find onr peace, our confidence, and 
mar strength m any other than himself alone. Immanuel 
moi( be onr all in all. Do yon ask what this implies ? 
CHadly do I embrace the present opportunity of bringing 
this vital snbject clearly before your minds. You know the 
Uening of Moses pronounced on Levi, '' Let thy Urim and 
thy Thummim, O Levi, (thy light and thy righteousness,) 
be with thy Holy One.** Dent, xxxiii. 8. Here you have 
the answer to your question. The " Holy One" was not 
Aaron, but Aaron's antitype, Christ, the true High Priest ; 
and Levi is taken for a type of the chosen people of Qod, 
80 that the blessing of Moses, in its highest sense, is this, 
''Let thy Urim and Thummim rest and abide for ever with 
Christ.** Now, as the Urim and Thummim, or that square 
breast-plate set with twelve precious stones, after the num- 
ber of the tribes of Israel, which the high priest wore, was 
&e distinctiye badge of his high-priesthood, the language 
of Moses is, '' Separate not the high-priesthood from Jesus, 
leave him in full possession of his glorious office.'* Not, as 
if we could by our backsliding suspend the intercessions 
of our Redeemer for us, or escape from the range of his 
bi^-priestly care. . But we may sever the high-priesthood 
fiom onr Lord, by losing our own sense of its need and hal- 
lowed influence, and sinfully placing it elsewhere than in 
Christ. When, after being " known of God,** we fall into 
lin, we are too apt to distrust the Lord*s mercy, and lose 
lij^ of our great Advocate with the Father. We weep; 
bat the tears are those of servile fear, or mortified self* 
confidence ; we make vows for the future, and approach 
God in the strength of our own resolutions, rather than 
the aU-suffident grace of our Surety. This is to take 
tway the priesthood from Christ, in its peace-speaking- 
power to the conscience, and its strengthening power to 
the affections and the will ; and against this tbe warning is 
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directed, "Let thy Urim and Thammim be with thj Holy 
One." 

No complaints are heard more frequently from believen 
than those which are made over their poor attainments ii 
praying, praising, and thanksgiving. And with these ii 
very naturally connected, the fear that their half-stifled 
cries cannot pass through the heavens, and find a hei^ 
of God. But how foolish and unbelieving is this condnetl 
This is to put the Urim and Thummim on your own bresi^ 
and to come before the Eternal with incense from the ces- 
ser of your own merits. Do you know so little of the grsit 
Advocate who stands day and night before the Father, to 
receive the weak and broken petitions of his saints as thsf 
rise, and to complete them by the addition of his own inte^ 
cessions ? And do you not know that the blood of Chnst, 
the sufferings and death of Christ, the obedience and rigbt- 
eousness of Christ, the whole sum of the unspeakably pi«- 
cious work of Christ, prays with and for you ? Think, my 
redeemed brother, that though thou canst utter but three 
words before God, and only lisp and stammer at the foot of 
his throne, thy broken voice is that of one whom God bves 
with the same love with which he regards his only begofr* 
ten, and on whom he thought from eternity in his lost 
estate, and reconciled when yet an enemy, by the death of 
his Son. Hold fast, then, this confidence in prayer. Be- 
meraber that your High Priest prays with and for you, vo^ 
that your prayers are accepted in the Beloved. This wiH 
give unction to all your petitions, and teach you that sgvA 
of prayer in faith to which nothing is denied. 

In the breast-plate of the high priest were twelve of the 
most precious stones, on which were engraven the names o^ 
the twelve tribes of Israel. The resplendent light and glory 
which thus shone around the names of the chosen people) 
were emblematic of the beauty and glory of the children w 
God, which they possess in their true High Priest. Hence 
they teach us not to separate our sanctification from Christ; 
but, in this sense also, to let our Urim and Thunmlim he 
with the Holy One. But alas I in how many ways is this 
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l-importaut rule practically set at nought among pro- 
seed ChristianB ; nay, how many systems, great and small, 
e there established in direct defiance of it I The proud 
did of the dost, in the loftiness of his heart, must have an 
dependent holiness of his own. It is a hereditary disease ; 
tt woold that the professed sons of Gh)d did not retain so 
my dregs of it. Bat what do we see ? One society of 
-called Christians after another, given up to the self- 
l^ifceoiis porsnit of the phantom virtue, and even dream- 
g that they have overtaken and secured it. Others mul- 
ply restraints and impose prohibitions, " touch not, taste 
)t, handle not,** and profess to have reached, by this lad- 
ar of pride, attainments in holiness which they can dis- 
use to others. These are your sticklers for seasons and 
iiees of prayer, your devotees by the clock, your sanctu- 
y and Sabbath saints, and well-going people o^ form, who 
y their head on their pillow with a good conscience, when 
le daily routine of religion has been run over in thought, 
id all found exact and punctual ; these are the vain dream- 
B whom the gospel arouses not, and who, in outward ges- 
res and mystic quietism, and voluntary austerities, and 
her similar inventions of will- worship, seek their own 
oiy, and even boast of a complete purification from the 
ist taint of sin. All are deluded by their own self-right- 
iw blindness ; all are walking in the same fearful path of 
ror, ignorant alike of the depths of their own depravity 
id of the holiness of the Most High. Happy those who 
kve learned that God*s glory is the end, and God^s grace, 
rough Christ, the means of our holiness ! The ground of 
IT hope and confidence is, and must be for ever, the per- 
ction of our Surety, which is ours by pure favour of God. 
is the consciousness of being thus complete in Jesus, 
hich is the spring of true Christian virtue, of which the 
)dy is humility, the soul is love, and the end and aim the 
ivine honour. Resolve, then, to be nothing in thyself, by 
i^fdf, or for thy self. Say rather with the spiritual poet:-^ 

**Had I an an^rers holineaa, 

rd lay aside the ahining dress, 

And choose my Saviour'e righteonaoess." 
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When it was desired in Israel to learn God's will and 
purpose, application was made to the high priest, who, bjf 
means of the Urim and Thummim, gave the wished-fv 
answer in the name of God. This drcomstancse may teidi 
OS to draw a new lesson from the blessing of Moses. Id 
us leave onr concerns in the hand of Christ, and make not 
oorselves onr comisellors. O ye of little fiuth, who m 
still asking the anxious question, " What shall we est, or 
what shall we drink, or wherewithal shall we be clothed?* ' 
Consider what you do. Is your High Priest dead, and vad 
ye bear the breast-plate of office yourselves ? Cast yost 
care on Him, and He will keep your mind in perfect peace; 
Farther, let your light and direction for the future be with 
him. Be not perplexed by this or that untoward proYi- 
dence. All will come to pass as the great Prophet lai 
long ago predicted. From the watchtower of his prophecifli 
look forth upon the world, and you will have a sure footing 
amid the turmoil of this distracted age. You will knov 
already the substance of all ephemeral views, for you can 
now read the book of the world^s history, and under- 
stand its sequel and the glorious dose. Over the gloomy 
fore-ground your eye darts away into the golden distaooe 
that lies beyond, and sees the clouds of the present tinged 
with the rosy dawn of the coming jubilee. Lastly, let otf 
whole wisdom be with Christ. Let us hold fast the sat6 
word of prophecy, and that all the more firmly and valiantl/f 
the more unblushingly the father of lies comes abroad in 
our day, to drive us from the security of our citadel, and 
wrest these weapons of Divine temper from our hands. 
Away with that philosophy and science which are &lsely ^ 
called, away with the dreams of new revelations, away with 
the visionaries and inflated enthusiasts, whose cry ia stiHt 
'* Spirit and life I" while all the while they desire nothing 
but a " fair show in the flesh," and who tremble not to lay 
impious hands on the sacred letter of the written word, 
" Let that, therefore, abide in you which ye have heard 
from the beginning." '* Keep that which is committed unto 
you ; but shun profane and vain babblings." Yes, let thy 
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igbt and thy rigfateonsDess, thy knowledge, thy counsel, 
lod thy wisdom be with thy Holy One. 

Am the nsmes of the children of Israel were written on 
he breast-plate of the high priest, let ns remember that 
Sirist bears the names of his children on his heart. They 
n laid <m him by the Father, and his name is laid on them. 
Isnee a blessed community with Christ in his sufferings 
od glory. Christ is not dead and arisen, and ascended to 
WKfen, and crowned with glory and honour for himself 
Jooe, bat every belierer in him ! This is an unspeakably 
jreat and sacred mystery. Of this all the apostles were 
Msmaded, in the fidth of it they all lived and died, and 
hflj have given us their testimony with all solemnity that 
ft is even so. '^ I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I 
Kre." ^ Te are dead, and your life is hid with Christen 
sfod." ** Quist is risen from the dead, and become the 
hst fruits of them that slept." It was this that called 
brth the triumphant language. '' Who shall lay any thing 

the chaige of God's elect? It is God that justifieth; 
rho is he that condenmeth? It is Christ that died; yea, 
ither that is risen Again, who also maketh intercession for 
8.** '^ O death, where is thy sting ; grave, where is thy 
ietoiy?" Let our faith be that of Paul, and we shall 
{ually glory in the High Priest of our profession. 

The high priest, as you know, bore the names of the chil- 
ren of Israel on his heart. And so it is upon his heart 
lat Christ bears your names, upon his heart that was wrung 
ith anguish and pierced with the spear for you. Consider 
le import of tliis glorious truth, ''As my Father hath loved 
le, so have I loved yon.*' And shall we not then cleave to 
lis compassionate High Priest ? not only in our ultimate 
ttachment to his cause, (for if we are truly his, he will hold 

1 fiwt for ever, amid all our unfaithfulness), but in our con 
tant self-dedication to him, and unbroken enjoyment of his 
dlowship. Let no felt deadness of heart then, let no spin* 
Dal drought, let no seeming rejection of our prayers, awaken 
n ns doubts of his love, or call forth the unbelieving cry, 
'The Lord hath forsaken me» and my God hath forgotten 
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me.** Let us maintain in aU drcamntaiices the Uesset 
adoosness of his love, and the joyfnl and holy cahn d 
which flows from this eonvictimi. I^et ns look upoi 
selves more and more, as our assurance grows with in 
of faith and holiness, as hound with aU that we are anc 
to the heart of the great Mediator, and aa warranted tc 
mit to him the whole care of our direction, and sane 
tion, and preservation, unto the day of the Lord. Om 
Shepherd, Advocate, and Intercessor, has received the c 
of all that the Father has given him, to lose nothing. 
Behold, then, my brethren. Him who is, and mn 
your all in alL Seeing that he is made of God nn 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and ret 
tion; to look, however obliquely to any other quart 
that help which he has provided for us, is a base in 
tnde, an insult to his offices, an act of treason again 
Majesty. Cursed then be tiie paths that lead to 1 
and to Ekron ! halt and lame must the feet be ib 
found in these ways ! There is a God in Israel, wl 
astonished ye heavens! sumds ready to supply the si 
need with a Divine fulness of help, and righteousnea 
salvation! To whom do we owe our love, our confi< 
our sours all, but to him 1 O Israel, be dissolved in 
before thy King, and let the words be henceforth grai 
thy heart, *^ Let thy Urim and thy Thummim ever b 
thy Holy One." 



XL-THE PREACHING BY FIRE. 

The life of the Church of Grod upon earth manifests 
in a threefold activity, in Reformation, in Christian I 
and in Missionary Enterprise. Of this threefold de^ 
ment of life in the true Church, the apostle speaks in 
u. 20-23. 

By Reformation, we understand the efforts ot the C 
to cast out every foreign and unscriptural element th; 
crept in ; to purify herself from errors, and to build 1 
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the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

himself heing the chief comer stone* 

UnioUi we understand that vital energy of the Church, 

bj she seeks to combine believers more closely toge- 

3^ to promote more and more their growing up in all 

unto him who is the Head. " That/* as the apostle 

' the whole building, fitly framed together, may grow 

I holy tonple in the Loid.** 

Missionary activity, it is the effort of the Church to 

I her boundaries to recover new provinces from the 

of darkness, to increase the number of her children, 

er from heathen abroad, or practical heathen at home, 

build them together on the same foundation " for an 

tion of God through the Spirit.*' 

erever, then, the true Church is to be found, she will, 

cases, display this threefold character, although it 

)nly happens, that some one of these activities is 

te predominate over the others. Among us, for 

le, the Church has much less to do in the way of 

ation than elsewhere, for the creed of the majority 

us is orthodox, and accordant with Scripture. The 

1 can therefore with us apply herself all the more to 

fication and union of her own members, and to the fur- 

:tension of the spiritual fold. But, in general, it may 

I of our age, that the reforming activity of the true 

I is the predominant one; her work is to lay the foun- 

since the spirit of falsehood has dared to attack the 

isis of the Church of Christ. 

h stands before us as the greatest reformer of the 

i dispensation. The restoration of idolatrous Israel 

Guth of their forefathers, was the work ^ven him to 

1 thus the prevailing character of his age was that of 

ition. Let us keep this principle steadily in view in 

dy of his life; we will then be enabled to interpret 

the peculiar character of his measures ; and the his- 

lich we are now to consider will, among others, lose 

ect of strangeness which it presents to us on its first 

ince. 

19 
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9KIirQSL»-17. 

** And wheo the meaiengvn turned bedt nnto bim, he eaid unto them, Wlqr 
are ye now tamed tMck? And fheynid nnto bim, There came amen iq»ti 
meet na, and aaid onto na, Oo, turn again nnto the king that aoit yon, aal 
say nnto him, Thna saith the Lord, la it not becsnae there la not a CM if 
Israel, that thon aendeat to inquire of Baal-aebub the God of EkronY then- 
fore thon ahalt not come down from that bed on wliich thou art gone va M 
ahalt anrely die. AndbesaiduntothenB, What manner <tf man waa he idikk 
came np to meet yon, and told yon theaewordaf And they anawered Ui^ 
He waa an Iiairy man, and girt with a glxdle of leather abontbialoim. ial 
he said. It ia EUJah the Tiahbltei Then the king aent nnto Um a eaptala «( 
flf^ with his fifty: and he went np to him; (and, behold, he aat (m tte tV 
of an bin:) and he spake nntahim, llion man of God, die Ung batii w^ 
Comedown. And EUJahanawered, and aaid to flie captain of fifty. If I tes 
roan ot God, then let fire come down flrom heayen, and oonaome thee and ttgr 
fifty. And there came down fire from heayen, and consumed him and bk 
fifty. Again also he sent nnto him another captain of fifty with bia fifty: 9M 
he answered and said nnto hbn, O man of God, thna hath tiie Uog mlA, 
Come down qnickly. And l^ah anawered and aaid nnto them. If I to « 
man of God, let fire come down flrom heayen, and ocmsnme thee and Uiy flftl^ 
And the fire of God came down flrom heaven, and oonsnmed him and Usili^ 
And be sent again a captain oi the third fifty with bia fifty: and the ttiri 
captain of fifty went np, and eame and feU on his kneea before El^afa, 9M 
besought him, and said unto him, man of God, I pray thee, let my lift loA 
the lifiB <tf these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy right Behold, tttn ^ 



came fire down flrom heaven, and burnt up the two captaina of the flontf 
fifties with their fifties ; therefore let my life now be predoua in thy d|^ 
And the angel of the Lord said unto Eiyah, Go down with him; be not sfrdd 
of him. And he arose, and went down with Um unto the Ung. AndheaU j 
nnto him, Thua aaith the Lord, Forasmuch aa thon hast sent mesaeasen i* 
inquire of Baal-iebub the God of Eknm, Ob it not because there ta no Godii 
Israel to hiquire of his word?) therefore thon sbalt not come down oif ^ ] 
bed on which thon art gone up, but Shalt surely die. Sohedied, aooordlagtB j 
the word of the Lord which ^ah had spoken.** | 

Such, my friends, is the end of the narrative which coffl' 
menced with the mission to Ekron. Our GK)d is a consiun' 
ing fire. He will not be mocked ; and it is a fearful thing 
to fall into his hands. Let us tarry a little to contemplate 
this strange contest. Here we have, I. Ahaziah^s attempt 
against Elijah. II. The prophet's victory. III. Ahaiiah'' 
complete destruction. 

I. The messengers of King Ahaziah are already on theif 
way to execute the impious commission. Throwing th^ 
guilt of their enterprise on the head of him who devised it, 
they pass cheerfully on, and already anticipate the end oi 
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hear joomej. But in each courses we are ever liable to 
rr in our redkoning. The oracle comes ere tliey dream of 
t, and from a quarter the farthest from their imaginations, 
yi at once a living barrier stands in their way. A man of 
nj^ and commanding look suddenly appears before them, 
ilid in a hairy mantle, and his mien as dark and awful as 
ihe summit of Sinai with its clouds and thunder. Here is 
M embattled army, but only a single man, without armour 
or weapons. But the par^ stand at once aghast at his 
pppearance, and their train is startled and refuses to pro- 
eeed. ** The Tlshbite*' is whispered in alarm from mouth 
to mouth; but ere they gain time to inquire and take coun- 
sel, the awful stranger confronts them, and his alarming 
measage breaks on them like a storm. "Is it because there 
is not a God in Israel, that ye are going to inquire of Baal- 
sdmb, the God of Ekron? Return and tell your master, 
Unis saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from that 
bed on which diou art gone up, but shalt surely die." The 
tomger spoke, and turned and disappeared. Pale and 
rembling, the messengers gaze on each other, and know 
lot what to say. They had not dreamed of bringing their 
oaster so swift an answer, and that too without money and 
rithout price. And from whom did the oracle come ? They 
now too well that it comes from a source that could not 
e. They have lost all inclination to pursue their journey : 
iey shudder at the thought. The way seems wrapt in 
imes of fire, with the pit of Tophet at the further end. 
toe encounter with this terrible man was more than enough : 
ad they would rather have rushed into the bloodiest field 
P battle than met him once again. They turn about in 
KSte, as if the place were no longer safe, and return in 
lent consternation to Samaria. Verily, it cannot always 
e foreseen what one is to encounter in such journeys as to 
Setoii and Endor ! It is a dangerous recourse to turn aside 
!Oin the word of God, and follow after the lying vanities of 
Bperstition and imposture. Many a one, in such pre- 
iunptuous courses, has found disclosures which made bis 
ars tingle and his heart quake. And many have lost foe 
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ever the light of truth, and ''been given over to strong 
delusions to believe a lie." The case of Saul is the great 
scripture warning against this vain and impious cariosity. 
Fon know, in this tragic instance, how God himself sent op 
the prophet Samuel with a message of death; and mixe^ 
with the flagitious sport of the. conjurer, a scene of good 
earnest, which was terrible enough to crush for ever, in aU 
who should hear of it, all vain design to intermeddle with 
such arts of darkness. ''little cUldren, abide in him f 
" If any man draw backf** saith the Lord, " my sod shall 
have no pleasure in him.** 

n. We return to Samaria. King Ahaziah lies upon hii 
couch, and occupies himself with thinking how &r bii 
messengers may be by this time on thdr way. Suddenlj 
he hears the sound of footsteps, the door of his apartment 
opens, and the messengers stand before his bed. " How,** 
asks the monarch with no small surprise, " are you retornei 
so soon? What means this?'* And, without delay the 
messengers relate without reserve all that had be&llen then 
by the way. " There came a man up to meet us, and nid 
unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and | 
say unto him. Is it because there is not a God in Israel that ■ 
thou sendest to inquire of Baal-zebub the Gk)d of Ekion? 
therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on which 
thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.** The Islng hean 
and is confounded. But collecting himself^ as his amtf^ 
ment changed into rage and exasperation, he inquired, 
" What manner of man was he which came up to meet yoflf 
and told you these words !** " He was a hairy man,** ao' 
swered they, " and girt with a girdle of leather about hii 
loins.** This likeness was well known to the king. "Tes," 
(tays he, with an assumed composure, " I thought so ; it i^ 
Elijah the Tishbite.** 

The king gives liis messengers a sign to retire. " Send 
me hither one of my captains,** he cries with stifled but deep 
and burning resentment. The captain appears in the siol^ 
niunarch*s chamber, and reads in his master's looks the pof* 
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rt of his commissioii, ''(xo with your troop/* says he, 
eixe Elijah the Tlshlnte and bring him unto roe." The 
rtain bows submission and hastens to execute the king*s 
len. Beflect now on the amazing presumption which 
i sick monarch here displays ! He knows well enough 
10 the man is against whom he is about to employ force, 
s has witnessed the mighty deeds with which the Lord 
d accredited this his prophet. He is not ignorant how 
)d hears this man*s voice, how this mighty champion has 
hovah upon his side, and how all the heaven's tliunders, 
d lightnings, and flames of vengeance are at his com- 
ind. Tet aU this cannot prevent him from entering the 
ts with the prophet, and thus declaring war against the 
ng of kings. Thus his impiety infatuates his reason, and 
3 feverish fury of his passion banishes the last vestige ot 
A reflection. The stubble sets itself in array against the 
if a doud of vapour defies the storm. Surely the course 
nature is here invaded. And it is so. For strong 
usion has compassed round his apostate spirit, and the 
mp of Satan is already visible in his judicial hardening. 
rhe captain with his fifty has already marched forth, and 
not long in finding the enemy. On the summit of a 
ontain, probably on Carmel, they come in sight of the 
phet. There he sat, still and lonely, and lost in sacred 
illation. But he sat there like a king on his throne, 
ore in his God, and surrounded by an invisible host for a 
ord. He looks up, and beholds the troop with glittering 
18 approaching, and guesses at once from whom they 
"6 come and what is their errand. But he fears nothing 
his strong fortress. He will confront them under the 
iner of his Grod, and calmly permits their hostile advance, 
sy come nearer that they may shut their prisoner in; 
the regal dignity of the man, as he rises to meet them, 
I the majestic repose that is stamped on his countenance 
Mse a restraint on tlieir minds, and make them shrink 
m laying hands on him. They doubtless had a vivid 
isentiment of some outburst of ruin, should they dare to 
se such a man. The captain is satisfied with declaring, 
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in harsh and insolent words, his master's order, Thou man 
of God, the king hath said, Come down." The prophet 
sees the haughty bearing of this officer, aggravated as it wm 
by the conviction that its object was confessed to be a man 
of Grod. His soul bums with jealousy for the honour of his 
God, and, with a faith which could have removed mount 
Carmel from its base and cast it into the midst of the sei, 
he cries out "If I be a man of God, then let fire come dovn 
from heaven and consume thee and thy fifty." Scarcely 
has he spoken, ere the words have flown on high and waked 
the slumbering fire. The Lord hears, and denies not hit 
amen to prayers which seek his own glory. The sky it 
filled with a lurid blaze, and from the rent clouds the fire 
rushes down; and the captain with his fifty lies dead at the 
prophet*s feet I 

When this terrible event is made known to the king, with 
almost inconceivable madness, he is. hardened in his im- 
piety, and becomes so blind from rage, that instead of oh* 
serving against what power he was really making war, he 
sends a second captain and his fifty, seemingly more daring ^ 
and unscrupulous than the first, who finds Elijah still iu the \ 
same place. He draws near at the head of his troop to the 
servant of the Lord, and with unparalleled presumption, in 
sight of the slain around him, addresses him as harshly and 
scornfully as the former, " man of God, thus hath the 
king said, Come down quickly." " If I be a man of God," 
answers Elijah the second time, " let fire come down from 
heaven and consume thee and thy fifty." And the fire of 
God came down from heaven and consumed him and his 
fifty. 

One would have thought that intelligence of this second 
defeat must have caused a change in Ahaziah*s temper, and 
moved him to seek a truce from this unexampled and ruin- 
ous contest. But no. Though he should lose his whole 
army in the struggle, and sacrifice his crown and kingdom 
besides, nay, and his life also, he will not yield. He sends 
forth therefore a third captain with his fifty, and enjoins 
him to bring the prophet as his prisoner. The captain 
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departs with his company, and already we anticipate with 
boiTor the renewal of tne wrathM judgment. Elijah still sits 
m the same place upon the height. He thinks not of flight 
or of terms of peace with the enemies of his King. He is 
not afndd of many thousands, for he knows that the army 
(tf heaven which surrounds him could lay the whole array of 
Mrth*s legions in the dust. As now the third captain, at 
tbe head of his force, anives at the mount, and beholds the 
num of God surrounded by the dead bodies of the slain, he 
18 seized with a feeling of awful reverence, which he in vain 
endeavours to overcome. He feels that he is bearing arms 
•gainst heaven, nay, against the Almighty himself, thus to at- 
tack his ambassador ; and, overpowered with the awe of the 
presence of the man of God, and with the Eving conviction 
tiiat Elijah's God is the true Gt>d, he puts up his sword 
into the sheath, and his fifty with him, and reverently draw- 
ing near the prophet, exclaims, " O man of God, I pray thee, 
let my life and the life of these fifty, thy servants, be precious 
ID thy sight. Behold there came fire down from heaven and 
bomt up the two captains of the former fifties, with their' 
fifties; therefore let my. life now be precious in thy sight." 
0, how must Elijah have rejoiced at this submission to the 
living God, which delivered him from the mournful neces- 
sity of avenging the honour of his master, the third time, 
irith flames of fire. For, without controversy, his soul had 
DO pleasure in the death of the wicked; but it was his 
iefight, even as it is the deb'ght of his Lord, that the sinner 
should turn firom his ways and live. It must have cost 
lim no small struggle to call forth the sword of the Lord 
T(Hn its sheath, and the fire of the Lord from heaven. But 
irhere it was necessary, his divine commission enjoined it ; 
:he sacred end of his whole prophetic life required it, for 
he extirpation of idolatry and demon-worship, the resto< 
stion of the dishonoured law, and the rekindling of the ex- 
inguished faith of his fathers. The weapons of his war- 
are, then, were not carnal. They were wielded by that 
|ueen of passions, — love to God and his cause ; and bran- 
lished in the service of holy zeal, for the glory of Jehovah^s 
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name. It was because the canker of idolatry had eaten m 
deeply into the heart of the chosen people, that such pam- 
ful ezciidon and cautery was necessaxy) that the heahih id 
the daughter of Zaoh might be recovei^d. 

Let me remark further, that, in studying such narratifci 
as the present, we should ever bear in mind that the timfli 
of the Old Testament were very different from those ofthi 
Christian dispensation, and that much which it was proper fir 
Elijah to perform, would be fiur from right in a dbo^e of tbi 
New Testament. Ton aU know the pleasing contrast wldA 
our Saviour draws between the two dispensations, (Loki 
ix. 55), in relation to this one pomt of the divine treatment 
of sinners. No doubt the indignation of the disciples agaiitft 
that city of Samaria which refused to receive the Lord of 
Zion was in itself just and right ; only the way in whidi 
they sought to express their zeal for the honour of their 
master was totally alien from their character as disdples d 
the Son of Man. They wished, as ye know, to tread in the 
, footsteps of Elijah, and said, *^ Lord wilt thou that we cont- 
mand fire to fall from heaven and consume them, as Elitf 
did?** But what says the Lord himself. To indicate thit 
the whole of this procedure showed a misconception of the 
character of their age and their vocation, he replies, ^ Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye are of; for the Son of 
Man is not come to destroy men*s lives but to save them*" 
As if he had said, " The days of severity are past, and thoee 
of mildness have succeeded them. The discipline of Mount 
Sinai is no longer the rule ; but patience and love. Elijah 
was a herald of divine justice, and it behoved him to appetf 
as with the ensigns of majesty and terror. Te are messen- 
gers of peace, who have to win the hearts of sinners with 
the gospel of grace, and thus your feet must be beautiful 
upon the mountains.** And as it has in these last dayi 
been made manifest in the long-suffering with which the 
vessels of wrath are endured, that a hand once pierce^ 
sways the sceptre of the world*s government, and a Friend 
of sinners sits on the throne of dominion; so ought the 
New Testament Church to exhibit in its essence a true 
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nage of the gentle and patient Lamb of God, in whofte 
lood they are cleansed, and who, through endurance and 
offering, entered into his glory. The lovely image of the 
ompasaionate Son of Man ought to be visible in all his 
lembers, and the captivating lustre of his merciful and 
indons nature ought never to disappear from the society 
I his finends. Thus it is at all times infinitely more be- 
oming in us, as followers of the Larab, to pray for the 
siemies of the cause of truth, than to call down the light- 
nogs of heaven upon their heads. Unspeakably more ap- 
lopriate is it to our place, in patience and meekness to 
leap coals of fire upon the heads of our adversaries, and 
yrercome them by the power of love, than, in the spirit of 
h» law, to implore the wrath of the Almighty to go forth 
igsinst them. In short, our whole walk and conversation 
ihoiild make it manifest that we are the disciples of that 
Ulster ** who came not to destroy men*s lives but to save 
bem;** and that our poor hearts have found, at the foot of his 
xtMs, the fountain of that love opened in them, which finds 
t easy to bear all things, and believe all things, and endure 
H tilings, even that love which many waters cannot quench, 
or the floods drown. 

in. " man of God, let my life and the life of these fifty 
ly servants be precious in thy sight." Thus spake the 
drd captain, with entreaties and on his knees; and his 
neere submission was the means of his escape. "For 
od resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." 
he Lord said to Elijah, " Go down with him ; be not afraid 
' him.** What a command ! what a mission ! He was 
>w to enter into the very midst of the enemy^s camp, and 
peat to the enraged monarch at Samaria the oracle of 
)om. But the words, " Be not afraid," bear him up, as on 
ig^es* wings, above all care and anxiety. He leaves the 
nely hills, and hastens by the captain^s side to the royal city. 

As a conqueror enters the gates of some captured fortress, 
nid the waving of victorious banners, Elijah entered the 
ipital of Samaria. He knows that, in the gathering 
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crowds upou the street, he sees only embittered enemia; 
but he walks on with a dignity and majesty which overawei 
the most daring blasphemer, and checks every word ci 
reviling or insult. The king is twning impatiently on hii 
bed and asking fretfully whether there be not yet news d 
the last dispatched captain ; when lo, the door of his ap- 
partmeut opens, and who can describe Ahaziah's amaie- 
ment, as he sees the object of his nuJice, the man with tin 
hairy mantle and the leathern girdle, with grave and etaXdj 
mien approach his couch. The monarch is utterly daunted 
by the calm and solemn air of the man of God ; his rage 
is stifled and restrained ; and he feels himself quite at the 
prophet^s mercy. But Elijah utters no harsh word, no 
taunt of triumph. He knows that in this impious man he 
still beholds his lawful sovereign, the anointed of the hoiti 
He will not speak evil of dignities; or forget the sanctity 
which in Israel attached to the kingly crown. He lookf 
upon himself merely as the organ of the Divine voice, and 
puts his own personal wrongs and feelings of holy zeal aside. 
He keeps strictly to the letter of the Divine message ; and 
without deviating a hair's-breadth from it, he declares, 
** Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messen- 
gers to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ; is it not 
because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word ; 
therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on which 
thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.** Thus spake Elijah, 
and departed. But the word which he had spoken remained 
behind. " Ho died," says the sacred narrative, " according 
to the word of the Lord, which Elijah had spoken." The 
Church of God on earth had one destroyer less, and heO 
one victim more. 

"In Judah is God known," sings the holy psalmist, " hie 
name is great in Israel. 

" f ° Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-phu^ 

in aon. There brake he the arrows of the bow, the sliield, f 

the sword, and the battle. Selah. f; 

" Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mounteiitf [' 

of prey. The stout-hearted are spoUed, they have slept ''* 
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eep ; and none of the men of might have found their 

thy rebnke, God of Jacobi both the chariot and 
se are cast into a dead sleep, 
on, even thou, art to be feared; and who may stand 
nglit when once thou art angry? Thou didst cause 
nt to be heard from heaven ; the earth feared, and 
IL 

ten God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of 
Ji. Selah. 

-ely, the wrath of man shall praise thee ; the remain- 
nrath shalt thou restrain. 

w and pay unto the Lord your God ; let all that be 
bout him bring presents unto him that ought to be 

shall cut off the spirit of princes ; he is terrible to 
^ of the earth," Psalm Ixxvi. 
lujah! To him be the glory and the kingdom for 
i ever ! Amen. 



PART IIL 



1.-TIIE WORK-DAY EVENING. 

history, my brethren, may be regarded as a Divine 
f, which is in part yet unfulfilled. In its pleas- 
^ we may thus revive our spirits amid all the 
nd barrenness of the present times. The world of 
d beauty which flourished on the soil of Israel is 
rid of the dead, over whose fallen and wasted relics 
»nly weep and pour forth hopeless sighs. It points 
mumeht with a half-defaced inscription to a brighter 
ind its inscription is the saying of Solomon, taken 
epest and holiest sense, " the thing that hath been, 

which shall be." Eccl. i. 9. 

the history of Eden, down to the glorious Church 
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of Pentecost, which is at last to embrace all nations, all the 
spiritual creations which we meet with in the world of sacred 
history, shall one day be restored in exalted splendour. 
The calm and holy patriarchal graces shall risetpin youth- 
ful beauty from the tomb. The mighty men of God, Abra- 
ham, and Moses, Elijah, and all the rest, shall be sent fortk 
again in transfigured glory. The age of sweet singers and 
psfthnists shall return with holier melodies ; and the gentle 
days of Solomon shall revisit the whole earth with a purer 
and more blessed peace. This cheering prospect relievei 
the sadness with which we would otherwise walk throngli 
the grand and lovely scenes of a former dispensation, and 
inspires us with a joy which is the earnest of that witb 
wtiich the church shall yet be filled. 

Let this soothing feeling attend us this day, as we ap- 
proach, in company with Elijah, one of the most glorioas 
works which Divine grace ever gave birth to before the 

Christian era. 

2 KINGS «. i-«. 

** And it came to pass, \irhen the Lord would take np Elijah Into heaven by 
a whirlwind, that El^ah went with Elisha from GilgaL And El<}ah said nnto 
Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee ; for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-eL And 
Elisha said onto him. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul Uveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they went down to Beth-eL And the sons of the propbsti 
that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said nnto him, Knowest flMW 
that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to-day Y And hs 
said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said nnto him, Eliaba, 
tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericha And he nUI, 
As the Lord liveth, and as thy soid liveth, I will not leave thee. So H^ 
came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho cms to 
Klisha, and said nnto him, Knowest thon that the Lord will take awiy ttf 
master from thy head to-day? And he answered. Yea, I know it; bold yt 
your peace. And £I|}ah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; ft>r tiio 
Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as tlty 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on." 

The prophet has finished his work upon earth. A lovely 
evenmg of rest, tinged with the golden light of a morebliw 
ful world, settles down upon the weary pilgrim in holy and 
inspiring calm ; and the cheerful images of home abeady 
play in glad and tempting promise around his longing souL 
He 18 like the mariner who, after a long and stormy voyage, 
IS now in sight of his harbour, and hastens with joy to strike 
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I topmasts and take in his safls. He walks for a few days 
iger, as if already amid the somids of heavenly music, to 
ise in penaye affection and brightening thought on the 
iits of his labonn, which now disclose themselves more 
siriy to his view. It is to these peaceful days in which 
e myateries of liis life are most happily resolved, and all 
eming discords melt in the sweetest harmony, that our 
itory is now to conduct us, and to refresh us with its calm 
id deli^tful contrast to the struggles and the sorrows of 
s earlier ministry. 

in the passage before us there are three pcunts worthy of 
tpedal consideration. I. Elijah's desire for retirement, 
L His visit to the schools of the prophets. III. The re- 
sption he meets with there. 

L Elijah has ^thdrawn from the bustle of the capital 
ito the seduded valleys of the Jordan. We find him at 
WKDt in the little town of Gilgal, not far from Jericho, on 
bt memorable spot where Joshua, after the miraculous 
BSBBge through the Jordan, set up twelve stones to be an 
odnring memorial of the Divine mercy and faithfulness, 
That all the people of the earth might know the hand of 
IS Lord, that it is mighty." If ever these ancient words 
id deeply affected the prophet and revived his soul with 
m strength, it was assuredly now, when his own situation 
■f in more than one respect so strikingly like that of his 
refathers, K the moss-covered stones were still th^re, 
m must they have moved his heart? He could set up his 
beneaer beside them, and consecrate it with the tears of 
ily and humble thankfukess. For through how many a 
nrdan that threatened to engulf him and swallow up his 
brest hopes, had he been carried by an almighty arm as it 
ore on dry land. 

The stones of Gilgal excite in me a desire, which I will 
Bely utter. We have a Bible in word ; we have another 

nature; I wish we had a third in monuments. The 
ace where the bones of a distinguished saint of God re- 
}8e till the great-day; where a martyr in Christ's cause 
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won the bloody cxown ; where the ann of the Lord hu 
signally revealed itself for judgment or deliverance ; sneh 
places, and they are to be found in every land and in every 
province, well deserve, after the example of Israel, to be 
marked out by memorials which should save the names d 
the saints from the ravages of time, and bring near and pe^ 
petuate from age to age the marvellous works of the LorcL 
Who does not know the mighty, magical, and hundred- 
tongued language of association by place, which is of sU 
languages the most universal, and can call whole worlds d 
thought and emotion into life by word. In this exerdsa, 
art would find her true vocation and sphere of effort Shi - 
would thus become as she was at the b^inning, and as sbe 
ought ever to be, a herald of the Divine glory, a handmaid 
of the sanctuary and kingdom of God. 

The prophet has now completed hb pilgrimage. Of tfaii 
a divine revelation made him fully aware. The horses of 
fire and the flaming chariot stand already prepared behind 
the clouds to fetch him away ; nor has the Lord concealed 
from him the distinguished manner of his departure. With 
this great secret to stir his soul, he goes from GUgal to 
Bethel, to bid a last farewell to his dear children in the 
schools of the prophets. He hoped to have made this jott^ 
ney alone ; but scarcely has he taken his staff, when Eliihs 
appears, and is eager to attend him. However unseasonable 
the prophet might think the request, he had too much 
regard for his faithful friend to reject his society all at once* 
They proceed, therefore, on their way together ; but had 
not gone far till Elijah can no longer conceal the longing of 
his heart for solitude. He therefore says to him, " Tarry 
here, I pray there, for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel. 
But no I Elisha cannot on this occasion consent to the 
request of his venerable master. " As the Lord liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth," he replied with cahn decision, *'I will 
not leave thee ;" and again they resume their journey. 
Twice again— at Bethel and at Jericho— Elijah repeate hU 
request with increasing urgency. "Tarry here, I pray thee, 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. '* But no entreaty ot 
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m availed; Elisha contmued in the same calm 
I will not leave thee.** 

agent desire of the prophet to be alone is not hard 
trehend. Yon know how great a distinction was 
be vouchsafed him from the Lord. Once only before 
istory of the world had the same honour been con- 
but what was even Enoch's triumph to that of 

The latter was not merely to be taken to heaven 
tasting of death ; but to be translated amid a visible 
lendous display of glory. A whirlwind and a fiery 
from the world above were provided to give awful- 
l grandeur to the scene. Nay, Elijah knew before- 
d day and the hour of the unpaialled event. Now, 
Jl this in thought, and yon will be astonished, not 
fished to be alone, but that his soul was not entirely 
bned by such an anticipation. How must he have 
Q he lifted up his eyes to the heavens, and gazed 
B stars in the firmament, and then reflected with 

Behold, in a few days thou shalt be passing far 
Orion and the Pleiades, along a path of light far 
the sun and moon ; and then, oh then, thou shalt 
)ugh the curtain into the sanctuary of Grod, into the 
light of day where Jehovah sitteth on his throne, 
le angels strike their harps, and the patriarchs dwell 
peaceful tabernacles. There shalt thou see all the 
f old face to &ce, Noah and Enoch, Methuselah and 
sdeck, and the Father of the Faithful, and Moses, 
Psalmist, the man after God^s own heart; and amid 
my mansions there shall be one for thee. With 
posing under the palms of paradise, thou shalt hear 
I of their pilgrimage of old, and of the thousand 

of Divine love. Yea, thou shalt behold the King 
, Jehovah himself. Tall me, my friends, if amid 

like these, (and where could his thoughts now be, 
ng these celestial scenes ?) it was any wonder that 
rantains of his being were opened and that his soul, 
I in the depths of its own emotions, had no relish 
ompany of his' dearest friend? Especially when he 
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rptlected who he was, that the Lord should thus visit 
and, contrasted with the opeoiqg scene of glory, the inufge 
of that life which was soon to dose, and which with ill its 
reflected splendour, was still the life of a poor sinner, daik- 
ened with many sins and errors, how deeply must he havi 
wished to he alone with his God. Many had been the sphi- 
tual experiences of the prophet; but never had his thot^ghti 
been carried away by so extraordinary an impulse as tin 
present. The excitement of imagination, the thrill of ei- 
pectation, the transport of hope, the prostration of humility, 
were all too deep and unutteraUe to be poured into a sii^ 
human heart. God alone could be the refuge of such • 
soul. Whether Elisha comprehended any thing of tlai 
abstraction of his master in the work of reflection, oonfei- 
sion, supplication, thanksgiving, and praise, we cannot teU. 
He would certainly have done the prophet a great service 
had he consented to stay behind. But to this no azgument 
can move him. He is firmly resolved not for one moment 
to leave him. 

There was, however, something else which induced Elijak 
at this time to wish for the absence of his Mend, and i 
something which, if the man of Grod had not already mn 
our best affections, could not but gain him our hearts. B 
was the depth of his humility which moved him to oMt 
his translation alone — a humility which contrasts strao^J 
with our own too frequent desire to magnify self in pro- 
moting the kingdom of Grod. 0, thou noble Tishbite, how 
does thy august aspect cast us all into the shade I Tboa 
desirest to be nothing that Grod may be everything, and 
tremblest lest thou shouldest be taken for more than a dtfk 
shadow, to set off the Divine glory. Concealing the secret 
of thy approaching triumph, thou fliest the eye of witnesiei, 
and seekest a veil for thy glory, afraid lest any one should 
admire and praise, instead of the Sun, the little dewdrof 
that reflects his beams. And yet thou hadst not seen biiSi 
who spake, " I am meek and lowly in heart." " I seek not 
mine own honour, but his that sent me." We have seen 
him— the beloved of the Father— aud yet how clearly does 
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hu image shine in thee compared with tu. '' Tarry here, I 
pnj thee, for the Lord hath sent me to BetheL** Yes, we 
penetrate thy motive, we understand thy request, and are 
eorered with shame I 

O, I know nothing within the pale of the church of Qtod 
more lovely than those finely strung spirits, which can speak 
only with a trembling shame and a stammering tongue of 
the great things which the Lord hath done for them, while 
they are deeply penetrated with anxiety lest what they owe 
to the free grace of God alone should be ascribed at all to 
fheir own goodness or piety. Would that there were more 
toiong OS of these hidden jewels and flowers among the 
thorns I For such souls find favour, and recommend the 
ense of Grod even to the men of this world. 

Tluice — at Grilgal, at Bethel, and Jericho— has Elijah 
with increasing earnestness uiged his companion to leave 
Um; and thrice does Elijah receive the same decided reply: 
— ^ As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee." Elijah was therefore obliged to yield to the impor- 
tmnty of his friend. And doubtless he was the more easily 
induced to comply, the more distinctly he inferred, from the 
repeated and solemn protestations of Elisha, that the mys- 
teiy of his approacMng translation had been revealed to 
Urn also, and a divine commission given him to attend his 
nuster to the very verge of immortality, perhaps that he 
MBOf^t afterwards be able to bear his testimony to this great 
auracle before the world. And without question it was so ; 
Ind hence the earnestness of Elisha^s asseveration, "As 
the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth.** When the Lord 
Hakes a display of his glory and greatness among men, he 
ioee not mean that it should be hidden in a comer. Li its 
iwn time, every thing covered must be made known, and 
iontribute to the honour of him who fills heaven and earth 
vltli the full splendour of his glory. And hence it fre- ' 
pwntly happens that he surrounds his children, even when 
hey think no eye of mortal sees them, with secret wit- 
lenes, whose it is to observe from behind a curtain their 
ttirate deeds of charity and devout experiences. Thus 

20 
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many a precious soul enters heaven, supposing that no one 
knows any thing of its life and experience, and itself igno- 
rant of the lustre of holiness which Gk>d has shed around 
it. But when such saints are no more, all is brought to 
light ; the Lord himself lifts the veil, and to the praise of 
his glorious grace, and the consolation of their brethren in the 
faith, it becomes apparent how perfect God's strength was 
made in their weakness, and how much the Lord had accom- 
plished in them and by them. Thnfe they enjoy a resnrrection 
from the dead, as it were, before the time. From the hnm- 
ble drapery of their shroud there comes forth a living statae 
of grace and beauty, which is set np for ages to come in die 
best of all shrines, the faithful remembrance of the saints 
of God. Their holy deeds are entwined together into the 
bright garland which hangs over their graves. Their on* 
expected legacy of devout experiences becomes the treaenrs 
of thousands. Let me remind yon, my friends, by way of 
example, of two eminoit saints lately deceased, and well- 
known to you, the amiable Jaenike of Berlin, and the 
faithful Krafft of Cologne. How many admirable things 
respecting both have come to light since their departure i 
what a number of the lovelist acts of their life did we lean 
for the first time beside their graves I 01 I hope there are 
still amongst us many who, like Abel, will begin to speak 
loudest when dead, and who have still the fairest and bright- 
est side of their life '* hid with Christ in God. * 

II. Elijah and Elisha, now fully united in consent and 
purpose, went on from Gilgal together. Their way led first 
to the little town of Bethel. There the sons of the pro- 
phets went out to meet them; and the same reception 
awaited them at Jericho. These were unexpected and 
gratifying occurrences, especially in an age when the troe 
•faith had almost vanished, and the streets of Jerusalem 
lay waste. But who were these sons of the prophets? l^ 
me briefly attempt to answer this question. 

When Moses, looking upon Israel in a moment of inspir*' 
tion, exclaimed, " Behold how wise and understanding tliey 
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re, and a glorious people I" none will question the justice 
f this eulogy, but those whose whole ideas of education are 
iken from the schools of Athens, and who have no higher 
tandard whereby to try the minds of men, than that fur- 
ished by the vain show of heathen wisdom and genius, 
[od had set apart for himself the instruction, training, and 
olightenment of the people of Israel. What wonder, then, 
aat under such a Teacher, a race was formed, whose modes 
f life and institutions form the outlines and models accord- 
ig to which the Almighty, in the millenial age, will call 
irth that mighty renovation which awaits the earth and all 
hat is in it, animate and inanimate! And as we find 
mong this distinguished people all the institutions of 
nunan society in their best forms, so in particular those 
)f education. Schools, in the modem acceptation of the 
«rai, do not appear to have been known in Israel, at least 
in the Babylonish captivity. But, instead of these, home 
ind school were one ; and, instead of hireling teachers, in- 
rtmction was poured from the tender hearts of father and 
iQOther. Under the green shade of the vine and the fig-tree, 
lod before the peaceful dwelling, the child learned to lisp 
he name of Jehovah. There the sacred histories of the 
lays of old, recited with the eloquence of affection, passed 
)^ore the admiring soul. There, in the way of tale and 
ively story, the ideas of God and the great ends of human 
ife were insensibly impressed upon the youthful heart. 
[Iiere it early learned to apprehend what is eternally true, 
nd good, and beautiful, in fresh and vivid examples ; and 
efore it was aware that its years of tuition were come, it 
ras already exercised in the lessons of Israelis wisdom. It 
^as inspired with the hopes and prospects of the chosen 
eople, impregnated with the ideas of its greatest sages and 
eroes, again to become in it the seeds of a new harvest, 
od filled with impulses which carried the youthful spirit 
)rward in a course of high enterprise; which, as it took the 
mn of thought, or devotion, or prophetic anticipation, 
ierced upwards through the clouds of heaven, and forwards 
lirough the bounds of time, and firom which hardly an 



308 ELIJAH THE TISUBlljL 

hostile force could entirely or for ever dlTert the sonL Pre— 
pared hy such a popular education in the highest sense oC 
the word, the young Israelite came forth from his paternal 
dwelling, sound in mind and hody, with an open eye for all 
that is worth observing, susceptible, like good soil, of tho 
best culture, and pliant, like a hopeful shoot that has been 
raised ^om a healthy seed. Thus carrying in his hand, 
from home, the key to the books of Scripture, of Provi- 
dence, of Nature, he hardly needed fEurther direct instroc^ 
tion. A heart once opened to the spiritual world can fiud 
itself everywhere in a school of wisdom. The stars of 
heaven, the trees and flowers of the field, preached to bim ; 
and the instructive voices of Levites and prophets, thst 
sounded everywhere through the land, found in his soaI| tf 
in a well-built temple, a prompt and living echo. 

Now, if any one among these young men felt an uigeDt 
call in spirit to penetrate deeper into the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God, to apprehend its great principles in 
their connexion, to choose the study of heavenly wisdom sb 
the business of his life, and to become a teacher of Israel, 
the schools of the prophets were open to receive him; 
which, since the days of Samuel, appear as the fairest bios* 
soms of Israelis history. To these we shall hardly find any 
parallel in our days, except it be in those missionary semi- 
naries, which, within the last few years, have been called 
into being by a re- awakened faith, and crowned everywhere 
with a visible blessing. The former, like the latter, owe 
their origin to the contrast of a mournful state of ecclesias' 
tical degeneracy and moral disorder. The feeble character 
of the high priest Eli and the profligacy of his sons too 
clearly indicate the spiritual condition of a period in which 
men like them were the crown of the nation and the gnartl' 
ians of the sanctuary. A speedy and powerful remedy wa< 
therefore called for, to arrest the moral corruption before it 
became universal and incurable. And such a remedy God 
sent in the person of a man who shines among the bright&it 
of IsraePs worthies, and with whom a new epoch begins, that 
embraced the happiest days of the Old Testament Chureli> 
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This was Samuel, who, uniting in himself the threefold office 
of jndge, and prophet, and priest, at a happy moment laid 
Iiold of the helm of the shattered chnrch and state, and 
with steady hand goided both through otherwise &tal perils. 
The earnest attention of this great reformer was chiefly 
directed to the rising generation, whom he strove to mould 
to a better character than their fathers ; and from whom he 
looked not only for a sounder spirit in the community, but 
ibo for a succession of able counsellors and leaders. For 
this purpose he called around him young men of piety, 
btelfigence, and seal, and taught them under his guidance 
to derote their powers to the study of divine truth ; thus 
UyiDg the foundation of the schools of the prophets, and 
introducing that happy institution which was destined to 
become Israel's br^htest ornament, as well as its best 
ieenrity, the source of her spiritual life, as well as the 
repository of her intellectual treasures. 

Of these interesting seminaries the scripture mentions 
fire: two under Samuel; one of them at Kirjath Jearim, 
where the ark of the covenant was then kept, 1 Sam. z. 
fi-10; another at Bamah, 1 Sam. xiz. 18-26; and three more 
in the times of Elijah and Elisha, at Gilgal, Jericho, and 
BetheL * In these towns, or very near them, dwelt these de- 
voted young men: the unmarried apparently in one house- 
hold together, the married apart with their families. Since 
they derived no regular support from the state, the pupils 
of these seminaries had to maintain themselves as husbimd- 
men or mechanics. This was not thought singular in Israel ; 
much less contemptible. It continued afterwards the prac- 
tice of learned men of this nation, to acquire with their 
learning some art or trade. Many of their most distinguish- 
ed Rabbis have been even sumamed according to their civil 
easing, as << Rabbi Juda, the baker;'* '< Rabbi Isaac, the 
smith;" '* Rabbi Johanan, the shoemaker," &c It was 
never imputed to Paul and Aquilla by their enemies as any- 
thing degrading, that they wrought at their occupation of 
tent-makers. That the sons of the prophets understood and 
carried on such occupations is evident from 2 King^ vi* 4^ 
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whei'e we fiud them with axes and other tools cheerfuDy 
employed in constructing their dwellings. 

The instructors of these young men were the propheti, 
these steady lights in the midst of darkness, these standard' 
bearers in every conflict with error, these great upholden 
of the ancient theocracy, who were richly endowed with nil 
the gifts of the Spirit, and attested before all the people by 
signs and wonders as the heralds and ambassadors of God, ai 
the interpreters of the old revelation and the vehicles of the 
new, as the expounders of the past and the seers of the future. 
As fathers among their children they lived in the midst of 
their pupils, unless when summoned to the field of public 
labour, and their instructions, free firom all formality and 
pedantry, were rather like the overflowings of full and zeal- 
ous hearts, that sought only the sympathy and co-operation 
of youthful minds. The subject of study was doubtless the 
divine word, and the tongues of these teachers were '* like the 
pen of a ready writer," who had himself searched the deep 
things of God. Their reading was doubtless something else 
than what passes for helps to scripture study in tlie present 
day, of which the sole aim seems to be to weary us with 
trifling difficulties and with discordant and barren criticism. 
Here the positive meaning of revelation was searched out, 
and " the letter which killeth" made way for " the spirit 
which giveth life.** Sacred history in their hands was not 
a mere skeleton list of names and dates, a collection of dry 
bones, very many and very dry ; for the voice of a prophet 
was uttered over them, and they arose a great army of wit- 
nesses to the glorious perfections and plans of Jehovah. 
If the mysteries of Aaron*s priesthood and the ceremoni^ 
law engaged them, they did not fall into the blind and 
bigoted literalism of the pharisees of after times; but open- 
ed out the hidden gospel from its larva-like envelopment, 
and found in all sacrifice a type of the bleeding Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of the world, and in all the 
liieroglyphics of the tabernacle, the ^' patterns of things in 
the heavens.*' They must also have studied their civil law, 
one main institution of the theocracy; and also their mothef 
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tongue which had been consecrated in being used by God 
himself. 

The special employments, however, of these sons of the 
pix^hets, as they are presented to us in scriptmre history, 
are those of prophecy and sacred music. In 1 Sam. x., we 
find a whole company of them meeting Stful on the hill of 
God, near Eirjath-Jearim, ¥dth a ''psaltery, a tabret, a 
pq>e and a harp*' before them, and themselves prophesying. 
And in 1 Sam. xix., we see king Saul once more at Ramah, 
meeting an assembly of the sons of the prophets, with 
Simnel set over them, prophesying. From both passages 
it is evident that the art of sacred melody and harmony was 
diligently cultivated in these peaceful retreats and nurseries 
of piety, and kept in their original place, by being devoted 
to the praise of Otod, and the enlivening and beautifying of 
domestic life. By what is called their prophesying, we are 
to uodorstand nothing more than the outpouring of the 
emotions of the heart in verse, at the impulse of the Holy 
Ghost ; which was the highest and holiest form of improvi- 
sation; at one time accompanied with the notes of psaltery 
or harp ; at another, more in the form of sacred oratory 
without accompaniment. 

If now the final object of these excellent schools was not 
exactly to form propheti and seers — ^for such the Lord forma 
and ci^ of himself— yet the Lord could always find in these 
companies of youth such as were possessed of all human 
qualifications for the office, when it pleased him to select 
from among them those who should discharge the highest 
iimctions of prophecy. It is in the highest degree probable 
that most of Israel's prophets were trained in these schools ; 
at least the shepherd Amos seems to denote his vocation to 
the office as an exception to the rule, when he says, chap. vii. 
14^ 15, " I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son, 
but I was an herdsman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit ; and 
the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and said unto me, 
Go, prophesy unto my people Israel." At any rate these 
establishments provided the country with many enlightened 
teachers, with many zealous, and intelligent^ and faithful 
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heads of families and judges. And even had they not done 
so much as this, their very existence in the land served i 
high and sacred purpose. They were the depositories of 
Israel's law and oracles ; they shone like Ughts in the midit 
of a perverse and crooked generation, and reproved aposticy 
more deeply by example than all the thunders of rebukfl. 
Thdr quiet but mighty influence served as a barrier againit 
the inroads of surrounding heathen darkness. They wen 
as a guiding star to the wandering spirit tossed in the sea oi 
error, an asylum for the spiritually distressed, and a foontain- 
head of refreshment and joy to the whole land, from v^efa 
we cannot tell what streams of healing may have flowed 
from age to age. 

0, my brethren, what sadness oppresses my heart as I 
turn from viewing these ancient pious seminaries to oon* 
template the institutions of the present day, high and low, 
tliat profess to be devoted to a similar object. O, ye chil- 
dren of Israel, how much better were ye provided for than 
most of our youth in the present times I and we are Ckrii- 
tkms. Where shall we seek, in these days, for schools ol 
instruction in which another spirit rules than that of the 
world and the profane ? Where flourish the seminaries to 
which hope can turn its eye for a better generation than 
their fathers ? Alas! the search would prove vain; in spite ol 
all the vaunted perfection to which the art of education has 
now been brought in this much-talked-of age of enlighten- 
ment. In what, pray, consists this boasted perfection? Is 
it in the extended range of lifeless science, through whose 
scattered fragments our sons and daughters must be hastily' 
dragged, to the confusion of all just and solid thinking? 
Is it in the complete separation of all modem training firom 
the word of truth and the gospel of salvation? Or is it in 
the loose way in which individual branches of knowle4s^ 
are handled, apart from their connexion with all higher wia- 
dom ? Or is it in the confused mass of heathen notions in 
politics, morals, and law, with which, in multitudes of our 
schools, the unhappy youUi are supplied by blind leaden 
of the blind ? 
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'in an onr schools these unhappy features are not equally 
ifesty we must ascribe it exclusiyely to the restraining 
e of that inTttible Watcher who has hitherto arrested 
full development of the germs of eril which are so 
dy sown. To Him, whose thoughts towards us are 
g^ts of peace and not of evil, be all our places of edu- 
m, hi^ and low, devoutly commended 1 May He reform 
'guuEB, and consecrate them to Himself! Let us 
owledge with thanksgiving that in some places a better 
has dawned; and, in particular, that here and there re- 
a has acquired greater prominence, and that the hours 
ted to it have been doubled. But we still lack the true 
i, the Spirit of the Lord ; and never shall our seminaries 
nrseries for eternity, till He descend upon them, like a 
ii^ mi^ty wind, and pervade and animate and sanctify 
leir arrangements. Our hope of better times must rest 
le invisible guarantee of the divine promises, and God 
banked that these are such as to banish all despair I 
rays of that bright Day-star of promise are especially 
ring, which shines forth among the predictions of Ze- 
ah (xiv. 20, 21), ^* In that day there shall be upon the 
of the horses HoUneaa unto the Lord; and the pots in 
!iQrd*s house shall be like the bowls before the altar, 
every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness 
the Lord of hosts, and all they that sacrifice shall come 
ake of them and seethe therein ; and in that day there 
be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of 
«** What a glorious and enrapturing prospect is here 
fid up to us of the state of a revived church and 
BTted world I On the very bells of the horses the same 
iption is written as on the forehead of the high priest, 
liness to the Lord." The distinction between sacred and 
me shall be done away by a diffiision of sanctity over 
le arts of life and their instruments. The sciences 
be handmaids of religion, and the glory of Christ shall 
leur Alpha and Omega. The arts shall return to the 
ce of the sanctuary, and all their creations shall breathe 
pirit of heaven. Then, by the graves of the schools of 
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the prophets, the dirge of woe shall be changed mto tk 
song of rejoicmg, as they rise in porer forms finom their adiM| 
and become no more the refuge and hiding-place of pem- 
cuted truth, but the centres of a universal wisdom, and dM 
head-quarters of all spiritual enterprise. Happy days, whei 
will ye take the wings of the morning and dawn upon as 
We gaze with tears on your distant brightness, and atnr 
the prayer " Thy kingdom come P 



H 



ILL. Great must have been the joy of Etijah, in enteral 
once more, before his departure, these schools of the pro- 
phets, and hearing there the echo of all those sighs snd 
prayers for Israel's restoration which he had supposed to 
be without counterpart. The sight of these fiur '' gaideu 
of the Lord'' must have rebuked his former complaints and 
anxious fears, and deepened the self-humiliation which nov 
wrought in his mind, as he thought of the dark hours wbei 
his labour seemed entirely without fruit. These blossoni 
of promise, blooming in a moral waste and amid the stormi 
of persecution, and rich with the hope of '* fruit unto hofi- 
ness" in after days, were delightful evidence that his labour 
had not been " in vain in the Lord." What a proof yn» 
this of the £Eiithfuli^ss and grace of him " who out of stonei 
can raise up children to Abraham !" And how cheering to 
the prophet's heart to associate with the hope of heavenly 
glory the other hope of leaving the church on earth supplied 
with a goodly band of champions, by whom the last bulwukf 
of idolatry might be perhaps subverted, and the banner of 
the Lord erected everywhere on the towers and hills of Zioo. 
As Elijah and Elisha approach Bethel, the sons of the 
prophets are already aware of the loss that awaits them. 
Doubtless the Lord himself had made it known to theflO) 
that they might know, for certain, how the course of thn 
great man would end, and comfort themselves with the 
thought **that the Lord had taken him away." Never 
before had they saluted their paternal master with such feel- 
ings as on this occasion. How much did they need self- 
control to check the rising burst of emotion, and to hide, if 
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Bot suppress, their tears ( for a delicate sense of propriet]^ 
taught them to conceal from the prophet their knowledge 
Of' his approaching removal. They venture to make known 
onlj to Elisha, the secret of their deeply affected souls, while 
Aej beckon him aside, and whisper, with a trembling voice, 
b his ear, '* Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy 
ouster from thy head to-day." But Elisha, as if to seal up 
hdr lips still more closely, gently said to them, '* Yea, I 
mow it ; hold ye your peace." This happened at Bethel ; 
ad the same scene was repeated at Jericho. These are 
Dvely incidents ; delicate and characteristic in the highest 
legree. Their beauty must be felt, and not reasoned about, 
or such tender flowers are injured by minute handling. I 
it?e it to yourselves to enter into the reasons why the sons 
f the prophets spared Elijah the usual parting scene of grief 
Dd tears, and only remark how bright a light it casts on the 
rophet*8 character ; and how fine a lesson it gives us, that 
I ihe kingdom of God there is something which the world 
ills discretion, and which must be reckoned amongst the 
lours and perfmnes which Sharon's roses and lilies shed 
round them. 

how glorious is the state of that soul which the Lord 
IS formed " to newness of life." It is like a finely strung 
irp, capable of every tone and modulation. The boldest 
reep of psalms slumbers in its strings, and the gentlest 
rtei of love ; the deep and fervid song of the nightingale^ 
vf the innocent and lively carol of the lark. And even 
its discords there is a higher harmony; its jars are iu- 
nooght into a sweeter unison. Amid the bursting strains 
such living harps of God, Elijah passed the last hours of 
I earthly pilgrimage; the same Elijah, who, in former 
ySy had fitly strung and tuned them to the praise of the 
»mal. We will not envy him the spiritual refreshment 
the work-day evening. Rather we will call him blessed ; 
d pray that we also, your teachers, may share in such an 
ur the lot of Elijah. May He in mercy grant it, in whose 
ud are the hearts of men. Amen. 
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n -THE PASSAGE THBOUOH JORDAN. 

'* TuE king's daughter is all glorions within/* In then 
words the inspired psalmist speaks of the trae church ol 
God. (Psal. xlv. 13.) The f^est and grandest ohject ob 
earth is a genuine Christian. The world does not acknov- 
ledge this. It has no eye for what is divinely great and 
glorious ; and how should it know and appreciate the m* 
ture and actions of one who is '* bom of Gk>d.** 

The Christian is great in his repentance, for his repent- 
ance is an open rupture with sin and Satan. He is gml ' 
in his desires, for the Supreme Good can alone satisfy hii 
heart. He is great in his prayers, when he shakes the dart 
of earth from his feet, and with his " Abba, Father T* lisai 
upwards to the heart of Jehovah I He is great in his hopOi 
for he is looking for nothing less than a participation of the 
glory and the inheritance of the Lord, his Redeemer. Hi 
is great in his tears, for they are the tears of a fallen Idqgi 
who mourns a lost kingdom and a forfeited crown. He ii 
great in his joy, for it is derived from another world, and iti 
objects are beyond the skies! Yea, how much could we not 
tell of the greatness of a true Christian ; how much cooki 
we add to confirm the saying, " The king^s daughter is all 
glorious within." 

There is nothing more beautiful under heaven than thfl 
Divine work of grace in a renewed souL Consider it in iti 
full development in a Moses, an Elijah, or a Paul, and yoa 
will agree with me, when I call the moral miracles recorded 
in sacred history more wonderful than the physical 1 
look with unspeakably greater amazement into the hearts oC 
these men of God, than upon the most splendid scenes of 
their outward life. It cannot, after this view of their mofil 
greatness, so much surprise me, that such men did not tread 
the ordinary smooth round of life, but rose to higher spheres 
and courses of activity. The power of working miradei 
appears to agree with such elevation of character, as the 
mighty river to the Alpine summit where it take its rise. 
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bear this in mind, while we contemplate the 
s act with which "Elijah concluded the splendid 
is mirades. 

S KINGS u. 7, 8. 
' men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to riew tfiir 
r two stood by Jordan. And El^ah took his mantle, and wrap- 
er, and smote the waters, and they were dlyided hither and thl- 
th^ two went orer on dry gronnd.** 

conducted this master in Israel through the 

the prophets, we again find ourselves in company 

md his faithful attendant on the solitary banks of 

n, where new scenes of wonder meet our view. 

en contemplate for a little, I. The escort of the 

e prophets. II. The miraculous passage through 



le lonely and silent wilderness of Jericho, where 
sts first trod the promised land, Elijah and Elisha 
nralking on in rapt and solemn sUenoe. Elijah, 
' that his hour was come, has already shaken oil 
f earth from his feet, and his thoughts wander ui 
ipation to other worlds. Elisha is struggling to 
human feelings, and could all but arrest the flight 
arable master. Walking as if alone in the wilder- 
approach the rushing stream. But they are not 
alone, for many friendly eyes are resting on them 
itance, and with mingled grief and expectation 
their track. Fifty men of the sons of the pro- 
1 not find it in their hearts to remain that day in 

It was their master*s parting-day. To-day they 
see him ; to-morrow he would be gone for ever, 
d not retain him in their circle; but they could 

long look of his receding form. They know it 
nmon loss that awaited them. We can readily 
) with their regret, if we but consider how great 
in the present day, the re-appearance of a man 
would be to the church of God. 
ideed, and inexpressible was the sadness of this 
pany. Yet we cannot doubt that there mingled 
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with their melancholy, a cahn and spreading joy, like • 
gleam of light upon a dark and troubled sea. They knov 
that their master is to be translated to glory. They tea 
hun already mingling in the cloud of heavenly witnessei^ 
and can almost for a moment forget their grief to ^ebnte 
his triumphant entry into heaven. O how blessed is tfai 
departure of those who are dear to us, when, beyond tbi 
tliick darkness into which they have entered, there shiiMf 
the happy light of a resurrection-mom I And oh, how heart- 
rending is it, how indescribably painful, when a friend whom 
we dearly loved must bid us farewell for ever, and we on- 
not tell whether his path is that of the just, nor say, ''He 
is not lost, but gone before." Tes, the most predooi 
legacy which our dying friends can leave us, is the joyfol 
certainty that they have fallen asleep in Jesus. This blessed 
thought restores them to us in brighter forms; in the light 
of this assurance their eye still beams upon us, and ov 
circle of friends is not diminished but only enlarged in its 
circumference. Yes, I well know the happiness of many of 
you who, in this delightful confidence, treasure up the 
images of departed parents, and brothers, and sisters, and 
friends. I well believe you, that you would not lose, for all 
the joys of earth, that comfort which, like a blessed star of 
promise. Shines over the graves of your departed ones, and 
unites you for evet with those who are only for a brief Ma- 
son withdrawn from your eyes. Would that over our own 
graves such blessed flowers of hope may grow for the com- 
fort of the dear hearts we leave behind I Would that the 
Spirit of grace may so set his mark on our foreheads, that 
when we depart, none may stand in doubt whether or not 
we have taken the heaven-ward way I 

The sons of the prophet^s, doubtless, entertained the hope 
of being witnesses of Elijah ^s translation. Yet, as is mani- 
fest from the sequel, they did not see it. It is impossible 
to say with certainty, why this sublime spectacle was not 
vouchsafed to them. But why, in general, it pleases the j^ 
hord to conceal the glorious issue of the saint^s life by ; 
clouds and thick darkness, it is not hard to discover. Did 1^ 
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we see, on the death of the righteous, heaven visibly opened ; 
did we follow the departed spirit from the chamber of death 
Btiaight to the abodes of bliss; did we behold aromid each 
death -bed the bright messengers of heaven in waiting, and 
hesr them, when all was over, sounduig their joyful greeting, 
ad rising with the redeemed soul amid the choirs of para- 
diie, we should then find onr spiritual progress impiured 
instead of advanced. For* do yon think that we could then 
besr that long delay in the present world which our Father 
has appointed ? Woold not the ardour of our longing to 
depart absorb all our zeal for Grod, and destroy our capacity 
for the duties of the present life ? How great is then the 
wisdom of the Crod of love, in allowing the termination of 
die narrow way to be still clouded with the shades of death, 
lad in thus tempering the eagerness of our heaven-ward 
ImpnlseSy and suffering patience to have her perfect work in 
thtt land of exOe and of tears I 

That the sons of the prophets stood afar off, and did not 
approach nearer to their departing master, is a lovely pic- 
ture of the scene, equally favourable to both. They knew 
their spiritual father too well, not to know that he would 
shrink from having the approaching scene of his exaltation 
gued on by a host of spectators, and they had delicacy of 
liMsling enough not to obtrude themselves on him. that 
among us, this refined spiritual delicacy were not so rare as 
it appears to be! There are many cases in which it would 
be peculiarly in its place; bat we too often violate or neglect 
it, and our standing "afar off** is rare indeed. If, for exam- 
ple, the grace of God should begin to affect any one amongst 
Bs who may be outwardly distinguished, here is a case where 
much discretion is called for. We should observe the fact 
IS if we observed it not, and keep it as a pleasing secret to 
Hnrselves ; and should any one disclose it to us, we should 
neply as at Jericho and Bethel, "Yea, I know it ; hold thou 
'hj peace.** For such persons, especially at the first set* 
jng oat, must be dealt with discreetly ; and all the more so, 
n proportion as the world has hitherto held them in its 
iknidage of form and false delicacy, and as they stand high 
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in Bociety. Should it come to the ears of such persons, thflt 
the report of their conversion is bandied about, it will Dats* 
rally make an impression upon them un&yourable to tlieir 
spiritual progress, nay, often throw them many degrees bid 
into their former coldness. They are not yet strong enoqn^ 
in the faith to take up the cross openly and follow CSuint 
Bat we very commonly forget all this; and raise a koi 
and ill-judged rumour in such a case, and 'seem not to be 
aware that a tender shoot requires a very different kind d 
handling from a full-grown tree. Many other cases mjgiit 
be mentioned illustrative of this truth; and I trust yon an 
now persuaded, that " refinement and good taste,*' so modi 
commended by the men of the world, ought to have a juit 
and free play within the circle of the church of Christ. 

n. Elijah having arrived at the brink of the Jordan, hid 
not long to consider how he should pass the river. The 
thought of Moses occurs to him, as with a stroke of lus rod 
he parted the Red Sea asunder*; and the thought followed: 
the God of Moses is the God of Elijah. With a fiuth like 
this, '^ he took his mantle and wrapped it together," aod 
with the air of one who gave law to the elements, he smote 
the river. His God is with him, and the miracle instantly 
ensues. What a spectacle I The stream is divided. Oo 
the one side it rushes hastily on ; on the other, it towen 
up like a wall of crystal ; and the two prophets pass oreri 
dryshod to the opposite shore. But no sooner are tbef 
over, than the curling heap sinks down into its old chaiuiel, 
its invisible barriers are removed, and the unfettered stream 
flows on in its wonted course. How great a God is our 
God, who thus rules with absolute freedom in his own king- 
dom of nature, and can suspend the operations of all thing>i 
in heaven and in earth, at his pleasure. His rebuke drieth 
up the seas, and tumeth the springs into a wilderness I The 
winds and the waves obey him ; and in the hand of his 
messengers, a rod or a mantle becomes a sceptre of myi 
terious dominion. Happy is the man whose refuge is the 
Lord, for to his salvation the Bock of Israel can make all 
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thuigB minister, even againBt their nature and tendency, 
fa His strength we leap oyer every wall, and by faith in 
His name we remove mountains of difficulties out of the 

Hie dividing of the Jordan formed the last link of that 
of stupendous wonders which runs through the pro- 
do life of Elijah. It serves to teach us that this great 
pitual hero, notwithstanding all his &tigues and trials, had 
lot become decrepit in fidth with the progress of his years, 
mt held &st the beginning of his confidence stead&st to 
lie end. The uses of this last act of faith were, according 
» the divine purpose, great and nu&nifold. To EUsha, who 
ras about to inherit his master's mantle, it would serve as 
10 encouragement to be strong in faith; to the children of the 
)rbphets it would be a final memento of the greatness of him 
tt whose feet they had sat ; to the whole people, to whom 
t would doubtless be announced, it would prove a firesh 
iign that a prophet of the living God had been in the midst 
tf them. To the prophet himself it would appear a new 
oken of the Lord's lovingkindness, a new pledge of his 
lithfulness and truth ; and to us a cheering confirmation 
if the truth, that the Lord is with his people to the end. 
Hus act of the departing prophet resembled the bright 
rack of a ship over the waves, which shines when she is 
IT away on her course; or the ruddy splendour of the 
vening-sky, which tells us that that sun which has just 
anished from our sight is not extinguished, but is only 
Bnk in the wave to rise with renewed brightness in another 
emisphere. 

Elijah's passage over the Jordan reminds us strongly of 
lat of his fore&thers over the same stream. And yet it 
wins in some points to excel it. In the one case there 
ere solemn arrangements and preparations ; in the other, a 
ee and simple action, as it were, in the impulse of the 
loment. There the ark of the covenant needed to go be- 
ire, with the people at a reverend distance, and the waters 
ielded only to the tabernacle of the Almighty ; here they 
ive way before a simple man and a folded mantle in his 

21 
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hand. If the Israelites who passed over under Joshua luid 
but seen this miracle of the Tishbite, bow must thej ha^e 
been amazed at it, and confessed that God was here in 
very deed, dwelling with man upon the earth ! But in ibii 
honour put upon Elijah, we have but a faint shadow of the 
glory reserved for the children of the New Testament dis- 
pensation. 

When Elijah wrapped his mantle together to smite Um 
waters of the river, he had already a dark sense of the kingly 
dominion which awaited him over the earth and its elements. 
In his act of &ith we see the struggling of a more than 
mortal spirit, aspiring after higher regions of emancipation 
and liberty. He seems to have already in some measnie 
shaken himself loose from bondage to the elements of this 
world. All has now to him a subject air, as if he were 
already set down with Christ on his throne. BSs &ith coold 
cast mountains into the sea, and pile up the sea to momi' 
tains, were it necessary. What is miraculous in the eyes of 
men has almost become familiar to his fiiith. A new region 
must shortly be opened to his soul, since this earth has be- 
come too small and narrow for it. Ye heavens unfold ! ye 
boundaries of earth and time retire, for here he. must dwell 
no more below I 

And as Elijah may be supposed to have been prepared 
by all this for the grand and otherwise overwhelming scenes 
on which he was about to enter, so also Elisha must have 
learned to view with greater faith and assurance that work 
of miracles which he was about to take np himself, and 
to catch something of the sublime spirit of his departing 
master. And this is just what happens stil to all who are 
blessed with the society of distinguished men of Grod. The 
gifts of such men are for the good of others, not less than 
for their own. Striking answers to their prayers attract 
our own more steadily to the throne on high. When they, 
amid the storms of persecution, stand undaunted, like the 
rocks of ocean, it is that our look may become free and 
fearless as theirs. When they, under the cloud of personal 
buffering, have songs given them in the night, is it not that 
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tbe spirit of joy may enter oar hearts also, and give us the 
irictory over aJl the cares of time ? When they pass in 
oiumph through the valley of the shadow of death, how 
lo^t such a scene to inspire us, and to raise us to a van- 
age-ground of faith, where we can hardly imagine that the 
ast enemy can be terrible. Great spirits, like these, bear 
IS away in their own noble career, and teach us to mount in 
hdr train. Would that there were more of such men to 
nnite upon the waves of a stormy and distracted age, '^ that 
iie ransomed of the Lord might pass over.*' And though we 
nay lament their absence, let us bear in mind that the God 
of Elijah, of Paul, and of Luther, '* sits King upon the 
floods.*' He has promised it, and the time shall come 
"when the weakest shall be as David, and the house of 
David shall be as the angel of the Lord before his people/' 
Zeefa. xiL 8. *< Tes," saith the Lord, << I will strengthen the 
house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph; and 
ihey of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their 
heart shall rejoice as through wine; yea, their children 
ihin see it and be blessed ; their heart shall rejoice in 
the Lord," 2iech. x. 6, 7. How blessed the prospect I We 
hail it with delight, and wait for it in the sunny light of 
hope. Amen. 
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It is a glorious confession of the apostle Paul, which wo 
ibd in Gal. ii. 20. '< The life which I now live in the flesh 
I five by the fidth of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me." If ever a saint of the Old Testament 
period could use these words in all their fulness, it was Eli- 
iah, at that interesting moment where we now behold him. 
Bis life of £uth has now reached its point of culmination. 
Bveiy thing of the servile spirit of the Old Testament is now 
ranished. The " now," of the apostle is become his, in the 
|;lorious liberty of the children of God. 
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2 Kings U. 8.1a 
"And it came to paas, wlien they were gone orer, that ElUah nldimto 
EUaha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away ftom thee^ Aiii 
EUdia said, I pray thee, let a donble portion of flijqpirit be iqNmnM. Andki 
■aid, Thoa haat asked a bard thing: n ever t hel ess if thoa see ma when I wi 
taken finom thee, It shall be so unto thee: bnt if not, it shall not be so.** 

The hour in which the prophet is to be withdrawn froa 
our view is near at hand. Our present narratiTe cimdiicU 
to the hist boundary of his earthly course. We have hen 
his kst words, coming upon us as from another world ; ind 
his last work, less impressive indeed to the senses than hii 
former acts, but not inferior to any ; perhaps more astonish* 
ing than all. We have here to consider, — I. Their positiio 
after crossing the river. II. Elijah's proffer to his fnend. 
in. The request of the hitter, and Elijah's answer. 

I. The prophet has now passed over Jordan. The sooi 
of the prophets have had their last look of him, and shiH 
see only yet fi&rther the distant gleam of the chariot thiU 
was to bear him on high, and hear the strange roU of its 
heavenward flight. The prophet has left the Jordan behind 
him, and with it all the waters of sublimary trouble and sor 
row. His sabbath of rest is come, and he now only awtiti 
the heavenly chariot. Enviable situation! and yet it is 00 
more than a true image of what every Christian should 
reach through the gracious provisions of the gospeL All 
the depths and whirlpools that roll and foam before thy 
shrinking footsteps thou mayest by one sincere act of faith, 
pass tlirough, and stand on the other side. Does the dark 
stream of death make thee tremble as in thought tiiov 
drawest near its brink ? Embark only in that sweet pro* 
mise of thy Saviour, " I will come again and receive 70a 
to myself,'' and the flood is left behind. Do the swelling 
waves of temptation affright thee? Behold the glorious 
assurance spanning the gulf, that the Lord " will not soSff 
you to be tempted above what ye are able to bear," and tbi« 
deep also has lost all its terrors. Do the waters of outward 
tribulation rise around thee, or dost thou cherish a forebod* 
ing fear that gloomy swamps and hidden pits may lie across 
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&y future way ? Remember, that as thy day is, so shall 
thy strength be ; and thus safe in the guidance of that 
£temal Wisdom, from, which each day comes as a messen- 
ger of love with its needful mercy to sweeten judgment, 
thoo shalt be led ''unto the wealthy place." Thou art 
Bomplete in Jesus; and "neither height nor depth, nor 
iiings present nor things to come, shall be able to separate 
hod from the love of God which is in Christ Jesns our 
jord." He has trampled upon sin and Satan, and the 
vorld and death, not only for himself, but also for thee; 
ad henee even in the midst of the conflict thou art more 
Imu ocmqaeror, and mayest take up already '' the song of 
iloses and the Jjamb." 

n. The two men of Grod had advanced some way into 
he wilderness, when all at once Elijah, with an expression 
if deep solemnity and tenderness, which may well have 
mde Elisha start as if the hour of parting were already 
jome, turned towards him, not to say farewell, but to give 
lim his last paternal blessing. It was not couched in the 
brm of a simple wish or prayer, but contained an extraor- 
Snary and definite promise: " Ask what I shall do for thee 
efiHre I be taken away from thee." These are great words ! 
ha what kind of benefit did Elijah intend ? Was it the 
dd of Ophir, or the wisdom of the wise, or even the best 
oonael of his own prophetic mind ? No. He was thinking 
f the good and perfect gifts that come from the Father of 
4g^its alone. He speaks as if all the treasures of heaven 
rere at his command, and as if Elisha had only to make his 
hoioe. This language of confidence was a high attainment 
ren in Elijah, and it confirms what we have already sai<? 
efore, that he now breathed, in all its purity, the blessed 
lament of New Testament freedom, along with the highest 
upiration of prophetic grace. 

This bold expression of Elijah reminds us of the pro* 
use of our Lord, which seems to remain as yet in its deep- 
st import, to most Christians, as " a spring shut up," '* a 
Mmtain sealed:" "Verily, verilv. I say unto you, whatso- 
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ever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it 
you. Hitherto have ye asked nothii^ in my name; ask and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be foll.*^ Yon know 
what is commonly understood by praying in the name d 
Jesus. People say that they pray in his name when they 
bring their requests before God, in such a frame of spirit 
as not to hope for an answer on the ground of their own 
worthiness, but on that of the merits of Christ, and from free 
grace. They say that he alone prays in the name of Jesui 
who, with the humbling conviction that he is altogether 
devoid of any thing to recommend him to the divine mercy, 
nevertheless draws near the throne of grace with his entire 
reliance fixed on the blood of Jesus, as what alone can 
make his prayer accepted in the sight of God. Is this 
explanation the true and correct one? Now I do not say 
exactly that it is incorrect ; but it is defective and imper- 
fect. A person may really pray in the state of mind just 
described, and yet not pray in the name of Jesns. If this 
had been all, our Saviour could not have said to his dis' 
ciples, ^'Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name.'' 
They surely did not pray before with the spirit of the Pha- 
risee, and in entire dependence on their own righteousness. 
And not only do our Lord^s words include the eleven apos- 
tles ; but they extend to the whole former dispensation, and 
assert of it that the mode of prayer which he is now enforc 
ing was something of which it fell short. And hence, if 
prayer in Christ's name meant nothing more than praying 
in a contrite spirit and with trust in the work of the Media- 
tor, all the patriarchs and saints of old would have stood on 
the same level with ourselves. For they assuredly prayed 
not in dependence on their own righteousness, but their 
whole system of sacrifice, which preceded and went along 
with prayer, was a loud and continued confession that they 
ventured to hope for an answer to their petitions only through 
the merits of another. Hence it would follow that, if this 
were the full import of prayer in the name of Jesus, Abra- 
ham and Moses, and Daniel and David, and others, had 
already done so. But this our Lord expressly 'denies, and 
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represents the exercise as something entirely new, as one of 
the blessed consequences of his advent, and chief privileges 
of the New Dispensation. 

Every prayer in Christ^s name implies tmst in his merits ; 

bat also implies something more. This is a sense of pecnliar 

tod gracions relation to the Father through him. If, in the 

psinfbl consdonsness of my desert of condemnation, I ap- 

proadi the Majesty of heaven, and place Christ before me as 

1 shelter from the Divine vengeance, without which I know 

thst Gk>d will be to me a consuming fire, I pray, indeed, in 

dependence on Christ*s merits, but not in his name ; I still 

tlibk the Father strange, and distant, and unreconciled, and 

look upon myself as only protected by Christ from his wrath. 

But when I gam the delightful assurance of the eternal kind- 

neis of the Father, as the source of the glorious scheme of 

merey, and fed that, through my union to his Son Christ 

Jems, I too am become the son of his love ; and when my 

deep consdonsness of sin, and love of the Divine holiness 

ire mingled and sweetened with the realizing sense of accept- 

iQce through. Christ, and of the Father's love in him, my 

jnayer is no longer servile but filial ; no longer of the law, 

bst of the gospel ; no longer a drawing near to God as a 

it31 incensed enemy, but a drawing near to God in the 

name of Jesus. For what is it to do anything in any one*s 

seme but to repreaml that person in the matter in question ; 

and when then thus actest in my name, in making any re- 

qnest to a third party, it is not thou that askest, but more 

pn^ierly I. Thou recdvest my authority; thou enterest 

opon my claims; so that if thou shouldst encounter a refusal, 

the disparagement falls entirely upon me; if thou shouldst 

socceed in thy request, the honour is done to me. If, then, 

Christ invites ns to pray in his name, what is this but to en- 

eoorage ns with all humility and confidence to put ourselves 

in his place, and so far as the range of things agreeable 

to his will extends, to ask these of the Father, " in faith, 

nothing doubting." For then the ear of the Father will be 

as open to us as to him ; our prayers will be as welcome 

and certain of answer as his Divine intercessions ; our re- 
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qnests shall be as little rejected or delayed as tliose of Ilitt 
\v'hom ^the Father heareth always/' How amanng the 
privilege I and yet all this, and nothing less than this, is im- 
plied in the Saviour's promise. 

He, then, that is enabled to appropriate the merits of hii 
Surety, to stand with believing and grateful heart in that 
grace of adoption to which Christ has introduced him, and 
to bring his requests before the Eather with holy boldness 
and confidence, prays in the name of Jesus. And in thii 
wise the saints of the Old Tesament had not prayed. Their 
view' of the mediatorial work of Christ did not reach so ht 
as to enable them, as Paul expresses it, '' with a conscience 
made perfect," to draw near unto Grod. They knew, indeed, 
tliat for the sake of the Messiah, they should not be con- 
demned ; and in so far they rejoiced in their redemption. 
But, just as little as a pardoned criminal could infer, firom 
the royal act of clemency, that he should be dressed in 
purple and fine linen and made to sit at the king's table; as 
little did they anticipate (though, perhaps, they had some 
vague and distant glimpse of it), that the whole merits of 
the Redeemer should become their own, and that they 
should have perfect and unbroken fellowship with "the 
Father, and his Son Christ Jesus." They had come to the 
mount which burned with fire, and unto blackness, and daric- 
ness, and tempest. Though they all died in futh, " having 
obtaineda good report through faith ;" yet, "they received not 
the promise," Heb. xi. 39. How different is our situation? 
We have seen and heard " what many prophets and righte- 
ous men desired to see and were not permitted ;" a blessed 
reality has taken the place of the dim shadow of " good 
things to come," and we can even enter into the startling 
language of our Lord respecting the Baptist, ** That the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." We, 
therefore, can approach God with far different confidence, and 
pour out our hearts before him with a far other liberty; and 
are not surprised that ithe Lord speaks of prayer in his name, 
as a new thing, which has come with himself into the worid. 

And mark now the extent of this promise ! It is ushered 
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With the solemn words, ''Verily, verily." These are the 
immiitable oath, the royal seal of Him who is the Father's 
eqnaL ''Whatsoerw ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he wiU give it yon.** And again, ** ye shall ask what ye 
win, and it shall be done mito yon.** Here is a field opened 
without landmarks or limits. What can we desire more ? 
NoAing in the world is so great, nothing so small, that we 
Bii^ not at any moment receive it from the Father, if we 
solj asked it in the name of Jesus. Say, what would you 
derire to have granted you? Is it deliverance from domestic 
tnmhle? as, for example, that your sick child should re- 
cover? or, that your whole household should be converted 
to the Lord ? Make known your desire to your Father in 
hesTen in the name of Jesus, and if there is truth in the 
Bible, he will grant it you. But does not this seem contra- 
^etod-by experience, besides involving on our part some- 
thing like an invasion of Gk)d*s omnipotence? I answer, 
Nol fer wherever we have seemed to fail, the fault has been in 
oanelves; and it is only the Spirit of Qod who can produce 
in OS that frame of desire, from which asking him in Christ's 
iHDie proceeds. We mnst distinguish between a passing 
wiah, and a desire of faith expressed in the name of Jesus. 
For example, though you might wish the resurrection of a 
beloved friend, yet you could not bring your mind to pray 
for it, except under the guidance of the Spirit, and from the 
eonrietion that it was required by the glory of God ; but 
with fuch a conviction so wrought in you, you might pray for 
the minde. Thus Luther prayed for his friends Melancthon 
tad ICyeonius, when they were sick unto death, and already 
grren over ; and, behold, his prayer was answered of God I 
Suppose that your heart was set upon silver and gold, if you 
could pray for them in faith, they would assuredly be yours. 
But could you pray for such things in the name of Jesus ! 
l%e pious Francke of Halle had grace given hun to do so ; 
and strughtway silver and gold flowed in upon him, so thai 
he was able to build his Orphan House of the size almost 
-of a city; and he, who before had hardly a few pence of his 
-own, was privileged to found an institution which was an 
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honour to his age, and is still a blessing to his country. Ba- 
member the words of the apostle John, " Beloved, if o« 
heart condemn as not, then have we confidence tovrard God. 
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because wi 
keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleair 
ing in his sight," 1 John iii. 21. 22. 

What shall we say to tnese things? Do they not lead m 
into the very sanctuary of Christian privilege, and reveal to 
us by a heavenly inspiration the splendour of our dignity ss 
the sons of God, and cast a light of glory around eveiy doe- 
trine and promise of our ever blessed faith I And oh, hov 
these words rebuke our unbelief ! How few of us embsik 
in this sacred ark of promise 1 How poor and barren an 
our souls amid all the wealth of this spiritual treasuyl 
Were it otherwise, how different would every feature in oor 
religious condition bel The heavens would no longer be tf 
brass over our heads, nor the earth beneath us as iron. Tho 
church would flourish like the lily; there would be a con- 
stant shaking among the dry bones, and the blessing woold 
be poured out on us from above till there was not room 
enough to receive. Thus our poverty in spiritual things ii 
our condemnation. The mild reproof of Jesus applies too 
truly to ourselves, '' Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my 
name." 

But much as these great promises reprove us, they alto 
ser\'e to revive and encourage us; for they open the blessed 
prospect, that the church might at any time, by its united 
supplications, cause a better day to dawn. What more 
would be required for this result tlian that the little flock of 
Christ, pressed in spirit, and continuing, as of old, with ooe 
accord, in prayer, should not cease tiU a new pentecoat 
were shed forth from on high, with a fresh illapse of spiri- 
tual power and gifts of the Holy Ghost I The church of 
God, indeed, lieth waste; but the prayer of faith coold 
repair its desolations ; our congregations are, alas I dull and 
formal, but the prayer of one believing heart could break 
their lethargy ; our friends are, many of them, still in tlu 
broad way ; but could we now begin to pray for them ii 
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fidth, *' ill :^th, nothiDg douDting/* ''the accepted time, and 
the day of their salyation*^ would be come. Thus this word 
of promise can raise as to a calm height, where we breathe 
only the air of hope, and the view stretches bright and 
ehcerful before us. 

Let us learn then, from this delightful promise, to avoid, 
on the one hand, the error of praying in a legal and servile 
ipint, and, on the other hand, the still more pernicious and 
detestable error of neglecting prayer, on the pretence that 
we are already among the elect, and that all our wants are 
mpplied by the intercession of Jesus. The former is un- 
worthy of us, as disciples of the New Testament, and as 
monciled to God by the death of his Son; the latter 
betnyi a perversity of thought and deadness of spiritual 
afieetion, which can only arise from total irregeneracy, or 
ndi deplorable backsliding as shows our alleged trust in 
C3aist*B intercession, and God's patamal care, to be an awful 
Boekery and delusion. No! my brethren, we are made the 
ddldren of God, that we may enjoy intercourse with our 
henrenly Father? we have a great High Priest over the 
hoDse of God, that we may draw near with true hearts, and 
in the full assurance of faith. And thus the two glorious 
tnzths hang together, that we owe all to the intercession of 
Quist, and yet that the intercession of Christ is itself the 
&ait of the Father*s love. This we learn also from the pas- 
■■ge which inunediately succeeds that splendid promise to 
which we have devoted so much consideration; and with 
Uie quotation of it we return to our history, " At that day 
ye shall ask in my name, and I say not that I will pray the 
Aither for you, for the Father himself loveth you because 
ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from 
God.'' John xvi. 26, 27. 

m. We have said that the temper of mind in Elijah 
which led to his unconditional o£fer to Elisha, was not of 
the law but of the gospel, and in substance the same with 
that which we have just attempted to describe. How then 
was the pro£fer received? With a faith worthy of its own 
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greatness, Elijali rose high in making it; Elisha still higfae 
in his expectation from it. '^ I pray thee,** saja he, " let ; 
douhle portion of thj spirit he upon me,** that is, ''I deiiK 
to he twice as much haptized with the Holj Ghost, and en* 
riched with his gifts, as thou hast been.** Let us not, how* 
ever, nustake the excellent EHisha in his request. LoMjf 
as it maj sound, it proceeds from a humble and holy spirit 
I cannot, indeed, suppose with man j expodtors that lESAi 
had here a reference to the birthright of the first-born soiv 
whose share of the inheritance was double that of his bro- 
thers and sisters, and that he meant no more than this; ^11 
others inherit a portion of thj spirit, let me, to whom tbott 
hast been more especially a father, inherit a double portion.* 
I see, rather, in these words, how great £lisha*s estimti 
was of the loss which the church would sustain by EiytbV 
removal. The breach appeared to him irreparable; Im 
thought the earth contuned no man like him it was abost 
to lose. And could he^ the poor husbandman of AJbA' 
meholah, bom and bred for the plough, ever be fit to take 
the place, and that too in a time of universal degeneracy, d 
a spiritual champion who had been without peer or rital, 
and whose name was to descend, in the highest rank of 
worthies, to the latest posterity I Such were his thoa|^; 
and they were enough to stagger and overwhelm him. As^ 
if it was indeed the will of Jehovah that the succesoon 
should devolve on him, then he could not but pray that the 
prophetic endowments of Elijah should rest on him in doable 
measure, since he was so unequal to liim in natural gifts' 
This then is the language of the purest humility, of that 
humility which is in the sight of Gk>d " of great price,** v^ 
which goeth "before honour.** We may suppose, mort' 
over, that he had already some vague idea that his fatnie 
labours were to be essentially different from those of his 
great predecessor, and would bear a more evangelical cbt- 
racter. The still small voice of Jehovali*8 love and mes^i 
was in him to succeed the storm and earthquake and fire of 
KlijaVs ministry; and for this office he manifestly needed 
pMSuliar preparation and endowment. Deeper views of the 
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diTuie loTe to sinners, and of the glorious plan of mediation 
through a Kinsman-Redeemer, must be vouchsafed him; 
sod his own <diaiacter as a hmld of the divine benignity 
be written as it were on his forehead, and shine in his 
eoontenanoe. No wonder, if he felt thus, that he nt- 
t«ed the request, '< Let a double portion of thy spirit be 
OS me.** 

But however unbounded his desires had been, they would 
itiU have been consistent with tme humility, for he would 
hftve eontinned to acknowledge that he had nothing which 
he did not receive, and all would have been rendered back 
in homage and service to its Eternal Source. This would 
hM tme of the Christian, thou^ he should desire all the 
gnees of all the saints to be united in his own person ; and 
the time will come in the annals of eternity when he may 
desire unspeakably more than this ; for he would still enjoy 
iD in Christ, and would bind all faito one wreath of glory, 
to lay at the feet of Him ''who alone is worthy." Thus 
the utmost boldness of desire and the greatest depth of hn- 
mSity are sister graces that go hand in hand on earth and 
in heaven. 

IV. Elisha^s request makes his master for a moment 
•tsrtle. ''Thou hast asked a hard thing," he replied; not 
M if the gift of miracles or other distinctions of the pro- 
l^ietic office could not be given in double or tenfold measure 
of that which he himself possessed. But probably from the 
evangelical character of the blessing asked, the prophet 
might have some remaining doubt that the granting of it 
was hardly compatible with the continuance of the old 
economy nntQ the distant time of *' restoratbn." He calmly 
sobmitted the whole matter to the decision of his Lord, and 
gave an outward sign by which it should be decided whe- 
tiier or no the great request were answered. This sign, 
given doubtless by inspiration of €h>d, is itself remarkable. 
" If thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so 
onto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so." As if he had said, 
" The exaltation of such a mortal is itself a glorious antici- 
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pation of the work of pardoning love and grace, that shall 
mark that better dispensation into the spirit of which thoo 
desirest to be baptized ; if, then, thou beholdest the specti- 
cle, thy prajer is abeady fulfilled; if thou dost not, then thou 
must still abide within the ancient limits of the present eeo- 
nomy/* The prayer of Elisha found acceptance with God; 
and under the opened heaven, into which his master glori- 
ously ascended, he received, by the appointed sign, a re- 
newed consecration to hift exalted calling. 

A brighter day has now dawned on us. That which wu 
to Elisha an extraordinary sign, has become as common as 
the daily bread of the children of Zion. Every page of the 
New Testament is a cheering sign, that speaks more to ui 
of the love of God to sinners than Elijah^s ascension could 
do. O that we were fully conscious of our high pren^atife, 
and enjoyed in all their richness the blessings of that better 
covenant of promise of which we are the heirs I May 
the love wherewith God embraces us in Christ Jesus be 
the element in which we live, and may we every mo- 
ment of our being realize the gospel beatitude, — ^Blessed 
are your eyes, for they see ; and your ears, for they hear." 
Amen. 



IV.-TIIE ASCENSION. 



There can be no doubt, my brethren, that the false theo- 
logy of our times would not have occasioned half the vaar 
chief it has done, had it come everywhere in unmasked 
deformity as a direct contradiction of revealed truth. Bat 
as it assumed the specious garb of adherence to the fundar 
mental doctrines of the church, its course was easy. The 
unsuspecting people were unable to see through such dela* 
sion, and, ere they were aware, Satan, thus transformed into 
an angel of light, had triumphed over their faith and carried 
away the choicest treasures out of their sanctuary. It !■ 
true there was scarcely any of the articles of Scripture 
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doctrine which was entirelj sappressed, they were all 
given back to the people in a simpler and purer form than 
that of the old-fashioned catechisms and creeds of former 
eentories. The people, thus miserably deceived, stretched 
forth their arms to embrace the truth, and, behold, it was 
ody a dond. They thought to gather the flowers of para- 
dise in their old seats, and lo I they were but artificial shows, 
without freshness, or fragrance, or life. These unhappy 
victima of false teaching have retained no doubt a Son of 
God; but so spiritualized and refined away, that it is hard 
to lay whether he is a person or merely a personified idea, 
m unsubstantial image. True, they have a '^ Supreme Being'* 
itOl recommended to their fiiith ; but a Being so shadowy, 
etherial, and infinitely exalted above this world of ours, 
Aat they must renounce from the first all idea of close 
eonmnmon with him. A heaven, too, is left in name ; but 
% lieaven with which men can only be satisfied so long as 
duy are not in earnest in pressing into it. They speak of 
immortal life, and a happy reunion of friends beyond the 
giave; but when the hour of need comes, the phantoms 
mush, and the farther shore proves, as the bark of hope 
Dears it, nothing but a collection of mists and vapours. 
Alas, poor deluded people 1 how sadly have ye forgotten the 
iqpoatdic warning, ^* Beware lest any rob you through philo- 
aopfayand vain deceit/** Col. iL 8. Away with this vaporized 
tlieology of old £ashioned pulpits ! Let us keep a fast hold 
■ of the reality of the Bible. He that takes it from us takes 
our all; for the heart of man needs and will have realities, 
aod the more palpable and substantial they are the better. 
An incarnate God, that can be apprehended by my thoughts, 
and laid hold of by my affections ; a Surety that allowed 
htmaAlf^ in the literal snnse of the words to be judged and 
pmdahed in my stead; a special Providence that numbers 
the hairs of my head ; a local heaven, peopled with visible 
end tangible forms; a conscious personal existence after 
death, and a reunion of the soul and its earthly partner, the 
body; these are some of the realities which my necessity 

* Qennan version. 
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loudl J calls for, and without which my heart can never be 
satisfied. For all too real is the misery that weigha me 
down, the sin that burdens my conscience, and the death 
that clings to my yery nature, that aught should prove to 
me a source of joy which is not as firm and solid in its tei- 
ture. Can a paper shield avert the arrow that ffiea at mj 
heart ? No, I must have one of solid brass. Can a painted 
banquet appease my hunger? No, I must have sabetaotiil 
food, if I am to have my life preserved, and not my wsoti 
cruelly mocked. 

I for one know exactly what I want ; and am contest to 
leave the chaff and husks of this world^s wisdom to thoie 
who feel no need of stronger nourishment. My taste is for 
the solid realities of Bible truth. I confess that where 1 
hear voices from the sky above, or see divine appeaianeei 
in corporeal form, or the heaven opened as over the held 
of the martyr Stephen, that my heart, in such cases, finds iti 
true satisfaction ; and that the more palpable and substsntiii 
the things of a future life show to my sight, the more ^adly 
do I bid them welcome. I love the hopes that can be sees 
in broad day-light and take root in history, and I hold hj 
such demonstrations of the immortality of the soul, and A 
a life to come, as we are this day to witness. The reality I 
speak of is fully seen in the subject of this day's meditatkHi— 
the ascent of Elijah in the chariot of fire. If there be mj 
among you whose taste is like my own, it will be abundintlj 
gratified on this occasion. 

2 Kings il. IL 

** And it came to pass, as ihey still went on, and talked, flut beboid, tktfi 
appeared a chariot of ftre. and lionet of fire, and parted them botii mbbAa 
aiid El^ah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.** 

Here there is as it were a coronation scene set before yon* 
Here is an event surpassed in splendour by none in saered 
history. Nor is it a spectacle in which you have no pe^ 
soual interest, smce the glory of Elijah shall one day b* 
'your own. Let us consider ; I. The light in which v« 
should view this glorious event ; II. The event itself: W* 
Its sublime import. 
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I. We return with jou to the fiuniliar scene heyond Jor- 
dan. This lonely ^pot was chpsen for the miracnlons scene 
hy Him who knew hetter what was in man than to display 
tt in the market-place of idlers, and who will not sink his 
condescension so far as to fayomr those with new wonders 
to whom the old have heen a mere show, or an occassion of 
imhelieving donht and ridicule. 

It might he the calm hour of the first twilight of evening 
wheB the two men of God, absoriied in holy conversation, 
wandered over the silent scene. Their discourse was pro- 
bably of Elisha^B future mission, and of the faithfulness of 
their covenant €k)d. Elijah walks already with more than 
mortal tread, and a majestic soaring expression of fervent 
hope throws its halo around him. Nature, too, may have 
pven signs of the approaching wonder, in the gathering of 
die cnrtained clouds of every radiant hue ; the spreading of 
% imivenal stillness, broken only by a fitful rustle among 
the palms of the desert, and the louder murmur of the dis- 
tint stream ; and in the marshalling of her far-off thunders, 
which came with low and solemn sound, like a voice of 
leloome from another world, or peals to usher in an eternal 
flibbath. We turn away, however, to muse on the moral 
iipect of this grand preparation, and rise above the voice 
of Nature to the voice of God. It speaks of the approach- 
ing glory of one of the children of tlie dust, but warns us 
not to deify the flesh and blood that was to be thus exalted. 
It tells ns that it is not the son of Adam, as such, who can 
inherit the kingdom of heaven ; and that the coming triumph 
of Elijah is awarded to him, not as bearing the image of the 
cirthly, but of the heavenly, but is a triumph of Divine 
Mercy, of free sovereign grace, which has its ground 
Qd source in the merits of the second Adam, the Lord 
from heaven. It is a festival of grace in which the Lamb 
iliin from the foimdation of the world receives all the hon- 
Mr; a proclamation to angels and men and the powers of 
(biknesa,- ** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

22 
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IT. The great moment is come. The Lord is at hand. 
Elisha trembles with anxiety. His master looks exultingly 
upwards. The glowing clouds are rent, and from the fieiy 
portal, there rides forth the chariot of salvation. Likfl s 
falling sun, or a star sent wandering from its place, or a 
blaze of linked thunderbolts, it darts its dazzling splendoor 
afar ; and wraps wild, and tree, and rock, and river, in one 
mantle of unearthly light. At length the bewilderod eye 
descries the flaming chariot with its fiery horses wheeUns 
down to earth. And now with arrowy-flight it has left the 
thunder-clouds behind, and rolled over the hills that shot io 
the wilderness; and an invisible guide has arrested its fire 
breathing steeds by the prophet's side. 

Let us turn aside, my Mends, for a moment, to see this 
great sight. The eye of unbelief indeed may stay awiy* 
We regard not its distorted and darkling fancies. But even 
the eye of believers see not here alike true ; but some have 
been blinded by the surpassing splendour. We reject their 
notions of a chariot of gilded clouds, mistaken for horses of 
fire, or of a host of angels linked together like a chariot, an^^ 
bearing the prophet on high. This is plain and literal hu 
tory ; and why E^ould we volatilize it into metaphor, or ex- 
tend to it the freedom of speech which exists in poetry. We 
find, indeed, in the 68th Psahn, the '' angeb of God'' spoken 
of as '^ God's chariots." But this is no psalm, but a sober 
chronicle, composed in a style that does not mount on 
the wings of fancy, but walks with firm step on the earth* 
Let this conceited and unbelieving generation sport tho^ 
miserable jeers at us as slaves of the letter, if they will, we 
hold fast by the literal chariot of fire and horses of fire, in 
the faith of simple and honest hearts, and we trust the vers- 
city of Him who cannot lie. We need not trouble ourselTei 
with the question whence these strange objects came, whe- 
ther from the abodes of the blessed, or from some distant 
star or planet where there are other forms of being an^ 
laws of nature, or whether they were formed directly by the 
hand of Omnipotence, as perhaps also the dove that de- 
scended at our Saviour's baptism. On this I will not upecu* 
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lute, for I do not know ; but this at least I know, that to 
judge of the world that lies above our experience by the 
laws of our own little planet, would be as foolish and absurd 
as to make the natural history of our own garden-plot a 
standard for the natural history of the globe. Let whosu 
will, then, shake his head, and boast of his enlightened 
foepticism ; we are not faithless but believing. He gains 
nothing by his denial. How great our gain is from our 
deeded superstitution, even those who wrongfully revile us 
most themselves confess, from their fimcied height of wis- 
dom. While they leave such scenes with profane scoffs 
and empty hearts, we feast on hidden dainties and rejoice 
in our covenant God who counts his servants worthy of such 
glory I ^liile they see only mist and vapour, we behold 
heaven opened and breathe its native air I While they 
bind the laws of their poor science, like iron fetters, around 
the hull of the earth, we mount by mysterious attractions 
above the stars, and walk already among the happy throngs 
of paradise ! While they, curtained in by a thousand im- 
penetrable folds of mystery, mutter forth their doubtful ^^ To 
be or not to be ;'* we soar away on the wings of faith, and 
alight on the liills of immortality I 

The prophet had marked the car of triumph without mis- 
giving or dismay. Its sudden appearance gave him no 
shock, fur his was now the love which " casteth out fear.'* 
In the twinkling of an eye he is caught away, and the fiery 
shariot again rolls upwards. Farewell, dark vales below, 
loenes of my struggles, of my tears I Fast fiy the heavenly 
iteeds through cloud and airy sphere up to the flaming 
H>rtal of the firmament. The last speck of earth is gone ; 
he prophet he^ds it not; his look is upwards; his hands 
u« stretched forth to a higher heaven ! And whUe he thus 
ides on up the boundless steep, his earthly body is trans- 
ignred into a higher form, and this mortal puts on immorta- 
ity. So shall it be with the just who are caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air. Old things are now passed away, and 
death is swallowed up in victory. Who shall describe the 
Hew world which now opens to his glorified senses, the calls 
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of welcome, the £ftce8 of brightness, the beckonings of tri- 
umph, that crowd around him? A rapture and a beaaty 
are there, a holiness and a love, with the overspreading 
charm of an immortal youth, before which the fairest oi 
earth's dreams fade into daii^ and hollow shadows. And 
now the cloudy spheres are fiur behind; and through ths 
kindred aether that wraps sun and starry systems, the flam- 
ing horses urge their way. " The heavens declare the ^(ntj 
of God.** '* Great is the Lord and of great power,** is the 
hymn which rises from the mystic choir on one side; "All 
worlds are full of his glory** is the thousandfold response 
from the other. Soon stars fade, and vanish, and sink as is 
a bottomless abyss below; and these new and thrilling 
strains, that now sweep down on his ravished ear, what an 
they? They are far-off tones of the harps of serspbim 
around the throne of God. It is the Hallelujah of th^ 
heavenly host, the jubilee anthem of the "just made per- 
fect.*' Elijah now weeps his last tears ; but they are tean 
of ectasy, such as earth knows not ; and ere he enters hea- 
ven, heaven in its raptures has entered into his soul. The 
gates of pearl are wide unbarred ; and the New Jerusalemt 
for which his heart had yearned night and day in the yean 
of his mortal banishment, lies in the sunshine of its glory 
before him. And now the burning chariot is gone, and he 
is amid the green pastures and the verdant palms of para* 
disc. Look round thee, thou blessed of the Lord 1 Here 
are the patriarchs, in whose steps thou troddest, to bid thee 
welcome I Here is father Abraham, to fold thee as a be- 
loved son in his bosom ; here is Moses, whose office thon 
didst bear, to greet thee ; and the royal Psalmist to raise a 
new song of triumph I Vain the call I he hears nothing, seet 
nothing. One glory has eclipsed all others, and he tf 
already prostrate in silent ectasy before the throne of Go^* 
Let us retire and leave him there. For us, there is no 
dwelling long in that upper world. We must return to the 
vale of tears; but we take back with us heaven in our 
hearts, and learn something of its song to cheer our pilgn* 
mage in this strange land. 
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'*' Skk At beart, of exile wAuy, 
NoDgbt I eee Imt thlcfcening gloom; 
fflde me ioon from tempeet dreerf , 
LorA! inpeeeeftilludliofhome.*' 

m. The ascension of Elijah is incontestably one of the 
most glorions, delightful, and significant facts wliich the 
worid erer witnessed before the buth of Christ. Like a 
bright star of hope in the clondy sky of the ancient dis< 
pSDsadon, it sent down its cheering radiance through many 
eentoiies; and in the light of it, the saints of God went on 
their pilgrimages with renewed strength. It was a prop of 
their faith in the life to come, a proof by feu^t of the reality 
fd things iiDseen and etemaL How many a deathbed may 
it have comforted ; how many a soul upheld by the thought 
that he, whose life was so gloriously closed on earth, had 
once sat like them under the juniper-tree, and poured out 
his complaint to the rocks of the wilderness. This may have 
filled up the dark void which, in spite of offering and sacri- 
fice, opened before the troubled conscience, and given them 
such a view of the paternal love of God to sinners, that 
they henceforth rose above their despondency, and were no 
longer '* through fear of death, subject to bondage." 

But not only was this event like a rainbow of promise 
over the dark clouds of the former economy, it also looked 
inward to that better dispensation which was to come " in 
the fulness of time.*' It was unquestionably a type and 
figure of the glorious entrance of the great High Priest into 
the true sanctuary, when he passed through these heavens 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. And though, to 
the eye of sense, it may seem at first as if the type were 
more glorious than the antitype, a little reflection will teach 
Us how truly in this respect, as in every other, " He that 
Cometh from heaven is above all." No fiery chariot was to 
bear the Saviour upward; but he was to ascend by his own 
Inherent power, in simple and silent majesty, and like one 
whose steps were accustomed to a higher path, and whom 
all the elements obeyed. As is the difference between the 
unadorned greatness of a monarch, and the gorgeous and 
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manifold trappings of his retinue ; sach was the diiTorence 
between the ascension of the sinful servant, and that of the 
Lord from heaven, the Son of God. 

Even for us, the children of the better dispensation, tbiB 
mighty event opens a spring of true consolation, and stands 
out in bold and strong colours like a great fresco-paintinig, 
in which the vigour of the outline but gives us a more vi>id 
. idea of the realities of another life. From the beginniqg (rf 
the world until now, the soul of man has found the world 
too narrow for its desires. . To be shut up within the sphere 
of things mutable and transitory, and to share itself the 
common lot of dissolution ; — ^this has ever been an intole^ 
able thought to man, which he has struggled by all meant 
in his power to exchange for more cheering hope. At one 
time on the wings of fancy, at another on those of specoUr 
tion, he has striven to pass without the circle of this vifiblt 
earth, and to discover, for certain, an invisible and eternal 
sphere beyond, by faith in which he might soothe the 80^ 
rows of the present hour, and into which the soul might be 
received in safety, after the great shipwreck of the bodf. 
This struggle to pierce the veil, and burst asunder the bi*- 
zen doors of the prison-house, has been renewed in ever^ 
nation, in every clime, and in every age. But what is the 
fruit of all these painful efforts? Merely to prove, first, 
that man in all conditions and stages of civilization feeUi 
however vaguely, the immortality of his being, and hii 
destination for a life beyond the darkness of the grave and 
the horrors of corruption ; and, secondly, that man, when 
leflt to prove this truth by reason, has ever erred, and cast 
his darkened eye around for light in vain, and stri^ieD in i 
vain to push aside the bars which the hand of the Eternal 
alone can move. Look to the men of the ancient world, 
who stood on the very summit of philosophic insight, and 
consider how little way they advanced in their knowledge • 
of a future state. Cyrus, who had been educated in the 
schools of the most illustrious Persian sages, said, on his 
death-bed, to his children, ^' I cannot imagine that the soul 
lives only s(y long as it remains in tliis mortal body, and 
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ceases to live when it is separated from it. 1 am raUier 
mdmed te think, that it wiU then have more intelligence and 
greater parity !" Socrates the greatest of the philosophers 
of Greece, when his last hour was at hand, could only say 
to his judges, ** We are about to part. I go to die ; you to 
five; which of us goes the best way is known to God alone.** 
Cicero, the great and polished Roman, could say no more 
than this, " I do not wish that what I am about to say of a 
fotnre life, should be regarded as certain, like a Divine 
oncle. Upon this subject I only advance conjectures T* 
And, if you will believe me, the wise men of the present day 
We no better staff to lean upon, in so far as they forsake 
the stable ground of Scripture. They also fluctuate between 
doubt and certainty, between hope and fear: and their 
belief^ vfh&re they have one in a future life, is, in most cases* 
10 barren and comfortless, that death puts all their confi- 
dence to shame, and, by the first light stroke of his dart, 
breaks their frail shield into a thousand shivers. 

^'ow, into the midst of these wise men of the world, who 
ean produce as the fruit of some thousand years specula- 
tion, nothing better than a barren and hesitating conjec- 
ture, that there is, perhaps^ a future state, and an eternal 
existence of the soul in it, the Christian comes forward witli 
beaming eye and uplifted look, and exclaims in triumph, 
''O death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy vie 
tory?'* ^^We know^^ he can declare with firmness and de- 
cision, '^ We krunOf that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heayens." And, if you 
ask him the ground of this knowledge and joyful hope, he 
refers you not to the loose and sandy foundation of dreams 
and presentiments, and probabilities, and speculations ; but 
to the word of One, in whom men and devils in vain endea« 
▼oared to find deceit; One, who confirmed his words by 
deeds of Divine majesty ; One who, in proof that death can- 
not retain his prey for ever, approached the tombs of the 
dead and called them back to life by a word, and One who 
establislied his doctrine of immortality, not only by the fasz 



344 ELIJAH THE TIBHBITE. 

of an ascension like Elijah, but on the unspeakably stronger 
pillar of his o\7n resurrection from the dead before he wu 
exalted to glory. Hear him when he says, " In my Father's 
house are many mansions ; if it were not so I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive yoa 
to myself, that where I am there ye may be also." Hera 
then is the cloudy veil withdrawn, and the barriers that 
separate time from eternity thrust aside by a mighty haad; 
while all that we have to do is to behold and rejoice at the 
magnificent prospect. True, indQ^d, the glory thus dis- 
covered can be seen only by that wonderful eye which we 
call Faith. But how firm and distinct and stead&st tdaj 
the view of Faith be, when she looks through the glass of* 
sure word of truth, spoken by Him in whose life and history 
is every moment revealed the Lord from heaven I And 
where then does he, who is as familiar with the world o^ 
spirits as with the gross realities of earth — ^where does be 
direct our longing hopes ? Is it, like the wisdom of tbi> 
world, to a dark and boundless void ? Is it to far distant 
shadows that fiit in the horizon? to words without know- 
ledge of an ocean of spirit, into which the souls of men are 
to be re-absorbed ? or to deep riddles respecting an exist- 
ence out of the limits of space and time ? Oh no. It is to 
something which is distinct and apprehensible and near at 
hand. It has shape and body, and a clear outlioe and a 
lively colour ; and if we believe in it, we know at least in 
what we have believed. The author of our faith shews ua, 
behind the clouds, no dreary and immeasurable expanse, no 
empty and shapeless pile of vapours, in thinking of which 
we should rather feel glad to keep still by the solid eartL 
He shows us something which we can live in and feel our- 
selves at home — a house, a mansion, a paternal home. Do 
you say, " These are but fiigures." No doubt they are ; but 
there lies under them a deep reality, and they are not mere 
oratorical flourishes and strokes of fancy. Verily heaven ia 
no building with roof and walls. But it is a local region, 
a peopled spot, a place of habitation where friend knoTva 
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Viend, aiid enjojs all the delights of dose and enduring 
relationshq). The expresuon, '^ Mj father's house/* points 
to a familj conmmnity, a confiding intercourse, a living with, 
and beside a common Father, where all is love, and peace, 
and joy : and this is the substance, the sober reality of the 
image. O how precious is the thought, that we have so sure 
mtdGgence of this house in heaven, and that when we are 
a-weazyof this world of sorrow, and would flee away and be 
It rest, our souls can escape -through those chinks in the 
priaon-house which let in the light of heaven, and soar away 
to the regions of the blest. How does it do the heart good, 
h the midst of this mortal toil and struggle, to know of a 
hod where peace for ever reigns ; in the midst of this droop- 
ii^, and fading, and reign of death, to know of a world with- 
out blight or decay ; in the midst of the fierce and jarring 
bdmnlt of earth, to rejoice in a scene where all is conspira- 
:ion and blessed harmony ; and from the stormy billows of 
i changeful life, to look to a quiet haven where all storms 
J!e hushed, and whence there is no more voyaging abroad 
Dto the distracted deepl How cheerfiilly does such a 
limpse of glbry impel us onward through the vale of tears! 
)ark as is our earthly dwelling-place, the air of heaven now 
lays round it, and enters into it ; and though the range of 
ur feet be still confined, our heart is abroad in boundless 
pheres. The blue canopy of heaven is now a vapour wltich 
angs around the sunny hills of the '^ land that is a£ur off;*' 
be stars are but the twinkling lamps of the city of our GK>d ; 
nd the moon is but a silent sentinel that softly beckons the 
ilgrim on, ''ordained to guide the unbodied spirit home 
rom toilsome life to never-ending rest." 
Tes, in the triumphal ascent of Elijah, we see only a 
eflected image of the glory that awaits all the people of 
}od. As the whole flock follows the leader, when the ^'ap- 
i<»nted time'* of the crane and stork is come, so shall we 
Iso, after the prophet, rise on the wings of fiuth and love 
a happier clime ; as the first bud of spring announces the 
pproaching verdure of the whole tree, so he announces a 
;eneral spring-time to all who are grafted into the true 
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Vine. Yes, wc shall follow thee in thy adventurous path 9 
The true Precursor has broken up our way. For us there 
may be no fiery chariot ; but the ministry of angels shall be 
ours, and who can tell what besides ? 

We take leave of this splendid and heart-elevating picture ; 
but I cannot pass from it, without drawing aside the cortiiii 
that veils an equally real and more stupendous scene. Beholdf 
what a spectacle is this I A dismal hill of death — a bloody 
tree of agony, with thickest night around, and the ciy sod 
groan of anguish amid the gloom. Truly this is another nght 
than that we have just gazed on in the wilderness. Here 
is a righteous man nailed to the cross ; there a sinner ai- 
cends to glory. Here the innocent is compassed round 
with the " sorrows of death" and " the pains of hell" — ^there 
the guilty triumphs in a chariot of fire. Here the '* bright* 
ness of the Father^s glory" sinks in the night of death— 
there a criminal, deserving to die, passes without tasting of 
death into the joys of paradise. Here the Lamb of God 
bleeds by the sword of avenging justice — there a creators 
of the dust is welcomed as a child of Gh)d to the arms of 
mercy. What startling contrasts, and, to the ftatural mind, 
perplexing riddles I And yet they are bound together hj ft 
deep inward harmony. For the one depends upon the 
other, and finds in it its true explanation. Christ assumed 
tli9 sinner^s place. He became '* sin" for Elijah ; and thus 
Elijah became the " righteousness of Gk)d in him I" He took 
on himself the sinner^s punishment ; the sinner becomes pft^ 
taker of his glory. He has drunk the sinner^s cup of trem* 
bling ; the sinner receives from his hand the cup of blessing* 
It is this marvellous substitution of Immanuel in the sinner'* 
stead that clears up all difficulties in the Divine procedure, 
aiid shows how a sinner may ascend to the highest heaven* 

Here, then, we leave for the present the bright scene of 
ascension. And in what better firame can we depart, thsn 
by joining in the heavenly chorus of angels and spirits of 
the just made perfect, '^Worthy is the Lamb that was slaio 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
and glory, and honour, and blessing." Amen. 
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V.-TIIE PARTING CALL 

re read, in Mark xvi. 16, that Jesus "npbnuded 
lea with their unbelief;** we read of something that 
ened not once in the history of the world, but 
omerable. Nothing did the Saviour so often smite 
" sword of his mouth** as unbelief; and with the 
reason. For it is the source of all sin, and causes 
tiure of all saving blessings. It bars at once the 
saven, and wreathes around our necks the yoke of 
e cf darkness. 

a detestable thing, this sin of unbelief, on what- 
!e we contemplate it I It can do nothing but darken, 
^e, and destroy. It extinguishes all the lights 
itual world, and spreads around a night and chaos, 
ich all foul and monstrous shapes of evil are bom. 
es unbelief make of the world? A barren and 
waste, where no sound of Divine footsteps is heard ; 

ascend and descend ; no living hand clothes the 
[ feeds the birds of tlie air, and regulates the events 
t where one dull play of mechanism succeeds an 
d where, instead of an inner spirit of life, a dead law 
sets all things in motion, and there is no room for a 
ovidence of love mysteriously to control all. Thus 
s the world into a great field of the dead, and 
nature, the garden of the Lord, an immense auto- 
f history, that grand development of a manifold 
r God, a fortuitous concourse of accidents ; of man, 
of a Divine training, a creature without other rule 
an chance and self-will ; and of prayer, an absurd 
38 ceremony. It disrobes the world and the life of 
^ery great and exalting aspect ; it annihilates even 
;es of heaven that are yet upon the earth, and bars 
; to every higher region. 

th comes to re- open the intercourse between earth 
m. She peoples the world, and the scenes of our 
high and glorious visitants. She sees an invisi' 
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ble world dawn npon the visible; and to her eye the eartb 
is a theatre of incessant wonders and mighty acts of God 
Everywhere she traces the interference, and working, and 
ruling guidance of an exalted Trinity. In the winds she seei 
his messengers, and his ministers in the flames of fire. She 
has the wings of angels for a dweller in the dust; and for the 
prisoner of time, the key that "opens the palace of eternity." 
Great and wonderful, indeed, is the force of the nufld 
of man, when, in the words of an eloquent author, ''with 
more marvellous threads than those on which the insect darta 
into the light air, and is borne by the wind over vale and 
mountain, he stretches the web of his thoughts from star to 
star, and from galaxy to galaxy, and calculates distances, 
which his own measuring line, at the speed of light, would 
take thousands of years to traverse." And yet how feeble 
and infant-like does this same mind appear, amidst all its 
reach and loftiness, when it fails to raise one of those brigbt 
curtains of that spiritual world, on whose borders it trotis, 
and has to confess that, though its own limits are not the 
boundaries of truth, but the walls that partition off some 
great and mysterious regions of the universe, it can neither 
overpass these nor remove them out of the way. Shut up 
in its own little pen-fold of a world, it must forego all lofty 
contemplation of a Spirit that is above all, and turn its 
ignorant gaze on what is but the veil and outer coveraig of 
Ins glory. The sage must first become as a little child, and 
sit in lowly docility by the word of revelation. Only at 
the feet of Jesus is this spiritual wisdom to be learned. Of 
that man only, be he wise or ignorant, who has compre- 
hended the light of His doctrine, can it be said, " The dark 
ncss is past, and the true light now shineth.*^ 

2 KINGS u. IX 

"AndElisha saw It, and he cried. My fother, my &therl the chariot (4 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more : and he took 
hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.*^ 

The man of God, whom we have so often attended in his 
eventful course, and who has so mightily excited our admi- 
ration and our love, is no more to be found in the land of 
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8. He has shaken off the dust of earth, and Elisha, 
thfnl companion, is now to he seen alone in the wil- 
I near Jordan. How deep and pecoliar his feelings 
lave heen, on this occasion, we cannot in words de- 
Tet his conduct, as here recorded, opens a slight 
(to the depths of his agitated heart. Let ns consider, 
la's last look. II. His parting call. UI. His expres- 
grief. 

lisha beholds with trembling heart the sublime speo- 
* his master^s translation ; and his heart almost sinks 
he awful and imposing grandeur of the scene. Who 
tare the excitement of the forsaken man ? Is he 
twake? Is it only a vision of his fancy? For a 
t he might doubt his senses; but he finds himself 
he wilderness and alone ; the mantle of the ascended 
las floated down, and his hands touch and handle it. 
b no vision, it is all reality. His friend, his spiritual 
oars in very deed yonder through the air ; as really 
I floated in his ark on the waters, or as Moses and 
Idren of Israel passed, dryshod, through the waves 
Red Sea. But who had ever seen such a sight ! 
; needed a Divine supporting hand to keep him from 
, in this the most solemn and momentous hour of his 

»y was Elisha in " having seen,*' still more happy in 
5 believed." Happiest of all are we, if by the eye 

we see, and in our hearts believe, the great truth 
in Elijah's ascension, and are not among the wise 
ident, from whom these things are liidden." For 
e men who, " having eyes, see not ; and having ears, 
1 1" and who, when the Father gives testimony con- 

his Son from heaven, " I have glorified thy name, 
I glorify it again," can only say " it thundereth," 
r neither divine nor angelic voice. Let us not forget, 
kt, as Elisha's great request was answered in seeing 
)lay of God's love to sinners in Elijah's translation 
I well as by the dropping of the mantle, so we also 
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receive the spirit of the New Testament by looking iit 
faith on another and greater ascension, and by the shew- 
ing forth of the gifts of the Holy Ghost which follow it. 



11. EUsha gazes in devout wonder on the ascenc 
chariot. An exalted joy, indeed, and hopes unknown be- 
fore, must then have sprung up in his breast. But the 
sense of unutterable loss overpowers all, and he cries after 
the ascending prophet, " My father, my father, the cha- 
riot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!" Never was the 
word ** father** pronounced on earth with greater depth of 
feeling or affectionate tenderness. There is something 
urgently sad in the cry, as if he would call his master \»f^ 
to earth. And this is almost unexpected by us, who have 
been accustomed to look on Elijah almost exclusively as a 
son of thunder. Certainly, if we have attended to our feel- 
ings, it has not been confiding affection, but reverential awe, 
with which he has inspired us by the majesty and fiery 8a^ 
nestness of his public appearances. But Elisha, who had 
seen the workings of the heart which beat under the hairy 
mantle and heavenly armour of proof, knew better what 
manner of man Elijah was ; and in his eyes the prophet had 
not overshadowed the man, how much had Elisha lost 
in him! How instructive did he find his company! how 
soothing and full of care his friendship ! Though accustomed 
so much to what was elevated and supernatural, how great 
was his interest in all, however trifling, that concerned his 
friend ; and if at one moment he stood terrible on the scene 
of conflict with the drawn sword of the Spirit in his hand, 
he had been ready the next to gather the little ones, the 
humble and the teachable, under the wings of his love, and 
to welcome the timid to his embrace ! Yes, Elisha^s loss 
could not be told. The sweetest and most valuable hours 
in his life had been spent in his society. what recollec- 
tions would hover about hLs soul I What struggling emotions 
of desire and affection and gratitude and regret are poured 
forth in the parting call, *' My father, my father !" 

" The chariot of Israel and the horsemen tliereof I" or, 
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"Thoa wast Lsrael*! artilleiy and cavalry/' its glittering 
IcjgioD and its invincible host. What a noble testimony 1 
And yet what is it but a true likeness of that man whom 
God had made as an iron bulwark about Zion, and au armed 
host against IsraeFs foes? Think of the fire that was ready 
to descend at his prayers against Jehovah's enemies, of the 
ndo that by a word he hurled against the priests of idolatry. 
Think of tlie awful thunder which rolled from his lips 
Qgunst the blasphemer, the power of look, and of mere pre- 
sence, by which he quelled the strongest and proude.st spi- 
rits of his time. He spake, and the horse and his rider 
itood thunderstruck; he threatened, and tyrants recoiled, 
psle and mute and trembling. He commanded in the name 
of God, and a whole royal family that set themselves against 
the Lord were rooted out by lire and sword. He was wrotli 
JB qiirit, and his wrath became a consuming flame whicli 
burnt up a whole host of lying priests from the land of 
IiraeL And what a wall of defence was this man around 
the believers in the laud! How did he encourage the 
trembling and scattered flock by word and deed ! How did 
iie throw himself into the breach to save their faith ; and, 
like a champion, put forth every effort, by exliortation and 
example, to keep them steadfast in God*s covenant ! And 
Elijah was not only their champion and standard-bearer, he 
vaa their shield and breastplate, defending them from the 
malice of tyrants, and proving himself more terrible to them 
than whole armies of Philistines and Syrians. And this 
man was gone! The phalanx of Israel and its bulwark 
were removed ! and what might be the consequence? Who 
would now take the lead in the cause of God, and oppose 
his breast to the foe ? 0, irreparable loss ! Alas, Elijali, 
that thou hast left us so soon! ^'My father, my father^ 
the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!" 

It is long since the church of God has seen men deserv- 
ing of this highest of titles ; the days in which we live are 
evil ; while, on the other hand, it seems as if the kingdom 
of darkness would neiver fail in champions and heroes. Yet 
tho predicted time will come, when ''The Lord of hosts 
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shall visit his flock, the house of Judah, and make them 

his goodly horse in the battle ; and they shall be as migliff 

men, who tread down their enemies as the mire in the 

streets/* Zech. x. 3-5. But till then our motto must he, 

*' Here is the patience of the saints ;** nor must we foiget 
the old lines : — 

** Once the cedar and the palm 
Marked the soul for gloriona deedi; 
But in this, the better time. 
Fragile vines and braised reeda.** 

Still, however, in a certain sense, the honourable appeOft* 
tion of ''the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof" 
belongs even now to all the faithful and righteous, and 
especially to those who, in the spirit of the New Testament, 
abound in prayer and intercession with God. Mark how 
the prayer of Lot suspended the destruction of Sodom; the 
prayer of Moses procured the slaughter of Amalek, and th6 
prayer of Samuel brought down the thunders of heaven on 
the Philistines, and routed them with a great overthrow. 
Such is the power of believing prayer. For it lays hold of 
the Divine promise, and thereby engages Omnipotence on 
its side. It defends cities, decides battles, arms warriois, 
stops the mouths of lions, turns to the flight the armies of 
the aliens, restnuns judgments, and divides the waves of 
the sea. Happy the place where such believers dwell! 
That is better for it than walls of brass, and ramparts of 
rock. Happy the church whose pastors are " the chariot 
of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." They are Israel's 
chariot, when they, like Moses once, rise with you on the 
fiery wheels of intercession through clouds of darkness to 
the throne of grace; they are "the horsemen thereof," 
when they fall upon your hearts with the charge, '* ThoOv 
thou art the man." They are Israel's chariot, when, with 
holy boldness, they ride over and beat down every high 
place among you that the Lord alone may be exalted; they 
are Israel's horsemen, when, in the armour of God, they 
take the field for you day and night against Satan and his 
seducing spirits. Pray, my friends, for your own sakes, 
that your teachers may have such an unction from the Holy 
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d thst yon may be able, when they are no more, to 
upon their tombstone to the praise of God, '* The 
of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.** 

[lie last faint trace of the fiery chariot is gone: 
eye gazes no longer upwards; he looks around, 
B that he is indeed alone. T^ no second chariot 
bear him also above this vale of tears and of the 
)f death? ^' Woe is me that I sojourn in Mesech, 
n in the tents of Eedar.*' Such is the language of 
t, as he rends his clothes '' in two pieces,'* exclaim- 
Y father, my fStither.** 

re not in a condition fully to understand and sym* 
dth Elisha's grief, as we have never been called to 
ver the departure of an Elijah. We must have 
I the death of a Luther, or a Calvin, or stood by 
B of John Amot, a Franke, or a Bengel, in order 
[le depth of sadness which makes Israel exclaim, 
re the mighty fallen ; how are the weapons of war 
r* We must imagine what it is to lose i^ beloved 
a tender mother out of a family, and then apply 
e whole church of the saints. 
8 grief could not be of very long duration. Hop€^ 
lardian angel, must soon have revisited his soul; 
le blessed prospect of a speedy re-union to his lost 
e must have risen above his sorrows. And so shall 
li us, when, from the death-beds of pious friends, 
aven seems opened above us, and we almost hear 
I of the receding chariot of fire, we must return as 
gates of paradise to dwell a little longer in the 
«• ''Let patience have her perfect work;*' ere 
time will come. The hour of our departure may 
oner than we imagine, and introduce us to the 
Eternal Love. 

)u, poor soul, that hast no longing for home — thou 
bed soul, that despisest the bbod of the cross, and 
another standard than that of Calvary — thou, too, 
} thy last journey : and whither, 0, whither does it 

23 
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lead ? Thoa hast heard the deyib excUuming, " Lord Jesui^ 
•end US not into the deep," and their cry shall (me day be 
thine own. Now thoa walkest in thine own way, gay and 
thoughtless, and sayest to thyself, ''Peace! peace, wheo 
there is bo peace,*' and, ^ There is no danger," while jet 
the danger is appalling, though thou knowest it not, or wilt 
not consider it. On the clock of etenity thine hour ii 
■track; but no angel descends to bear thee away ; no mu- 
sion of peace is opened for thee; no crown of life is wreathed 
for thy head. Thy name stands not in the book of life. 
Ah, thine angel of death has no peaceful look, no mild sod 
cheering voice. On thy bed of death, no friendly haadi 
bear thee up ; but the ministers of justice nidely seize thee; 
thou fidlest not asleep, but goest thine own way to the 
place of execution. Ha, what mean those starts <^ agony, 
those looks of fixed despair, those chiU drops that bedev 
thy sinking head? Is this godly sorrow, is this repentr 
ance ? Tes ; it is the repentance of Jucba, of Akab, d 
Cain ; it is the remorse of hell without faith ; it is the pres- 
sure of guilt, without movement towards God ; it is a hu- 
ful looking for of judgment, without hope from the Ja4s^i 
a shuddering at eternity, without one recourse to the prayer 
of faith, or one strug^e of the soul to embrace the crucified 
One. Unhappy sinner, who can help thy sad case I We 
preach to thee, thou understandest not ; we point thee to 
the blood of the Lamb, thou wilt not raise thy heavy eyes; 
we name to thee the name of Jesus, thon canst only trem- 
ble. We would pray with thee, but thou givest no offi of 
assent. And oh, should this not be thy state, but shouldst 
thou advance so fiu* into the dark entrance, dull, and bar 
dened, and l^d to all that lies beyond; yet, as thy senses 
fail theO) and tUne eye darkens, and thine ear is shut, and 
the world is all betnnd thee, then another scene will opeOf 
a strange world of gloom, and ghastMuess will rise arovid 
thee, and thou wilt feel thon art aH alone — alone with thy 
sins — alone with thy burdened heart— alone with thy bod' 
ing terrors — alone in the thick dark cloud of death I Alone 
—yet not alone I For thou hearest whijipers that make thy 
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naked spirit quiver ; a spiteful hiflsing and a bitter laughter, 
that tells thy quaking heart into what hands tliou art be- 
trayed and mM for ever. And when thy pulse beats no 
wat% and the last death-rattle is breathed from thy throat, 
and ihj soul leaps forth with one cry of anguish from the 
body, thou then knowest where thou art, for now thou seest 
the ^irita of darkness. Ah, the hideous looks that stare 
m thee all round, hardened by the crimes of long ages ; 
and they only mock and triumph in thy misery! Thy 
pnyen, thy tears, thy adjurations, thy mad reproaches of 
thy aeeursed convoy avail thee not. With fiendish mock- 
ay they tell thee, '* That thy lot is of thine oim choosing ; 
tbaft ihon mightest as readily have fled to the cross as 
Jcaned their banner ; that honour calls thee to play out thy 
paft.** And so they drag thee forth on thy dismal journey 
through a ravaged worid, which no God repairs ; an utter 
vflderoess, still as the grave, and dariL, without sky or soli- 
tary gleam of star ; thy downward way carries thee from 
depth to depth, and the darkness, grows ever denser, the 
lilfloee ever more drear, and broken only by the rush of 
bfcmal wings, or the grating thunder of doon that close on 
thee for ever ; and thy poor soul^s distress is ever sadder 
md ladder, and darker than all the night that wraps thee 
iDimd. Ah, these piercing sounds that break upon thee 
Iflom the far depth, what mean they? They are the weep- 
Ta%f and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, of which on earth 
thou heardest the Saviour speak. And now thou art bo- 
lide them, and seest their ghastly faces ; each more dismal 
than the other, and upon all the same despair and madness ; 
•ad firom every lip, nothing but self-cursing and blasphemy. 
Ah, who shall save them from their undying worm, or put 
•at their unquenchable fires i There is Judas, the traitor, 
towed to and fro like a doud of night, wringing his hands 
•ad crying for annihilation, but crying in vain. There is 
Gkin, the fratricide, grovelling in the deepest abyss; and 
tkon^ he digs downward in search of death, he cannot 
ibd it. There is Nero, the blood-hound of persecution, 
^eh is thy company ; but here no one cares for others ; for 
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all are buried in their own woes, and all hearts are o 
except to the pangs of their own torment. And i 
quailest at the sight, and wouldst turn away, the p 
hell lay hold on thee, and thou feelest a wave of i 
break upon thy soul, to which the direst sufferings o 
would be a respite of peace. It is a mystery of 
unimagined, nameless, unutterable ! and no deliverer 
near ; no more sacrifice for sin ; and for pity, there ii 
mockery ; and for comfort, the hellish taunt, " See i 
that !" Love has fled these dark abodes ; and the i 
too thick, alas, even for a ray of hope. H«re no 
strikes to mark the passing away of an hour of sorrc 
dawn follows the midnight of despair, to give promii 
better day. Here that scene becomes a sad reality ,ik 
dark imagination has pictured with colours so fearfull 
One lost spirit meets another, and asks him, in rue 
Bpair, " What of the clock ?" He answers, " Here 
minutes, no hours, no years, no ages, no time at al 
only one long, awful, never-ending eternity. Here i 
one great clock, that has no dial, no hands, no nui 
only a pendulum that swings on with one dull beat o1 
der. Ever — ^Never. Ever Damnation, Never IU 
tion ! Here the name of a Father, a God, that was ^ 
on all upon earth, in storm as in sunshine, in waste 
fruitful field, and which makes earth, in the retros; 
very paradise, is to be read no more. Shall it be i 
on the chains of darkness that know no breaking, > 
smoke of torment that ascendeth up for ever and < 
In the dread flames that cannot be quenched by fl( 
tears? In the wail of despaur that finds no answe 
God of justice ! in hell there is written on the di 
walls, and the hearts of the prisoners, nothing but th: 
tence, " Our God is a consuming fire.*' Alas ! poc 
that must learn, by eternal trial, the awful depth ( 
word ; with what shout of joy wouldst thou hear, I 
once, in that place, what thou hast so often heard oil 
" Be ye reconciled unto God," and see the curse and 
ing once more put within thy choice. But no. Th( 
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me is thy eternal portion. No God cares for thee more, 
• Sayioar seeks after thee, no day of grace dawns on 
ee ; and escape from these reahns of sin and death is 
urred against thee, not for long ages merely, but for eyer 
id ever! 

Alas! alas! what a picture is this compared with that 
isne which we lately dwelt npon with rapture. Then it 
lined us to leare die blessed abodes of hght, into which 
e followed in thought the triumphant prophet, and return 
i this Tale of tears. But now we could almost break into 
HNits of joy, that the way is still open for our return to 
le earth and the day of grace. Again we hear, instead 
'the yell of demons and the wailings of despair, the voice 
'Grod calling us to repentance. Instead of the devouring 
9f we see the arms of mercy still opened, as wide and 
sdous as ever, to receive us. All, however, has its time 
d its season. *' Work out your own salvation with fear 
d trembling ; for it is Grod that worketh in you both to 
D and to do of his good pleasure. ** Kiss ye the Son, lest 
be angry and ye perish from the way when his wrath is 
idled but a little.** One of two things must close our 
grimage ; an ascent to heaven or a descent to helL There 
no middle state. " Have mercy upon us, Saviour. 
808 thou Lamb of God, have mercy upon us.** Amen. 



VL-THE LEGACY. 

JB faith in a millennium rests not only on the sure word 
prophecy, but also on the disorders of the church in the 
»ent day, and the destitute state of the world. Without 
the issues of redemption would appear incomplete ; the 
idiation of Christ less powerful than the influence of the 
iice of this world. But for thb we would be inconsol- 
\e for the loss of the Pentecostal church, and even the 
»t spiritual heroes of the earlier dispensation would be 
atemplated by us with humiliation and shame. Those 
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therefore are to be blamed who despise the study of pro- 
phecy, who seek not to complete the mutilated figure of 
church history by addiqg to it the proportions and memben 
that lie scattered in the predictions of good things to eoiM^ 
and who shut their ears to the sounds of His approach, wbf 
has promised to *' come quickly.** As for myself, I cob- 
fess, that, if the prospect of a speedy dawn of these blessed 
days had not supported me, I should never have heea so* 
boldened to take you back into that age in which Efijili 
and Elisha lived and acted so gloriously. But as it is, I 
look with calm and unenvying eye upon these bright formi 
of the ancient dispensation, for greater saints and beroei 
are yet to come. 

9 KINGS U. 11-13. 
** He took up also the mantte of ElUah that fell frotn him« and went back, 
and stood by the bank of Jordan; and he took the mantle of El^ah that IbB 
from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where la the Lord God of EiQaht 
And nhen he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither aad tUthflH 
and EUaha went over. . And when the sons of the prophets, whldi wsie M 
rlew at Jericlio, saw him, they said, the spirit of El^ah doth rest on ElUha 
And they came to meet lUm, and bowed themselres to the ground bdbn 
him.* 

We come this day to an interesting act. The will of the 
departed prophet is unsealed ; and Elisha is the heir of IP 
inheritance the like of which the world has seldom sees' 
Let us contemplate the happy man somewhat more cloeely 
in the enjoyment of his heritage, and consider Elishs, !• 
With Elijah's mantle. II. With Elijah's God. III. With 
Elijah's spirit. IV. In Elijah's office. 

I. In the moment when Elijah was taken up in his fiery 
chariot, his mantle, loosened by an invisible hand, fell firon 
his shoulders, and floated down before Elisha. This wtf 
but a trifling circumstance in itself; but, as a symbol, o^ 
too much importance to be overlooked. With his mantle, 
Elijah had cast off for ever the burden and dignity of his 
commission. In the woild above there are no more teachers 
and prophets, for faith is swallowed up in vision. Elishi 
was at no loss to understand the sign. When formerly he 
cast his mantle on Elisha at Abel-meholah, it was no more 



han a prepanUory call to the pnophetie office. N<iir, how- 
Bver, he is called upon to take the place of his great master, 
and to continue his worlu Hie nuuitle came flying towards 
him heavily laden. But, with the grave commission whicli 
it hrought, was united the pleasing encouragement of hav- 
ing received it thus from such a master. This mantle was 
te remembrancer of mi§^ty deeds, like a banner that had 
long waved in fields of victory; and not only so, it was the 
nbe of a bleeeed heir of heaven borne thither on the wings 
cf ehembim. The kindness and love of Grod to sinners 
would now be signified by it to Elisha^s mind : and thus 
would refresh his spirit in his arduous office, and mark him 
out as that gracious messenger of peace, who was to an- 
nounce to the house of Israel, like a rainbow after a storm, 
the good will of God to men. 

It was also a circnmstance of importance for Elisha, that 
the mantle of office he was forthwith to wear, was cast to 
him as it were from the open lieavens. In what light could 
he r^gtfd this, except as an immediate investure and vo- 
cation on the part of the living God. And should not every 
mantle of office carry the same significance ? Should not 
aU preachers, and teachers, and missionaries, and all others 
that labour in the Lord s vineyard, be able to say, with 
Elisha, ** I have received my commission from heaven ; my 
call is of God?** But, in the present day, people commonly 
make the mantle themselves, esteeming it an idle fancy that 
ftught should fall from heaven but rain and snow, and look- 
ipg upon the sacred office of a minister as a profession, like 
tnjT other, into which any one may be put for '* a morsel of 
bread.** The parents decide for their child in his cradle, 
* We shall make a minister of him." The vain young stu- 
lent, espedaUy if he be conscious of possessing some small 
talent, immediately concludes that his sphere is the pulpit. 
Too many of our young men enter the universities and de- 
rote themselves to the study of theology, without the most 
listaut thought of asking counsel of God as to the matter 
3f their choice ; and nowhere is an Elijah to be found to 
take them aside and inquire whether they have any better 
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proof o^ their call than their own good opinion of them- 
Gelves and the counsel of flesh and blood. Hence it is that 
we have now the mournful spectacle of a church before our 
eyes, in which grievous wolves fill the shepherds' office, and 
the inconsistency of the clergy is a common matter of scan- 
dal and hindrance to the gospeL Is it strange, that, in sodi 
circumstances, the common mariner should sometimes seise 
the helm, when the pilot knows not how to govern the ship? 
The denouncers of lay agency would do well to consider 
that they are only opposing what they themselves, however 
much against their will, have called into existence. 

II. After Elisha had taken up the mantle in the name 
of the Lord, he commences his return to Jericho, much ex- 
cited, and yet of good comfort; for not only Elijah's mantle, 
but Elijah's Grod remains with him. This he doubts not; 
but where is the faith which no longer requires no seal. 
'' Shew me a token for good," saith the psalmist; and what 
prayer of his is oftener repeated by the saints than this? 
This prayer was in the heart of Elisha as he approached 
the banks of Jordan. He must pass over — Elijah is no 
longer at his side. And the mantle in itself is nothing. 
Elijah's God must manifest himself. He takes the hairy 
mantle, wraps it up as he had seen his master do, and with 
it he smites the waters of Jordan, invoking the Almighty 
from heaven, and saying, " Where is the Lord Grod o' 
Elijah?" AVhat shall we say, my friends, to this call? I» 
it too bold and confident ? No, it only shows how greatly 
the miracle in the wilderness had strengthened his faith in 
the Most High. Is it a tempting of God ? No I it is a 
holy and blameless reliance on his Providence. Does it 
partake of unbelief? No ! the language is that of doubt; 
but the spirit is that of faith. And if it seem to speak im- 
patience, the importance of the event and the occasion re- 
moves all appearance of this evil. *^ He that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will 
of God." 



i 



EUJAH THE TI8HBITE. 361 

The reason why Elislui ioToked the God of Elijah waa 
diisy that he had received for his inheritance not only the 
nantle, but also the Gh)d of Elijah. Thos Grod was the portion 
of Isaac by inheritance, and afterwards of Jacob. To beliey- 
en, also, of after ages Qcd revealed himself as the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; and thos promised them the 
hiwaringa which he had conferred on these patriarchs, and 
UBored them that he would bear them in his hands with 
the same faithfolness. Hence the Old Testament saints 
Siected all their prayers to the God of their fathers ; and 
foimd, in the original covenant made with Abraham, a deep 
worce of comfort and hope. And to whom do we durect 
oar prayers? Thrice happy are we who have seen God 
nmifest in the flesh, to whom we can pray with a degree of 
confidence which the saints of old could never possess. 
We know that every act of kindness done by our Lord to 
nmers, in the days of his flesh, was designed to be a pat- 
ton of what he will do in all times to those that seek him. 
We then can look with more confidence to God as thus re- 
vealed in the person of his Son; and how does it strengthen 
Mir faith when sin weighs us down, or when poverty and 
ivant oppress us, to be able to say '* Where is the God of 
the penitent malefactor? Where is the God of Martha, and 
Mary, and of Lazarus? Where is the God of Peter and of 
Mary Magdalene ? Where is the Lord who fed thousands 
irith a word?"* Tes, this God is our God for ever and 
Bver. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, 
ind for ever.** 

Surely it is a great and blessed thing that we are pri- 
rileged to call the God of all the heirs of Divine grace, from 
he b^inning, our own Grod. But let me assure you that 
here is a higher privilege still, of which we are all par- 
»kers. In all circumstances we are warranted to exclaim, 
' Where is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?** 
We may look in fiuth for the same display of love and ten- 
ier caie from the Father with which he regarded his only 
9^;otten Son. '^Tlie Father himself,*' says JesUs with 
preat emphasis, " The Father himself loveth you ;** and 
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Btill more expressly, in his intereesiiory prayer, *' Thou katl 
loved ihern €u thou hast loved los.** John xviL 21-23. 
exalted and inconceiyaUy blessed priTilegel ** Such hon- 
our have all his saints." Be rooted and grounded in ihii 
faith, and all spiritual temptations will Yanish, all woridlf 
cares will cease, and yon will, eren in this life, rise as fir 
above the highest attraotioDS of the present evil woi^ ai 
ye are exalted above its highest dignities. 

III. No sooner liad Elijah smitten the waters, than tin 
Divine " Amen" comes forth, and the Gk>d of Elijah mtm- 
fests himself. The flood divides. The stream of the river 
from above is arrested by an invisible barrier, the waves 
rise and tower on high as before, and the prophet walks, 
"inth a firm and sure step, over the dry bed to the other 
side. Who shall describe the altogether new feelings of 
Elisha on this occasion! A deeply humble and contrite 
soul that, in the midst of its depressed and fainting hopes, 
has suddenly received an undeniable answer to prayer, or a 
young minister who, in the midst of his painful doubts of 
his call to the office, has seen, in his first successful casting 
of the gospel net, a Divine ratification of his act, are, pe^ 
liaps, the persons most likely to sympathize with the pro- 
phet's unspeakable joy. He must have experienced some- 
thing of tlie feelings of the Israelites in their march through 
the depths of the Red Sea ; and it might be said of hH 
"that he was baptized into the river, as they into the sea*** 
Filled with the consciousness of God*s presence, all his re- 
maining doubts and scruples must have vanished away, » 
the mists of the rooming before the sun. The blessing of 
his office was now divinely secured to him ; the first-fruits 
were already reaped, and in this he had a pledge of the fuO 
Iiarvest that lay in the far distance to reward tho labours of 
hi« prophetic life. 

Upon his arrival on the other side of Jordan, the sons of 
the prophets, who had witnessed the miracle fVom their 
place of observation, come forth to meet him. lliere was 
a Divine wisdom in calling them forth to make them specta- 
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ton of tlie scene, that they might learn from it tlie Divine 
commission of Elisha, and reverence in liim the successor 
of ESijah. And well did they understand the Divine token. 
^They said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha : and 
they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground 
before him.** As if they had said, '' There is here another 
Elijah sent as of Grod.** Not that they forgot the difference 
of character which distinguished the two prophets, or in- 
tended more than what is expressed of the apostle, " Tliere 
are diversities of gifts ; but the one Spirit.** And hero I 
MODOt but remark, that those persons mistake the matter 
grievously who look upon Elisha as a mere copy of Elijah, 
and his history as a mere echo of that of his illustrious 
IRcdecessor. There is no such barretmess of idea in the 
works of God ; no such repetition without difference in the 
plan of his moral creation. The works of his grace are 
always original ; always peculiar and individualized forms. 
Though the stars are the same class and magnitude, though 
^ spirit of a Moses rests on Elijah, of an Elijah upon an 
Elisha, of a Paul upon a Luther, and of a John upon a 
MelanctliGn ; yet these luminaries shine with a lustre all 
their own, and utter praise not only to the inexhaustible 
mmd, but also to the manifold wisdom of the Gbdhead. 
Among all the saints, whose images are treasured up in the 
Scripture gallery, I know none who is a mere copy and re- 
petition of another ; but can find something marked and 
distinctive in all. 

The reverence which the prophets showed for Elisha, was 
piud not so much to the man himself, as the Spirit that 
rested on him. They thus not only knew the Divine endow- 
ment, but they regarded it with veneration and affection. 
This was a beautiful feature in character : " for the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit.** And so we 
may regard it in our own case, if our heart beats high in the 
presence, or at the remembrance, of illustrious men of God; 
Mid we feel ourselves ennobled and animated in such an 
exercise. Many of you may know the anecdote which is 
recorded of one of the greatest painters of modern times: 
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Standing, when a mere boy, before a painting of Raphael^ 
at Rome, he gazed a long while, rapt in silent tranaport— 
and at last, as if he had found some great treasure, with 
joy suddenly beaming on his countenance, suddenly broke 
out with the words, "I too, am a painter P He then left the 
picture gallery, went home, mixed his colours, and immedi* 
ately b^gan to produce works not unlike that which had 
excited his enthusiasm and called forth his hidden powers. 
In like manner, it may be r^arded as a happy sign of our- 
selves, if the spiritual image of an Abraham, an Elijah, or a 
Paul, transport us with such an enthusiasm, and we exclaim, 
^'0 that my heart was fashioned like theirs.** And if, 
in such moments, the thought should rise, "I also, am a 
child of God,** and we feel within us something of their 
spirit, it is not at all our duty to reject such a thought. 
For he wlio can understand and appreciate such men, and 
embrace them with peculiar affection for the sake of the 
Spirit of Christ which is in them, has thereby a tolerably 
certain mark, that he has at least somewhat of the mind in 
himself which was in them, — since like can only under- 
stand and love its like. Hence the Lord says, " He that 
receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet,** that is, b 
the cliaracter of a prophet, or because he is a prophet, 
" shall receive a prophet's reward ;** for, by this reception, 
he shews himself to be like-minded with him he receives. 

IV. Elisha, with the spirit of his great predecessor, in- 
herits also liis office and his flock. Elijah had not com- 
menced his prophetic career under such favourable circum- 
Rtances. He liad entered on a waste moral wilderness; 
whereas his successor finds a fallow ground already broken 
up ; nay, here and there a blooming plantation, in whose 
fresh and vigorous shoots there lay a thousand hopes for 
the future good of Israel. 

A minister of the gospel of Christ ought to count it no 
small advantage, if he find, in the church to which he is in- 
troduced, a little flock of believing souls, waiting to receive 
him. However small their number, he discerns in them, as 
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H were, a centre of eryBtalliation, around which otlien nmy 
be formed, a golden thread on which other pearls may be 
itnmg, a living image of what his descriptions of Christian 
diameter set forth, and, for himself, a living focus in which 
in the rays of his own spiritnal lif^ are collected and sent 
back upon his own soul. The nightingale sings best when 
there is a constant echo. Tlie merchandise of wisdom, 
irldeh is better than that of silver, is carried on all the more 
Imppily, that the bark of the word which is freighted with 
it, retnnis to the preacher laden with the best spiritual ex- 
periences of his people. 

The ministers of this happy valley can each congratulate 

themselves that they have enjoyed the same great privilege 

u Elisha. We found the good seed of the word plentifully 

KBttered among you ; and therein lay your strength, and 

not in earthly property and endowments. A church that 

18 rich in the word of CU>d is rich indeed. It has then the 

keys of the invisible worid, the weapons against death and 

hen, the universal remedy for every evil, the wondrous staff 

that can divide every river, the tree whose leaves are for 

the healing of the nations, and the lamp that lights the way 

through time into eternity. And even should this precious 

treasure lie like unemployed capital, still the church that 

has the word hasmuch cause for thankfulness. It lies still 

within the territory of hope, like a field into whose furrows 

the seed has been cast, and which lies for a while rough and 

bare* The husbandman regards it with a hopeful eye, for 

it needs only the gentle showers of spring to clothe it with 

the fairest and richest promise. 

But the churches in our valley are more than such fields. 
In many places the word has sprung up and multiplied it- 
self in many a mature growth of Christian attainment. Tlie 
Lord knows it, and therefore he is as a wall of fire round about 
us ; the chief Shepherd knows it, and therefore he blesses 
us with a host of zealous evangelists; the holy angels know 
it, and therefore they guard our dwellings so wakefully and 
true ; Satan, with his infernal array, knows it, and therefore 
^he regards us with such spite, and pours out against us all 
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manner of reproaches and blasphemies; our bretliren, too^ 
from a distance, know it, and therefore when they visit us, 
they leave us with the feeling of haying been refreshed, ai 
with living waters. If we look around us in our choidi 
meetings, how many a brother and sister^s face beams on w 
there 1 If we walk through our streets, where is there 000 
in which we could not somewhere or other find the tabema- 
nade of God with men ? Tes, there are quarters of the ' 
town in which house after house is a tent for the Qod oi 
Jacob. And oh, how many a lily of our valley blooms la 
modest retirement, known only to the heavenly guardian, 
who refreshes it with dew, or perhaps to one or more <^ as, 
who have discovered it by accident I How many a sancti* 
fied soul walks in the midst of us, unperceived and without 
talk or boasting; while few know the rich treasures of grace 
Ihat it carries within, or the ardent love with which it ii 
attached to the Saviour. Yea, were all who fear the Lord 
among us, to come together into one place, I believe we 
should be astonished at their numbers, and praise the Lord 
for his distinguished grace to us as a portion of his church. 
True, they are of all manner of forms and complexions, hut 
all baptized with one baptism, all inspired with one spirit, 
all bound up in one bundle of life with Christ Jesus. Bless- 
ed inheritance which our never-to-be-forgotten predeces- 
sors have left us I We bless their ashes; and offer oar 
sacrifices of thanksgiving to Him to whom all praise is due, 
over their graves of rest. 

But to return to Elisha, whom we left in the way to 
Jericho. He walks along in the company of the sons of 
the prophets, in pensive silence. He is bowed down with 
the weight of blessing, which has been laid upon him, and 
his heart longs for rest from the mingling and deep emotions 
which mark tliis, the greatest day of his life. Elijah's 
legacy may remind us of that better legacy which Christ 
has bequeathed to all his faithful disciples. The mantle 
which he has left behind is the robe of his righteousness, a 
festal robe indeed ! ^* The skies," saith the prophet, " rain 
down righteousness." Yes, this garment of salvation is all 
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we can desire. It ia armour in the day of battle, a priestly 
robe for our entrance to the holiest of all, a wedding-gar- 
ment for admission to the feast above. It is interwoven 
with the inward holinees of our souls, so that we can appear 
is the presence of our God, all glorious without and within. 
The God whom we serve is a shepherd " who carries the 
Imbe in his boaoniy** who deems not the angels too high for 
oar ministerii^ servants, and who embraces his own glory and 
ov ha{)pines8 in one purpose of eternal love. The Spirit 
which he imparts to us may not indeed divide the waters, 
bit quells in as the troubled conscience ; he may not dis- 
Glose to us the events of the future, but He "witnesses with 
our spirits that we are the childrm of God." If he does 
not teach us to call down fire from heaven, he teaches us to 
ay " Abba, Father ;" and if he does not make us workers 
of miracles, he makes us temples of the living God. The 
flioe of ministers of the Spirit far surpasses in glory that of 
the prophets of the Old Testament. Our ministry is that 
«f reconciliation, which calls US those who have been sin- 
Btti, " Ye are complete in him ;** to transgressors, " There 
is now no condemnation to those that are in Christ Jesus ;** 
sod, to braised reeds, " The Lord will not break you." Wo 
•le not only Christ's ministers, but we are in Christie stead. 
We are sent by him even as he was sent by the Father. 
We act in the name of the Son of God, and carry not only 
the standard, Imt the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

lieloved, my brethren m the Lord, thus have we been 
reaiembered in the blood-besprinkled testament of Him who 
Imng upon the cross! What a glorious legacy, what an 
noomparable bequest I Let us rejoice in this richness of 
iifine grace, and join with triumph in the song of David, 
* The lot is fallen to me in pleasant places, yea I have u 
p)odly heritage." Amen. 
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VII.-THE GBOFTH IN GRiCE. 

Much of the future vigour and health of a new-bon 
infimt depends upon the hands mto which it first comei; 
and as its natural malformations may then be most easfly 
corrected by judicious attention, so its natural good propor- 
tions may then be most seriously injured by mismanage* 
ment. This is true also of new-bora babes in the spiritual 
sense. It is a momentous consideration, therefore, to wbm 
care their souls are first entrusted. How many are weak 
and sickly all their days in consequence of the enoia of 
their first Christian training ; and how often do we see id 
the church, as in the world, those who are lame throogii 
unskilful rearing! 

There is a religious party existing in the midst of Ui 
which, because it does not, and cannot, receive the doctrine 
of sin and of atonement, in the apostolic sense, has ndther 
part nor lot in the blessed privilege of serving the Lord ia 
bringing in the Tost sheep into his fold. No icy heart melti 
under their teaching; no resurrection among the dry bones 
follows their prophesying ; yet in this party there prevails 
the most ardent zeal to extend and increase itself, which 
it can only do by dropping, like the cuckoo, its eggs into 
the nests built by others. The work of awakening and 
conversion it leaves to others. It does not commence its 
labours among the dry bones, but only where the moTe- 
ment of life has already spread. It has none of the noble 
ambition of the apostle, who disdained to build on another 
man*s foundation, Rom. xv. 20. Under its pervertiog 
influence many a healthy birth has been sadly crippled, 
and many a tender and hopeful plant of grace stunted or 
withered away. I shall take occasion to present you in the 
following meditations with a description of the true form 
and natural working of a healthy Christianity. 

2 Kings iL 16-18. 

** And they said unto hini, Behold now, there be with thy serrants fifty 
strong inen; let then: go, ye pr<<y thee, and seek thy master: lest rienulreo- 
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tare the Spirit of the Ixnrd hath taken hfan up, and east him upon Mnne moon- 
uln^ or Into Mme Talloj. And he lald, Ye shall not send. And when they 
wged him tin he was ashamed, he said, Send. Thej sent therefore fifty men; 
lad tiMj soni^t fliree days, but foond him not And when they came again 
to him, Obr he tarried at JerlclMs) lie said onto them, Did I not say unto 
ysa, G«notr** 

Let hb, I. Consider the historical hct itself^ which is 
here recorded; and, II. Apply it to the regenerate soul's 
growth in grace* 

I. Elisha, carrying the image of the opened heaven in his 
heart, and breathing the air of that glorioos world on the 
eoiifines of which he had been treading, descended like a 
measenger from heayen among the sons of the prophets on 
Ae other ade of Jordan. His face shone with the glory 
which he had witnessed; his heart was lost in adoration of 
d» wondrous love of GU)d which had been vouchsafed to his 
Dister ; yet, though he was the herald of a more gracious 
^yensation, and endowed with a double portion of Elijah's 
qjrity the sons of the prophets did not at once recognize 
tibe full extent of his dignity, however sincere might be their 
lore and respect for him. They could not all at once regard 
thdr departed master as replaced by Elisha; much less 
eould they be persuaded, that, in the husbandman of Abel- 
meholah, a higher Elijah was presented to them by tbo 
Lord. It needs no great knowledge of the human heart to 
account for this. The dazzling powers of Elijah naturally 
impressed the senses more strongly than the less impos- 
ing appearance of the unassuming, brotherly Elisha. The 
lofty reserve of the Tishbite corresponded more to their 
natural impressions of greatness, than the condescending 
fiuniliarity of his humble successor. Elijah appeared rather 
fts a display of the glory to which man may be raised by 
Divine endowment; whereas Elisha's whole life was an 
exaltation of the grace of God in human weakness. Hence 
we need not wonder that the sons of the prophets did not, 
St once, fully appreciate the substitute whom God had 
given them for his departed nunister. 
From exactly the same causes, the disciples of John 

•24 
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were slow to perceive that Jesus was greater than the Bap- 
tist, who, with his mantle of cameFs hair, his leathern girdle, 
and austere diet, seemed to carry more of the amhassador 
of heaven in his look than the gentle and afiable Friend of 
publicans and sinners. And besides the magnifying influ- 
ence of this mere singularity of life, there was something in 
the doctrine of the Baptist which suited those minds which 
were not free from legalism, and which welcomed his form 
of piety as the best suited to their necessities. The Bap- 
tist himself would appear to such persons as a sort of per- 
fect man, complete in himself, and entirely abstracted from 
the fashion of the world ; and the good works which he 
enjoined would bulk before their minds as a definite and 
tangible sum-total. But Jesus, on the contrary, not only 
appearing in the greatest simplicity, and adhering to the 
ordinary forms of life, but describing his kingdom as oonung 
not with observation, and insisting on the secret homage of 
the heart ; promising, moreover, nothing of human glory to 
his disciples, and enjoining, as cardinal virtues, poorness of 
spirit and mourning for sin, — ^ran most directly counter to 
the whole bent of a self-righteous and worldly temper, and 
caused the Baptist all the difficulty in pointing his disciples 
frofn himself to that greater than he, whose shoe^s ktchethe 
" was not worthy to unloose." 

That the hearts of these sons of the prophets were still 
with their departed master, is evident from the urgent re- 
quest they make to their new teacher, immediately on 
reachuig Jericho, " Behold," said they unto him, perhaps 
not without tears, " there be with thy servants fifty strong 
men, let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master; lest 
peradventure the Spirit of the I-iord have taken him np, 
and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley." 
These words have in them something mysterious. What 
did the excellent men mean? Was it really to seek their 
master ? and if it was, did they not know by divine revela- 
tion that he was that day to be taken from their head? 
Certainly they knew this ; but they were still in doubt as 
to the manner of his removal This lies on the surface of the 
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luunative. We most conceive, therefore, that they thouglit 
either that Elijah had heen conveyed into some lonely place 
b order to be afterwards taken up by God, or that he was 
already received into heaven, bat only in so far as regarded 
Us soul, his lifeless body being still exposed in the wilder- 
ness. Perhaps the case of the death of Moses came vividly 
before their minds, who, in the same region, on mount Pis- 
9^1, and within sight of the promised land, was taken up in 
t mysterious, distinguished, and blessed manner, while his 
body remained on earth and was secretly buried by the 
Lofd. But whatever were their thoughts, their conduct 
ns evidently marked by that ardent love, which we have 
tO seen by the death-bed of some beloved friend, long 
doubting the possibility of the fatal separation, and when 
it becomes at last too pUun, still clinging with convulsive 
gnsp to the lifeless clay. And this too is manifest from 
the words of their excited and incoherent request, that they 
iceounted the loss of their master as irreparable, and with 
an the high esteem they cherished for his successor, were 
hr from believing that the mighty breach could be filled 
nphy him. 

It would have been easy for Elisha, who could hardly be 
ignorant of wliat was passing in their minds, to have taught 
tiiem a different lesson. " I come to you," he might have 
said, " with a message such as you never heard from the 
fipa of Elijah. I have things to utter of the love of God to 
man, such as have been before unheard of, such as were 
revealed to none of the fathers, and such as will fill you 
with adoring wonder." But Elisha was, as far as possible, 
removed from any temptation to assert his own dignity. 
He was vastly above the little sensibilities of those tempers 
to which the slightest appearance of disparagement is as the 
sting of a scorpion. With heartfelt joy he, doubtless, wit- 
nessed the love and reverence with which the sons of the 
prophets adhered to their departed father ; and was not vain 
enough, for the sake of miuntaining his own place in their 
esteem, to set aside the advice of wisdom, which taught 
him to say nothing for the present as to what he had wit' 
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aessed beyond Jordan, and to wait a more convenient season 
for his strange and delightful aniiouncement. 

What the particular reasons were which induced Elktba 
to say nothing of the miraculous translation of Elgah, we 
cannot distinctly explain. There can be no doubt that be 
was influenced by the best and wisest motives. A pru- 
dent steward of the mysteries of God must take into account 
the wants and capacities of those with whom he deals, and 
either dispense or reserve his stores according to time sod 
place. And the time and place for his wonderful disclosure, 
Elisha saw to be not yet come. Hence the increasiog 
urgency of their request, to be allowed to send out the 
fifty brethren on their mission of search, could not mdnce 
him to disclose his secret. They urged him, we are told, 
** till he was ashamed ;** that is to say, till he was embar- 
rassed and knew not what to say. Still he would rather 
yield to their ill-adviised suggestion, and let them take their 
own course, than discover the mystery before the season. 
It could at any rate do them no harm to be convinced tliat 
neither their master nor his mortal remains were to be found 
any longer upon earth. This would only prepare them all 
the better for receiving the account of his ascension in the 
body; so away they went and commenced the desired search. 
Three long days are spent in exploring the solitary wilds of 
the desert. No doubt, in many a silent vale, and bosky 
forest, their hopes rose high of finding their living master, 
or at least of coming upon his sacred remains ; and who 
could say in what weeds of death, or guarded by what 
strange watch I But all is in vain. Disappointment foUows 
hard on disappointment ; and on the third day, at even, 
they return fatigued and depressed to Jericho; and the 
only reward of their hard journey is the mild but salutary 
reproof of their master, *' Did I not say unto you. Go not.** 

Sometimes it is found unavoidably necessary to comply 
with the wislies of beloved but foolish children, that they 
may learn a lesson of dear bought experience. And so it i> 
with those who *' are but children in understanding," in 
regard to spiritual things. They refuse, perhaps, to believe 
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our testimony, that there is a righteouBness brought near 
them, even the righteoasness of Christ, which they need 
only to embrace and be saVed, and choose rather lo seek 
fnstification before God, from some fiincied righteousness 
irhieh is to be wrought out of the tissue of their own good 
Btentions and life-long endeavours. We may repeat, and 
irore, and uige the doctrine over and over, till at last 
lodiing is left but to say, '' Well, be it so. Walk in the 
igbt of your fire, and of the sparks that ye have kindled.** 
rhey may thus torment themselves for a while with the 
troggie to keep that law which only worketh wrath, and 
sam, by experience, that the course they have chosen can 
mly end in bankruptcy and ruin. They may thus be led 
turn back and appear before us with trembling conscience, 
o be welcomed with the prophet*s question, " Did we not 
ay unto you. Go not.*' And thus their failure and disaster 
wcomes their greatest fortune. For Christ will then be 
nredous to their souls, and his gospel will prove to them« 
iccording to its name, good tidings. 

II. It is evident from the narrative before us, that Elisha 
iid not consider the sons of the prophets, as yet, sufficiently 
prepared for the glorious message he had to deliver. Chil- 
dren of God as they were, and partakers of heavenly grace, 
they still seemed to the eye of their master, not only to 
idmit of, but strongly to need farther instruction and 
ftdvancement in the things of God. I shall take occasion 
from this incident, to say a few words on a subject, in regard 
to which the great majority of Christians have either inac- 
curate or defective ideas, and which I have long desired to 
explain to you somewhat more closely than I have hitherto 
found an opportunity of doing. This subject is, the " Growth 
qfthe children of God in grace, andin the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?^ This is the scriptural 
name for a healthy state of spiritual life ; and, in this ge- 
neral light, I shall discuss this all -important topic in its 
scriptural principles and evidence. 
I know no passage of scripture which presents a finer 
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and juster description of the Christian's spiritual life, tha' 
the words of the great apostle. (Phil. iii. 12-1 4.) " Not 
though I had alrei^y attained, either were already perfect -^ 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for whicW 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I counts 
not myself to have apprehended : but this one thing I do,, 
foTgettS^ the things that are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mariL, 
for the prize of the high calling of Gk>d in Christ Jesus.** 
Tes, my brethren; here is a belieyer in sound spiritual 
health. Every one that is in the like state will say with 
the apostle, ^^ of ally " Not as though I had already attain- 
ed ;" then he will with the apostle follow after the same 
end ; and, once more^ he will never forget that this is the 
end for which he has been apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
It may be well to pursue a little the consideration of these 
characteristic marks of genuine Christian life. 

Wherever there is life, my friends, sound and natural life, 
there is progress and development. A plant which puts 
forth no shoots, and makes no growth, is dead or sickly. 
Even a tree which has reached the measure of its height 
and breadth, renews and varies its outward appearance ; 
and as it is in the kingdom of nature, so also is it in the 
kingdom of grace. Every plant of the Lord*8 planting 
must be constantiy in a state of change, and ought to be in 
one of development. ''Be ye, therefore, renewed in the 
spirit of your minds," is the daily call of Scripture, and in 
some measure it is complied with in all; for they can say, 
'^ Though our outward man perish, our inward man is renew- 
ed day by day." 

*'Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect." listen to these words, my brethren; 
whose are they ? One would think they came from one 
who was a novice in the spiritual life, one not yet assured 
of his standing in grace, or even one who had not yet passed 
through the strait gate. But no, brethren. These are the 
words of one who had attained a height of perfection, such 
. as, probably* none amongst us has reached. This is the 
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G«me apostle that could say, *' I live ; yet not I, but Christ 
llveth in me;*' the same spiritual hero who could say, " Who 
Rliall separate me from the love of Christ ?" and who, with- 
out breach of modesty or truth, could say, " Brethren, be 
followers together of me, and mark them which walk, so as 
^e have us for an example." And yet this saint, the bright- 
^tst star in Christ's hand in the early church, here fretly and 
openly confesses that he has not yet attained. No, he adds, 
*' I am not already perfect," and even repeats it with greater 
emphasis again, " Brethren, I count not myself to have 
Ckpprehended." True, be is not speaking here of what he is 
in Christ before God. When he speaks of justification, his 
language is very different. For then he says, " It is God 
that justifieth ; who is he that condemneth ?" '* We have 
lielieYed on Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the 
faith of Christ." ** By his one offering he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified." He speaks, however, in the 
place before us, of the inward state of his heart. It is 
in r^ard to his sanctification, as judged of by the Holy 
One, that he makes the humbling confession, " I have Hot 
attidned." 

Be not offended, dear bretlu-en, if I say, that there is 
some danger among us, if not of resting satisfied With the 
perfection of our righteousness in Christ, without seeking 
personal holiness at all ; at least, of resting too soon from 
that blessed course. How many among us appear to sup- 
pose that they " have already attained." Take as an in- 
stance, spiritual knowledge. There are many among you 
who are well acquainted with the great doctrines of salva- 
tion, and know the most important proof-texts of Scripture 
for them, and have their memories stored besides, with many 
promises of the Bible, and pious psalms and sayings of godly 
men. We converse with such persons, and are glad to see 
them thus furnished. But a year afterwards, we converse 
with them again, and they remain just as before. Two 
years elapse ere we come in contact with them once more, 
and still not the slightest improvement is to be seen. At 
length the sight of them reminds us rather of a piece of 
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wood' work, carved like a tree, than of a fresh and living 
production of nature ; for there are neither new branches nor 
foliage to be seen. We find always the same recuiriiig 
modes of speech — the same views on all points, great mi 
small — the same narrow circle of conception and language; 
but no extension of the spiritual horizon — no increase of 
the treasure of the evangelical sentiments — ^no approach to 
any of the depths of Scripture doctrine. But you ssy, 
*^ What need we know more than we already know?** Ah, 
there it is! You have finished your course in knowledge, 
and in this respect, as you suppose, you have attained, and 
are already perfect. But this is an indication of spiritoal 
disease and feebleness. For were your souls in heidth and 
prospering, you would say with the apostle, " Not as though 
£ had already attuned;^ you would feel the imperfection of 
your knowledge; you would believe that thousands of 
precious things yet lay hid in the Scriptures ; you wonld 
search the sacred field with growing interest ; you would 
continually find new glories in the Testament of your Medi- 
ator ; and when friends conversed with you from time to 
time, you would always be found exclaiming, *' Oh, what 
precious things I have discovered afresh in my Bible ! What 
a delightful light have I found thrown on this and that sub- 
ject I what new promises have I met with ! and what ravisb- 
ing views of the glory and excellency of the offices of my 
Redeemer!'* And so we should feel respecting you, as if 
we had come upon ia tree clothed with the fresh green of 
spring, and we should say, *' Yes, this man is growing in 
grace; how much better does he now understand the Bible; 
how much deeper has he penetrated into the mysteries of 
the gospel; how much more enlightened and great are his 
views on all subjects than they once were 1** And so it is, 
my friends, the more you advance in this wholesome pro- 
gress, the richer will the Bible become in your eyes, the 
more strongly will you feel that its treasures may be explor- 
ed for ages and not exhausted, the more decisively will you 
Bay with Paul. " Not as though I had attained 1" and so 
much the more zealously and hopefully will you prosecute 
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roar researches in this repository of the " manifold wisdom 
>fGod." 

But worse still than this delasiye idea of perfection in 
nowledge, is that stagnation of spiritnal life which leads 
Bcn Bot infrequently to say, ** My sins are forgiven me ; on 
nch and such a day I receiTod the assurance of it ; and the 
^ and calhng of Gk>d are without repentance.** Hence- 
M the person leads what is called a Christian life, goes 
inough his daily service of devotions, and " has attained, 
nd is already perfect.** But yon ask, '^ Is not assurance of 
shration a mark of spiritual perfection? Far from it, my 
friends. Was not the apostle Paul fully assured of his for- 
jhroiess and election? And yet he says, '* Not as though 
[ liad already attained.*' Let us never forget that spiritual 
ife, of its very nature, involves spiritual progress. The child 
tf heaven, the new creature, cannot be always detained in 
^ swaddling-bands of infancy ; it endeavours afker the sta- 
tve of a man, " after the measure of the stature of the fnl- 
leis of Christ.** The spiritual creature is constantly rising 
B(o blister forms, under the forming influence of that Spirit 
viuch brooded in the darkness of irregeneracy and called 
brth the first elements of light and order. The blossom of 
arly love to Christ unfolds itself into the full flower of 
}hiistian devotednees. Faith gains its majority and moves 
rith new freedom and enjoyment amidst its glorious inherit- 
nce of privileges. Assurance lays a firmer hold on the 
rords of promise ; and the '* fear which hath torment'* yields 
> boldness in entering '^ into the holiest of all.** The life 
f the soul becomes from day to day a conscious abiding in 
!hrist as its proper element, and a doing all things in his 
une and by the strength of his Spirit. While the dead 
stter of the law, with all its narrow scruples and perplex- 
ies, loses its power to harass, the great spirit of the law is 
egotten in the conscience and in the heart; and from day 
» day there rises a new and glad train of evangelical virtues 
om a region which was formerly the seat of constraint, 
read, irresolution, and spiritual lethargy. 

We remarked that a genuine Christian in a growing state 
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<* follows after, if that he may apprehend that for which also 
he is apprehended of Christ Jesus." And what is this aim? 
Hear the apostle himself explain it. ''That 1 may win 
Christ and be fomid in him ; not having mine own righteooa* 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through die 
faith of Christ, even the righteousness which is of God bf 
faith.*' But you say, " How could tlus be the end of lua 
striving and reaching forth to that which was before ? Did 
he not possess this righteousness at the b^inning of hii 
Christian course ?" This surprise of yours betrays a want 
of harmony between you and the apostle. For know, that 
the righteousness of faith, with the embracing of which t 
Christian life begins, must continue to the end the object of \ 
a constant effort on the part of the believer to realize and 
enjoy it. In this he must be constantly found ; in this he 
must lose the fears of guilt and the sense of weakness, so 
that the consciousness of his own sinfulness, as a source of 
terror and of hindrance in the divine life, may be more than 
swallowed up in the conviction that he is " complete in Je- 
sus." And how great are the obstacles to our continuance 
in this state of faith ! Our natural self-righteousness con- 
stantly tends to rise up against this dependence on the 
merits of another, and to bring us once more into the old 
and beaten track of the covenant of works. Our innate 
legalism of temper seeks to disown all enjoyment of the 
glorious freeness of Christ^s righteousness, till we have 
reached a certain height of sanctification. The prejudices 
of wrong education, and false systems of morals and divinity, 
greatly increase these difficulties. And even the Christian 
may now and then find himself in the state of the apostles, 
"when they could not believe for joy;" and may be tempted 
by the thought, that to exercise this absolute confidence in 
Christ is something which savours of presumption, and is 
destructive of his own personal holiness. O how much 
is there which must be slain with the sword of the Spirit, 
wliich is the word of God, ere we can embrace Christ in the 
whole of tliat glorious fulness, hi which "he is made of God 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
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^emption P' Bat, as yte mnst all have found that it is in 
ie living and abiding consciousness of vhat we are and 
ire in Christ Jesus, and in this alone, that we not only 
ire peace and joy, but also strength for warfare, and the 
WIS of that victory which overcometh the world; nay, 
IT whole capacity of perfecting holiness in the fear of the 
Old ; so it is our bounden duty to direct our efforts, first 
' ill, to the great work of filling our whole hearts with 
lb blessed conviction of the unspeakable sufficiency of 
biist. And hence we must condemn, as an anti-evangelical 
Tor, the view of many who seem to think that the aim of 
Christian life is altered after the forgiveness of the be- 
Sfer, and that his great object is, thenceforth, the attain- 
eat of a so-called righteousness of heart and life. Our 
ne must still be fixed on the righteousness of the Mediator 
I our great source of comfort and holy motive. This is 
i only the shortest way, but the only way in which we 
IB escape from the dominion of sin, and have our hearts 
cd with a holy and unwearied zeal for the glory of our 
od and Father in Jesus Christ. 

Thus it is that the Christian who, like the apostle, is 
piehended, ''follows after, if that he may apprehend that 
r which also he is apprehended of Christ Jesus.'* And 
' what way does he pursue this glorious object ? Here 
ain the apostle may serve as our instructor, ''I forget the 
Digs that are behind, and I reach forth to those that are 
fore.** Now these things which were behind, were the 
lole of his privileges by nature and education, and the 
lole of his once boasted righteousness of the law. These 
ngs he had long since learned to count loss for Christ ; 
had nailed the image of his former self to the cross; and 
It away his specious advantages as dross and offscouring 
t of his sight. But he still fears the insinuating influence 
a legal temper, and carefully keeps guard against its 
)tle movements. He is not afraid of the view of his misery 
nature, for he knows that, where sin abounded, grace 
th much more abounded. He dreads rather the dreams 
1 £uicies of self- righteousness i and is resolved to have, 
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to all eternity, no other ground of hope than the perfeetuo 
of the Saviour^s righteousuesa. 

And yet, he is not willing either to abide always amiii 
distressing images of his own sinfolness. He knows thit 
there is a fairer object than these filthy rags — ^the g^orioM 
finished work of the Redeemer. He knows that to keep 
always .in the view of our own guilt and misery, and of no* 
thing else, is the way to enfeeble and dispirit the ndnd, 
while it gives strength and elevation to the soul to rejoiee 
in the Lord, and in his salvation. But the apostle f((»geti 
more of the things that are behind, than the wants and pri- 
vileges of his unconverted state. He casts also into the 
back-ground all the struggles and joys of his Christian life, 
in order that the view of these might not impair his eole 
reliance upon Christ. How different is it with many 
amongst us, who live only in the past, and talk only of its 
happier scenes, and count the period immediately afUr 
their conversion the golden age of their spiritual life ; and 
are thus like old men, who, because they know that the 
fairest period of their life lies behind them, and nothing 
remarkable awaits them in the future, can only now and 
then be warmed into animation, when some livdy remem- 
brance of the past darts a sunny ray into their wintry sooii. 
how unlike the holy apostle ! His £urest days are not 
behind him, but before him. There are sunnier heights of 
faith yet to scale — ^there is a sun of glory which has yet 
glimmered only through a curtain — an ocean of bliss which 
has hitherto only disclosed its shallow margin — a light of 
holiness around the throne, which shines as yet only with 
faint reflection on the wings of hope. 

Such my friends, was the experience of the great apostle, 
and it must be yours ; otherwise you are weak and sicklyt 
and void of spiritual strength. May He who is the great 
Physician graciously regard us, and forgive all our iniqai* 
ties, and heal all our diseases. May He remove every 
obstacle to our growth in grace out of the way, redeeming 
our souls from all bondage of error and infirmity of feith, 
making us more and more like trees planted, not in the 
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Xxuren waste of legalism, but by the living streams of his 
gospel, and yisiting us with the vital breath of his Spirit, 
that we may grow up as " trees of righteousness, the plaui- 
log of the Lord, that he may be glorified/* 



Vin.-THE LKTTEB OF DOOM. 

An awful shipwreck is this day to be witnessed by ns. A 
royal bark of fair promise sinks in the devouring deep, 
.itnick by the lightning of an avenging heaven. On all 
ndes we may see the floating fragments, telling the moum- 
fbl tale, and bearing the words written on them, " Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols." 

S CHBONICLESnl. 13-15. 

** And there ceme a writUig to him from El^ah the prophet, saying, Thus 
Hifh the Lord God of David thy ikther, Beeanae thou hast not walked in the 
Viyt of Jehoehaphat thy fiither, nor in the way of Asa, king of Jndah, but 
faat walked In the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made Jodah and the 
tahaUtants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house 
of Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of thy Other's house, which were 
better than thyself: fiehold, with a great plague will the Lord smite thy 
people, and thy ehlldren, and thy wives, and all thy f^ds: And thou shalt 
ktve great al^neas by disease of thy bowels, until thy bowels fiUl out by 
ittsoD of the sickness day by day.'* 

This awful passage rises before ns like a spirit from 
another world, pale and motionless, and prophetic of dire- 
ful evil. Let us contemplate for a little Uiis memorable 
incident; and consider, I. The author of the letter. II. 
The contents of the letter. 

I. Elijah rests from his labours. At the time of hio depar- 
ture the throne of Israel was occupied by King Joram, the 
son of Ahab, and brother of Ahaziah. The kingdom of 
Jndah was in the hands of Jehoshaphat, whose reign lasted 
for eight years after the prophet^s death. But now he also 
is gathered to his fathers, and his eldest son Joram, who 
was of the same name with the king of Israel, and so ill- 
Advised as to marry a daughter of Ahab, has ascended his 



382 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 

father^s throne. One day this Joram, or Jehoram, received 
a letter which bore upon it that it came from Elijah the 
Tishbite. Its singular origin and alarming contents invest 
this letter with peculiar interest. 

When was the mysterious letter written, and in what way 
did it reach its destination? This is a question which we 
cannot very decidedly {inswer. But we may suppose that 
it was by the prophet before his translation, in the foresight 
of Jehoram^s accession and wicked reign, and deposited 
with the sons of the prophets or Elisha, to be forwarded in 
due time. This might appear a more powerful means of 
impression than if the same commission had been given at 
that time to the successor of Elijah, and might be designed 
to put honour on the departed prophet after his removal, 
and to revive and strengthen his reforming influence in the 
land. If this view appears too little in harmony with the 
grandeur of Elijah^s character, and the supernatural aspect 
of his whole ministry, it requires no greater effort of faith 
to believe in the mysterious transmission of a writing from 
the glorified prophet in heaven than in the descent of a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire to bear him at first to that 
blessed place. We cannot set limits to the active powers 
and exercises of the just made perfect ; and it will probably 
turn out both that our notions of heaven are, in one sense, 
too spiritual for its gloriotis and familiar reality, and in 
another sense, too material for its purity and joy. 

II. Jehoram receives the letter, opens it, and reads. Un- 
wonted language to a monarch's earl every word has a sting; 
every line breathes judgment and doom. Yet what was its 
effect? The king may have trembled at its tlireatenings, or 
turned pale for a moment at the sight of its unearthly signa- 
ture. But this is all. The ungodliness of his character vna 
too great to yield even to the most tremendous denancia- 
tion ; and in the armour of pride, and unbelief, tfnd hardness 
of heart, he bids defiance to every arrow of conviction. The 
writing was in fact a judicial sentence, contemplating and 
proceeding upon his past and foreseen impenitence, and au' 
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tncing the awful judgments by which the long-sufferiiig 
jrod towards him should be succeeded. 
This message of death commences with a register of his 
t, << Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father, Be- 
se thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy 
ler, nor in the ways of Asa, king of Judah, but hast 
ked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and hast made 
iah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, 
I to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and also hast 
n thy brethren of thy father*s house, which were better 
u thyself." How awful is this impeachment I How 
BB the series of crimes here denounced I But be not 
eived. There awaits you also a like fearful numbering 
^our sins, and setting of them in order before you, if you 
not washed in that blood which alone cleanseth from 
I How awful to have it said at the last, *' Because I 
B you in abundance the word of life, but ye trampled 
nder foot ; because I sent you one messenger of grace 
r another, but ye wearied them by the hardness of 
r hearts; because I poured forth my Spirit in your 
rches, but ye rebelled and vexed him; therefore, ye 
users of the matchless goodness which I bestowed on 
, depart from me ! Therefore, ye cumberers of my vine- 
], begone into eternal waste and gloom 1" 
Thus saith the I^ord God of David thy father 1** How 
lificant these opening words I As if it had been said, 
ngrateful man I how couldst thou forget the goodness that 
Lord hath showed to thy fathers* house ! Why didst 
1 not reflect that thy place on the throne was owing 
rely to the Divine promise to preserve the seed of David 
:he throne till the coming of the Messiah ! Why didst 
1 not learn from David's example that with the Lord 
"e is forgiveness and plenteous redemption, and so turn 
Fi thine evil ways and live I" 

Because/* continues the writing, ** thou hast not walkecl 
16 ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the ways of 
^ king of Judah, but hast walked in the ways of the 
^ of Israel**' This allusion to his pious father and grand- 
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father is also designed to show the aggrayation of his guilt 
Asa, his grandfather, had reigned forty-one years in Jen* 
salem; and approved himself a pattern of a good kiog. 
** He had done that which was good and right in the eyes of 
the Lord his God, even as his father David had done : for 
he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high 
places, and brake down the images, and cat down the 
groves.** As a true shepherd of his people, he extended hii 
care not less to their spiritnal than to their temporal welfiun. 
By his own example and royal ordinance, he tanght Jadih 
to '' seek the Loid God, the God of their fathers, and to do 
the law and the commandment ;** and the Iwiord crowned 
these pious labours with the happiest results. Like t 
thorough reformer, he did not stop till the last idol in the 
land was burnt with fire, and the last heathen altar levelled 
to the ground. He called his subfects back from the gn>?ei 
and the high places to the altars of Jehovah ; and they heard 
his voice, '* and entered into a covenant to seek the Lord 
God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their 
soul.** As a vigilant and indefatigable ruler, he neglected 
nothing which could increase the social happiness of his 
people, or strengthen the security of his kingdom ; and as 
a valiant general, he gained many a triumph over powerful 
enemies, because he trusted in the Lord God of Israel, and 
marched to the field with the watchword, " Lord, it is no- 
thing with thee to help, whether with many or with them 
that have no power," 2 Chron. xiv. 11. Towards the end 
of his life, indeed, he erred in turning away his mind from 
the power and faithfulness of God, and trusting in the false 
help of man. He had to repent of it bitterly, yet he slept 
m God, and the people hallowed his ashes with the tears of 
gnititude and affection. 

A still more admirable king than Asa was Jehoram^s 
father, the excellent Jchoshaphat. His character shines to 
this day as a living model of princely virtue. He also, like 
his father, has *^ obtained a good report" in the unerring re- 
cord of sacred history. ** He walked in the first vrajs of his 
father David, and sought not unto Baalim, but sought the 



EUJAH THE TI8HBITE. , 385 

Lord God of his father, and walked in his coniniAndments." 
He continued and completed the reformation which his father 
An had began. The well-being of his people, in the highest 
tod holiest sense of the term, was the great aim which he 
kept before him day and night. He more than once travel- 
led throngh the whole land, firom Beersheba to the monn- 
tiiDS of Ephraim, in order, by his personal influence, to 
itrengthen his people in the faith of their fathers, and reclaim 
tkose who had been guilty of apostacy ; and the Lord granted 
great miccess to the labours of this royal missionary. He 
lent also multitudes of priests and Levites throughout the 
eonntry, with the book of God*s law in their hands, to in- 
itmct the ignorant and to establish the better informed in 
fte tmth. And '^ the fear of God was upon all the kingdoms 
bwdeiing upon Judah, when they heard that the Lord 
fought against the enemies of IsraeL So the realm of Jeho- 
Bhaphat was quiet; for his God gave him rest round about;" 
ind the Philistines and the Arabians brought him presents. 
And be set judges in the land, throughout all the fenced 
dtiea of Judah, to watch over right and justice, and to settle 
indiYidual disputes. His instruction to them was, " Take 
heed what ye do ; for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, 
idio is with you in judgment.*^ If he went to war, his first 
preparation, was fasting and prayer, 2 Chron. xx. 3. His 
anny, distinguished both for discipline and valour, was a 
million strong ; yet he engaged only in defensive war. He 
gladly remained at peace when his enemies did not molest 
him ; and improved the season of leisure by founding new 
cities, by promoting trade and commerce, and by attending 
to the interests of education and religion. Thus did this 
worthy descendant of David reign. Happy the country 
which is blessed with such a ruler. Let us aJl pray that all 
the higher powers, to whom we are commanded to be sub- 
ject, ^ as ordained of God," may be anointed with the spirit 
of Jehoshaphat. 

Such were the honourable ancestors of Jehoram. He 
had grown up amid the constant light of such distinguished 
examples. "But a man can receive nothing, except it be 

25 
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pf&i him from heaven/' The children of Qtod are 
** itot of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the f 
mail, bat of Gx>d." This hopeful young prince becam 
of the worst monarchs that ever sat on the throne of L 
His whole rdgn is a tissue of atrocious crimes. It a 
seems as if he had formed a regular plan, openly to 
contempt on the example of his excellent predecesso: 
the disgusting contrast of his own ; nay, as if be had 
posed it to himself, as the chief aim of his govemmei 
root np and tread under foot, in the shortest possible 
the seed sown by his pious father. No sooner had he b 
his father, and taken possession by right of birth o 
throne at Jerusalem, than he threw off the mask whic 
cumstances had hitherto forced him to wear, and gav^ 
scope to the malignant and unnatural lusts of his heart 
horrid massacre opens the black catalogue of his crimei 
paves the way for fresh atrocities. His brothers, who 
all better than himself, seemed to stand in his way, ai 
he partly coveted their wealth, but much more feare 
reproach which his heathenish course of life would oc( 
him in their eyes, and hated them as being a restrai 
his own excesses, he formed the deliberate purpose of 
ting them all to death, and then executed his diabolica 
as rapidly as it was conceived. The innocent brothei 
in number, were massacred without mercy, and many • 
great men shared the same fate, as if their blood di 
cry ioud enough to heaven. 

In the hands of his wife, Athaliah, the daughter of 
and Jezebel, Jehoram was initiated into all the 
miuations of heathenism, and '^ did evil in the sight < 
Lord continually.** Yet the Divine long-suffering gi 
him many a respite and warning to repentance. The i 
ites invaded the country, and the city of Libnah rei 
to them. But Jehoram persevered in sin, and pervert 
his means of grace into occasions of hardening his 
He openly apostatized from the worship of his & 
introduced anew the idolatry of Sidon, which had bee 
celled by Asa and Jehoshaphat, recalled the banished j 
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of Baa], erected altars, consecrated groves, inyited yoaiig 
and -old to idolatrous and licentions festivals, and even com- 
pelled the people, with despotic intolerance, to take part in 
these heathen rites. It is to this that the words in the 
writing of Elijah refer, " Thou hast made Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whore- 
doms of the house of Ahab." Do not take offence at this 
plain language. The Word of Truth has no toleration for 
your hollow and palliating phrases ; its appellations strike 
always at the root of things; and hence it is no wonder that 
its solemn and searching faithfulness of speech has always 
been an eyesore to the whitewashed Pharisee and the showy 
moralist. Yes I when men depart from the living God, and 
set up any idol in their heart, be what it may, though they 
may call it the enlightenment of the age, philosophy, genius, 
or liberalism, the Scripture calls it whoredom^ because it is 
nothing else ; and indeed it is the worst and the vilest. '^ Thy 
Maker is thy husband," says the L(»rd, not only of the 
church of Israel ; but of the church in every age ; and when 
any member of the visible church forgets this relation, and 
pays court to the world, from the attraction of its gains, its 
honours, or its pleasures, the Word of God calls this con- 
duct aduUery, and pronounces judgment upon it as an ob- 
ject of Divine loathing and ablunrence, and declares the 
doom of the offender to be cast, as one of the things that 
offend and work abomination, out of God^s holy kingdom. 
And O, what shall become of those, who have not only 
committed this crime themselves, but by influence or ex- 
. smple, in word or writing, mixed the cup of spiritual fornica- 
tion for others. Te faithless parents, who, under the name 
of refined ideas, have sowed in your children's minds the 
seeds of ungodliness and apostacyl Te hollow-hearted 
teachers of mere virtue in schools and colleges, who train 
up those children, on whom the name of the Holy Trinity 
has been named, to self-idolatry and a darker aversion to the 
true God than the worshippers of Baal I Ye hirelings and 
sfnritnal counterfeits in the church, that teach your flocks, 
instead of honouring the God of Israel, to bow down to the 
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solf-made gods of a false philosophy and morality ; and jt 
poets, joumalists, and popular writers, that only soond* tbfi 
trumpet to suhvert and deceive unwary and unstahle sonlfl, 
and lead them away from the path of truth amidst the mazes 
and pitfalls of sophistry and infidelity I Woe, woe unto 
you, ye followers of Baalam, ye destroyers of immortal 
souls I In Jehoram^s fate behold your own I A dond o^ 
vengeance, doubly dark, hangs over your heads; and it shall 
burst and sink you to the lowest hell ! 

To return to the letter. After it has held up the shis and 
crimes of Jehoram to his own conscience, it announces the 
sentence in the name of Him who hath prepared his throne 
for judgment. What a fearful threatening, '' Behold, with 
a great plague the Lord will smite thee ; in thy people, thy 
children, thy wives, and all thy goods ; and thou shdt have 
great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy boweli 
tall out by reason of the sickness from day to day.'* Awful 
manifestation of the just judgment of Him who ^ clothes 
himself with zeal as with a garment, and recompenses fury 
to his adversaries." " Fire goeth before him and bumeth 
up his enemies round about." " It is a fearful thing to M 
into the hands of the living God I" Jehoram reads the tre- 
mendous sentence ; but he makes his face harder than a 
rock, and his neck is as an iron sinew. Only almighty grace 
can overcome the monstrous perversity of corrupt nature. 
Without the working of this grace, the law is but as stubble 
in the fire ; and even that Word of God, which is as a ham- 
mer that breaketh the rock in pieces, only hardens by its 
blows the sinner^s adamantine heart. Jehoram is a striking 
example of this melancholy truth. Well might he shudder 
a such at writing ; but it did not bend his settled obstinacy. 
An dwhatever will not bend must break. 

The divine curse, like a tempest of fire, soon discharges 
itsnlf. A hostile force of Philistine Arabians suddenly 
attacks the border of his kingdom. He sends forth bis 
armies and they are destroyed. The banner of the Lord is 
no longer in the camp of Israel. With the faith of their 
fathers, their fathers* strength in war is departed. The 
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^nemy poan into the kingdom like a desolating flood, stomi' 
^ dty after city, repulsing force after force, and mark- 
ing all their steps with devastation, rapine, and slaughter. 
. This was the first plague, the punishment of the king in his 
deluded and apostate people. But it is only the beginning 
af troubles ; for his ears are dull of hearing, and the call of 
judgment is unobeyed. The enemy presses resistlessly for- 
ward. The royal army is everywhere beaten and dispersed. 
In a few days the heathen invaders are at the gates of Jeru- 
salem. The city is taken, the remnant of the Jewish army 
is scattered, the palace itself is stormed and plundered, the 
royal treasure carried off, and the royal family taken pri- 
soners. All his wives, with the exception of Athaliah, who 
was reserved for a more tragical end, are led away into 
captivity, and even his sons are banished from their native 
land. Only one remains behind, Joash the youngest, for 
tbe Lord hath refepect to his promise, " David shall never 
Want a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel.^ 
All the rest are doomed to a miserable bondage. Alarming 
example of the righteous judgment of God I Behold "an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.** The destroyer of 
the people becomes the object of their execration. The 
araricious robber is stripped utterly naked by robbers' 
hands. The denier of Jehovah and his word is denied by 
Him in return, and given up to his own way. The debau- 
chee and fratricide is visited with the loss of his own wives 
and children. But the train of his disasters is not yet com- 
plete. His intense selfishness might perhaps have taught 
him to bear these heavy strokes too lightly, and therefore 
he must suffer in his own person. The horrible disease 
predicted by the prophet, soon appears and manifests itself 
to every one as a visible judgment of heaven. For two 
years it continued without remission, and baffled all the 
skill of the physicians ; " and it came to pass, after the end 
of two years, that his bowels fell out, by reason of his sick- 
ness ; and he died. His people made no burning for him, 
like the burning of his fathers. Howbeit they buried him in 
the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of the kings.** 
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Thus was the writing of doom accomplished to the ver} 
letter ; and not a syllable of it remained wifulfilled. Mark 
this, ye impenitent sinners that are still £ar from God! A 
writing like that prophetic one lies also at your door. It 
begins, ^ He that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on himT* It continues, *< The lamp 
of the wicked shall be put out, and their feet hasten to 
destruction.** It concludes, '* It is a fearful thing to faD 
into the hands of the living God.** And its signature is 
this, " Thus speaks the true and fiuthful Witness.** Well 
may you tremble, for none of His words fall to the ground. 
But, blessed be his name, the threatening is not uncon- 
ditional. It only runs thus, *^ If ye will not hear, and if ye 
will not lay it to heart." Therefore rejoice in thy respite, 
sinner, and thy hope of escape. The manslayer is behind 
thee, but there is a city of refuge. Lay hold on the hope 
set before thee in the gospel. Repair to the cross of Jesus, 
and thou shalt see the hand-writing of doom nailed to that 
cross ; and instead of it thou shalt receive another writing 
into thy bosom, which bears the gracious words, '* Son, be 
of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee I for I have redeem- 
ed thee, I have called thee by thy name, and thou art 
mine." — ^Amen. 



IX.-THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION 

I KNOW no second example, among all the sons of men, of 
one to whom such a superabundance of honour and glory 

has been granted, as to that man on whose eventful histoiy* 

which stretches very near a thousand years, we have for 

some time been dwelling with delight. After he had, at the 

close of an incomparable series of miracles and splendid 

deeds, passed into heaven without tasting of death, and been 

fixed by the hand of God himself as a bright and cheering 

star in the Old Testament sky, for the joy and hope of many 

generations, new lustre is all at once thrown upon his wou- 
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!al character, four hundred years afler his departure 
1 earth, by his being introduced as a principal figure into 
transporting picture, filled up with inspired lines and 
urs of that glorious period which Abraham rejoiced to 
t&r ofi^ and which many prophets and kings had desired 
itness. Malachi, the prophet of God, thus spoke in 
il, in the name of Jehoridi, "Behold, I will send you 
h the prophet before the coming of the great and dread- 
lay of the Lord : And he shall turn the heart of the 
rs to the children, and the heart of the children to the 
iSy lest I come and smite the earth with a curse,** 
iv. 5, 6. 

ijah, recalled, as it were, by this striking prophecy from 
ges of .tlie past, now shone as a distant light in the 
e, and became one of the dearest objects of Israelis 
Btation. The saints, thenceforth, beheld him in the 
nal horizon as a harbinger of the dayspring from on 

as an inseparable attendant of the glorious Son of 
d. For four hundred years had Elijah thus shone in 
pocalyptic heaven, when at last the Sun of Righteous- 
arose on our benighted earth, and reflected the light of 

on all the shadows of prophecy. A voice in the wil- 
ias is heard to announce that the kingdom of heaven is 
nd; and so the Lord of the kingdom appears; and in 
snce to this herald of his approach declares, " If ye will 
7e it ; this is Elias which was for to come.** Iirlalachi's 
lecy was, therefore, now fulfilled; and yet only figur- 
[y, and by way of prelude. That the whole meaning 
3 prophecy was not yet exhausted, is manifest from our 
's language, '' K ye will receive it T* and still more 
ictly from the declaration of John the Baptist himself* 
n not Ellas.** John was called Elias, merely because 
)peared in the spirit and power of El^ah ; and there 
le no doubt that the word's of Malachi point to a per- 
retum of the prophet to earth. This has always been 
elief and expectation of the Jews ; and thus Jesus the 
f Sirach appears to have understood the prophecy, as 
Eitlier from his animated apostrophe in the 48th chap* 
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ter of his apocryphal book. " Thou, Elias, wast taken npin 
a whirlwind of fire, and a chariot of fiery horses ; who w«t 
ordained for reproof in its season, to pacify the wrath of the 
Lord^s judgment before it broke forth into fury, and to tarn 
the hearts of the fathers unto the sons, and to restore the 
tribes of Jacob. Blessed are they that see thee, and shall 
be honoured on account of thy fHendship; then shaU we 
possess the true life." 

And lo! ere we think of it, the ancient prophet himself is 
before us in a bodily form, after the rest of a thousand yean 
above. He stands on the Mount of Transfiguration, with 
Moses at his side, and both of them engaged in sacred con- 
ference with the Lord of glory. And yet, amanng and 
unexampled as is the scene, I doubt if eyeA. this event 
exhausted the full meaning of Malachi*s prophecy. He was 
to come " to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the hearts of the children to the fathers.*' Now he has 
not yet executed this commission; and, consequently, the 
ancient prophecy leaves us to expect a still farther accom- 
plishment. It is already fulfilled in a typical manner ; but 
its entire fulfilment is what I think we have not yet seen. 
Are we then still to expect a return of Elias? For my part 
I cannot avoid this conclusion, and I am inclined to place 
the event before the conversion and restoration of Israel, 
when he will probably appear upon the earth in his glorified 
person, to accomplish a great work both for the Jews, and, 
through tliem, for the Gentile world. 

How wonderful to find a man who thus keeps upon the 
stage of the world's history for thousands of years; and 
passes, though a son of the dust, with equal ease from earth 
to heaven, and from heaven to earth, to fulfil the great de- 
pigns of Him whose minister he is! '^ 0, Elijah, how art thou 
honoured," may we say with the son of Sirach, " which of 
as is to be praised like unto thee I Blessed are they that see 
thee, and will be honoured on account of thy friendship." 
Yet even thou, what art thou but a satellite shining with 
borrowed light, and reflecting the grace and love of Christ 
to sinners of our race ! 
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fe are this day to approach the '' holy mount.** It is a 
^tfnl pUgiimage. No monntain has a serener skv or 
rer prospect. May the way he blessed to our souls I 

ICATTHEW ZTiL 1, 1 

■d after rix days Jmos taketb Peter, Jameii and John hla toother, and 
idi ttiem vp tnuto aa hUrh mountain apart, and waa transflgured before 
and hia fiboe did ahine as the ion, and hia rabnent waa white as the Ili^L** 

e wonderful event here recorded Is, beyond all question, 
I and not an ideal history. The account of the evan- 
8, who all concur in this narrative, is enough to show 
This event is a scene in the life of the incarnate Gk>d 
g men. What wonder, then, that it should pass beyond 
e limits of ordinary experience, and present to us, the 
■en of a day, much that is unprecedented and incom- 
nsible. Let joy, rather than idle amazement or curi- 
fin our hearts at this glorious spectale. Lo, here is 
Jiing more than the fiery sigu on Carmel, the burning 
at Horeb, and the flaming glories of Sinai. ** This is 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 

t us approach with reverence this sublime scene ; and 
;he Spirit of the Lord disclose to us the depths of its 
ing. We contemplate for the present, I. The probable 
1 of the transfiguration. 11. The preparations for the 
. m. The event itself. 

In the narrative of the evangelists, the transfigura- 
of our Lord is connected with a conversation with 
isciples, which occurred almost immediately before, 
Barea Philippi, when the Lord was just about to com- 
3 his last journey through the country to Jerusalem, 
om,*' said he to his disciples, " do men say that I, the 
f Man, am?" They replied, '' Some say thou art John 
aptist; some, Ellas; and others, Jeiemias, or one of 
rophets.*' Their master answered, " Whom say ye 
[ am?" Peter, in a moment of fervent inspiration 
ftbove, breaks forth with the noble confession, " Thou 
e Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus receives 
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the testimony with gracious approbation, and declares, 
''Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh and Uood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is is 
heaven. And I say unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upoo 
this rock will I build my church ; and the gates of hell shtll 
not prevail against it.** Never bad the apostles stood oo 
such an elevation of faith as at this moment. It was, there- ] 
fore, a favourable season for introducing them deeper into « 
the mystery of his work of redemption, and disclosing to 
them more of the awful details of his bloody death than 
hitherto they had been able to bear. " From that time forth 
began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must 
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders, 
and chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day.** But the astonished disciples could 
not understand this discovery. They could not reconcile 
theur minds to the idea of a suffering and atoning Messiah. 
And Peter, falling back in one moment from his position of 
exalted faith to the level of a mere natural man, and quite 
forgetting his place as a disciple, takes his Lord with unbe- 
coming haste aside, and in a tone of advice, or rather of 
admonition, says to him, '' Be it far from thee. Lord; this 
shall not be unto thee.** But the Lord seeing with omni- 
scient eye into the source of this apparently kind entreaty, 
replies with holy severity, " Get thee behind me, Satan ; 
thou art an offence unto me : for thou savotirest not the 
things that be of God, but the things that be of men.** At 
the same time his compassionate heart sympathizes with 
their difficulties, and provides for their enlightenment that 
glorious manifestation of himself which was to take place 
on " the holy mount.** 

But how, you ask, was this scene of glory to strengthen 
their faith? The splendour of Tabor was designed to cast 
a ray of light on the gloom of Golgotha. It was intended 
to show the disciples, as they had never seen it before, the 
inherent greatness of Him, whom they were soon to behold 
crowned with thorns, and nailed to the cross. The glory of 
tlus scene would illustrate the magnitude of his cqndescen* 
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Bion, and the Tolontaiy nature of his lofierings ; for they 
ooold not but learn from it, that their Master was not to be 
the fictim of nnfortimate'accident, since such a Being could 
only die bj his own free devotion of himself to death. The 
nnracle was also designed to set forth the harmony of Christ's 
vbhmtary death with the determinate counsel and foreknow- 
ledge of God; a point which was settled for ever by the 
voice from the ** excellent glory.** And last of all, this scene 
of transfigniation would utterly remove the suspicion, that 
diere was something in the establishment of Christ's king- 
dom at variance with Moses and the prophets; for the ap- 
pearance of the heavenly messengers, and their converse 
vith the Saviour, testified mort unequivocally to the con- 
tarfm Behold, then, what a concentration of Divine light 
and wisdom in this one fact. It contained so much to 
strengthen the futh of the disciples, that the recollections 
of their whole life would not be enough to exhaust its ful- 



Bnt let us not suppose that this manifestation was in- 
tended for the disciples alone. Not only earth, but heaven 
siso participated in it. It was a spectacle to angels, and 
the spirits of the just made perfect. With what joy and 
transport may these bright spirits have hung around the 
scene, where the glory of their Eang burst through the veil 
of his humiliation, and with what new hymns of praise 
would they celebrate the wonders of his grace I 

Nor can we suppose that the transfiguration did not, also, 
take place on account of the Lord himself. I cannot doubt 
that it did so ; nay, that this was its deepest and ultimate 
meaning. Ton know how that, though, even in the day of 
his flesh, the fulness of the godhead dwelt in him bodily, 
he, with equal truth and reality, led the life of a man. In 
this character he had to believe, to maintain a conflict, to 
learn obedience, even as his own disciples. His way, like 
our own, lay through the strait and dreary path of manifold 
temptations, spiritual desertion and darkness ; and seasons 
were not wanting in his life, when, like his people, he really 
stood in need of strengthening and comfort ; and did not 
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despise even the sympathy of his disciples. For the temp- 
tation in the wilderness he was prepared by the testimony 
from Heaven, ** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am wdl 
pleased ;" and as he was now approaching a more moment- 
ons and awful straggle, the glory of the holy mount was 
vouchsafed as a source of heavenly strength. Recollect the 
scene in John xii. The Lord has come to Jerusalem. The 
fire is ready for the sacrifice. The night is at hand ; the 
approaching horrors of the hour and the power of darkness 
gather around his soul. The deep foundations of his holy 
nature tremble, and, like a stream long repressed, the cry 
breaks out, " Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I 
say! Father, save me from this hour." But his mind fixes 
itself on the divine purpose of mercy, and the prayer is not 
uttered ere it is recalled, " But for this cause came I unto 
this hour." His will is thus entirely one with the Father's 
will ; and his desire takes another form, *^ Father, glorify 
thy name T' glorify thyself in me, and show that thou art 
my Father, and that ^^ I am thine Only-Begotten." He 
speaks, and an audible voice from heaven is heard, " I have 
both glorified it, and will glorify it again I" Now the words 
" I have glorified it" look backwards, and have almost cer- 
tainly a reference to the event of the transfiguration. And 
as it could only be referred to by the Almighty Father for 
the same use of gracious encouragement for which it was 
at first brought to pass, we have here sufficient proof that 
the glorious scene was primarily intended to strengthen the 
Son of Man in the hour of trial. Thus the perfectly Holy 
One was made like unto his brethren in this point also, that 
in a season of spiritual darkness he was thrown back upon 
brighter scenes of enjoyment of the Divine communion. 
For, with the exception of sin, our good Shepherd was wil- 
ling to go before his sheep in every path of trial and diffi- 
culty, and to travel onwards from day to day in entire faith 
and dependence on his Father. *' He wakeneth mine ear 
to discipline, morning by morning," says he in Isaiah 1. 
'' He wakeneth mine ear to hear as a learner. The Lord 
God has opened mine ear^ and I was not rebellious, neither 
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turned away back.** Who can tell how greatly the faitb 
liuch enabled the Son of Man, in the last tremendons 
Btmg^e, to prefix the words of trust, '' My God, my God !" 
to the complaint of desertion, '' Why hast thou forsaken 
me?** was supported by such remembrances as that of 
Jordan and the Holy Mount I What a precious thing is a 
> itote of gradous experiences! How blessed, amid the 
fioom and dreariness of the evil day, to ''muse on the 
times of old,** and remember the years of the right hand of 
tbe Most High.** 

n. The contemplation of the event itself and of its other 
preliminaries will supply us with farther instruction. ''After 
fix days," relates the evangelist, " Jesus took Peter, James, 
lod John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high 
monntidn apart." These three disciples were repeatedly 
distinguished above the rest ; he took them with him after- 
vards to Grethsemane to see the priestly altar and the sacri- 
ficial fire ; but here to behold his regal splendour and glory. 
It seems almost as if the Saviour in this respect also became 
a man, inasmuch as he was capable, not only of general 
r^pard, but of the special affection of friendship, and felt that 
lovely bond of tenderness which we call mutual sympathy 
like that of Jacoz, of whom it is said, in his affection for 
Benjamin, " His life is bound up in the lad*s life." It is no 
doubt true that his saints are all equally dear to his electing 
love ; he loves them all even as the Father hath loved him, 
and be gave his life with equal readiness for all. Tet to his 
merely human feelings there was a difference on earth, for 
some stood nearer him than others ; and the nearest of these 
vras evidently the apostle John, who, in allusion to this, so 
tenderly calls himself " the disciple whom Jesus loved," and 
his Inrother- James, and Peter. How much was there in the 
natural dispositions of these three to conciliate the special 
affection of the Saviour I How amiable does Simon Peter 
appear, even in his errors and failings, with his frank and 
i^ent character, full of zeal for his master, and integrity 
without suspicion or guile. And who would not have been 
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constrained to love James, the holy and warm-hearted mai^ 
with his high and noble decision, which made him ready to 
be the first of the apostles, as he actually was, to drink the 
eup of martyrdom. And then John, that noble young viim 
m the garden of the Lord, that eagle spirit, justly named a 
son of thunder — ^but whose Toice like the thunder was alwsyi 
heard pealing amid the invisible depths of the sky. John, 
the most perfectly mirrored image of the Saviour himself in 
which were reflected all the love and grace that a simier 
could receive from the Lord of glory — John, whose whole 
nature seemed purified to the very dross as by a live coal 
from the altar of the sanctuary — ^who, next to Him that is 
'* fairer than the sons of men,** can be pointed out as a more 
pure and engaging character than this disciple I And as we 
all know that it ia not personal excellence, however great 
which forms the magic charm of friendship— but a mysteri- 
ous something which lies far deeper, and which we call har- 
mony, so we find the very heart of this apostle strung in all 
its chords in unison with the tender and sublime affecdona 
of the Redeemer. 

Yet our Lord's special love for these three disciples was bat 
a subordinate reason for their selection on this occasion. He 
had other reasons, incomparably more important, which are 
to be found in the characters of these three, and their peco- 
liar relation to his person and kingdom. For they undoubt- 
edly appear as our Lord's more intimate circle, even as they 
were selected to be the three principal pillars of the church. 
It was their privilege first to plant the banner of the croafl 
upon the mountains of Israel ; and therefore they stood in spe- 
cial need of such a preparation as they were now to receive. 

We are told that Jesus took these disciples with him to a 
^ high mountain." From ancient times it had been the good 
pleasure of God to select the silent tops of mountains, those 
quiet islands in the ocean of this world's confusion, as the 
scenes of the most remarkable and glorious revelations. The 
mountain on which the tr.iasfiguration took place is not 
definitely pointed out in Scripture. According to an ancient 
and very credible tradition, it was Mount Tabor, the laigest 
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and most beaotifiil moimtaiii of GUlilee. TIiU eminonce, 
wlBch is dothed to the summit with a most splendid profa- 
sioo of wood and forest scenery, rises in the wide pkin of 
IsBeel, not &r from Nasareth and Cana; and a modem 
tmreller has said of it, that, if there be anything beautiful 
a natiire, it is this green and rounded mountain-pyramid of 
^destine. Its sommit, which rises boldly into the region 
if the donds, is eorered with tall oaks, and is nearly three 
nileB in c ir enm fe renoe. It presents one of the most mag- 
nificent and diarming prospects to be found in the whole 
ivoild. To the right, die eye passes oyer Mount Carmel, 
tibat ancient witness of Jehovah's glory, and loses itself in 
the vast expanse of the Mediterranean Sea. Northwards, 
ippears the black sharp ridge of Lebanon, and behind it the 
iuEsHng anowy cupola of Hermon. Towards the south, the 
fjB first rests on the beautiful Terdure of luxuriant vineyards 
■id orange groves, and fiurther on upon the cheerful hiUs of 
Simaria; ^riiilst to the left, gleams the sea of Tiberias, as if 
its bright expanse were sailing through the waving corn-fields 
of the plain of Esdraelon. But why should we dwell on 
Ifaese beauties of nature, when it is a scene of history that 
gives Tabor its interest ? why do we cast our looks into the 
distance, when a more prions scene near at hand calls for 
our attention ? 

The apostles subsequently called the mount of transfi- 
guration ^'tiie holy mount/' This shows the strong and 
laered impression which had there been made upon their 
minds. Yes, those are in truth holy places, and are for ever 
sacred in our remembrance, where we have once had cause 
to say, with Jacob, " I have seen God face to face, and my 
Gfe is preserved I" There are our Bethels and our Feniels, 
where he whispered to our souls " I have loved thee with an 
everiasting love," or wiped away our tears, or crowned our 
sighs of contrition with a g/racious assurance of pardon. 
These scenes are hallowed ground. They are to us as the 
house of GU)d, and as the gate of heaven. They are lovely 
spots in this vale of tears. He who has many of tbem has 
true riches. 
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of night upon a solitary mountain, lay themselves do 
sink in slamher. Jesus prays to his Eternal Father, 
his prayer was, the history does not inform us. Il 
be like that in John xii., *' Father, glorify thy name; 
John xvii., " And now, O Father, glorify thou me \ 
glory which I had with thee before the world was ; tl 
all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I ii 
What a sublime spectacle I The Lord of glory on hi 
before the face of the Almighty I The Son of the livi 
engaged in holy converse with the Eternal Father, 
dark mountain height ! Surely if ever the words ** a 
near ** were appropriate, it was here. And what eoBW 
Immanuel prays? His prayer must rise to heaven ae 
the same with the omnipotent will of the Father, 
doeth always those things that please him.** And y 
ever willing to mingle such intercessions with your ] 
and thereby to support and purify and perfect them 
this is the truth which gives sublime consistency t 
glorious words of promise, " Whatsoever ye shall 
Father in my name, he will give it you.** 
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miracle 1 O incomparable spectacle I Behold, behold! Ib 
liiat ahining One indeed their master ? Is the majestic figure, 
which appears arrayed in the very glories of the Godhead, 
the lame at whose side they ascended the mountain ? 
splendoor that eclipses the sun and moon I radiance of light 
that might dazzle the eye of seraphim I His countenance, 
like an opened heaven, beaming with purity and bliss I his 
bfow a throne of god-like majesty I his look as if the earth 
would sink before it into nothing I his mouth as if in act to 
otter the words of creation I his ndment as if woven of the 
beams of rooming, and worked all over with ethereal sun- 
light! The disciples are overcome with the sight. It b not 
skrm or teiroi that they feel. No, they are exalted with 
their Lord, and feel as yet oppressed with the strange joy. 
This is no Sinai to force the awe-struck confession, ''I 
exceedingly fear and quake.** The glory here breathes only 
too deep a nature. Their language was not that of the 
indent prophet, ** Wo is me for I am undone I^* but that of 
th^ psalmist, '' Cause the light of thy countenance to shine 
j^Km ua and we are saved.** 

O that our hearts could be absorbed with this glory of our 
King I What health and salvation amid the beams of this 
Light ! O how beautiful and glorious does he there appear 
—the fiurest of the sons of men — ^not only the King of Peter, 
and James, and John, but my King. Hallelujah ! and thinel 
Yes 1 here is more than Solomon in all his glory I more than 
Aaron and Melchizedek in their robes of priestly dignity I 
When did ever a star shine in oar world like this ? When 
brake ever a sun upon earth's darkness like this Sun? 
incomparable brightness, that lights up the night of the soul, 
that chases away all the shades of sin and sorrow, that 
forces the angels to fall down and worship, and makes sin- 
ners rejoice with unspeakable joy ! '* This is my beloved, 
and this is my friend, daughters of Jerusalem I** con- 
template the King in his beauty ; '* Let the children of Zion 
be very joyful in their Bong.** There he stands — ^the First 
and the Last and the Living One — not clothed witlythe sun. 
but himself the sun in the kingdom of spirits ; not irradiated 

26 



402 ELIJAH THE TISHBITR. 

from without, but possessing the fountain of light in him- 
self. It is as if the tops of the mountains broke forth into 
singing, " Arise, shine, for thy light is cotne, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee.^ There he stands on the 
solitary summit, and not he alone, but his disciples partake 
of the splendour of his transfiguration. Here we can, in 
some measure, anticipate the fulfilment of the words of the 
apocalypse concerning the city of God, " and the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it ; for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the liglit 
thereof.** And here also we find a key to that other deep 
saying, *' It doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for 
we shall see him as he is.** 

*' And Jesus was transfigured before them.** More liter- 
ally, *' He transfigured himself.'* The expression hnplies 
that the glory was not shed upon him from without, but 
rayed forth as a light of life that had been in him from the 
beginning. Eyen when he lay in the manger, a poor and 
helpless infant, and laboured as the carpenter's son, there 
dwelt in him, though veiled under the form of a serrant, all 
" the fulness of the Godhead bodily.** Single rays of this 
hidden glory had occasionally broken forth before, in deeds 
of omnipotence and mercy, so that all who saw him, and 
even his enemies, were astonished, and said, " What manner 
of man is this ? from whence is he ?" But such an unveil- 
ing of the awful sanctuary as this on Tabor, no one had yet 
witnessed. The curtain was drawn for a moment aside, 
and revealed the Son of the Highest, " whose goings forth 
have been from of old from everlasting.** But, however 
glorious beyond all earthly glory, and all description of man, 
this manifestation was, — ^it was not the whole fulness of his 
beauty as the Son of God. In comparison with that glory 
with which he will meet his saints above, it may be no more 
than the early glimmer of dawn to the brightness of the 
perfect day. For he showed forth his glory only as mortal 
eye was able to bear it. Then his countenance shone as the 
Bun^ but now it is itself the Sun of all worlds ; then his rai- 
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nent was white as the Ught of day, but the robe which he 
DOW wears Is that essential light which enwraps, as a yesture, 
the thrice holy One. Now, as the whole scene on Tabor 
was only a manifestation of the glory which Jesus had in 
himselfy it was, as the apostle John calls it, '' the glory of 
the only begotten of the Father, fvU of truth,^^ It was 
nothing external, foreign, or borrowed ; but his own indi- 
vidual and real form ; it was the very essence of his being ; 
the visible reflection of the indwelling fulness of God, and 
consequently in the highest sense " fuU of truth/* But for 
what reason the apostle John calls this a revelation ^* full of 
grace," he must himself tell us, if we would comprehend it 
perfectly. This glory of Tabor must have been a benign 
glory, a transporting reflection of pure kindness and love. 
Eveiy glance, every play of look, every word, every majes- 
tic act, was radient with grace, and only grace. Streams of 
peace flowed into the disciples* hearts ; sweet and Sabbatic 
rest was breathed around them, and every ray of his coun- 
tenance that fell upon them was the transporting smile of a 
Gk>d. No one desired the Lord to veil from them the over- 
powering glory; no one thought of the prayer of Job, 
** Thine eyes are upon me and I am not.*' Theur language 
rather was " Lord, it is good for us to be here 1** Here they 
would gladly have made tabernacles and remamed, for ever 
remained in this beatific irradiation of the Only Begotten, 
kJl of grace. 

We leave the summit of the holy mount, in order soon to 
rctom thither in the spirit of devout meditation. Keep firm 
hold in spirit of the glory that has beamed upon you. What 
the first sunshine of spring is to the earliest buds of nature, 
that will this glory be to your fiuth and to your love. It 
will break the last fetter of doubt that chains the one, it will 
melt away the last chilly weight of fear and diffidence that 
oppresses the other. How blessed the light that is reflected 
from this great scene on Ihe amazing words of Jesus, " llie 
glory which thou gavest me I have given them.** What a 
ravishing distinctness does it give to that other word of 
promise, ^' Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
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in the kingdom of their Father/* O let ns biuld a taber- 
nacle for our souls amid this glory I Let the Bommit of the 
holy mount be our oratory and our watchtower. 'Within 
sight of the transfigured One thy last fear shall die, and 
thy prayer shall mount up with holy rapture to the presence 
of his glory. 



X.-THE HEAVENLY EMBASSY. 

Suppose, my brethren, that a stranger from another world 
were to descend to our earth, with senses so constitnted 
that he could in one moment take in all the countries of 
Christendom, and at the same time perceive aU the transac- 
tions of which they were the scene. Suppose that the time 
was the morning of Christmas day, and that he took his 
stand on a mountain so high as to command a view of all 
the kingdoms of the world '' in a moment of time.** Then 
let the sound of innumerable church-bells be borne to his 
ears, and the sight of endless crowds of festive worshippers 
be presented to his eyes, and let him hear at the same time 
the sound of rejoicing choruses in every sanctuary, and 
every prayer and sermon sending forth its notes of jubilee I 
How great would be the stranger's excitement I How eager 
his desire to learn the origin of such a festival of the world I 
But were he gifted with the power of looking backward 
into time, as well as around him into space, and were he 
guided by some equally gifted spirit, not to an ancient field 
of battle, not to the capital of some great empire and the 
palace of illustrious kings, but to a poor village in an ob- 
scure land, to a lowly stable, with a mean travel-worn 
woman in it, and a new-bom infant lying in scanty swad- 
dling-clothes amid the straw of a manger ; and were we told 
that it was the birth of this neglected child that had excited 
the universal jubilee, how would his wonder rise and tran- 
scend all expression I 

He might fancy it at first all a dream, and wonder what 
sort of world this was in which so unheard of a revolutioa 
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eonld come to pass. And when he was instructed farther, 
and told that the history of many a great genius, many a 
mighty conqneror, and founder of a new religion and school 
of wisdom, had begun in circumstances of great obscurity, 
his surprise would not even then be done away; for he 
would hear this Child spoken of in a higher strain, and an- 
nounced by a heavenly chorus as neither man nor seraph, 
bat the Eternal Son of the Eternal Gk>d, ''manifest in 
flesh.'* 

It is good, my friends, to bring the fresh and uncorrupted 
feelings of other orders of being to rectify and exalt our own. 
For how low are our notions, how cold our fiuth in ** this 
great mystery of godliness.** O it is no light and trivial 
thing to believe in an Incarnate God, but an awful and seri- 
ous matter. This faith is a miracle— like the birth of the 
Bon of God himself. Is this Child that I can take in my 
arms and caress, as it prattles and smiles on me as other 
children do, in very truth one in person with the Eternal 
Word, the Creator of all? my poor brain I how shall 1 
find room in thee for such a thought I It is an unfathom- 
able mystery I K I never felt before what it is to sink he* 
neath a thought, I feel it here. But can we stay for ever 
by the manger? No, we must go forth from this scene of 
awful eclipse, from the stable, the manger, and the days of 
infancy, and re-assure our faith amid those glorious out- 
bursts of divinity which marked the holy manhood of our 
Saviour. And when I have seen all, and followed him to 
his last ascent of triumph, my heart then casts off its load 
and breathes a freer air. I carry back the reflected lustre 
of his almighty deeds to the dark and lowly scene. I return 
with a heart whose craving void this Incarnate God alone 
can fill ; and when I re-enter thie stable of Bethlehem, I join 
with fervent soul in 'the angePsI song, I kneel before the 
manger in the dust, I stretcfauniylmnd to heaven, and in de- 
fiance of Satan, who would gladly seal my lips from a con- 
fession which bodes him Call and overthrow — in defiance of 
the might of all his host, whose fierce mandate of '' silence** 
I burst, with the gates of hell, asunder, — in defiance of the 
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spirit of an apostate age, that cannot longer restrain my 
tongue with its scoffs and laughter — and in defiance of my 
own pride of reason which sets itself against a testimony 
that casts it down into the dust, — ^1 bend before the infant 
in the manger, and I swear to God '* Yea and Amen,** this 
child is the True God and Eternal Life, — a feeble creature, 
and yet the Lord and Maker of all creatures I 

One of the many places where this confession is as easy 
for the faith of the Christian, as at Bethlehem it is difficult 
to make, is the summit of Mount Tabor. From this holy 
mount a light is reflected at once on the manger and on the 
cross, which chases all doubt away. We return now to this 
sacred spot, to refresh our souls amid its marvellous light 
with new joy and peace in believing. 

MATTHEW zviL 8-8. 

** And, behold, there appeared nnto them Moses and Elias talking with hin. 
Then answered Peter, and said to Jesoa, Lord, it is good for ns to he here: if 
thoa wilt, let as make here three tabemadea; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Eliaa While he yet spake, bdiold, a bright dood over- 
shadowed them : and behold a TOice out of the doad, whidi said. This is mj 
bdoyed Son, in whom I am wdl pleaaed ; hear ye him. And when the di»> 
ciples heard it, they fell on their foce, and were sore afiraid.** 

Here then we stand once more on the sacred summit— a 
solemn stillness, as of a sanctuary, around us — ^before us, the 
King in his beauty. Again we would gladly lose ourselves 
in the contemplation of his single glory ; but, behold, our 
attention is dividend. The sacred circle of objects is in- 
creased, and our eyes are attracted by the new appearance. 
There are three objects which at present claim our atten- 
tion: L The heavenly embassy. II. Their converse witb 
the Saviour : and. III. Simon Peter^s request. 

I. The disciples stand in adoring wonder, and in rapt con- 
templation of their glorified Master. All at once a new 
amazement fills them ; for, behold I two glorious forms, one 
on each side of the Lord Jesus, shining in the same light 
and bending with reverence before him. " 'Who are these, 
and whence come they ? Bid we not ascend the monntaio 
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with him alone? No I these are not mortals whom we be- 
hold, the crown of life is already on their heads.** And lo, 
the Saviomr begins to converse with these yenerable strangers. 
The disciples listen, and, hark I what name do they hoar 
their Master use ? Moses and Elijah ! Do they hear aright 1 
And has the earth then fled away ; and is Time gone ; and 
has Eternity, that sweeps away all distinctions of ages, and 
hnnga all duration into one awful point, already dawned 
upon them ! They cannot be mistaken ; the glorious per- 
sonages are indeed two citizens of the invisible world, two 
hi^»py saints fix>m the Jerusalem above. A sure and sacred 
instinct would have taught the disciples to recognize them 
without more instruction ; for their image lived in the hearts 
of the chosen people, clear as ever form did in the mind of 
an artist. The one is now fifteen hundred years old, and 
yet fiur and flourishing, as a green palm tree, in eternal 
youth. How could the disciples mistake his majestic ex- 
pression ! In these glorified hands lay once the mighty rod 
that divided the waves of the Red Sea. Under these feet 
did Sinai quake, when the Lord came from Faran with a 
fiery law. These arms, upheld in prayer, laid Amalek in the 
dost ; and these eyes saw manna rained from heaven, and 
water burst from the flinty rock, and have seen that glory 
of the Lord which on earth could not be shown. It is in- 
deed Moses that stands before us 1 the captain of Israel — 
the king in Jeshurun — the man who " esteemed the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
had respect unto the recompense of the reward." And the 
other — ^how can he be a stranger to us ; there is the same 
undaunted eye, the same lofty majesty of look, that we 
knew so well in all our pilgrimage with him. Elijah ! yes ! 
the heroic Tishbite I It is almost a thousand years since he 
fchook off the dust of the earth in the wilderness of Jericho, 
and m6unted in his fiery chariot to the world of rest. A 
thousand years has his voice mingled in the choirs above, 
and now he stands suddenly before us, in the same body 
tliat saw no death, on the old scene of conflict ; but, 0, with 
what new feelings would he look round on all, as the diin 
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outUno rose before him, under the silent stars I here, the 
summit of Carmel ; there, Jezreel and its wide plain ; beyond, 
the dark thickets and rocks of Cherith; and far to the 
south, the lonely waste, with the juniper tree, and the 
awful height of Horeb. With what dim and all but invi- 
sible hues of sadness would his moments of doubt and care 
and despondency now appear! and all his sorrows vanish 
from his sight, like the dreams of a night that had long since 
fled! 

Moses and Elias ! Welcome visitants in this vale of tears 1 
Ilad they been allowed to break their silence, what wonden 
could they have told us of I For long centuries they had 
been in the immediate presence of God, for long centuries 
the Sabbatic rest of the world above had been the element 
of then: life. Their feet had trod the ever-verdant hills of 
paradise, their hands struck the harps of seraphim, and their 
eyes ranged through familiar splendours, of which a famt 
reflection dazzles ours ; their hearts drunk in a tide of rap- 
ture, of which scanty drops make up earth*s happiness. 
What could they not have told us of death and the resur- 
rection, of the scenes and the life of paradise ? But they 
are silent ; and the reason is, that, like him who was caught 
up into the " third heaven," they had seen and heard things 
not '' possible to utter/' 

You know the striking description which Paul gives of 
this great experience of his own, 2 Cor. xii. 2, Sec. The 
strangely broken language of the apostle shows how deeply 
his heart was moved by the recollection of this " vision of 
the Lord." He is struggling to express something which he 
counts among the highest and holiest experiences of his life. 
He cannot find words to describe the act of translation, and 
he knows not whether he was in the body or out of the body. 
One thing he knows, it was no dream or play of the fancy, 
but a real translation into paradise. Where was he then, 
for he was away from the earth ? Was it in some blissful 
planet or star, from whence, like Moses from the top of 
Nebo, he could " behold the land that was far off." No I it 
was a higher flight. He had been in the very heart of that 
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id, " in the third heaven/' above the noise of earth, above 
18 and firmaments, in the realms without son, or moon, or 
rs of light, amid the blaze of the eternal throne, whence no 
lelnjah is echoed back, in the bride-chamber of the New 
usalem, in the palace of the King of kings. And what 
rd does he bring from that great capital of the universe, 
9nce no traveller returns, no vessel steers to this island 
ck of ours? Ah, our eager curiosity is vain, our fond 
icipations vain ! For glowing description, we have the 
1 sBsurance that all description is impossible. Cold as- 
sDce I I tecall the word. For is not this silence more 
jaeiDt than speech? Is not this confession of the poverty 
language, and the weakness of our Acuities, and the in- 
quacy of all the inlets and organs of sense and time, full 
i depth of joy and a promise of immortality, greater far 
a if eye had seen it, or ear heard it, or it had entered 
> the heart of man to conceive it ? The apostle will 
ler leave the picture to shine uncopied in his own cham- 
B of imagery; for what were the brightest of earthly 
^ors but gloomy shades ? the radiance of sun and stars, 
[ the bloom of roses and lilies, but the broken and misty 
s of twiUght? One thing may teach us some imperfect 
ion of this surpassing glory, — ^the lesson of the apostle's 
The revelation had been vouchsafed him fourteen 
rs before, and though locked in his own breast, it had 
le him feel as if henceforth his connexion with the world 
i at an end. His conversation is in heaven, and on earth 
IB no more at home. In that upper world all his hopes, 
desires, his thoughts dwell ; and the morning and even- 
song of his heart is, " I have a desire to depart and to 
with Christ." Death seems to him the happiest of mes- 
gers ; yea, the death of martrydom, for he knows whither 

way leads from the dungeon and the cross. 0, how 
lly will he now drink the cup of wormwood to the dregs, 
m he knows what waters of life are to fill the cup of im? 
rtaUty 1 how readily will he walk into any path of torture 
', fiery trial, since he kno'ws tibat it will end at the gate of 

celestial dtyl "I reckob/*-.he exulting! y exclaims. 



I 
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^ that the BufferingB of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." 
" To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." " I count 
not m J life dear to me, so that I may finish my course with 

joy." 

Not less glorious, though equally indirect, is the news 
which the visitants on Tabor bring us of the heavenly world. 
They are themselves a living epistle of the things of the I 
world to come. Their very appearance speaks cheeriug I 
words of comfort to the faith that still trembles weak and i 
uncertain over the tomb. What a joyful evidence have we 
here of the conscious, undivided, personal, and recogm^ed 
identity of the spirits of the just in a future state of being! 
And then the glory which shines around them, the light of 
immortality which encircles those heads on which burst so 
many a storm of trouble, the sunny radiance of peace i^read 
over faces that were once dark with toil and suffering, the 
deep settled joy that plays over features once moist with 
the chill of death ! what a blessed testimony is all this to us 
of the resurrection and the life, and of complete victory over 
death, through our Lord Jesus Christ I We have indeed 
a greater witness still than Moses or Elias. But thanks be 
to God that in our hours of doubt and gloomy fear of death 
we can look not only to the empty tomb of Joseph but to 
the heights of Tabor, and in answer to the question of the 
tempter, '^ How are the dead raised up?'* can point not only 
to the person of our risen Lord, but also to the real and 
glorious forms of those who on earth '^ were men of like 
passions with ourselves." 

Since the gate of paradise was closed, heaven had hardly 
ever visited earth in such a manner as here on the mount of 
transfiguration. What an assembly I Here the Son of 
Eternal Love clothed in majesty I, Before him the two high 
ambassadors from the city of God; beside them the pillars 
of the New Testament Church ; in the clouds, doubtless, 
the hosts of angels ; and in the midst, though unseen, the 
Eternal Father. When had there ever been such a congresi 
as this ? What are the most splendid of earth's conferences 
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this angnst interview ? How great the transport of all, 
I not least of the heavenly visitants ! Hitherto it had not 
n granted them to salute the King of kings as a kinsman 

a brother. Bat now they saw Him, the Wonderful, 
me day they had desired so intensely to behold; the 
>;ht and Morning Star, for whose rising they had so long 
t watch. '<And art thou He through whose bloody 
:h we have already for a thousand years worn the crown ? 
la the Lamb of GU>d that didst take away our sins ere thine 
ring was complete ? This the body whose most precious 
td hath cleansed our souls ere yet it flowed ; and these 
hands that have opened for us the door of mercy on the 
I of a ransom they should hereafter pay ?** Such was 
language of their hearts; and gladly would they have 
n in the dust before Him, who was their resurrection 

life, their way to the Father and to heaven, and the 
hor of that glorious righteousness in which they stood 
utted before the Most High, and assured of his eternal 
) and favour. O look once more on this blessed circle 
fche holy mount, and behold them bound together in a 
) and sacred union I The Father one with the Son, as in 
nee, so also in the plan of the world^s redemption. The 

one with the ambassadors from on high, who act as his 
'ants and prepare for him the way ! Moses and Elijah 

with John and Peter and James, as bearers of the same 
sreign banner, as pillars in the same temple of God ! The 
Btles one with the angels, as ministering to the same 
its who should be heirs of salvation. Exalted bond of 
on ! Glorious alliance of all that is good in the universe 
tcted to one end and aim, that ^* the name of Grod should 
hallowed, his kingdom come, and his will be done on 
bh as it is done in heaven 1" 

I. Moses and Elias in glory before the Son of Man ! the 
eiver of the tables of stone, and the reforming leader of 
holy prophets ! How important this strange meeting ! 
8 a historical demonstration of the perfect harmony and 
ty of the Old Testament economy of salvation and that 
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of th6 New. Moses appears as the representative of the 
law ; Elias as that of prophecy. As such they hnmbly and 
adoringly drew near to Jesus. The Law and the Prophets 
do homage to the Son of Mary \ and this is the grand lesson 
which we ought to learn from this scene. The one meant 
nothing by its institutions, and the other knew nothing by 
its predictions but this Jesus of Nazareth. "Thou art He,** 
excLdms the Law "to whom I as a schoolmaster would 
bring every man." "Thou art He," answers Prophecy, 
" who wast the subject of my inspired song." And when 
Moses and Elias disappear in the radiance of Him " who is 
fairer than the sons of men," the great truth stands embo- 
died before us, that " Christ is the end of the law and of 
prophecy." Prophecy finds in him its fulfilment, for he is 
the substance of all its shadows. The law ceases firom its 
judgments and threats and condemnation, as soon as it finds 
us in Christ, who has satisfied its utmost claims. 

Moses and Elias converse with the Lord. He that hath 
ears to hear let him hear! What kind of discourse is it 
which they carry on with him? Do they announce that a 
chariot of fire stands ready to bear him away from the dark 
scene of earthly conflict to the bliss of his Father^s house ? 
O, how justly might he have left a world that knew him not ! 
but then where were we to all eternity? and even Moses and 
Elias must have cast away their crowns of glory, and given 
themselves to be bound anew in the chains of death and of 
hell. Far different is the subject of discourse. It is of a 
cross and a crown of thorns ; of an altar and its sacrificial 
fire. " They spake of his decease which he should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem," Luke ix. 3L As messengers of the 
Eternal Father, they audibly affirmed that it was the Father^s 
will that with his own precious blood he should make atone- 
ment for sin ; " for without shedding of blood was no remis- 
sion." They impressed, in God's name, a new seal upon 
the ancient and eternal truth, that nothing but his atoning 
death could break down the wall of partition between earth 
and heaven, and that he, as the good Shepherd, must "lay 
down his life for the sheep." Such was the substance ol 
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tins ezmlted comreTsation. Perhaps these holy messengerM 
lor the first time after a thousand years, trembled with awe 
■s they apoke of such things to the Son of Grod. But they 
call his sufferings and death a decease, or exit, as if they 
meant to comfort him by the expression; and they speak of 
the aeeompiuhment of this decease, or exit, as if they would 
epen a view from the cross to the crown and reign of glory. 
And the Son of GU>d with cheerful resignation hears the 
eonnael of Eternity once more declared, and gUdly repeats 
his TOW of entire submission to the covenant, ** Lo, I come, 
in the volume of the book it is written of me ; I delight to 
do thy will, my €U>d ; yea, thy law is within my heart " 

m. The sublime interview between our Lord and the 
heavenly embassy is brought to a close. The glorified mes- 
sengers are about to take their departure. But the dis- 
cqiles wished to have it otherwise, and would gladly have 
pR^onged the blessed season. In their name, Peter, for- 
getting all but the rapture of the moment, earnestly ex- 
claimed, " Lord, it is good for us to be here ; if thou wilt, 
let ns make here three tabernacles ; one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elias.** 

Peter has been sev#«ly censured by many writers and 
commentators for this exclamation, as yielding to selfish 
enjoyment, and forgetting the progress of his Master^s 
kingdom. But these chaiges appear to have no better 
foundation than the suspicion of the aged Eli, which was 
exdted by the pious fervour of Hannah. We regard them 
as quite groundless, for his request must have proceeded 
from the purest motives, and was not the dictate of the 
flesh but of the spirit. Was it not really good to be there ? 
Did not the most spuitual and exalted joy flow there from 
the sight of the King in his beauty ? The unveiled face of 
Immanuel was there; in beholding which even the inhabi- 
tants of heaven find their supreme delight. Never had 
-their Lord*s condescension to the guilty shone in so over- 
powering a light. Never had such deep views of the glory 
of the Son, and the grace of the Father that sent him, been 
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vouchsafed them before; and can we wonder that their 
Bools satisfied with the likeness of the Godhead, foigot all 
else in heaven and on earth ? Sorely it was not a. subjeot 
of blame, but of pnuse ; not a spiritual defect, but a h^ 
spiritual attainment, that they found in the enjoyment ot 
this close communion with Gtod the end of all their denrei 
and wishes, and could say, with the devout Asaph, '' Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon all the 
earth that I desire besides thee.*' 

Tbere is a certain overvaluing of religious frames and 
feelings, against wliich it is right for a faithful minister to 
warn his hearers. If they build their confidence, not upon 
the Jlock, Christ, but upon the treacherous and shifUng 
ground of their own rapturous experiences of communion 
with Christ, then we must tell them that their foundation 
rests upon the sand ; and so far from condoling with them 
when the blasts of trial and temptation sweep their jo^s 
and transports away, we shall rejoice if such a lesson teaches 
them to seek a firmer bsisis in the work of Christ out of 
themselves, and to draw all their spiritual happiness and 
security before God from that source alone. There is, how- 
ever, a rejoicing in the Lord which has no such danger, and 
which it is at once a duty and a privilege to cherish always. 
It springs from the believing contemplation and appropria- 
tion of the Saviour^s perfect work as Mediator. The dignity 
of his person, the sufficiency of his atonement, the glory of 
his righteousness, the freeness of his gospel, the grace of his 
Spirit, the blessedness of eternal life with him, when seen 
by the eye of faith, and laid hold of by the hand of fiuth, 
may well produce a joy to which all other joy is as nothing, 
and which is the very strength of the renewed soul for con- 
flict, the very breath of the life of heaven. blessed life, 
in such a vision of the great High Priest I The dust of earth 
is shaken off; the soul is changed by it from glory to glory, 
and the righteousness of justification and sanctification are 
blended into one. Sin is as it were ** cast out as the mire in 
the streets." The soul is raised above all the thoughts and 
desires of nature to an unworldly and godlike strain. The 



EUJAH TUB TISHBITIS. 415 

/heart is all zeal for the glory of its Lord. Time and sense 
haTe lost their charms; and all the arrows of temptatioa are 
connted as straw and stuhble. The baits of lost are now 
regarded with a recoiling horror ; the lighter fascinations of 
pleasore put away from us with a pitying smile. Are we 
by nature proud ? we now lie low at the feet of Jesus ; are 
we cold and selfish ? we could now embrace the world in 
the arms of a true and active charity. A mighty sun has 
drawn us up into its sphere, and keeps us there ; and now 
the gladness of light is in our souls, and all the virtues, like 
seasons, follow their glorious round. 

'' Lord, it is good to be here.** For tell me, Where is 
hearen? Is it behind the curtained clouds? beyond the 
stars? Is it where the seraph strikes his golden harp? 
where the ever green palms wave? No, brethren, it is 
where the beloved Scm abides ; where he reveals himself to 
the happy souL This Tabor was at best but a deserted 
height, a gloomy mount^dn summit. But so soon as the 
King of glory revealed himself upon it, there was no hap- 
[ner spot in paradise than this, lonely eminence. Its aged 
firs now waved as the palms of immortality : the sighing 
of the night breeze was as the breath of Sabbatic rest ; the 
stony ground was fair as a pavement of sapphire; and, 
amid the dusky glades, there was spread a peaceful Eden, 
into which the angels of God might have descended as of 
(dd. How needless the question wliere and what heaven 
is, at least in the minute and anxious way in which many 
pursue it I Christ is my heavenly kingdom ; his presence 
my highest name for joy. " Lord, it is good to be here !^' 
This is the song of the bird that hath found a house, of the 
«¥rallow that hath found a nest ! O how cheerful are the 
words : *' It is good to be here I" Under the Old Testament 
it was, ^ How dreadful is this place.** Now all is more 
tender, more peaceful, more confiding. It expresses calm 
longing, hallowed delight. With this cry the New Testa- 
ment dove drops her weary wing, and alights on the olive- 
tree of gospel peace. With this song the true church floats 
swan-like on the calm and mirrored depths of the sea of 
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grace, and gently breasts its shining waves. Why should 
this langoage of faith be so rare among us? Few of as know 
our true element; fewer still seek to live in it. Neverthelesi 
it abideth true, that there is even here a rest for the people 
of God; and that he that has found it has ceased from 
his own works as God did from his. Happy the man that 
has found this rest. He unbuckles and tlurows aside the 
armour of sinful care, he sits down under his vine and ^- 
tree, where none dare make him a&aid, and writes over the 
tent of his pilgrimage, " Lord, it is good to be here." 

*^ Lord, if thou wilt," continues Peter (and his langaa^ 
shows how much the glory of his master had repressed his 
usual forwardness), ^4et us make here three tabernacles." 
But for whom ? *' one for thee, and one for Moses, and one 
for Elias." He would then have had these dtizens of hea- 
ven give up the hope of return to paradise. This was a 
hard thing to ask. And yet he was right in taking it for 
granted that Moses and Elias would gladly have staid at the 
desire of Jesus, wherever he was. And it was a still fiiirer 
feature of character, that he desired to build not four or six 
tabernacles, but only three; as much as to say, " We are 
willing to stand at a distance and listen." The question, 
"Who should sit on his right hand and who on his left in 
his kingdom," had no place here. When we have a clear 
sight of the glory of Christ, our own pride is laid in the 
dust. Or perhaps they thought of shmng with Jesus the 
tabernacle which he should occupy as they could ventorB 
there so much more readily than into the others. And if 
it were so, how deeply true is this to the feelings of all the 
children of God. A faithful man of God, well known to 
you all, said, in his last moments, that the thought of ha^' 
ing to pass, as he entered heaven, through all the biigbt 
ranks of angels and glorified spirits, almost made him afraid; 
but upon recollecting that he should come at once to his 
Saviour, his heart was again at ease, and he could depart 
with joy. 

You are aware that no tabernacles were actually built on 
the holy mount. The shades of night soon closed over the 
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scene, and left the disciples nothing but the remembrance 
of its exceeding glory. The com of wheat was first to die, 
ere it could bring forth fruit. They were to teU the vision 
to no man tOl the Son of Man were risen from the dead. 
The tabernacle, for whose delightful shade Peter thus longed, 
could only be erected above the cross. Now, however, this 
holy tabernacle is erected In this vale of tears. It is a 
temple, wondrous, glorious,, and without paralleL Its pillars 
embrace a world. Its roof rises above the stars. Its walls 
are impregnable as Omnipotence. Heaven and earth may 
be shaken; but its foundations stand and cannot be moved. 
The natural eye sees it not. The glorious building is visible 
only to the eye of faith. This temple is the holy catholic 
church of Christ, in which no man believes but he who is 
within its portal. The light falls into this temple from 
above. Here we no longer grope in the dark, but walk in 
the light of the seven-branched candlestick, and *' know the 
troth.'* The deepest questions have been answered in this 
heavenly oracle. Here it is asked no more, " Wherewith 
shall I come before the Lord ?'* For all know of a sacri- 
fice that hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
Here is no longer room for the lamentation of Cain, ^* Mine 
iniquity is greater than it may be forgiven.** For here it is 
said, '' where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.*' 
Here is no longer ground for thd entreaty, " Let not God 
speak with us, lest we die.** For all have learned exultingly 
to cry, '' Abba, Father !** and to cast themselves into the 
arms of the Eternal, as dear children. The robe which 
every one here wears is a robe of righteousness. The bread 
which is here broken to all, is a peace of God that passeth. 
all understanding. The wine, of which all are partakers, is 
a joy which the world cannot give or take away. The air 
whidi is breathed here, is the air of paradise. The incense 
of prayer which is here kindled, rises through the clouds, a 
smell of a sweet savour to the Lord. The songs which re- 
sound here, have all one burthen, " I obtained mercy ; ** and 
the commission of all who minister is, " Comfort ye, com- 
fort ye, my people.** 

27 
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*^ If the lines are fallen in pleasant places ^ to any one 
ander the sun, it is to him who dwells in this spiritual ta- 
bernacle. happy brother, whoever thou art, and how poor 
soever thy early dwelling thou needest not envy monarchs 
on their thrones, or the renowned of the earth, as they pass 
under arches of triumph to halls of honour 1 Verily, thy 
abode is glorious, resting as thou dost, under the shadow of 
the Almighty, and adorned, as thou art, with the fulness of 
his royal treasures. Thou sleepest behind walls where no 
arrow of the king of terrors can harm thee, and no light- 
ning of vengeance smite thee more. Though poor thy 
chamber, the sunshine of Eternal love disdains not to enter 
it ; and soon after a little more of earth's darkness and storm, 
thou shalt exchange it for a mansion on high, amid the rest 
that " remaineth for the people of God.*' 

Who is it that opens for us this tabernacle of peace ? He 
only who bears the key of David. He only, on whom, as 
on an eternal rock, this *' house of the living God *' is found- 
ed. Still he stands at the gate and is ready to open it to 
all. 0, fall at his feet, ^nd supplicate to enter in 1 Yea, 
rise not up till he has opened to thee the door of his king- 
dom, and thou canst rejoice in him, as, '' He that openeth, 
and no man shutteth ; and that shutteth, and no man open- 
eth.*' Amen. 



XL-THE SHECHINAH. 

''I AM desolate,** complains the royal Psalmist. Fsal. 
XXV. 16. Here he spoke truth ; but not the whole truth. 
He was right as to feeling ; but feelings may deceive tu. 
The Lord was still with him, behind the veil. 

'^ I am desolate," is a complaint that is more frequently 
heard in the tabernacles of the righteous than any other. 
But it ought not to be hastily uttered. For consider, that 
this is to accuse the faithfulness of Him who hath said, *' I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee ;" and again, " Lo, 1 
am with you always, to the end of the world." These are 
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the words of the Alpha and Omega, the faitliful and the true 
Witness, who will abide with ns for ever. 

Many exchum, in reference to God*s dealings with them 
in providence, " I am desolate." Well, if it were so, and 
that the Lord led thee by a way in which thou wert quite 
alone, would that be a misfortune? If he does but lead us, 
our way is safe and right. Shall the clay say unto the potter, 
^ What doest thou ?'* And yet I believe that, even in this 
iense, no one can say with truth, '' I am desolate or alone." 
0, there are many that travel the same road ; only we do 
not know of it. Look into the Scriptures. There, at least, 
yon will undoubtedly find some one whose experience is a 
fidthful mirror of your own. And how comfortable is this 
companionship of trial of some one of the saints of God ; for 
the idea that we are quite alone overcasts our joy and 
weakens our faith. 

^ I am alone," thinks many a one, in looking at his faith. 
"I believe things which millions reject as foolishness, a 
Trinity in Unity, an Incarnation of the Godhead, a true 
atonement for sin." And then the doubt immediately sug- 
gests itself, *' Am I in the right, and so many others in the 
wrong ?" Yes ; be assured you are of the truth, and all the 
rest blind by error. But are you alone ? No, you are not 
alone. Bead the pages of history, and what do you there 
behold? Assemblies of the saints converted into scenes of 
massacre ; pulpits stained with blood ; martyrs proclauning 
on the scaffold, '' God was manifest in the flesh ;" and cry- 
ing out at the stake, " None but Christ ;" and, in gloomy 
dungeons, the prisoners of the gospel, singing to Him that 
lay in the manger, while tyrants and bloody priests, and 
arch-heretics, and ministers of torture, and all the hell- 
hounds of persecution, have had to confess that the Word 
of the Incarnate God was also the power of God to all that 
believed it, and a breastplate of defence which the shafts of 
death could not pierce. Is this true, and art thou still alone 
in thy faith? And rest assured of this, besides, that the 
number of those who have enlisted under the same banner 
with thee in the present day, is not so small as thy despond- 
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ing heart would often make it. And even were it so, is the 
generation of mortals that now surround thee, the world? 
Lift up thine eyes on high I Behold " ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands, standing before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb.*' Listen to the hallelujahs 
of the ** great multitude, which no man can number,^ Lo, 
these are the companions of thy faith, thy brethren in heart, 
who stand on thy side and join in thy song of triumph, 
'^ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain !" 

But though all these songs above were hushed, and thou 
Btoodest with thy faith alone m the world, what then ? The 
word which thou boldest fast is confirmed, attested, sealed, 
as nothing else is. All that is most glorious and &ir in the 
history of man, — ^thou findest it where this word has sound- 
ed and found entrance. Thou seest but one golden thread 
running through the dark history of our race ; and mark I 
it follows closely the track of this word. There only where 
the message in which thou hast trusted has found open 
hearts, dost thou find the growth of virtues, which are no 
specious show, but shine all the fairer the more strictly they 
are brought to the test. There only is the reign of love — 
there only the abode of peace. There only does the stream- 
ing eye look upwards from the depths of affliction ; there 
only is the sigli of unworldly longing heard, that knows no 
fear of death, '* I have a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ." 

And even should this seal, too, be hid from thy sight, the 
word of faith, the gospel of thy salvation, would loose 
nothing of its infallible certainty. Thou hast greater wit- 
ness far than this. The present lecture will bring this deepest 
ground of evidence fully into view. 

MATTHEW xviL ft. 

** Whfle he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud oyershadowed them; and be- 
hold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloTed Son, in whoa 
1 am well pleased; hear ye him.** 

A new wonder is presented to us on the holy mount; 
the most sublime part of the transfiguration scene. Let 
as collect our thoughts, in order, calmly and devoutly^ to 
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consider, I. The bright cloud. IT. The voice out of the 
eloud. 

I. ** While Peter yet fipakp, behold a bright cloud orer- 
shadowed them.** This bright cloud had an important and 
sublime meamng. It is the Shechinah ; the dwelling-place 
of the Ancient of days ; the coyering of Him " who walk- 
eth upon the wings of the wind, and the clouds are the dust 
of his feet." The common sign of Jehovah^s presence, in 
the days of the Old Testament, was a cloud. In the time 
of Moses, a cloud, rising like a pillar towards heaven, form- 
ed the habitation in which he marohed before his people of 
Israel through the wilderness. In a cloud he clothed the 
manifestation of his glory on Sinai. In the symbol of s 
doud he rested over the mercy-eeat in the tabernacle, and 
there received the blood of atonement, and dispensed his 
sacred oracles. At the dedication of Solomon^s temple, " s 
cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could 
not stand to minister by reason of the cloud ; for the glory 
of the Lord had filled the house. Then said Solomon, The 
Lord hath said that he would dwell in the thick darkness.*' 
Now, what did all this indicate but the awful majesty of 
Jehovah, and his distance from sinful men ? What was it 
but a warning, " Stand afar off: for no one can look on my 
fiuse and live.** But a cloud different from that of the law 
18 here. It is attended by no storm and tempest ; it comes 
not as a chariot of war, with rolling thunder and flames of 
fire. It sinks still and noiseless, as if borne on gentle winds 
upon the summit of the mountain. It is not dark or lurid ; 
but radiant, as if the sun shone behind it ; and bordered with 
light, as of the dayspring from on high. It announces tlie 
dawn of a new economy ; and hangs like another rainbow of 
promise, a sign of a better covenant. And yet it shines 
with a borrowed light, which radiates like every symbol of 
mercy firom the mount of Calvary. 

Moses and Elias enter with Jesus into the cloud, calm and 
joyful as into a presence chamber, or as into a Father's 
house. How far from the ancient leader of Israel is now 
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the language, ^* I exceedingly fear and quake,** with which 
he once drew near to the thick darkness in which God 
dwelt : Nor does Elias now cover his face as upon Horeb. 
Both of them have become strong to bear the near presence 
of the Eternal. They are so in Him who accompanies them, 
and who took them under the shadow of his wings. 

IT. ** A bright cloud overshadowed them,** and, " behold 1** 
says the evangelist with growing wonder ; for a new reve- 
lation is at hand, the sublimest moment is come. The 
heavenly messengers are with Jesus within the cloud, as in 
a sanctuary. The disciples, amazed at their own solitude, 
stand without. And now, to complete their astonishment, 
a voice is heard. It is not from heaven or from a distant 
height, but from the overshadowing cloud, and it speaks, 
*' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear 
ye him.** It is the voice of Him " who is enthroned above 
the cherubim, and who clothed himself with light as with a 
garment.** It is the voice of the everlasting Father. He, 
of whom are all things. Veils his majesty in a gracious cloud, 
clothes his almighty voice in human language, and in his 
own person testifies, in mortal hearing, of the Son of his 
love. When saw ever the earth a greater wonder of glory 
and of grace ? the blessed realities of the holy mount I 
The visible presence of the Majesty of the invisible world 
in this dark valley of death : the sensible revelation of the 
King of glory to the children of the dust 1 

This testimony on the holy mount is unspeakably pre- 
cious and rich in meaning. First, it comprehends in a very 
few words the sum of the Old Testament, which is yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus. For the three parts of this divine 
proclamation embrace the three classes of Old Testament 
writings. " This is my Son,** as from the book of Psalms, 
" Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee ;** the ad 
dition, " in whom I am well pleased,** is out of the prophets 
namely, Isaiah xlii. The words, " hear ye him,** you will 
find in the writings of Moses, " The Lord thy God will nuse 
up unto thee a prophet of thy brethren like unto me : unto 
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him je duill heazken.** Dent, xviii. 15. There is, moreoYer, 
in tliese words a reference to the three offices of onr Lord. 
*^Tbaa is my Son,** brings before ns Christ as a King. '* In 
whom I am well pleased," points him out as the Mediator 
and High Priest, in whom Gh>d reconciles the world unto 
himaftlf- « Hear ye him,** represents him to ns as that Pro- 
phet to whom we must hearken, finally, this testimony 
throws hf^ on the different relations of the Redeemer. 
What he is ^ nature and in himaeff, we leam from the voice. 
" This 10 my Son.** What he is /or U8, is taught in the 
words, "In whom I am well pleased;** and what he is «r» tM, 
is implied in the command, ^* Hear ye him.** So full of 
meaning is this divine sentence; nay, who is able to exhaust 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge which lie hid 
therein? 

We already know the intention of this great testimony of 
the Father. Doubtless, its first reference was to the five 
witnesses of the transfiguration, before whom, as representa- 
tives of the visible and invisible church, the God-Man Christ 
Jesns was here solemnly proclaimed the priestly Head of the 
new kingdom; and dominion over all things, and especially 
over the church, purchased with his own blood, was for- 
mally consigned and ratified to Him by the Father. We 
know, moreover, that the declaration before us, like that at 
Jordan, had a reference also to the Saviour himself, and was 
designed to prepare and strengthen him for his approaching 
sufferings. We think we can perceive, that after each great 
testimony of this kind, a new pow^r appears in the Saviour, 
a new grace in his discourses, a new ardour in his words and 
actions, and an exalted fitness for conflict and victory. Yes, 
in his human nature, he increased in strength like his people, 
and drew it firom the same inexhaustible fulness of the Spirit. 

*^' This is my beloved Son.*' Thus speaks the Father, and 
the eyes of aU angels and glorified saints attend the signaL 
The Father calls him his Son, in that peculiai and un£Eithom- 
able sense, in which no one else in heaven or in earth may 
receive the name. By this appellation he raises him above 
all creatures; and shows him to be one in nature with hira- 
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self. He declares him to be the brightness of his own gloiy, 
imd the express image of his person. He presents him to 
ns, as his own equal in power and glory, '' in whom dwdt 
all the fuhiess of the Godhead bodily;** Him ^ who had life 
in himself,** and whom all might jnstly honour, ^ even as 
they honour the Father.** Happy are we to find our fiutb 
in the deity of Christ thus supported, on the immoreablp 
pillar of an immediate testimony from the ''Excellent GHory.** 
For every thing depends on the certainty of this artide of 
our futh, ** God manifest in the flesh.** The whole Chris- 
tian e^ce stands or falls with this doctrine. 

You know Paul calls this mystery '* incontroTertibly 
great,** and certainly it is so, in whateyer way we conridei 
it. It is great in its amazing contents, ''Gk>d in man.** 
Great in its mighty achievements, it has broken down t 
thousand strongnolds of Satan, and prevailed over the gates 
of hell. Great, by its unexampled operation, it plants a new 
creation amid the old. Ghreat, by its continued divine power, 
it daily delivers fresh victims from the mouth of the Hon. 
Great, in the majestic promise which is connected with it, 
for to this mystery every knee shall bow. But great above 
all other greatness lA this mystery of godliness, on account 
of the glorious new facts and truths which it presents in 
itself to the eye of faith. For what is it I see in the light 
of this truth, ^ God manifest in the flesh !^* I see heaven 
opened, and the names of poor sinners written upon its man- 
sions of bliss. I see this earth that was once anathema, s 
seat of the curse; and now it is a residence of the glory of 
God, a scene of the greatest wonders of his love. I see s 
race of mortals allied, by brotheriiood with Christ, to the 
eternal God. I find a G^kI so near and apprehensible, that 
I can see him with my eyes, and handle him with these 
hands of mine. I see a Father's heart disclosed, of whose 
depths of mercy I had before no conception, and perceive a 
partaker of humanity upon the throne of the universe, who 
is not ashamed to cdl us brethren, while the angels are but 
his ministers. The apostle calls this mystery of God " mani- 
fest in the flesh," " the pillar and ground of the truth." He 
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means to teach, that without this article of fiuth, there is no 
gospel at alL The whole light and comfort of our religion 
rests on the basis of this truth. Deny that the roan Cluriet 
Jesus is God, and you have trampled the gospel under foot, 
and reduced it to an empty and broken shell. The light of 
every cardinal point of faith is extinguished, and the tree of 
life is stripped of its leaves which are for the healing of the 
nations. There is an end to atonement, sactifice for sin, 
merit to cover the guilt of man; for the blood of a mere 
creature, though the most glorious of all, has no virtue as a 
ransom for sin. Then Christ 1ms but suffered for himself, 
triumphed for himself, wrought out a righteousness for him- 
self ; as a creature, and nothing more, he could not stand in 
the breach for a guilty world. No more can it be said, that 
lie has abolished death, triumphed over hell, bruised the 
scrpent^s head; the precious doctrine of justification is now 
an idle dream, since the righteousness of Christ can be im- 
puted to me, only upon condition that it was the righteous- 
ness of a perfect man, who was at the same time very Grod, 
and thus not subject in his own person to the law. Call 
him, if you will, the most exalted of teachers, — his wisdom 
will not reconcile me to God ; call him the noblest of Uiar- 
tyrs, his sufferings did not remove the guilt of my sin; call 
him the most glorious of super angelic spirits, he was under 
law to God as a creature, and his merits could not cover the 
transgressions of a world. The edifice of my hope is still 
in ruins; and, rather than preach a false hope to others, I 
should leave this place of teaching, and let who would preach 
another gospel in my stead. Justly does the apostle John 
set it down as the essential mark of one who is in the truth, 
*' That he confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.*^ 
Whosoever denies and opposes this article of the deity of 
Christ, has ceased to belong to the church of Christ. He 
has become its enemy; and as he is a partaker with anti- 
christ in his sins, so shall he be in his plagues. 

The Father caJls the Lord Jesus " his beloved Son.** But 
who can fathom the depth of this expression, '' my beloved 
Son.** This is a suhiect beyond our range, as wluit'^T^^al^ 
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love^ is no measure for divine affection. And did we know 
the mutual love of glorified spirits, and of the highest sera- 
phim, still this love of the Father would remain incompre- 
hensible. Sooner may you learn from a drop of water the 
immensity of the ocean, or from a glimmering ray through 
the chink of a dungeon the form and magnitude of the sun 1 
And this beloved Son he spared not for thee and me I Can 
you now see some glimpse of the meaning of the so in John 
iii. 16, where it is said, that '^ Grod so loved the world, that 
he gave his only b^otten Son.*' Before this extent of love, 
all heaven is equally confounded with thee; and the highest 
angel is forced to exclaim, " unfathomable depth I** 

And who is it to whom the voice of the Father thus bears 
testimony? Is it not to Him, who, as the second Adam, 
stands as our representative and surety before Grod? And 
BO this amazing depth of love is conveyed by this new and 
living channel to our souls also ; and whoever abides in him, 
and keeps his commandments, abides in this love : even as 
the Son has kept the Father's commandments, and abides in 
his love. 

The solemn declaration, " Tliis is my beloved Son," is 
followed by the important testimony, *' in whom I am well 
pleased.'' In these words, the Father declares him to be the 
object of his complacential love, as his own Eternal Son, the 
reflection of his own glory, and the possessor of his own 
adorable perfections. Still more distinctly, however, was 
this testimony borne to the Son as Mediator ; and to that 
work which in the likeness of sinful flesh he was to accom- 
plish, when he " finished transgression, and made an end of 
sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness." And as this 
glorious work was not for himself, but for those of whom he 
said, " For their sakes I sanctify myself;" the divine testi- 
mony of approbation is extended in Christ to all his people. 
Hence this glory of the transfiguration becomes our own, if 
we are " in the Son" and " keep his commandments ;" for 
his righteousness is then ours ; and of us individually it may 
be said, as of the First-bom among many brethren, " This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
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" Hear je him,** is the end of this glorious proclamation 
fnm the doad* Christ is the Truth, as well as the Way 
and the Ldfe. Had he not come as a teacher into this igno- 
rant and darkened world, what should we ever have known 
that was most worth knowing in heaven and on earth ? We 
shonld have been like poor forsaken orphans, growing up in 
the depths of a forest solitude, and neither knowing who or 
where they were, or what was to become of them. We 
shoold have been fodom wanderers in the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, rcdsmg many a sad cry only to be returned by 
the dull echo without an answer. No prophet should then 
have carried a torch before us ; but we should have been 
led astray by every ignis fcUuus of delusive hope. No apos- 
tle could have showed us the path of life. For what are 
Moses, Isaiah, Daniel, and all the seers of old, but dark orbs, 
shining by the reflected brightness of the Light of the 
World ? And what the apostles but humble satellites, which 
borrowed all their rays from a Central Sun ? No doubt the 
siJEe was not alike in all, nor the power of receiving light. 
Some were, so to spe^, moons in their first quarter, and 
others with half-enlightened phase, and others in full-orbed 
splendour. But all were but secondary luminaries, and the 
one light was the Sun of Righteousness, around whom they 
all revolved. 

^ Hear ye him.'* It is a melancholy light which the need 
of such an admonition casts on our present moral condition. 
Think only, that to a race of beings that know not their 
right hand from their lefit, and who are wrapped in the night 
of death, a Person is sent who is as much at home beyond 
the stars as on this side of them, and who confirms his mis- 
sion from above by proofs sufi^cient to astonish heaven and 
earth. Now, after this incomparably greatest of messen- 
gers has proved himself before all the world, by a long series 
of signs and wonders and mightv deeds, to bear the signa- 
ture of the God of Truth, he addresses the children of dark- 
ness, " I will unvail to you heaven and hell ; I will explain 
to you the mystery of your existence ; I will teach you the 
true nature of God and man : I will unfold to you the re- 
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motest past, and the most distant future. I wOl show yon 
the way of peace, and direct you to the open gate of a new 
paradise.*^ Should we not expect that the whole world 
would gather round this Teacher ; and that, without any 
direct voice from hearen, the whole race of Adam should 
sit like Mary at his feet, or be ready with the language 
of Samuel, *^ Speak, Lord, for thy servant heaneth.** But 
how very different is the fact! Nay, there has been no 
lack of docile pupils at the feet of seducing teachers, false 
prophets, and vain babblers ; while in the church of the 
great Dayspring from on high, there has always been room 
to spare, up to the present hour. Not as if the evil lay in 
the want of evidence for his doctrine 1 it lies in the unspeak- 
able depravity of the human heart. Not as though the 
gospel did not meet the necessity of human nature I It lies 
in this, that the deluded sinner neither knows nor cares to 
know his own most urgent necessities. Nor is it that the 
gospel is impossible to be understood ; for in all that is 
essential it may be comprehended by a child. It lies in the 
opposition which it makes to the sinful desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, which " love the darkness, rather than the 
light, because their deeds are evil.*' Neither is it that the 
Saviour imposes too heavy a yoke on man ; for his yoke is 
easy and his burden is light. But the apostate creature, in 
its rebellion and pride, will not hear of any yoke at all ; but 
only believe and practice what agrees with its own corrupted 
will. Is it then the fault of the light that it shineth in dark- 
ness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not ? 

" Hear ye him.** How important and pregnant a testi< 
mony is this to the whole of the New Testament revelation, 
on every part of which it stamps the seal of infallibility I 
Every word, therefore, that proceeded out of the mouth of 
Jesus must be read by us as if we still heard the voice from 
the cloud sounding in our ears. When the Saviour says, 
" "Without me, ye can do nothing ;'* and testifies, " I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me ;*' when ho promises eternal life to those 
who believe on his name« and threatens the unbelieving with 
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be wrath of Gk>d, and with an onquenchable fire prepared 
or the devfl and hu angels ; foiget not the voice of Majesty 
ivhich still echoes firom heaven, ** Hear ye him.** He then 
who refbses to hear the Son, refuses to hear the Father, and 
makes Qod a liar. But he ^ that hath received the testimony 
of Jesoa, hath set to bis seal that God is tme," John iiL 83. 
But ¥diat kind of hearing is it, which the Father here en- 
joins? It Is the hearing of tme and cordial £uth; the most 
entire iwrender of the heart and conscience to Jesus. For 
it stands for ever tme, " He that believeth on the Son hath 
everiastinglife ; and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.** These 
words rise a dark cloud over our heads, firom which, indeed, 
there descends the genial rain and dew of heaven, but from 
which there also bursts the lightning and the thunder. Ah, 
my friends, it Is no easy matter to establish our hearts in 
the troth of this word of Scripture, if we look it full in the 
fiMse, and fed its piercing energy I Only think, there is a 
Uoody cross, able to reconcile the whole world to God ; and 
yet those only are reconciled who believe. The sacrince of 
the Redeemer extends immeasurably wide, and is sufficient 
to blot out the sins of aU sinners of our race ; and yet he 
who is not clothed with Christ*s righteousness abideth in 
death and perishes in his sins. And what is the number of 
those who are thus united to the Saviour ? Only one here 
and there; while of the crowds of the unbelieving there is no 
nomber. Think of the millions of heathens, who have never 
heard the name of Jesus, much less believed in it ; and 1 
how awful is the view of the truth, " He that believeth not 
shall he damned.** Think of the many thousands of nomi- 
nal Christians who leave this world of trial and opportunity 
with no better trust than in their own righteousness ; and 
O I how sadly does the truth sound, ** He that believeth not 
shall be damned.** We think of dear friends whose natural 
vutues are great, and to whom our hearts are bound in ten- 
der affection. But one thing they lack; they have not 
fiuth ; they are not members of Christ. Alas 1 who can 
look upon them, and bear the thought, " The wrath of God 
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abideth on them T* 0, to sUuid by their dying beds, and M 
the emotions of nature, and love, and gratitude, aU striying 
against this doctrine of the word of God — ^this is agony I 
But the word of Gt>d cannot pass away, " Let God be trae ; 
but every man a liar.*' The Scripture reiterates its solemn 
alternative, and takes no account of other conditions of par- 
don and safety. ** He that believeth, — ^he that believeth, — 
shall be saved," is its sole and emphatic doctrine ; and we 
must crucify every feeling of our nature that opposes the 
will of Him, who may justly condemn all to destruction, 
snd who knows what are the best terms on which to offer 
and bestow his own free mercy. And, 0, let this teach us 
the more deeply, brethren, that one thing is needful; and 
though we shoidd want all else, that we must have faith in 
Christ, or we are undone for ever I There is only this com- 
mand given us from the cloud, " Hear ye him ;" but it in- 
cludes all others ; and without obedience to it, no self -chosen 
services of ours will save our souls from death. ** This is 
his commandment,** says the apostle John, " that we believe 
on him whom he hath sent, Jesus Christ.** 

So much, my brethren, by way of explanation of this 
most copious and deeply interesting passage. We find the 
apostles themselves referring to this important testimony 
of the Father to his Son, as one of the most powerful ar- 
guments of the truth of their doctrine. " We have not 
followed,** says Peter, " cunningly devised &bles, when we 
made known unto you the power and the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty. 
For he received from God the Father honour and glory, 
when there came such a voice to him from the excellent 
glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.** 
Let this testimony, then, remain ever present to our faith. 
If you are looking for a pole-star, by which to guide your 
course amid the innumerable errors of the present unbeliev- 
ing age, it shines on you from this testimony. Before this 
heavenly voice, all the clouds of doubt shall be chased 
a^'ay; all the barriers of infidelity shall be levelled, like the 
walls of Jericho, in the dust. 
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" There are,** says Pascal, '' two sorts of persons that de- 
serve the name of men of onderstanding. Those who serve 
God witk their whole heart, becanse they know him ; and 
those who, because they know him not, seek him with their 
whole heart.'* He adds, '' There are in the world, tried by 
a spiritual standard, three sorts of persons. The first servo 
God; they have fomid him: the second seek God; they 
have not yet found him: the third live without either serv- 
ii^ or secAdng him. The first sort are wise and happy; the 
last sort are unhappy and fooHsh; the second are wise, but 
not yet happy.** ''He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." 
Amen. 



XIL-JESUS ONLY. 



There are, through the mercy of God, many among us, my 
brethren, who bear in their own hearts the joyful assurance 
that they believe the gospel. We bless them in the name 
of the Lord ! For, though faith be not the ground of hope, 
— which must be something without us, — ^it is the most 
characteristic mark oi the children of God, the star and 
breast-plate of those who are kings and priests unto God. 
But how few there are among believers who know, in any 
just and comprehensive sense, in whom they have believed I 
This is much to be lamented; for the structure of their hope 
thus wants one of its strongest pillars. 

Alas I it is not in the world only, but often in the midst 
of his own family, that the Saviour is comparatively un- 
known. That he is the Saviour is indeed confessed by all ; 
and that is a great and decisive step. But from how great 
an extent of evils he delivers them, and by how glorious a 
system of means, many have no idea, far less a thorough 
knowledge and persuasion. 

Many are the spiritual revolutions through which the 
Lord leads his people, ere they arrive at the height of per- 
fect knowledge of Qirist. Their knowledge grows with 
their necessities : the more the soul wants, the more does it 
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discover in its Redeemer. And thus, at each new advance 
in knowledge, there foUows a bound of progress in the spi- 
ritual life . The brighter the beam of the Bun of lUghteous- 
ness above us, the fiurer the expansion of the divine natnre 
within us. 

We find a deep expression in the mouth of the patriarch 
Job. In the midst of his sore trial of £Euth, we see him 
eagerly recurring to the glory of his days of prosperity, and 
rejoicing in the testimony of his conscience that he had 
walked before the Lord in the integrity of his heart. In this 
review we find him using the following striking language, 
'' Then I said, I shall die in my nest, I shall multiply my 
days like the sandJ*^ The word translated sand more pro- 
perly denotes that fabled bird, the pJumnx, which was so 
often used in the East as a symbol of wisdom and moral 
truth. This bird was supposed to be immortal, and to rise 
from its own ashes and those of its nest in renewed youth 
and beauty. Thus Job points to an ascending scale, a con- 
stant progression of life and happiness. 

Now this figure of the patriarchs outward estate is a strik- 
ing image of the spiritual course of every true believer. By 
nature he is the depraved child of a depraved race; alienated 
from the life of God, and sunk in actual sinfulness. He knows 
not Christ ; for he has no need of his salvation. His cry is 
Peace ! Peace I when there is no peace. Thus false ideas 
of God, and of himself, form the "nest" in which he thinks 
to die. But before he is aware, this refuge of lies is set on 
fire by the Hghtnings of divine justice and the flames of an 
awakened conscience. And now, under some sense of the 
evil of sin, and the necessity of a Saviour, but with a mis- 
taken idea that he can only be saved by Christ upon condi- 
tion of his own sincere obedience, he sets about building 
together a new nest out of his own righteousness, which is 
no better than the former place of shelter. But firom this 
refuge of lies he is also driven. He learns, by the grace of 
God, the vanity of his own efforts and resolutions ; and in 
the fire of a deeper self-knowledge and contrition, this false 
Sihelter is also burnt up. And now a new man comes forth 
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fit>m the aslies of the old, rejoicing in the finished work of 
Another, aod exercising that &ith in iiim which is the vAe 
means of enjoying his precions merits. But soon this £uth 
becomes itself the ground of his confidence ; and he has 
baQt, ont of his own believing firames and experiences, an- 
other nest, which mnst, like the former, be reduced to ashes. 
And so his fiuth k assailed and OTorthrown by temptation; 
and his assurance of its existence utterly lost. He seeks 
rest in this and that false expedient ; but seeks it in vain. 
At last he makes the glorious discovery, that the ground of 
his hope lies not in his own faith, but in Christ alone; and 
that his finished work is at all times as open to his embrtce 
as a skmer, as it is to his appropriation as a saint. And now 
at last he has found a rare refuge, and his nest is in the 
rock ; of which no fire of divine wrath or condemnix^ oou^ 
science shall dispossess him more. Would that the refuges 
of lies, wfaidi are so common amongst as, were utterly de- 
stroyed by the hail and fire of a general e<mvioti<m ; and 
that die ehurdi of God would rise ever fiurer out of its 
own ashes ; and learn the glorious lesson of sacrificing all 
dse to retain Jesus only! 

MATTHEW XTiLS-8. 

" An4 when ttM diodpleB beard It, they fdl on tiielr fllO^ lad were sore 
afraid. And Jesoe came and touched tiiem, and aald, Ailae, be not afrali. 
And when they had lifted up their eyea» thoy law m man, lave Jeana only.** 

Once more, and for the last time, we meet around the 
glorious scene on Tabor ; and our hearts may well be sad- 
dened, as around the grave of a dear friend. For, through 
the power of faith to recall the dead to life, the Tishbite 
has become to us as one with whom we had lived for days 
and years in confiding intercourse. This^ my friends, is the 
right use of imagination in the solemn matters of religion ; 
it is to revoke what is fairest in the past, and to minister to 
fiuth in restoring it to us in tlie freshness of life. Hence- 
forth the history of Elijah loses itself in that of One un- 
speakably greater than he ; and he disappears a second time 
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from the earth and entirely from the page of histoty. "When 
he shall come agaui, the earth shall shine in heavenly glo« 
rification, as a '' Bride adorned for her hnsband ;*' and all 
her countless hills and mountains shall be as Tabor. It 
remains for us to consider, L The impression which the 
voice out of the cloud made on the thred disdples; 11. 
The relief which Jesus gave to their minds ; and, IIL The 
important change in their position after the miracle of 
transfiguration. 

I. The solemnity and grandeur of the scene of transfigu- 
ration reached their height at the moment when the cloud 
overshadowed our Lord, and the glorious testimony of the 
Father was heard from the midst of it, ^' This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him.*^ Up to this 
moment, the disciples had felt unspeakably blessed on the 
mount. But no sooner is their Lord and Master, under 
whose wing they had hitherto felt secure, enveloped in the 
cloud, and the voice from the excellent glory heard, not from 
some distant heaven, but at their very side, than thdr joy is 
at an end, and their rapture is changed into fear and awe. 
They fall on their faces as if thunderstruck, and are '' sore 
afraid.*' Such are the feelings of nature ; so awful is the 
approach of Eternal Majesty to the mind of the sinner. 
" Let not God speak with us,** cried Israel at the foot of 
Sinai, " lest we die. For who is there, of all flesh, that hath 
heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst 
of the fire as we have, and lived ?** ^ When I saw his face/* 
says Daniel, " and heard the voice of his words, there re- 
mained no strength in me, for my comeliness was turned in 
me into corruption, and I sank on my face to the ground.** 
When Isaiah saw the glory of God, he broke forth with the 
cry of amazement and terror. '' Woe is me, for I am un- 
done I for I am i man of unclean lips 1** And even the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved, on beholding the unveiled glory of 
the King of kings, ** fell at his feet as dead ;** and the arm 
of Omnipotence was needed to uphold him from utterly 
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Sinking nuder it. Now, what is the meaning of this over^ 
whelming terror of man in the immediate presence of God. 
Does it not betray the alienation of our nature from God ? 
Yes, its deepest root is our own unbelief. For we are athe- 
ists at heart, and his coming has all the terror of surprise ; 
we are sinners, and suddenly the Judge is at hand. It also 
grows out of our pride. We would fain be something iu 
our own eyes, and in those of others : he unfolds his tran- 
scendent glory, and we sink into nothing. It arises, finally, 
from the very limitation of our sphere of Tision and concep- 
tion. We are accustomed to think chiefly of earthly things, 
and to shadow forth our scanty knowledge of things spiritual 
in poor images borrowed from the material world. Suddenly 
an object forces itself upon us, high as heaven above our 
most exalted conceptions ; and it threatens to burst the nar« 
row chamber of our thought, and to tear the whole fabric of 
our ideas and notions out of its place, and break it to pieces. 
How natural, then, that our first emotion, at the view of the 
nnveiled glories of the Grodhead, should be one of amaze- 
ment and terror 1 

But how could the disciples be so terrified; -since they 
knew the Father, and put their trust in him, and possessed 
m Christ their Head such a fulness of glory, that they might 
easOy have borne the loss of their own. It is true, my 
friends, that if self in them had been annihilated before the 
eternal Majesty, they would have risen up only the more 
glorious in Jesus ; but in a spiritual sense, as well as a cor« 
poreal one, Jesus was now behind the cloud. Their insight 
into his mediation was not yet so great as to enable them to 
stand erect in him before the Ancient of days. The trium- 
phant language of faith, "Who is he that condemneth?** 
with its deep foundation and warrant, was yet far from them. 
And how shall they who have not yet learned the wondrous 
art of beholding and finding themselves in Christ alone, 
stand at last before the presence of the Eternal? The Lord 
God uttereth his voice, and the disciples lie prostrate in the 
dust. How easily can he lay low the strongest of the Bona 
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of the mighty ! It needs but ft word, and the cedar is broken 
— ^Lebanon and Carmel tremble. I often think bow easgQy 
he could change in ft moment the whole moral stftte of ouf 
world. Were hie but to utter from ftbove, in the hearing of 
all men, these words. *' I ftm Alphft ftnd Omega, the Fvxt 
ftnd the Last,'* what ft mighty revolution would it make at 
(»nce on all human theories and opinions ; what a new turn 
would it give to philosophy, to science, and to legislation I 
Every man's view and scheme of life would then be altered ; 
the life itself of many millions totally revolutionized. The 
captive daughter of Zion would be set free ; and the host of 
Satan bound with adamantine chains. Well, this shall one 
day come to pass. *' All the kindreds of the earth,** saith 
the Lrord, " shall wail because of Him.'* But know that 
Grod our Saviour is a God '' that hideth himself;" a God 
who will be found only of those who seek him. The fully 
manifested God comes only to Judgment, 

*' The voice of the Lord," says David, " is powerful ; the 
voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire." This it does 
wherever it reaches the sinner's ear. The voice is here — 
ill this book I It sounds forth amid your cares and your 
pleasures, and your unhallowed engrossment with the pre- 
sent life. But ye perceive it not ; and it passes over you 
without trace or result. But take care, ye that have Bibles 
in your houses, or Bible phrases in your memories I You are 
playing with a dangerous and awful force, that may any day 
explode to your unspeakable consternation. It is an easy 
thing for the Lord, at any moment, so to affect your ear that 
you shall hear, in the words of this book, his own voice, the 
voice of the Infinite Majesty : and hear it as if it came, not 
from a written scroll, but firom the depths of the Eternal 
I'hrone. Then it is more than a prophet of Nazareth that 
tells you, " Except a man be bom again, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God." It is the Lord of the kingdom ; and 
woe unto you, if ye are not " bom agam." Then it is no 
longer the disciple Matthew from whom you receive the 
witness of Tabor, " Hear ye him." It is the Eternal Qod ; 
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and ye are despisers of his Son. and rebels I Then it is no 
more a Jewish lawgiver that threatens jon, '' Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things written in the 
book of the law to do them.*' It is the Judge of all; and 
0, the words are words of thunder: and they strike 
your heart for it is still " hard as the nether millstone 1'* 
Any day, the voice of the Lord may thus surprise you. And 
0, would that it did so ; for how much better to be awaked 
out of the sleep of death, though it be by terror, than to be 
awaked out of it by that voice which all must hear, and 
which utters truly the words of eternal doom. 

That which overpowered the disciples on the mount was, 
however, something more than the voice from the cloud, 
and the unexpected approval of the Divine Majesty. In the 
testimony itself there was something awful, though it did 
not exactly contain any thing new. They had confessed 
Jesus as the Son of the living God, and seen his glory with 
the bodily eye. But upon this confirmation of his sonship 
from the mouth of the Eterual Father, their &ith in him, air 
God manifest in flesh, rose suddenly to a distinctness, and 
clearness, and certainty, that overwhelmed by its awful- 
ness, rather than cheered by its graqe. Do not suppose 
that this is a singular experience of the disciples. The same 
would happen to yourselves in similar circumstances. You 
believe that the Babe of Bethlehem is the Incarnate God. 
Tou believe it ; and your faith of it makes you happy. . But 
you see it only afar off, and through an attempered medium, 
so that your faith only animates your mind without over- 
powering your senses. But let the Lord withdraw the cur- 
tain through which the light of his gospel is so graciously 
softened to our feeble eye,^et him raise your faith to a 
degree of distinctness wMch is all but sight ! and you would 
be overpowered, like that saint of God, who fell, at the 
lively thought of this mystery, in a swoon, and found relief 
in a flood of tears. The same holds true of our faith in the 
crucifixion of the Lord of glory I We know it by faith, and 
it gives us peace and joy; for the stupendous wonder it iii' 



438 ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 

▼olves is seen in a softened light. Did we know it by sight, 
it would utterly crush and overwhelm our faculties. For 
these things are far too great and supernatural, that they 
should be let down to us otherwise than through a veil ; for 
then they would fail of their gracious effect, and the treasure 
would burst the earthen vessels in pieces. 

n. The disciples lie on the ground as dead, and dare not 
lift up their eyes so long as they feel that they are in the 
presence of the Eternal. But their Master agidn approaches 
them ; and by him "^ every valley shall be exalted.** He is 
like a wise master-builder, among fragments and ruins ; a 
compassionate High Priest, who preaches to the spirits in 
prison, and revives in the arms of bis mercy those who have 
been stricken with the thmider of Divine Holiness. 

''And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, 
and be not afraid.** Such was the touch with which hs 
once revived his servant Daniel, and his apostle John ; a 
touch which doubtless imparted supernatural strength and 
confidence to their confounded minds. Thus he showed 
himself in all things the Prince of Life, the Sun of Right- 
eousness with healing in his wings. You remember the 
poor woman mentioned in Matthew ix., and the language 
of her faith, " If 1 may but touch his garment I shall be 
whole.** You know that her confidence was not put to 
shame. And such a touch of Christ, my friends, is the 
only means of healing our spiritual maladies. Do you 
ask how we may still approach him and enjoy this sacred 
contact? It is by faith, by assurance, by devotion, and 
prayer. It cannot be described; but the saints have all 
felt it. It is when their hearts are enlarged and their 
supplications flow forth freely, when the SavioUr*s work is 
clear and glorious to the eye, his communion almost as if it 
were a bodily presence, and the exercise of the soul rather 
a free and living dialogue tlian a formal prayer. It is then 
that we touch the Prince of Life 1 and virtue goes out of 
him and heals all our diseases. 
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III. No sooner had Jesus touched the terrified disciples, 
and spoken these encouraging words, " Arise, and be not 
afndd," than thej are immediatelj loosed from their bonds, 
and a delightful peace again pervades their hearts. *^ And 
when -they had lifted up th^ eyes,*' relates the evangelist, 
'* they saw no man, save Jesus only.'* Moses and Elias 
have returned through the bright cloud to their home be- 
yond the stars, to recount to their companions in gloiy the 
great things they had seen and heard in the holy mount. 
The Ancient of days, having given testimony to the Son of 
his love, dwells, as before, in inaccessible light, and amid 
the praises of seraphim, that, with veiled fiices, surround 
liis throne. The holy angels have resumed their unceasing 
service, and strike their harps to a more lofty strain. The 
divine lustre which rayed forth from the Lord of glory, 
and enlightened the darkness of the night, has retired be- 
hind the veil of Ms servant's form ; all upon the mount is 
once more as at the beginning, dark, solitary, and silent. 
The wind plays in the rustling foliage ; the stars twinkle 
silently through the clouds. But in the heart of this little 
assembly there is a change. The great High Priest, after 
his discourse with the heavenly embassy, looks more calmly 
torward to the bloody baptism that aw^ts him. The glori- 
fied messengers draw near with more of holy boldness to 
the throne of Majesty; and the three disciples — ^how do 
they rejoice, more than ever, in the communion of their 
Lord and Master! Test however brief the moments which, 
in this vale of tears, we are permitted to spend on the 
mount, amid the unveiled glory of our King; they are 
moments which we justly reckon among the best and hap- 
piest of our lives. Though they may only gleam for a 
twinkling upon our darkness^ and sink again in night, they 
are not lost upon us; there remains a blessing from them 
which follows us in our path, a fulness of invisible strength 
which is not soon exhausted, a light that braves the storm, 
and sheds, at least, a genial twilight over the gloom of our 
pilgrimage. 
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« And when the disdples had lifted np their eyes, they 
fsv no man, saye Jwu» oftfy.** A strfldng image this of 
that state of mmd which we call wcmgttxoiA* Would that 
tt were in my power to lead yon all, fttnn the manifold sab- 
Jects of religions contemplation, to snch a nnity as this, and 
to concentrate all yoor scattered thoughts on Jesus 1 So 
long as you hare not attained to this, yoor fidth is imper- 
fect. Ton may be Christians, but yon are not so in the 
fan New Testament sense. Ton must learn to foiget all 
year cares and distresses in Jesns, and to find all your joy 
and comfort in him. Yon mnst learn to look away from 
yourselyes, and to look to the Lamb of Grod, and to him 
only. If the thonght of judgment alarm you, then remem- 
ber that your Judge is also your Surety, and that, in the 
robe of his righteousness, you shall be ''justified finnn all 
things.*' If the sense of remaining sin distress yon, re- 
member that the obedience of the Son of God is your secu- 
rity, and that the grace of his Spirit is all-sufficient. If 
the troubles of life afflict you, look not at the rocks and 
shallows, but to Him only '< who holds the waters in the 
hollow of his hands.** And fear not death ; but r^oice in 
^ life and immortality ;** and, in your last trying hour, look 
to Him only ^ who will show you the path of Ufe,** and who 
hath said, " I will come again and receiye yon to myself 
that where I am there ye may be also.** In all these 
things, let the happy circumstances of the disciples on the 
mount be renewed in your experience. O the blessed and 
peaceftd state of mind in which all that is seen by us is 
seen in Jesus, and in which we look not at the winds, not 
at the waves, not at ourselves, but at Jesus, and Jesus 
only! 

Moses and Elias were gone ; Jesus alone rema&ied. This 
teaches us a sacred lesson of the all-sufficiency of Christ as 
our Redeemer. Too many so-called Christians see Moses 
and Jesus together. They are half slares of the law, and 
half disciples of the gospel. But the Lord can put an end 
to this halting between two opinions *, and by granting a 
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deeper insight into the spiritiiaUty of the law and the car- 
nality of oar own nature, he brings the wayerer over to 
entire dependence on the grace which i» in Christ. And 
(hen, though Hoses has disappeared, the woriu of the kw, 
for the first time, come forth to light. The sonl enters 
npon the blessedness of the cluldren of Gtod, and all the 
fountains of a holy life are opened. The law has lost all 
its terrors, and yet it is observed from love; the eye of 
faith sees Jesus only, and this view is enough to make the 
believer ''ran in the paths of his commandments.** 

''And when they had lifted ap their eyes they saw no 
man, save Jesus only.** the glorious images and visions 
which this scene calls up before the mind I Tes, in that 
day, "when there shall be one Lord over all the earth; 
and his name shall be one,** then that of which we have 
here a shadow shall be grandly fulfflled in all its reality. 
Man wHl then look above him and around him on all sides, 
and from whatever pomt he directs his view, will see Jesus, 
and Jesus only. Hie whole world shall then be a scene of 
transfigoratfon ; nay, be itself transfigured. All shall bear 
his name written on their foreheads. Everywhere shall 
be seen his spirit, his lustre, his image. Humanity, like 
one royal diadem^ shall reflect only the raya of his glory ; 
while each renewed spkit, Kke a separate jewel, shall bear 
some special marie of his likeness. All shall be consecrated 
to his honour and restored to his service; all irradiated 
with his light and inspired with his life. Behold the forms 
and creations of art : and they glorify him only. Frequent 
the retreats of genius ; and Jesus cidy is the fountain of 
its inspuration and the theme of its song. Tom aside to 
the sdiools of wisdom : and Jesus only is the principle and 
centre of all the sciences. In a word, all has been baptized 
into Christ : and has embraced Him as all in aU. Jesus 
only in the government of the world ; His word the only 
statute-book ; His cross the symbol of every empire ; His 
love the inviolable bond <^ aU nations I how my heart 
longs for the dawn of this day of glory ! how aU that is 
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within me groaneth and travaileth in prayer that Gk>d 
would speed its coming I My joy is nnspeiduible and full 
of glory, when I embrace the thought, that death shall 
everywhere be swallowed up in the life of Christ; the night 
of sin in the sunshine of his beauty ; and that no one shall 
be seen over all the earth but my Redeemer — my Immanuel 
alone! 

My Mends, the hour is come when we must part from 
the welcome company of Elijah the Tishbite. With his 
departure from the mount of Tabor, and the theatre of 
history, these Lectures naturally close. We bid him a 
hearty and reverential Farewell; only in the hope of a 
happier meeting in the city of our God. How much he 
has grown upon bur affections during the years of this our 
intercourse with him I It almost seems as if we should feel 
a blank in our life, now that we must miss him from our 
peaceful Sabbath evening service. With none of the saints 
of old have we closer sympathy than with Elijah : and if 
we may venture so to speak, he will be one of the first of 
the saints in glory towards whom our eyes shall be directed 
upon landing on the shores of immortality. And then may 
he sit down with us under the shades of paradise, and give 
us a deeper comment on his earthly history than we have 
been able to furnish I And, yet, what shall we find after 
even he, amid the far echoes of angelic harps, has disclosed 
to us the course of his life below ? Elijah shall retire once 
more behind the cloud, and we shall see no one, save Jesus 
only, and liis free grace. 

We lift up our hearts to our God, and thank Him for 
any little edi^cation and comfort that he has been pleased 
to vouchsafe us from the meditations which we now close. 
To his name be all the glory, if he has given his blessing to 
the weak and humble words which we have ventured to 
utter, in fear and in much trembling, on the life of one of 
the holiest and most distinguished of all his prophets. 
That the blessed name of Jesus might be magnified in your 
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sodIs, wtu the aim that we let before tic in all tlicsc dis- 
coimes; that yon might be drown by tbem to the Sonrca 
of saving mercy, and feel that it waa good to be there, was 
the wish of onr heart wluch we have nevet ceated to Cher 
bh. O, that (ometbing mora may come of it than empty 
wishes ! How nch our reward 1 May the Almighty grant 
it in his grace, and confirm to db our delightful hope, that 
there may be not a few in our assembly, of whom, in a deep 
and sacred sense, it may this day be said, " When they had 
lined np their eyes, Moses and EUias were gone, and they 
saw no man, save Jesus only." Amen. 
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